GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA 

Central Archaeological Library 

NEW DELHI 

ACC. NO. 7^ 

CALL NO. 336-a«>35*t»H/5.^ 


O.Q.A.79 


































THE BALLADS OF BENGAL 
















The Ballads of Bengal 


Compiled and Edited 
BV 

Omeschandra Sen^ 

4 





Vo!, II 





MITTAL PUBLICATIONS 

DELHI-n0036 aNDIA) 








Fitii F'fctiliiiwirt 1'*'^'^ 

R»^kFifiif4< h.w 
l^lbFhhHL I ^ 

K,M Mnut 

MiriAl m'BL.Ii'Al)i)N}i 

492K t2, Jnl MrIh Msitlet, Triii«|!» 

m:UIMlU03M1NUU) 

PhMW 72171 i I 

m inlBii il 

Nc^' C^um Ortvcf Piintcrt 
4^, 111*4 d^mtpItXp tumhuiip Bp^vIi 
PELUl fljWFtr- 



To 

TKosc who love Beti{jnl 






COXTKNTS 






T 














^^^eneral tntroductioti 


P 

7 : 


Prefiwe to ihc hAllad of the Wnsher-inhidQn ,., 
Th© ballad of (h® Washer*maiden .,, 

Preface to ihe billad of the Young HrrdNman ... 
THe bnltfuJ rtf the Younij Herdsrtuin 

Ditto ditto (SoL'and Veriiioii) 

Prafacn to the ballad of Kanchanmnia 
W The b&llad of Ranohaninala or the Tlrtde tif a 
A Blind Babv 

U « -re life 

The ballad of Katichnnttt!tljv~>ATiethHr version ... 

• Preface to the ballad of Santi 
^ The ballad of Santi ... 

** Prefacti to the ballad of Bhelua, the Beautiliil 
One 

I’ho ballad of fihehie, the Beautiful One 
Preface to the ballad nf Rani fCamala Deri hy 
.A.dhar Chandra 

W W m mm . *..g 

Tlio ballad of Rani Rnmala Itevi ... 

Preface to the ballad of tho Adrentaroua Career 
of a Young Dacoit 

The ballad of tho Advciiturfnie Career of a 
Op Younir Daooit 

j Preface to the h'lllad of the Santal [ndurrection 
X Bnllad of tho ^anthal Innnrreetinn 
3 Preface ^ the hailed of Nlairn Daooit ... 

^1? The ballad uf Niaain Daooit 

Preface to the bnllad of laha Khan Maihnadali 
of Jnngtvlbiiri 


Piaa 

IX'Zl 

1-8 

8-30 

88-40 

41-03 

03-70 

70-84 

85-114 

115-110 

no-is3 

133-1S8 

130-137 

138-lSS 

181-1 tK! 
107-311 

215-230 

22M*3« 
250-264 
265-271 
275-3S1 
385-2CS 

301-335 




KA8Tt:HM nENtlAii HAUaDS 


viit 




Thu liiiUiMl ‘if KliHii Ait 

VrwfaPe to lit'" Iwliml I'F Siirrtt jijifiial <iml Aiilian 
Till' IrtlWl fitSumtJrininlnnilAi1Hiift.aJj0vt>- 

tale rtiJtl'IViiSieJj' 

Pfi'Fiwe Ic th« liaUiwt nf Mroj Khan lli-wwi 
Thf* li.illmJ of l‘'»roj Kh«n P+jm hii ... 


ASS- ^a(i 
137 


I.TST OP ILLFST RATIONS. 


P«iti 


I, Tim Wnfthifr-mtuilen ... **■ 

S. Hordsmaii Lover ... 

a. KitnchiiiiniRin **■ 

4. SiHiti 

Ti. Rjvfjl Kainalii 

(r. Ixisrriptum oii l^ibu Khfin’f* Cwition ... 

7. Lftksitnin H«/.rfi*s CupiTnl redumnl to a (‘wwmp 

8. lithrt KbAri’n Cunnoo 

ft, alter ShiUm’s Coanan ... 

If). Mowivm and ruin# of bouse of Isha KUan’n 
iinni^ialo ilpwiwrtdnula «■, 

II . Ifliliii Nhfttt iilworvifli! the Hindu prtnrwsfi from 


hla Rmktt 

12. Kedur Roy anil liis two napbows 
la. Tho Iwtfrtvt'kl motbi?r and Karimnlla 
14-’21. Ritfbt fitrim's of shipii RUfl Iwata 


10 

47 

93 

125 

190 

au 

315 

air. 

310 


361 

350 

3)70 

464 






G EX E RaXj Introduction. 

t. The »/ the Satlads. 

Since the publtcutbti of the first voUimfl of Kiwteni 
Ifengtil BaiLids. we imv© l)Oen nble lo secure many 
mute of them, full of literary and historical 
They are i» plenty aa nre the field-dower® and Ue etroen 

Jill over the country. The Eastern part of the difttriol 
of Mymensingh, however, owinef lo its politica! isolation 
from the rest of Bengal during tlie centuries immediately 
preceding tlio M uharnmadnn 4jonqueat, and its cultural 
freedom, untrammelled by the canons of Brabminic 
renaissance, has prtM«rvi«l the best of these baUad^-^ 
fact which will be evidenced by the love-episodes, 
contained in thr two volumes of ballads, already published 
by the Dnivemily. 1 have described the causes leading 
to the peculiar iwlvanUgt of Mymonsingh over other 
districts of Bengal in thli respect in my Introductioa to 

the first volume, , 

Tbo first volume of the ballads was very well received 

by scholar* and orientalists in Europe and India. Urd 

Eonaldahay. who is as great a suholar an he is an adminis¬ 
trator not only wrote a Foreword to the same but drew 

theatteotionof the literary public to these rural songs. 

by making catracte from them in a lenrned and Interest¬ 
ing article, published in " the Nineteenth Century and 
After ” and in his recant work, “ The Heart of Aryyovorta. 
Soholam Uke Remain RoUnd, Sylvain Levi. Grierson and 
pnr-iter have warmly applauded them and llm long review 
published in the Times yiemry SupplonumthwestaUislicil 
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the clniuis of BtingaJi ballads to a lastiDg autlaoUd literary 
fame. Lord Lytton, tho worthy Mioii of an illustriows 
family of worldwide renown in the domain of Art 
and Literature, h&a shown h« appreciation of this literary 
treaaure of the prorinoe that he has been called upon to 
rule, by (^rantlog a }>cciii>iary aid towards its collection. 
Mr. K. F. Oaten, the Director of PuhSio Instruction, 
-Bengal, has, ever since the puhlication of the first volume 
of ballad-, taken a keen interest In this popular literature 

of Bengal and publicly expressed his high estimate of 
its merits. 

With the help granted by ihe Goverament aad the 
University of Calcutta, we have been able to get on 
our stafT four bnllad-collectors, at tho head of whom 
stands Babu Chandra Eninar De, whose love for the 
rural literature of bis country is boundless and beyond 
all praise. His example has itiBplred the other three 
men, and a lively spirit has been roused in the country side 
for the pruservatiod of these gems of Bengali literature. 

Battad qf Munt^oor 

We have now scoured a good many Lietorical ballade, 
only three or four of which could be published in the 
prosenl volume. Owing to want of space and utgenoy 
for bringing out a second volume, we could not insert 
in it all of the numeroua ballads we have got about 
Isha Khan, one of the most sturdy champions of liberty 
in this aide of India in the I6th century. The 
of Manwoor Khan, a great-grandflon of laha Khan that 
we have secured, is another valuable historical muord, 
which throwH much sidelight Oft the political condition 
of the country during the latter part of Shah JehanV 
rule, unfolding many inoidenla In the Ufo of Shah Shnia, 
the unforiiuwte son of that roonaioh. These foota arc 
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unicnon'n to liUtorian^ aud tlioagb ihQ LalLid 
often becomufi tegen<bir;r in character, mixed up with 
popular fanc 7 , it tnuat bo ri^nrded na actually true in 
its historical aapcots, ao far as the main points of tie 
description are con corn ed. Eastern Bengal is still full 
of traditions about Stanli Shuju. A rnoyqne in Tipperah 
was built by GoTtudci btanikya, Raja of Tipparah, 
and a personal friend of the prince, the cost bein^ borne 
by the aula of a valuable dinmond'ring, which the latter 
had presented to the Tip]ierah*llaju> The coat of 
maintenance of this mosque is met from the endowment 
of a village, called *&buja-Nagar' in Ttppemh, named 
after him,—a gift of Govintbi Manikya for the purpose, 
Prinoe Shuja was one of the most ooospieuous figures at 
Dacca towards the end of the seventeenth century, where 
bis vicissitudes of fortune ond tneidents of life have left a 
tasting impression on the popular mind. 

It appear;) that Shah Bhuja, wJiiie staying at Dacca 
in the garden-house of Lull Hagh, was enamoured of 
H princess, unmed Sunoi, a daughter of Tfawab Amir 
Aly. Ho proposed to marry tier, offering her a dowry 
of tw’o iakhs of rupees with other presents. But as be 
was stout and of unwieldy features, hts Simlw laokiiig the 
nimble manly grace of a gallant—worthy of a fasbionabla 
lady’s lore, he could not win the heart of the handeomu 
maiden of Dacca. Her mother, however, favoured the 
proposal owing to the high statuii, which such a connection 
would give her daughter, and marriage-negotiations bad 
oonsideralily advanced. But she absconded in the 
meantime with Manwoor Khan, ivhci was accomplished 
and handsome, though his position asDewun of Jangalt^ri 
was certainly far interior to that of ihs prinoe. 

Shah Shiija’s dogged pursuit of Manwcor Khan, 
described in ibis ballad, bristles with interest. Wflh 
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hii own nriiij wliieh vrns I'on'^idiit'Ahln, reinforced liy 
recrnits frnin Mor^bidubad, btj pursued Maiiwocir Kban, 
wlio tintl Jwcfi makitig u precipitous retreat, pttmuinir a 
tortuous river-coume to nroid Slmb Sbujn. In a boat, 
rowed Ity thirty-two oarsmen, Manwoor KUau psased 
tbmu|'h tliK canal of Dciiira and roacbed the 

EjTcat ospATisa of ^itainkfan, Hnving crossed the latter, 
he came to thii Kyatiira from where be sent princess 
to Uivii, bis capital. He ne.'tt turned his 

course and nrrlvcd at 2faraingunj. As soon aa Shah 
Shuja got a report ol this, Itp came with forty armed 
lujats in jiurrinit of Mauwoor Khan who now lied to 
Rarbial. But Ift-fore Shalt Shuja could roach the latter 
pliicc, Mimwoor had Oed to .Thalakathi. From Jhalukuthi 
to Kliiihia and thence to Koilmhpur, the pursuer chased 
tito pursued and ti> very ruany other places till a full 
yoar rolled by, SJiah Shuja was wearied of his tulven- 
tiircus purenit, involrhig a heavy coat for the maintenance 
of the army. Food was not always availnbJe for them 
in the out-of-lho-wuy places, visited diirini' tho fruitless 
search, aud lie was obliged to dismuia them, retaining 
only iKty picked warriors. But iso gmt had been his 
rage at bis disappotntiaeiit la love that be did not give up 
bis pursuit inspito of all hnrdsbips, Mauwoor Khan, 
in the meantime, bad reached the smalt Uland of 
S^iindwip in I be Bay of Jtengal, Shah Shuja all 
mi expectedly nrrivi-d there so that his cnetnr was taken 
liy absolute surpriao. The latter entered a Musjid there, 
of which the sacred walls offered him shelter—where 
he could not bo molested by hts enemy. The prince 
did not violate the rulee of the sanotiiary but surrounded 
it withhia dfty men.coafldeal that !tfaawoor Khan would 
find no way of escape and would ereutualiy bn otarved 
to death. Fnll twoiity.one days passed and there was 
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110 sign of liny living being in the tnosqtte. Shnh ShujA* 
this uttije, ordnrfMl its doors to be opened by foroo, 
boiog certain thnt Manwnor Khan, the young Dewnn 
of .Tnngal Bari, had died. 

But when tho door was broken open, tho commanding 
figow of the Dewan. though reiliiot.il by hunger, wan 
obserTod ot tbir gateway, wielding hU sword wilh 
A doxtmty which bafllod the ultompts of many 
of the prince's soldiers to get hold of hl^ person* 
Wonder-struck tit llus ralorons conduct of his famished 
foe, Shah Shujo ganed with surprise nod jjdmiration 

at tbf! handsome and majee tic nppea rill ice of the Dewan 

He ordered his men to withdraw and gracioUHly pardoned 
the Jnngal Bari-chief. They now liecame fast friends 
and conceived the plan of jointly nltacking the Hurmese 
king of Chittagong, which was not very far from 
Sandwip. 

flhtth Sliiija gained a victory here, mainly owing to 
a stratagem, by which JSanwcor Khan had killed the 
Burmese kimr ItuhangaTn and succfeded in spreading 
a collate mat ion in his army* 

The prince and Manwoor Khan looted the palace, 
which yielded vatoahlc treasure* a part of which was 
^ven to the Uewan. Two heats, full of vaiimhtes, were 
sent to JangHlbtirj. 

The Burmnue oitisens were mostly driven away from 
Chittogong by the heroes. Those amongst them, who 
embroood tslnm, were allowed to live there. Many 
gwxl Atuharamndan'. w^rw brought from the neigb- 
houving couiitfic* uiid iiiiiiio to flottlc at Chittagong 
under Shah Shuia^ ordurfl, Timy ohtaiuGd lakbmj 
(tant-ln-ti> lands cifta from the priinn?, ** Kven now," 
enj-s ih-baltfol'muhcr, “these lands stoiid as lakhraj- 
pr^piTtuii of tncif nwii.jiv,—at one time granted by 
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bhah Shujn." The town was given the name of 
after Islam hod thus obtained a firm footing 
there, Manj' towns and markets were established in 
the district by the two .glnrioua heroes, and these have 
sinue tlmiristied. 

After this adventure, the prince and the Bewan 
came b\ck to Naraingiinj where they ported—Manwoor 
going to hia own town of Jaagalbari and the prineo 
to itoJhiahHl. At this time," Says the baUad-maker 
in o sod tone, "Shah Shuja was destined to meet his 
tragic end, well known in the pages of history,” 

hroiit a poem by Syed Atwati we come to know of the 
developments that took piece at Arakan, where prince Sfaaq 
Shiija bad fled after his defeat at the hands of Aurangzeb. 
Jint this is tio episode of our b: 11 bd-literal are. So we 
refrain from noticing it here. We have, however, come 
ocress some lines of mi old ballad, in which there is a 
hunioreus reference to a daughter of Shah Shtija falling 

in love with a Burmese Prince during fats stay in that 
eountfj. 

Wo are sorry, for sliortncst of spuce wo could nut 
insert the ballid of Manwoor Khan in this voJtime. 

/?, Striiffffle Qf the SAttian Kajat/or Indepeml^K(^. 

A spirit of revolt against the Delhi-suaerain seem# 
to have baeti rampant in Bengal in the ICth and 17tb 
Tim Hifn Bhuians, or tlm twelve iub-lords 
nf lieiigal were practically independent and wielded a 
iireat poivur. Bo,ides the Xawnbs of Bengal IhemBelves 
often tried to thr<.iv olT the imperial yoke when an 
opj'ortunity presented itsujf. Daud Khlin and KatJu 
l>han bad lost thek lives in sudi aitemptB, but Sher Sliah 


OENEBAlj lNTRODf;CTIOK 

Isha Kfackn, Due of the ObuiAti bp«Ji, had muiiya 
tough fight wiiii the armyt led hjr Sbahhax 

Kfaaa aud Man Si aha. The cocoiliutory npirit, that 
charaotoriaed the udmijustrattoa ef AklvAr, ereutually 
aubJuBd the chief of Jaugalhari by nn offer of fmadahip. 
Hi* ^reat-gruadaoii, Mamroor Khan, lu is proved by the 
«»ounte gireit above, oond acted his bostiJitfea against abati 
Sbuja with courage and tact, haring even dared to carry 
off a princeM, who iraa praotieally betrothed to the latter. 
The ballad of Ferot Khan proves in an undoubted 
manner how acutely the yoke of Delhi oppreased tli 9 
soula of th^. Daiawara Rajpm ebiefs, converted lo' 
lalatn. It tsi said that the young Dewan tost aU taste 
for food and spent alMpIeei nights over the thought 
of his political thmldom, which obliged him topav an annual 
revanuB to the Deihi-Coort. He decided to stop pav- 
ment of Lbe rerenue hud ww on the ere of a rerofl, 
convinced that such a course would, in all proljabilUr, 
inroire Uk ruin. The story of Chand Bai and that of bk 
brother Kedar Ilni are a record of incenftnt strut^le to 
assert indopeudenoK, and at knst titm of them lost hk 
life iu an affray with tbe Impuria) army unilar Mon 
Slnha. But the figure of Pratop Adilya riaes far above 
these glorious rebels in bravery and indatnitable apiril 
of an iinyieldiiig patriotism. The words with whiob he 
answered the Deibkamhansador wbon the lauee handed 
him fetters ,vnd a sword as slternativus, wishing hint to 
accept uiiher at bis chotce^Jhe one indk^,n,*g Uj, 
subroiwion to the throne of Delhi and the oihor Im 
wish to ruDoi the Imporial army in linttie_tif,, nimme* 
turkticfllly »igriifioauL Pratop .Uitya ^.^id, -J 
the [eltofs, With these bind the feet of ynnr out, 
miLStor ut J)Blhi i accept the sword ; after toy ^icioiy. 

I will trtcjh off its biood-atoin in t^'o waters of the Jstmim 
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The sub^lotcb at were reritj like wild leopards 

and in their atruggte for indepondenco, they hardly 
idtowed a spirit of cum promise. Prjitap Adityo, after 
winning many viotortt^ in the Uold, wok at last kilted 
by Man Sin ha. Tho lost of these obampions of freedom 
wfui Raja Sitaram Itjii, the relics of whnsc piLicu are 
still to lie seen at Mahinudpur in the dUtriot of Jeesore. 
Unt ths.‘^ are not all } w« imm from Vabhimlki history 
chat Riija Vlra Hainhir of Vaisbnaimr hnd attempted to 
lead an ex|)editioJi against the Xawah of Murshidaljiidt 
and Raja Chand ilai of Gaur JJwnr (not the hero of 
SripurJ was so powerful that the Palluiii king Katlu 
Elian dill not venture to send hts rovenue'COHectors |g 
bis olty for recovering his arroar-daes. The Rajmain 
reoerds the victories that snmu of the old mcmarohs of 
Tipperah won over the kings of Gaur, helped by the 
Imperial force. 

During the 15th and 17th centuries Bengal was in 
a troubled Htaic and the Hindu sutc-lorils bad pmciitially 
become independent, defying the powers of the Nawab 
of Gnur and sometimes aspiring to the still higher glory 
of throwing of! the Dclbi^yoke. 

Bengali women liave often sliown heroic and romantic 
traits of character in these htllatU, but ttiu chameter 
of dakhinn attains a towering emioence nnt only by 
her devotion to hitshaiiJ. which wat iio great that i;he 
did nnt oven sbrTith from lighting with her own father for 
[U sake, hut hy the triumphant idctory tlml >.hc won 
over the Diajhi army, disgaiwHl as n young sehlior. 
Ail iht^ while, however, tlio reintniuc gnice of lior 
chameler was in evidence, wliioh refichud its tiowering 
point rii. her death, caused by a letter of divorces I’hu 
JIhIiI Hd Keilatajpur in the ^uh*division of Kishoregunj 
(MyniansbghJ still Iwars the spot, whorti thv heroic 
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wniuiiii fiiught likt* !V djiHt of broken hi^art 

tiko a frugilti vroinaii tbat 

4. Voaufi/ffian of ihp ftitUntlt mli ultl 

tnre, mpecinHit tpifft t/ie f'nijthjiarfi 

Thi-sfl iMlIJiilit liavo itp'ued aur fyos tonii nltog^^ther nj'w 
irlmpter in ihf bi^tory of Nrngnii liferrilure. Tiifl rui^tio 
snii!;sare t>ermi')it«d by iloi‘p poetry, presenting (n u# 
vmtily the varying niiadeanf pepiitnr niHutnllty in Bonga! 
TJi« poata of the UenmVsunco btivo aTitten obuvsioat ivorkrt, 
which lire now recagnisficl aa land-niarkik in our litvniture. 
But liowBver highl3' some of them miirht Imvci been 
nilmirei) when thwir nuthiirs lived^ the trim test of their 
excellenoa nnd Jibiding intoiwst lies in the refntion which 
ibey lieav to the balliuU. However Sajiskritiseil they nmy 
Im in form, the more tliey uppremch tba spirit and rhe 
languagn of the bnlkda, the grinter is ilieir nptienl to the 
popular mind Thdr gorgenuji exterior liaKisled the eyos 
of their coniemponirieH at one titne hut thdr gerimnuners 
and claims to permnnent piutk fame iliould be judged 
not by tlieir rich loans from Sanskrit, but from the wav in 
which they have Imen able to depict popular sentiments 
of ivbicli these ballada are the nurserii'j*. 

Take for tnstuncii the Vainttnava literature of Bengal. 
A student unfainiiinr with the Killads will hardly b« able 
to trace the history of lb‘hg:il VaishnnvUm. The liolUds 
tfliow rtiiimiiiio love, kindred hi that which the ^ahajtyiu 
liavo ilrvekipoil. Chaudidas says, ‘‘Every one of onr time 
aspires to Im a Suhajiya. Hut how many of u> ktiuw the 
trtip signitkance of ihal, em’d?" This statement of the 
great pod of iho fimrleentli contury, jiroves that tin* 
Sobfijiyn cieed was li* a flourisiiiug c*oijdilion iu Bimga] 
diirins Lilia perioil. For illiiBtralioTi of this fatit one 
should read the lialladii of the young Ifordsmati. 
c 
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the Wjwbcr-niiiitten. Kaiirhuiiinuhi nod LiU, pubUuhed in 
loluiDCr Tbyv nueti Htid women, strikingly the 

latter, iDspirod W n spirit of rumautk love. They nre 
beautiful pouma, hnvingaiintural flarour of their oW, and 
helott^iug they do to the aieoutar plane, they do not *eom 
to owe anything diiBclly to the Sahajiya propaganda which 
b(‘nrtt the Itiill-mark of the spirituaL But all the eamo, 
they evince a kindred spirit and prove twyotid dooht that 
thu atmosphere of Bengal of that ago was permeated hy a 
spiricof freedom In aextuil relation, which though it reached 
the higlieal and the beat conceiviihte perfectton, was not yet 
rockoftod as a apirttual force. The whole prorineu of 
Bengal lay under tbeapell of this romantic love, ahowtnga 
higher saer idee for the be loved than la to be found even 
in medimval kuigbi^orcaiilry. It gives rise to stormy 
emotions of the soul and is assuredly a result of/dposya for 
which I do not find an adequate expression in English. 

The ballads show that Bengal was slowly preparing 
itself for the message of Chaitanya Deva—the message 
of divine love. Great hardship and 8alt*aacFifinw_ vorguig 
on martyrdom are in evidence everywhere, this being 
a dominant feature especially in the oharEotere of the 
heroines. This form of secular but highly romantic love 
was idealised by Cbaudldjis tUl Chaitanyacame forward 
to give it a spiritiial interpretation and elevate it to a 
superior plane. He said, " yea. aadba loved Krishna and 
abandoned all for her beloved oowhord. But Rodim ia the 
human son! and Krishna ia none other than the Great One 
who wants all men to bive Him with all their might." The 
ballads liear no tmee of Vaishoava infiuenoe whatever. In 
their crude Inoguage and Complete indepen donee of all reli¬ 
gious ideaa and propagandism, they aland aloneu thoofispr- 
ing of a eobool a difrorent from all othem. Though tuniantw, 
they seldom rise above the ^th, and one familiar with 
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VAiabnuTii po*‘try U'ill find tJiera iit no sign of any <M>niie- 
otiOD wttb tho biillnds. Cbronologically spHakmgr of 

Iho ballailfl might ha nnttirtnr to Chiindidas, but moat of 
thorn ora of a latoT poriod. No 'wave of Vaiiibuava thought 
to linro rcAchud tho ruatlo tiuta, irhoro Uio balladn 
wore 0 Ung. Hopt are then to account for tho fact that 
occasiou&lly wu find the very llnaa of CUandidaa and other 
Vaiahnava poet:!^ uconrrmg in them ? The situation and 
imriroument of lovern doRcnbed in tbes^ biLlInda occaajontUJy 
abow a Htriking similarity iritU Uie moidenta ol Badba- 
Krishtia tovo. Tho liallada are evidently, aa I have stated, 
A quite indepondont |{temtiire. Flow are wo tn account 
for the unmtMaknbly Btrlklng ngrtieiuent between tho two 
in verbal forms ? 

Now we are going to illuatmto our remark hf some 
specific cases, which show this coacurtetiee most pro- 
mioeatly. It Ls well known that pif all Vaishnata poota, 
Chandidas tiaes the archaic langiiage of the country-folk 
with the moatbapjiy elTect, Though a great Sanskrit scholar 
himself, his puems seldom indulge in classical display, but 
they ihroh with the life and sentimeats of the people; acd 
hb finest lyrics are those wharoin bo depicts the joys, 
sorrows and felicitous emotions of his race and cares not 
for dtsplsylng a mastery over Banskritic style or the 
canons of Sanskrit poelioe, as be does in the first oifspriiig 
of his poesy—the Krishna Kirtan. This rural element in 
his thought and language constitutes the streugih and 
special feauire of his poetry. Here in this literature of 
ballads, we find many sentences and phrases, which will at 
onoe recall the poetry of Chaodidaa. I will mention some 
striking fULses of these. In the song of the Washer-maiden 
(lS-30), we have the Sine *' ffewf? iWTCW 

(It is likr the fn'endahip lietwaen the teeth and the 
tongue, the former do not fail to bile t)ie latter on some 
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pretext or other). We hfiTo u s^imilar Hue in Chandidtifi 
almoot tn tlie verj" wnrdu of thi' hjvUad-maker, “ 

JICTT? " Tn the same 

ballad, the- line (Dialo 2*) 

ml) remind one of the famous *005 of Ckiatidjda!ii, 
■"cswfi “ir 5 « i a.rara s^ta fii«i eunri 1 

frrfna s?ni sjtc^r *rfB 'nr^ i aitSc? firfasi ma, b«*i !?« 
9^9** One of tbe niost popular i^aiiga of Clmndida^ 
hegitis with the lines, ntftfft x '•^f^ 

r,im I ■mw cwi “ The 

whole idea contairied iu the abov-r Ls limathod in the 
following linos of the balhid of Hheitta; — the imagery 
is not the laiiit', but the idea is fitrikinfl^lv similar, 
whereas the language of the ballads is simpler, moro 
dimet and homely, siftiitfl iWt '•rt^nr wrtc-r i 

*tTj cff*rrt c^Yb ottB 1" “^ww *iTr&nT^ '^wii 

firST* I Off njfTni T’ltcn The 

Inllnd of the Washer-maiden deserihes a situntion where 
the princely youth, her lover, fxpoaes himaelf to rain, 
and abe, while feeling extreme pain at the aufferitig of 
her lorer tor her eako, cannot come out to meet him, ae 
the eldera of the house have not yot gone to sleep, am) 
she deplores her lot in a solilotjuy ( 3 , fHO). A 
situivtion like thh> gives the occasion for Chandidas's 
popular song, t 

^tfw®T* ittCTt, ^551 fer«tS, CKt^ a *nffl ’FteS" The one 
seems evidently like the counter-part of the other, The 
lines cues »in FttE® Sst i J-t *«:(( ctO 

Bfl r (WiLHher-maiden, i^lS) will remiud one 
of Chnndidas’a “^fb-Q Bl wfee 1 'S^ 

*fT*T "MvCl t" The many exqtiisiie limw addressed to the 
lluie and the effect of its sound, that irn |ind in the 
Bertlsman-Iovflr (1, 47 -tW) am just likt* thtKV ivhich we 
NO often meet with in ChandidaH*s )yrics,^the sweetest 
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oijB being the song in the KHshna Kirtan, which lieginB 
with. *C9 ST wTJi, 

Not only Chftti(irda% but manj nther VaishnAva poet« 
have written in a style in which the pfimaeology of our 
baltad’poetry occum ngain nnd again. The unmatohed 
beauty ol dnana Daa’s famous line, " ^ ew # 15 ) 

w^Jti hm rniiDj a parallel in the ballad- 

literature. Tor instance, "mtint *^15 

(Dewau Uhnlirna, 2-12), n([w:n 

(Btielua, 2 , 23) and “atfes itrik^ wCWSriT^^* 

(Isha Khan, 2,17). The Hiie"^d*r errrt ^ 

’HIT” <WaahLT-niftidti«, U-t 2 ). fiound* like an echo of 
Vidyapati’a ii( * 3 ^^ »n^ | ^ 

^ I * Loehan Dns*s eeng “ Jj?f jin 

JSJ|," etc., popularised by Banklm Chandra in hEi 
'‘Katwtla Rantxt Utrpfttir" ha^ the iinc, 

^ This id«a we find again and agiiin in the 

liallad-literalure, for e.Tatiip|i‘, in "yn tfif ^ ^ 

I fr*tr99i ^ntn ^t^fu i* 

{Mahua S-Sa), In "*'*1 rpi mm «imtl crcB 1" 

(JXiwan Ubabatia, 4-26) nnd in ht^fTI 

iJW " (Xamnln p, 103). Gopal whose Yatrfl-songs 
enjoyed a great populnrity among the Bengalis in the 
oarly part of the nineteenth century, has some beautiful 
liijtsa, the original of which cornea to us cu a )stirprwe 
from the IwIIad.?. "csniw ^fii citfffttn" 

ocoura in the Washer.uinidi-n’s song (5-10). composed 
about the Hth contury, and the correspond in g line 
in the rery language of the haHad-poetry. we find 
in C*1B1 f*tn *tOT“ of Copal Urd, 

We bsliere that the iMilad-poetry did not supply 
the Vatshnara potUe with these ihie ideafi, Nor did 
the hallad-makers copy from Vnishnava-pnotry, Butb 
got the ideas and the beautiful langaagu in which sre flqd 
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them couched, from the rich phrasi\)|ngy of emotiotial 
poctiy with which Uangai in tliose diiyn abounded— 
u nequcl to tbn romuntic love with which the Tory 
utmMphere of thb country was ubargoil, due parily 
to the culture spretui by tho Sohajiyas. Tho bolUd- 
tnakern and the VnUhiiava-pficts ntliickcd n common 
source, the rural poetical phraacolo^y current in thu air 
of Bejigii] t iio that every poet who stHiilcd life, and not 
tho Sanskrit classics* alone, got ihe vivid iitisujea and ihLn 
finished poetical language firsi-liand From hw own hBiirlh 
and homo, Tho mnlo rial was liefoiv I ho jioolii, I! tUoy only 
cared to utilise and not contemptuous-ly reject it at« 
rustic thing lieneatli notice. 

The ha I lad literature bIiowip us how ileep*rooted in ihr 
toil » tho Vaishnava-religion. Founded liy Chnitatiya, 
It took centuries for the Bctigfiji people to lit tlieni hy 
emotional cuUurn for receiving the loTe.messai?fa of 
the apostle of Nadia. The higher emotion deVHla[»ed 
hv the Bengali race, leading to noble sacridcct 
anil martyriloms, asi wc iliid in the liaUads, was not " a 
rosy path of dalliance" with them. It was not a more 
fashion of the agi* favourud tiy the diitidlns of society. It 
was a /apu«ya,a spiritoal training under tho garb of sexual 
rqmanco, making the youth of both the sexes undergo all 
sacrifices and renunciations in the spirit of fiainta, f^xual 
love was thus gradually hicallited, and wtiou Chat tan ya 
came forward tn duo la re that it had no saving power oincpt 
as an alles^ry of Divine TjOtc. the people found no 
difflciiUy in receiving bis inlerprtrtiition, as ihe iwil won 
already prepared for it. 

Vai-thnavuTri of Ihuignl, llietuFor**, did not eoine 
from the twjuth,—the home nf Ramanuja : neither did 
It come from itiwUiyaoharyo, nf/ia* Auatida lirthn, born 
ill 1191 A.D., though it h fmpubirly a-^crihid to 
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him. It II product of tjjv soii, oyer wtiich fho 

life-blood oJ tnvii Hud H'umdn u a:< nhod for couiurtsA 
and which wit? ftTliiincd hji —the uffapriug of wlf- 
Icits {iciioii. The iknlliul-literuture of Boognl tnirfors 
the (opaa^o of the people in the domain of emoMniiH 
And It was for thn reason that ChHitonva’a religion 
found a rwuly responBo in the eoiiiitr>% and the Ijrrtcs of 
Vaishnavii.riuKiters hnd sueii u powerful appeal for the 
people. Tilts Yaishnava'religion of Bengal oroee out 
of the H.Bho3 of the martyrs of both sexes in the cause of 
love—Chaitauya taruiug the angle of yiskm from oartb 
to a higher world, 

But ihe connection of thu ballads vriih our old 
liternturr does not cease here. If we acrutinite thcAe 
popular BongB, we will find in Ihpm the grouud-vrork 
of the whole Ealmc of our pHBl literature. Wo find 
liiiOB imd pasiiages in them, which comvipDotl to the 
texts of the aphonsmB of thtk and Khaua, the MHiitftmaii 
song!*, thu Bengali Ita may anas, thu Kahikankan Clmndi, 
to fact, of all the tiest works of the old sobool. ThU 
cstHliiJahcs the itidlguiiDua clinraotur and bomojgenohv 
of our old liternture. It seems tlnit the coramou stock 
of the relicitoua language of emt^liau, perfeeted in the 
countryside, did ant supply the ballad-maker and 
the Vafaboava poet ulono with rich material, but also 
all ottier pouts of the old schonl in every »pliere of our 
Mteratum. The ImltadM prove thu oiistence of a coinmon 
emirce. which offered to the old BfiigaliwritorH ideas and 
also the .'ruitnble ianguaifO im convey thetn. We will 
illustrate niir Tcmark by refcruncn. Li tin: iJentsman- 
lover (II- 121 * wu iitid the linos, wn 

I »BT1 wjTt Ktrii," Tlu> parallel will 

ho found ir the line of the opbomms of Ihilr “•Itfii 
»t|fhc* apt'* (Typical SuleciiOAn, Vu), I, p. RJ, The 
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UuBs. I cat;?! 

itt^l ca!t*(( i” (KHiik:v-i>-Lilft> ii. 2ri(iJ iigrcus ivlmoiit 
cet'tnitint with the app-iU of Adtinii to Gopifhandra in 
the JIainamii(hSoit!?»;—“'fit; ^ ' 

arwl 6^*1 a’? trf'St! The Hnef* " 

tfvrf*!'* ^Kjujka-o-Lila, Canto V) and 

*’^C1 aftC® 

parjiUel in ’frit? (KrttiTusn.) 

and the Uws '‘?W I 

CTfl fawT? titf^Si l’' (Uhelua, p. 50) wili remind otib of 

f?i ^ finn ( ^•fi ?c? c^t*! 

%^\ I'^ of Kitbikankan. We have quoted only Htray 
piva.'uigtj'-ik to prove our |K>[ut, Sitme of the fiiitHt passagei 
of many a dlKtinituishBd Bengali poet of the old Adiool 
will be aecunoted for nnd. traced in the ourTOUt phraseo¬ 
logy of i»opii1m' UterAture. uoinpoatti by ilUterate ruaties. 
The apring of poetry was In ihe liEinti of the tiiASheS'”)n 
the artless souls of the piiral people. From tlihi source 
ilmvod <ho current of Vajjhnnvn-thouirht, purilied by 
philosoptiy And ecicnoa on Hie one Jmnd, nnd some of the 
exquisite ideas of our Renaissanoe-litemture enlivened 
by worda of Saiwkritic im portal ion on the ether, Thu 
ballads open thw portals of the history of our cultural 
clurelopilimit iu various sphores of literary luilivities and 
pusacas more thup their poetiu raluM, iiufoldiug the Intent 
farces tluit oreated and developed our litcMture. 

The few hhiorioal twillads, given iu this volume, 
may Vw found tacking in poolical mterest. But they 
am valuublH as illumiuniinig somn of tba obscuro cDnif!r4 
of the history of Hengnl. We have reserved .a number 
of Ixillmb* of lliis kind for insertbn in tliw third vwluimn 

Thu song of the Washor-maidru, that of Kanchan- 
mata, of Lila and the mcompleta lialM of the Herdsmaiu 
lover are, however, Ibe duest axarnples of lyrieiil fnetry 
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in th« fitfUl o( biilliulii, iKcaaiiiaally rwlnar to •» siiUlimo 
opio-boi£(Ut by Hit) grmideuj of I ho character of tho 
horomo*. 

An iDHtAnce of fflorioitu pwLry ocouro in llio bulled 
of Rani Kamiiln, ^'hicb we have found in an incomplete 
^bapc luiecd on an historical incident, mixed up ivith 
a tnysllD lei;eDd*loft.', 'iliu ovation it ^ivoA to the Dawn 
(Rani Knmaln, Id, when the 8iin-Qod descends 

from bift ^Iden cbnriot and, taking bie bath in the sea, 
scatters the golden particlue from Its wbools as he eom- 
menoes his journey of the day, U glowing in ite primitive 
simplicity and b) an gmud as the Riks, addressed to the 
Guddees UsbA in the Vedas. It shows the noble 
conception of a poetic soul face to face with Nature, 
and Is entirely free front the trammels of rhetorical 
convention. 

Munshi Jasimuddin has sent me another version of 
the ballad of lUini Kamala, which gives it dilTeront 
nceouiit of the preliminary portion of this story. 

In the TBrevon published herein the queen requests 
the Rajn to cxcaTale a pond, as a lokoii of Ids love for 
her, which would he of the si^e of the whole length of a 
tahuit of thread to bo spxui by ^f>ven days. 

In the version supplied by ilneimuddia we find the 
Raja and the liani engrtgcd in playing dice—^tho condition 
being that should the Itaja win, the Rani njust induce 
her parents to give hor sister in marriage lo the Ri^ja. 
As polygamy wiw the fiishioii of the day, and marrying 
a MSter-in-lflw, unliko the custom In some western 
couTitrioa, t-s flanctioned by Wcieiy in India, there 
WHS nothing nnnsuni or unfair in this eondilion. Da the 
other side, if Uio Rnui would win, the Unja wnn to 
esciivatt^ n pond in her name. lift sixe was In l>e 
dcturniincd by the range of Hio sound of n ilrum to 1>e 
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iK&bii by tbu dfummMr nUntiheil tq Lhi» psiklncq with lilii 
utmost strengtli. 

TUt' Riiut won the pbiy. At that pnrl.iDtiljir motiient 
the ttacumulaiefl retenue of the Jtaj due lo tlm Iinjierml 
trmsury of Delhi waa outHtumling for some years, nitd it 
had tq be paid without delay. IV sound of the drum, 
if the drummer would bijat with ]u» utmost power, ruight 
be heard from a distauce of two miles. To ejtcuvate a 
poad of suob a vast dimeDsion would mvolve au expen¬ 
diture thut could not be met from the funds at the 
Baja's disposal at that hour of tinanciel sltesa. So he 
privately ordered the drumnior to beat his drum low, 
50 that the sound might not go very far. 

Another point of djiTeronee hetwium the two versions 
is that instead of the Baja dreaming the dream which 
made his consort to sseriDco Vr life, the dream was 
dreamt by tim lUni herself in the unpublUhed baUad. This 
takes away tliwsti-ma of eruolij that might be attributed 
lo the Ilujn for unfolding his dream to the ftani. 

The Tersion secured by Jasimuddin thus gives a more 
ratiomtl account of the story. Dm the present rersion is 
more poetical miti possesses a higher JilorBry value. The 
hislormn may give credit to Jasimuddiii's version, but the 
literary public will enjoy the one tJiat b puldiahed 
hert^ inuoti better^ 

I must, however, S[a!ak npologotloally of the poor 
quBlity of my traTisliiiioii. The rejlnetl emotional 
language of the Bengali people, in its ntcet V of ex¬ 
pression, ia hardly capiible of feiioitons tmnslaiion 
into a IfiiiffiiagB which, mspite of ita imiiiiiiclie<| richnuss, 
dims not seem tu me io Ihj equally lender. Besides Hn,| 
the IrtKifllator in keenly awitr^s of Uia Umilattona tii 
ft*tpjnl to English language. The short iMilJad of Uln 
U full of uiculies of tender esprossion, jind ndcr[ua(o 
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ctiuld not i‘fi found for prcjwjrvhig thu liejiiity' of 
thv orlj^iuiil. Ttto long pooiii i*f lllU'liDt in comjwnitively 
clitli;, Inif ac(;a^ioiitiJljr rlfwii* Ifp n lyrionl i.‘sen 11 once by 

dim of lliu country-di(ilect, nrhicli, diverted of its 

oriuiiml g3jr>), lins poor in tnj- tMimkiion. 

Oreal dillleultk'S Kave Iwjon vicporitjrioo** by tno in 
ImiislnliDg tlio umotjoiiAl poeiry of Houga) and 1 may 
bo porriiitt^^d lo tefor to vomo of tboiii hiTc- Tiicrc in 
nil lUjulvaieDt. tvovci tu. C^iiprliiih for iho Bongali word 
Thu iiiciuscribabln swocTtiess ntlucbod to tUo Bengali 
word, irhioli imder lli« thin ivnoer of anger tries to 
altrnct rallier tlmu rupul, i!> not coiiToyod by arty word 
that I know of ctoo in tho othur Indian VornaeulaTii, not 
u> nfteak of Engli’sh, 'I'ho words and lose 

ail their sweetness in trarelntion. It is rain to expool 

an e{|uivn1vnt for the exlremoly lender Heiigail word 
CTmu. Climatic conditions of Uimgat give a pBCulmr 
ohnrm to (tome wurda Lera which is inissud in LrauslntiorL 
Tor hi^tniice the WdhJ %3?i bear# mure Hum its fnec-value 
and implies tljc Lcndemess of a healing bnlm in this 
tn^pkat ulinirtto of ours. How can the extreme tctnlerr.usji 
nf the word in such lintfs nti “ ^ *fS^ W-WPW " 

(Jiinii Djw) and %!ei (KrlsUtm 

ICtimnl) he I'nnreyed in Engtudi. ,The Knglisli word 
' ocoUug * hardly gives an mlcquaie idea. The word ' * 

is iinuthtir such word. Then in a Iropteal couiitty mere 
names of ihe monthiih * and recall to the mind 

piottii'e^ijiir latidscapu'Kcentts with the YiTidnass of a 
kateidosenpic bUow iiiid this fan hu til bronghi out by 
such words SujtluniTwr luul October, The ivnrit ?fian in 
wi ‘irmviyinu tn liio llengaii mind (he tiasocitt- 

Itons "f lUi' I'cd dyu Tnirtitl (pr ihc colour of the lotus w ith 
which lhr« ter iirt: [tyiuTaily po 1 n^)«tvd^ loses nil iU Aivi't't* 
lu-ss, imy verges tm Lhi: En'tosipje if wm trauslnli-it Uy 
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ihH Eo*]hh word “red.** ’I’hflrt) ate htmdrods ofsueh 
words in tbu field of eitiotloiml poetry over wUiob the 
trnndljilota wUl hall, 'fhey will vainly strive to find 
wuiUiblB eqnivalonta for theau In EngUab. And atlded to 
this is nty own imperfocl tnowledge of JSngJiab which 
has, as I have already said, lecD a great hiodratice. 

Tliure arc rcntr kmd» of ballads that sre could lay 
our bands upon from tho country aide. 

I he first kind of these ta of the nature of Jdainllniati 
aoiigs, Superstition.^ beliefs in mirseJes, rustic and crude 
orniToiitiona, grotesque sconoanud iueongnuttes and faith 
in lh« SiddliiLs who, like the Druids, could accomplish 
extraordinary feats of jugglery, form thn es^r-ntiiJ features 


of this school of Uallada, Tanlriktsm is (he underlving 
priiieiple of these. And the Hnddhiat iVuitrika, when 
accepting IsUnj, could not shake off their belief in the 
miracitloiw power of Tantrik aotion. Tt o have got many 
'I’dntrik-works written by Muhammadaiw in Bengali 
from Chittagong. This kind of ballads may Ijc compared 
to the Gaelic songs. An element of intenw poetry 
is not, however, ottogetber lacking in I ills elasa of 
popular songs, though such instances aiv few and 
far between. In the present volume, the hillad of 
Kiaam Dacoit belongs to this school. 1 have found 
a long printed pdom on the dacoit who huterly 
turned a saint, composed by u rujitic po t anxious 
to display his pedantry. This poem lacks tho beauty 
Pf simple and direct expression, which forma the 
of all gonuina UcngalL InilLidfl. Thu present one is 
fresh from country aide and though eonipiratively dull, 
it ban lint iHfen spoilod or dialoriud by unskilled hands' 
trying to improvB tho diction. Though written tiy a 
iliihummadan it ha.H nil the charaetorislica of ihn luilUda 
of this kind composed by the Hindu« nlwut their own 
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sainlii. TliA^ru in, oiii» thixig in ti, u Kioh Hhown 

iU dt[!eren<% of cnnci^ption from the Hindu ^trtndpoint. 
Tbe ducoit ia sitiid to Imv’o shortonud Ihe period of liH 
trinl by two mtirdyrN* Though the GUft would )>iippurt. 
Buoh nil idi>a, tho Ltludua of rural lluU!:;:it vi oulil never 
extol a murder, luiwover kudnhle the piirpot^e rnav lui- 
1 dn not my that ihe Moaleai cthitijil jxiiiil of view in 
wrong oi‘ IhiU the leaohiiigaof the GitJt aUouUI he clinmitded, 
iks regards (he merits of n martini deixl in a uoble cauM). 
J3ui my belief Ibnt im unprejudiced niiidii writer of 
Bengal during the Inst tire or bIx centuries of the growth 
and development uf VniemivA ideas in thi' country, 
would never advocate BJWAssination even for tlie best 
of purptiejBs. The ball&d of Kiraw Dueoit shows in* 
different poetry, though it is extensively popular among 
the Muhammad ana in some parts of Tletigid, 

The ballitda of the flocood nines are histortcat. f 
have given three of them in this volume and tiie small 
ballad on Santal ludurrection mny also be clanaed tinder 
this head. It records an event which caused cousider- 
abte local consternation in the western froutior of Bengal 
more than half a century ago. It is not, however, a 
very important hiillnd. I miui say here Lbai through in¬ 
advertence thta little poum. though belonging to western 
Bengal, has found a place in ihis volume whioU (ware 
the name of **Eaateru Bengal Ballails.’* 

The third class, which is by far the hi^st uf uU, is 
reprosen Led by the Uive-lmllads of tlm roman tie Hchoo], 
uf w hich we have spoken at seme length. Though I 
have found acraps of verses from this kind of ludhuls— 
eometimes only a fuw' lini's of them—from other 
districts of Bengal, the Iwst and the most com plate ones 
lU'O tobufuuudin Euatern Myniensing1ialoni<, Brail ininic 
Renaissance drorc away these gems of rustic Jiti'ratiin! 
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fruin Jill uthcr [Hirts of Hongikl, W‘L*iitj nt: tho apiril of 
roTniiniic tovc i>copflsntfld in, llioni mu counfer to 
tin.' stcfoi coiiht'rviLti^ni of thi^ Imti-t ^irhool of 
IfinilUTsm, wKich fot'kily vurlii'ii the liburty of tvoniOD. 
Thwo ‘lou^s wfiro alloivttJ to liii|jk*r in Kaitorn 
M ymnoBin^ti, whoTtf Bniliinini'' Roiiai&^iiiKr'o could 
uoT niijitiiri: its«lf tor some ct?nturi«***. ]tt oUier parts 
of bkllitds liku thoso of Mnhna, Mnlua and 

Wftshsr-iriaidon lost fnvovir and «oro suppressed, and in 
thHr I Intjvs, tjin siorim of Sita mill Suvitri, of Prtiblad 
and I-ihruvfi, of Niila and Damnyanii and the heroic 
Pandiiva^ tdaimer] hii^dt faroiir in [mpiilar estimation, 
due to the stiress, put upon ‘ fiftnkfi' or devotion in later 
litues, luid lo tlu> Uisseininntion of orthodox ilvahmink 
ideaHt ourhiiig the lilmty of the fitir aex. Hut ns we have 
foutitl mortf unconnected, scraps of roinautie love-sonjs, 
(now Inst) lieioaging to a preceding iige, stiU lingering 
in the memory of the rustics uf all dhitrioiK of Bengal, wo 
ftro convinottil that (liey had onoa fleuriahed thrmighnut 
the province, provioua to Brahminic rennfasance. The 
most striking of llio ItnUadfe of this schunl in eome potnta, 
though decidedly not one of the very lieat of them, is the 
ballad " Th« Adventurous career of a young DacoiL" 
It gives n frash acoount of coui}try4ife on the banks of 
the groat rivers of Kasiern Ihmgal, of a luve-roniance, full 
of the freedom .-ind tlnvour of rural scenes—with much 
ijuaint humour and varied scenes of action, giving us 
glimpses into the social history and £HtDi1y*1ife of the 
cottagers of Bengal, as was to ho found two centuries ogo. 
Though it does uot posaosailtal ap[ieal lo higher emotiuos, 
wliich the hast ones of this kind of ballads do, it poBsesses 
a siugular charm for tho variety of scones of IhrtUing 
interest ititpoduced, and the valorous, resnuroeful 
chametur of tho horoiue, utifortunately ttraadod midway. 
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r» a complete v'erAinn of thb rumArk^ibiij luiJJiiicI ha» 
not fwnn ftiund. Lt^ HTchtdcr tnnAjuJt^ will lie nf t^at 
inljorii^t to th)* Ktuilnnivi uf pliilolo^f 

Thp fourth kuiil of IuiDbcLh is to found in 
tliB iiiimBfoiis priitti'd liooli.s, whloh form Uiu bulk of 
Mc»|tirn ruaik tituroTut’i;. Thufs piibliontifms hitj 
goiiomtiy round lu t^ivs distorted of popular 

lialhd^. Tins writtuH, aiixiriuA to mrtke a show of their 
liitte tt'iirmng, ohan^e the Kiinpie wurda of ori^mnl 
Ivillads luul tliua npoil tUdr pristine gntcu and beauty. 
They inirodncu moreovur absurd pi}d!intrK>e and erotic 
di»eri{itiou!',—thu iilmrntitemtioit of etEhleenlh euntury 
Bengali Ihornture,—cuuverting the simple narratians of 
uuiusuiniiLg roi'ftl poBts into absurd artifiDialilies iind 
coQVHutiunal forms uf a H(;lior.d of poetry that has joiiily 
lost all favour with our peuph', auil is uo» quite out of 
fashion. 


5. A deftei'iptioH qf (he »hip» referred tt) tu the 
bailadt^'Pietutet aud illustrationt,^ 

In the Uleraiure of the ballads there are good many 
rerefences to oouutrv boats and ships on btard of which 
the etitoiprising people of the district of Chittagong make | 
sea^Toyages for trading purpose.*!. Ship* build lug in Chitta¬ 
gong is an art of great antiquity , l^gsidns, the cete- 
bmted poet of the Manosa cult, who wrote his poem 
in IffTfi A.D., gives a graphic desvripitan as to liow 
Iho great sea'going vcNiseis were constructed In Bengal 
in olden times. The pc^t was a native of Myineinsinghj 

^ biiliiii Aiatoi)i «n* qJ bftlkd-inll«!inn W «itU 

ffbUMfllM! PivMii on q( CTIi ir|i£di hm HwtvruU^ 

Nlpcsl D»p lO vrrilifiH iMo toemmi. 'Tl^ii |4ApiPKTW|ihi «rf plcmpi lltPtig ^iww>n hm 
bim t!7 
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the lurid uf irreat rivers llku the Brjilimuputru, the Kungim, 
the Dhuiiii, u»d the lithnlruh. The old ilupnof Chittagong 
once carried tlic* ivealthv nieTchaiits of Bengal to China, 
Ceylon, \ralntlivi'«, Laeadivf*, Javri, BalU, Cochin and 
to the coasts of the Arahinn Sea, llieie TFcre miuiy 
arohitreU and ^iciilidnr'' of Slengal who co>(iperated with 
the Knlitigns in cairj'ing out the ortistio designs of the 
fjrMit Ihiddhbt sanctuary known ns the Banibodar Temple 
of pfava and of the sublime Kiivdii figures in the Trnhmvu- 
batmm in tlie Inland of Halli. EnrUest of these works 
carry U 9 to the ISrd and ItH centurien A.D, Those 
travellrr* of thu high koos assuredly marched on hoArti 
the shi{ni constructed by the Balamis on the banks of tbe 
KurilafuU in Chittugoog. The descendants cf these Hindu 
architects still follow the uvociitiaii of ship-building, 
though the glcHous acbievenmnle of their fore-fathcre 
are now ruMiticod to mere diiy-droiime;—the humble 
nv deal ion of the present-day Balamb U to build large 
and small country boats and ships of ordinary tIimeiiBionfl 
and workmanship which Mill carry the marchaiits of 
Bengal to thr small Islands of ttao Bay for trading 
purposes, Ai one time the Sultan of Turkey, dbsatislled 
with iliB method of sbip-huilding in Alexandrian dock¬ 
yards, used to give order for ships to the bttildcTH of 
Chittagong, This we icarn on the auLhority of the 
Chinese travellBr Mahunda, The cclelinttcd A rah in u 
writer lildris who nourished iu ttie twelfth century called 
Chittagong by the name of * Kartiabal,' This word is no 
clouht a corruption of the Ivanmfnli on the banks of which 
the Baliimis constructed ships and so popularised iho name 
of their river among foreigners u'f to make them call the 
whole district after it. l)ii Biirrarghs, the velebnitiMl 
roTlugucse writtr iilludea to the c'onimurcial Irunaactions 
carried on lietween Cliittiigong tiinl Arabia in aucient 
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.Mftar Ambiiui rit^rvi^hos rind l^trs to CKUta- 
I'oiii; on iKvirct ih- VH>vt*1jt hutlt m Ihtit country. In li05 
CUen^ Uo, tbo Cbuirid* minUti'T, wh> Honl to the {lort of 
Chfttn^oni^ hy hts km» for ihe mttiement of itonia 
DOtriTneroirtL diaputes, and in the Arabian traveUer 

Ebn Batatu onrae to Chittn^ona: and travelied on board one 
of her ^hips to Java and thi^nca to Chinn, in 15^3 Kanu 
do Chana, the (lovornor of (ioa, neiit one of hin ^neraht, 
lie Manna, it thv bend nf tvro hundred men and live ^hlpn 
for Bstabli-abin^ n trading: coiitTe at Cbitta^onir. Ship¬ 
building in Chittagong hiii^ had thua h glorioua record 
«ince a remote point of antiquity till only recent timea. 
riuntnr oaye that the great art of the country ivaa otiateii, 
faiUtig in competition irith European veeaele conducted by 
*iteum<engine on sflientillc methods, from after 1876. 

The tradition of aome of the wealthy and enterprtBing 
merchantB of Chittagong, who flourished during the 
di*cHiiing days of Moalem «upremacy, ban inioti preserved 
in the country, \Ve have heard of the famoua merchants 
Rangya Baair, Gnmaui Malum, Madau Korani, Datoram 
Clmudburl and others who lived in tlint period,—some of 
them owning a hundred ahipa. M'hcn the Portugueie 
pintea carried on nmmiidmgcxptMiitionii in Chittagong, the 
merchants of the place created a defence force hy moana 
of their sloopa which heroically rmistad the attack of the 
pirates. This imited body of (tloopti went hy the name of 
' Sloop Babar * and a port of that name still esista near the 
town of Chittagong. Tlie hero whn diatinguished bitnHeif 
in this defence was rolled the ' BahardAr/ Jn the early 
part of the t9lh century many merchaiiU r)wnc!d a good 
number of shipn in Chittagong. Piru Saudugar, Naau 
Malum and Ram Mohun Dnroga were the most eminent 
of tlnwe. One of the ships of the last named parson onoe 
went for trade up to the port of tile Tweed In Scotland. 
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I ftlreAd)r nUted tEmt the t)allfld$ are full of 
references about theae shipA aatl country^boaU of 
Chittagong. In the 1>al]ad of the l^iuthor maiden, there 
fa an intaresting deEwription of tiio shipa ttf Tamnsa GazI, 
carrying an oxtonaive trade fa rico. The halhd of Bhelua 
literally bmtlos with accounts of ships. Among the many 
interesting things descHbed in it are to lie found acoonntfi 
of B pacnliar custom iiinong a section of local merchants— 
of the bride and bridegroom elect lioing married on board 
the great merchant-vessula in high seas. The bailiid 
of the Serdsman Lover refers to the voyages of Megbua^ 
the wicked merchant of ChUtagong. We have had 
accounts of the unfortunate priooe Bbah 9uja in the 
ballad of MAnaoor Khan. SIihIi Suja, It is welbknowa 
ill Burma, fled from Amcean on board a Balam ship of 
Chittagong. In the small ballatl of ( vfstfn) 
(the voyages of Gourmani, the boatman), there is a 
description of a flabing excursion in the Bay of Bengal 
on a Glodhti boat, and in the ballad of 
(Accounts of twelve months on the sea of Svarup, the 
llBbertnan) thnre is a similar demrription. 

As, therefore, in the ballad literature—nay in the 
whole of the old Bengali literature—there an* numerous 
mferonoes to sea-voyages, and as the Chittagong ships and 
country boats were pre-eminently the best of the lot and 
have up to now prcaorved the old (mdition, though in an 
humble scale, I taho (he liberty of giving a detailed 
account of these shipa and oountr)' Loala with illustrations, 

1. The Beifdm and the Oodhtt Imats are by far t he 
moet common in Chittagong In the present day, Their 
pattern bus remained unaltered from a great antiquity 
and though they are mere boats of an humble sise, not 


^ Tb'W InutMklfe^!* luivi hol jfifi hemi pubFlaiivil. 
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fiimisbed with itnjr mod urn Hcientifijc ef|uipinoatB| they are 
n^l nfmid uf runniug Ahrf'Aat the high /was Mtmetimra 
for five or sis mimths toBeither, The Baiam boats are 
biilH by Balamis H'b<j Imve alsu lani tbmr n&mv to h 
particular kind of rice in which they triiderl These isjats 
even dow eu to ^^jraccan, Eaikfu atii] other ports of 
Bitrtiia, (heir principal nrtiole Wing rice (sec Fig, XI). 
The biggest of the Balam ftcats of tW presejat day have 
the capacity to eariy 20{li»2rj0 tons of goods. They are, 
however, griiated lioonsw for only 50 tons of goods when 
journeying in the Wy. In olden Liines their capacity and 
si*e were of course immoosely greater. The Balam hua 
sixteen <xare attached it, hut it ohiefiy dejtends on 
the sail. 

2. The Oodhu boflU^ —three also like the Balatos 
are very ancient. A fulUshaped Godbn complete in all 
its parts, ja to be found in the Bay tip to March and April 
of the year. The parts of the lioat are disjointed after 
.Apiil, when the ktols are separated from the upper patte 
and kepi safe in the dock. The parts are jointed ae-ain 
in October when the boats are flwited once more In 
water The ftabing excurj^ioas referred to in the ballads 
are carried on in the Gi5*lhn htiats, nio Godhu generally 
speaking carries 35-3(1 men and (toes for fishing to various 
Islands lit the Bay such as c»rBrl ^ (Tho Golden Island), 

fwtn (The Hod Island), iWl ^ (Hod 8aada} and other 
small Itlands which are oompldtoly submerged under 
saline water when the flood come?, ITcnee thu soil is 
not tU for purpuites of euUivation but becoroes n resort of 
a rich variety of fish. The dried flab which ore carried on 
a Qodhu. go by variuus iiame«t auoli os *Badarer Chhttri^ 
Ghoanra, FAoiid, LaitiH^ FalM, CAupercAA^, etc., 

^ Tiidf AIT th Mthl^F|P ud FiLinM^l bou*^’ m.fi 
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In April jiDd Marcb jl l&rgfi numlMr of Oodhuii retura 
tu thi* KiLroHphuti with thtitr riob <»rgo of dried Hob, 
and then it preHents a ypectaote which tit never to be 
furgoUen by the obBerver. The Irieiide and relatioRe of 
theae dahermen who come back on their Qodhus with the 
gOf>d)« olTer ilium a hearty receptkut, beating drumy wntl 
tahore and playing on I he ehrill pipe, oailed the iShani 
and the KarnephuU becomes stirred all on n utiddon with 
a duEtso coucouieo of people on her hanks and tviih 
brUtling activities of hundreds of UodhuA, receiving u 
iiolyy ovatiDii from tlie kith and kin of the enterprising 
Usher men.. After the busineits-Hcasaa of the GodJmg is 
oveT, the purb are disjointed and kept in safe 
custody. 

The eonalruction of the Godhu Is very simple. The 
keul Lb carved out of a long huge tree in the form of the 
orescent moon. Its breadth is very Bmad. With thia 
keel are jointed what the Local people call cAApr,—being 
pieces of timber not exocily like planks but ooticave- 
abaped tbin wooden pieces, twenty to twenty five feet 
long, two or two and a half inohsa in tbiokneas,. and 
eighteen inobea in breadLh. ivhieh exactly dt in with 
the keel and with one and auether. Nai]» are not 
used in joining the wooden pieces. Bmall bolea oalleil 
**Mkatna" are made both ways and a stroag kind of cane 
locally called "po/fak” hi used for the purpose. The 
little apace between two chap* arc llllcd with straws 
of n/ii upeciee twisted like words. They bocome bo tight 
that not a fiartioio of water can enter the iwit though 
it h dashed by nlroog current. The iftamryf «r the 
holeB, after the mue iias batm mode to outer through 
them, are titled up with jute, cotton mid rrsin. The 
roefB of the Balam ns uoll as the Oodhu are called 
pvitg. The prow of the Gedhu of old tyj»*f was made 
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to look like the hend of ii orocodile. Thv bofttmen uecd 
ig ndorn it witli vormillin nud floral vrreathj). 

3. The "Sloop” b like the Batam in many reepoetSt 
cban;;ed into its present form by tho influence of the 
Portagaeso ("igs. HI. IV. V. Yl), 

4. The kind of bout haii lent its imme 

to the Captain of a ship ; a " aarctt'f ” roeans a Captain in 
the Bengali dialect. It la like a canoe, being carved out 
from a long tree; Htid there is no joining or pntchiroTli 
in it. It seldom ventures on n ssA*journey. Its scope of 
movement is limited to rivers. 

5. Th« Shampm. —^*rhe shape of this class of boats is 
like that of a sfran. it is a CldneNe type with a alight 
variation, due to Burmese influence. 

6. The Kondha. — It is made by cturring out a huge 

tree of the Chittagong hills. IF is carried with the help 
of bamboo'polt^ called the and never travels in 

the sea. It hardly dares to (ajco the turbulent wave« 
of a river, having no sail or oar. 

A now activity lias }>tien in evidence since Ifllfl. 
Many Bhips have since Iwen iTonstrucited in Chittagoni; 
ill Eiiropean atylt! The gr»n( war gave a stimulus to 
the aativitie.s of the Chittagong dockyards, and from the 
offlclal reprts of the ports we And that no Icsk than 
Forty ships were bulU by the Itulamia during the period 
1910-21. Mr. Wlllianiiit and Lt. M'ilBort took great pains 
In teiiching the Batamis to coiistrad ships in npprnved 
noUuitifln metiuKls Of thw wesf. Jn spite of the defecta 
of the (dll .ilyle, Lt, IVilson wni* ^tnick with the remark' 
able skill of the Balauiis in ship-buildiog. Their trained 
IvmdH could build the whole and its Jiariji, joinini; 
pifCtts of t[u)'b'<r oud 4;uinc thrnucH other iMnilr with 
iliuimi ^cieiitiflc precision, witlioni miikino any plan or 
■lesigii Ikeiortihiiud. Thti Unlauiis lieloiig to the Jogi vasto 
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rk iitl liire c^i U&d i^ume iudi^JikLiDg I but 

iiw wuter touched by %h^m rtmy nut lie drunk by hj;|her 
cables. Tbb pfo^’^es Timt they were prob'tbly UuddbiiitA 
rttid did not b-idieve in the re^1rietEOlltl impo^ oii m by 
Uitrr niiidu jarbprudt^nce reiri^rd^j !H.4L-Toj’rtSfe* Iii oJden 
liine^ then' were Jwkfi in HitlwiibHr^ Patenga, Dubk 
Mobing^ und varioii;^ places on the KamafnlL 

Fig. TI nhow*? the n! n great number of 

Huiftller Ixwit^ al thr ChllLktai ghAt of ChiUagang port. 

At the pri'iMJni day Slnilbab, Kalikuinar and Bwarikti 
Xath have achieved distmcttoTi lu* ^Mp-biii1der«^ Dwarika 
Natb IS by tat the fKiiii nf ibe three meii. Madbnb Ita 
nijw engaged In buiblfug a bteHm-biuitch. lie hiui 
iienrly completed the wooden structure by timbers of 
the ChiUagtitig The engine will be placed 

jit due couTse, Mosit of the nlwipi* and isbips of which 
pictures are given in Ihifi book wer<? ooijiitruct^Ki by Kali 
Kumar, and Dwuiika Natb m now ctigagod in eiconting 
some orders for sbip^i at liAiigiK>ii. 

It niny lie ttilereHting to note here ttm local names 
given in [jarts id n ship in lUv OhitEsgong diakoL 
l‘bey call thit ^hiji*s * Itih*—rinor— lu^hmu!^ 
Ki*cl — Kmlmn^a/tittaHkiht^ btorn-po^t~f?tffM^/o, 
Stem —Hitdf Mast—Hake of the nia^il — 
c/mhifa iiTid Britten— J^hka, 

I'he fiiinoit!! ' Ker^ba^ 1}oati« tinted In be made in 
the dt^trtet oI Dacca. We hav« got an exaggerated 
di-iicripticiii of Knssha In the balkif of Ishii Khan. 

Ill uonclu^icii I b'g to olTer tay thank'if Tu Mr* 
Joge-Hb CbandriL ClmkmVjirtiy^ M.A., xlLShSiKOint Hegiiitrur, 
Caknttu l>njvmity^ fur niukiiig armngeizienta for the 
speedy pitidjuatioii of ihm volmne. John ^ :ui Manen 

Ilf tin* Asiatic '^ockly *il ibmgal ivn^ kind eimngh lo leml 
me two bhwks conUtiiing iiiciutm of can mm nf tsba 
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KliGin And Sher Sb&ba piiblisbed. in the >lournal ot limt 
Soctfsty for 19)0, Ee hns itl«o kindiy givon me 
permission to reprint tbe picture of a cminon of tho 
illustrious Moslem Chief of JnngAlbari with a Bengali 
inscription alstv puhlbhcd in the Journal of the Society 
for 19ia. 

My tliBukH lire due lo Uahu Biswapati Chtiudhury, 
M.A.—the well-known Bengali writer and artist for the 
excellvni pen and ink nketobes ibiit he hits drawn of some 
of the characters described in the ballads of this volume. 
He did the work with the utmost quicknesa, though he 
was suffering at the time from ophthalmia—£ am pleased 
with his work, though I am sorry he dieregarded 
his health in his eagerness to finisti the work in the 
Bhortesi time. 

My young friend, Mr. Janardan Chakmhartty, M.A., 
appointed hy the Calcutta Univursity to help me in 
the compilniion of the hallads, roudered me some service 
in March lost when owing to my hard and unsparing 
labour in connection with the l>ajlarla I Eell serioutfly ill. 
Mr. ChakTabiirtty tmUKlati-d small portions of the Hcngali 
texts into KngUsb for me in that mouth. 

My friend Mwi Uowhnds, B.A., lAdy Prinoipal of 
the Darjeeling Missionary College, was kind enough to 
revtne a portion of m;^ translations. 

Miinahi jAsimuddiri, one of our tiallnd on]lectors, 
has supplied p]iQtograp]u< of tlie old capital cf Laksman 
Hazra, now reduced to » swamp and of thi' ruins of 
thn palace and the mosque built hy the immediate 
descend All ta of bthA Khan. 

InspUe of my great labour in connection wTlli the 
Ijallads I am sorry to say that there are many errors 
in the book, t do not blame anybody but myself 
for tliia fault. 1 urn not at all a good proof-reador. 
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And though I Jw^e been wHUng Iwoks far thrse faHy 
yeiirv, I Iihvh nrvt nl itil Imprcv^cl in ihi^ dltwttoti. 
TbfH make» mi* belfav'e in the jjaym^ that a proof- render 
i« 1)OTn and not made. 
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THE LOVE OF THE WASIIER-ilAlDEN 




PREFACE 


The sonia: of the Washer-muidtfn w one of the tjpicnl 
loire-bailads of Ejistern rich in the miuiical 

rhythm of ita limpid Teraea and in the mystic suggos* 
tiona of its nll-nbaorbing nnd reai^ed surrender of self. 
The tiuudeD KnnctuuimAta, a loW'>caste liandaome girl, 
neoeivea attention from the young prince of her natiro 
city. White feeling in her heart rotnantie sentimenta, 
verging on worship, she knows fall well the differenoo 
between her own soflial status and Ihnl of the prince. 
She b, therofore, full of hesitancy in the beginning. 
ITie gay light-hearted young priuoe once piuaionatelv 
Jiaisea her l)y the hand, when she ia all alone on the 
landing steps of a lank. She is surpriaed, she is pleased 
She struggles to free herself, she make* false promisea 
and tremhlea in fear. But all iu vain. Her mind in 
tilled with bis image; «be U almost fremtied by the *WBat 
ntlniclioii. All the Htruggle on her part, howerar, is aet 
at rest by the bold ways of the prineo, who takes a 
vow to court any danger for her sake and speaks many 
things which one saya to another, when Cupid, for 
the first time, aims liis dart at young hearts. The poet 
desorities, with groat power, the aggresstona of a aelf-willed 
capricious but ioruig youth on her modesty, on Uie one 
hand, and the timorous appr<iaches of the maiden, afraid 
of scandal, and nervously conscious of bar low status, 
on the other. Then, when in the language of worldly men 
she has actually sinned, ahe stops" with a sigh to rcftecL, 
when she sees the fCtaoral tiowing by, “ Whence doat 
thou come, O stream, and knowing not whither thou 
wilt go, why art thou in such a mad hurry ? " (Canto Ilf, 


PREFACE 


i 

Linen 1-2)* Thw tittle speech indic^tee an enxioua thought 
About her own mad course nod imcerteln futuni. 

Here we hnd her, iodulging in revi*rie?, which, 
shrouded in obscure and suggestive poetry, verge on 
mynttclein. She has loved one, wbom iteitlicr heaven 
nor t'urib rtieant for her. Pfoviduiice liiks nipide him 
high nnd iter low. He in n treAsurc, ton big for her 
heavim and too great for her little world. Noithsr 
beuven nor rarth will winclioit tier no greet n gift. But 
what of that? She cannot now "ire up what, in tbo 
esliniation nf the world, she i^ not juntitled to [Mjssess, 
though she obtained the tn’Asun* by sheer chAnoe, This 
is indicated by her mystic redecticiks (Ctmto U t, Lines 
3-d). Often wlieti the prince di.'Opt on n bed of Iciircs, 
she Highs to think that for her poor iukc, Tie h.a\> left liis 
golden conchoA And laid hiniieU so inw. When thr‘y puss 
the whole night irltiiout a wink of ttleep, sho fucta a piitn 
in her heart to sco that Ibo prince is compeJh d to forego 
the «wr«t Httmetions of rest and fjo awoy, with eyes ficavv- 
laden with alcop, at the break nf the cljiwn* {Canto T if, 
Limw 7-10). 

The prince tieAolieroualy nbiindoru» her. Rite la stunned 
t>y the blew. Shu umnot speak out her grief to others, 
for they bavo been already condemning bee conduct as 
stupidly hold. She speaks her sorrows to the river, to the 
Ijoiits find to the irai’a. It is mute Xatura to whom ihotnuto 
soul finds a solace in upponUiig. (Canto IX, Lines 35*38.) 

Sometimes she madly tlilnks that ho limy yet come. 
She baa tiot yet ohtaim'd any proof of bis t«faoiicry. 
She is elated by the foolish hcipo that he may return to 
her, full of love, and wltu gift* for h«r, " He 'will bring 
Kith him orniimi'Dts, stu'ldcd with diamonds and pearls 
md 1 'will piy tho prlco with two drops of my tonrs," 
(Ctuilu IX, Lines tO-ti:/. 
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But wbea tvelre months and thirteen daja paiead, 
from tbs da?' of bis lenriag' her, "she bSows out the 
candle of her room nitb her own breath and creeps luto 
tbe dark to hide herself.” (Canto IX, Xiines 32^34.) 

It 13 Trom the time of tlie departure of ibe prince that 
Kanoban rises to tbe majestj of a sublime character and 
becomes tbe true heroine of tbe bAltad. Tbe patboe of 
her lost appeal to the inaaiinate objects of Nature shows 
her intense desire to hide herself from the world, parti-' 
oularlj from the prince. He is happj with Hukmint, 
tbe princess. She is siacernlr afraid, lest that bappinesa 
be diaturbt.'d. She puts her finger to her Ups^ enjoining 
silence. She sees tbe spot, where ebe used to make a 
bed of leaves for him, she remembers how they made 
garlands of flowers for each other and bow, in. tbe depth 
of night, she used to run away from home at a signal 
from hie flute. She prays that all this may bo blotted 
out from tbe memmy of the prince, le^t those should 
eause him pain. The river will be her silent grave. 
She prays to ber that “not even tbe little tailor-bird, 
that drinks a sip from ber water, might know of her 
death.” (Canto XIII, 31-32.) 

Secretly she bos suETered let her secretly pass away, 
leaving no sign behind, to cause pain to the prince, whom 
sho found happy, with bis new consort, the day before. 
She asks the waves “ to carry her with them, Anstipg 
into the boundless unknown.” (Canto XIII, 47-49.) 

One of tbe striking features of tbeaa rustic song- 
makers ti a sense of decency, that pervades their poems. 
I believe that it b the court-poets who, in the medieval 
age, used to prostitute their geniua by ponderiog to the 
erotic humour of princes and potentates—their patrons. 
The rustic mind breathes a purer moral air, just as these 
country people enjoy a freer air in the physical world. 
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W© fJtid in thusB poems situ&tiouM whioh. giro great 
opportiioiti^ to tlie l>aiilrt tor rovi:liii^f in indco^nojr^ but 
limy inaiioctiTely know bow far they should proooed and 
where they ahoiUJ stop, Kieryorju w’itl aiimil that tJie 
poems OTtrfide alt oouvetit ions find canons of conrervatUts 
and artlioiloxy. TJioy are frenlt and rigofous, with 
Nature's streugtli: hut there i» caution in their gtiarded 
language, proving ihcir pbin life to lie a fnujitain of all 
that is wholesome tmd uulile, These lyrical puems show 
the heart of the peiisfiui, sweet as a fiold-flonor and full 
of flav'our as the 'riiils hu grows in his garden. 

Of the chDracters, next to the lieruiuo, is thu hum 
m im^Mrtanre. In thwm hallads thu hero is generally 
less heroic than the heroine and more or less serves the 
purpose of a Ijackground, W<t Jinre found sevenil ttases, 
where the hero has taken more w'jves than oae. The 
custom of tbe eouniry favoured thw practice, and though 
the exlraordiiinry mtin may always rUe ahove the level 
of avemge peoplL*^ we catiuot condemn a [k’raon ftir 
yielding to n prev.iiliug liooial oustom. But the prince 
here is not only weak but tfeacheruus. Ho takes no 
notice of n sirnple-mindtsl and bring villAge womani 
whom he hoe ruiued with high pre mis es. 

The poet cleverly ititroducei many .situations with au 
admirable artistic skill, 'T&msft GiisTs descriptsou of the 
old wa.sherman in the ooacUidlng pari of the acootitit of 
hb in teres ting travel, undoubtedly creates ti now altuaiiom 
So does *ho love-letter of princoM Eukmini. The pint is 
formed by a quick succession of well cpucelred array of 
Incidcuts, which invest the poem with all the sweetness 
and effect of a superior melo drama. 

Tim Song of ihe tVjisher-nmiiten was oolleoted by Ohaii- 
drn Kumar from several sources, tie owes the main por¬ 
tion of it to one Eubu RajanikMiica Bbuira uf the village 
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SEftkoAi BftttA In the diwtrici af ^l^mftn«in?h. Of Ihe rent 
rt |,»iiirt was secnTpd, on hta waj' home from chill vtlla^e^ 
bvnii a millcman nann-*l 17jtiii|!0|M of Char Samblmytinj, 
A» oltl man of KirtankhDln, who known hy Ihe name of 
^aiihttr (fnther of ^fndhijj, iildei] some icoiigH and 
the rumnlning |Wtrtinn he ejot from Kvitpnr^ SankJlTKiii, 
and the iieigliboLiring looalicies; Tie s^til Iho hjilfad to 
me on the I5th of Xovemher, IHH-I. 

The tiiillnd contaitui Ititt itnus- I Ij eve divided it into 
l» oaatos. We ej«i jjive tin detliiUe informntion wi 
n^nrda the time Tvheii tlie ballad was eornposed, nor any 
clue as to ivho it? author wai. .ludging from the 
laaguitgu and the i»pirit of the suiigs, 1 believe it to belong 
to that ago when ifae ocunlry-people iletEghti-d in tnipiea, 
showing almlutw freedom m lore We Lave it on the 
authority of Cbandiclfts that during luii time^ lov® by 
mutual veloettou, untramnicJl^fl hy, and triumphing over, 
all -.octal barriers, was fwvourttl hy young men, and that 
many of them fell viotims at the altar of the presiding 
deity of Sahajiya-love, 

The lyrical nlrment, thi* brevity uml cumpactim:«e of 
the plot, the nevtir.failing relevancy of tlit: topic); and thy 
dmraatie character of the Inoidenb, deacrilKuI tit the poem, 
iiidieato that it hi one of the oldest biillads that have been 
brought m to out possession ; far, the biter the ege of 
^-ompusition, the mon* verbose niid pedantic utr tho varses. 
The later ballads, fwaides, often deviate from the ranin 
subject in order to pander to uomo convent ion nl forms or 
tha nend for propaganda. The froshness of counfry-life 
breathed in this poem, Lelmigs to «n ago, when Chandidis, 
the gay Iwrd of Nannor, sitng hia immortal songs. Indeed 
this tinllnd has so many liru-s. to he fouml almost 
cethttlim in Chamlidits' poolry that we arc inclined to 
suggest a common age for both. There nro many points 
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ia Chandiidas* poems for which no precedent i« to be 
foucd in cl)U»ical Sftoaknt poetry. The spotta of Krishns 
with the GopU on » ferry-bcAt, snd a hundred other 
maoiEVros with which the dlrine loTOr seeks the favour 
of the beauteous milk-nudd of Jabat are not to be found 
in any earlinr Sanskrit poem. They have no doubt been 
incorporntod into tho love tales of Badba-Krishna bcin^ 
gleaned from matoriaiSt euppHed by ballads like these. 
This pastoral country was once full of lore>taleSj of which 
a refined ideal was conceived and developed in tbe country- 
tiidu and subsequently spirti.ualised in the Vai^bnava 
poems; and our old rural ballads had already perfected a 
felicitous language of emotion, wbich bacimie familiar 
throughout the provinoe and latterly served as a tool in tbe 
bands of the Yaishnavas. It is for this reason that many 
common lines occur in the poems of the Vaiihcava 
poets »id in these ballads. The latter point to an age, 
when Bengal.—a rural country, resonant with the sound 
of the cowherd^s rced-fiute and warbliitgs of a thousand 
singing bards, the land of sweet pastoral occupations 
and of murmuring rivers and swamps, overgrown with 
lotuses and sorew^plants was, so to apeak, Lovers own 
resort. The people ware free from tho struggles of life 
owing to the rich fertility of the soil and indulged in 
songs, of which tbe one theme was love. 

What the age of the poem ia I canuot definitely say, 
but it is one of the sweetest love-pcenu in our language aud 
both by the testimony of its language and tbe freedem 
from all oanveutions, it seems to me. as 1 have already said, 
to be one of the earliest of the ballads that we have yet 
come across. 1 shall not be surprised if some contemporary 
evidence proves It beyond all doubt to be a production of 
tbe llth oentury. 


D. C. S. 


The Love of the Washer-maiden, 

Cdqhus—T he pjJu of M'panttiun Ijfirtisi imt tike a 
Uuiue, I IovimI Itiit dot ^ ilay hsrs I heen Imppv. 

0 ) 

The Champn-llowatu Jmre hioomed on ivtL sidi^ of 
this heautifut tnak, W me off, nij love, I wUJ comb 
my liair and adorn it with these, 

"A soft bed of leaves hiive 1 prepared on the side of 
th® hiBk, There, ujy love come jn the night, and iii 
night, depnrl. For God‘s sake, triend ! do not vUit me in 
day-time, 

" The nelghhoiint delight in sprendinf? scandaL Cruel 
are they. They would do nothing else, if they find n 
topic for scsndHh If they see us together nt such 4u 
hour, they will s[]«nk unkind things of us. 

** My father and mother live in the house. How shall 
I explain my conduct to them f The topic of our love 
will be like a rich feast to the village folk at our cost. 

“ Leave my hnnds, tny beloved. Aitow me to go home. 

I cannot tarry more. Just see. my pikdier 1» going lo be 
drifted away by the stream. 

“From yonder'banann-groves. give me the signal by 
your flute in the night nml'wa shall meet Iheie whon it 
Will 1 m) dark." 

Tfic FWfire. 

" It is evening. You lire going alone to till your 
pitcher. Stand for a moinent, mi tliar 1 mny oxchrulI^p 
a word with you. 
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" Tour lon$ Aowtog cudj hair boa corns down to your 
knees. Youth has giTsn you new ebarms and a fullnesa 
of limbs. I will speak to you (or a Utllc while. Give m* 
u hearing, dear maiden. Y'our syes are blue and dark Uks 
the a;minay i7d>flowcr and your tender body bears all the glow 
of tile champs. Know, fair maiden, tbnt it h the beauty 
of your curly hair, abave all, that has drtiren me miwL 

" 1 will ask of my father hb kins^dom and riches, and 
these will be my dowry to you at our marriage. 

“ Like the bird CMJ, that borers high in the air, my 
mind wonders forth day and night in the region of fancy 
delighting in your love. 

" Stand a iittio longer and listen to my words, which 
coma from the heart and are sincere." 

i[!ffncAfinnra/d, 

" Leave my hands beloved youth. X am hut half-dead 
with shame. At day‘time, if they see us together, ours 
will be a name of shame tor ever. 

" Wbat will my father and mother say, if they 
bear a report of our love ? Don't you remember that 
your parents are the sovereigns of this country end my 
father is your royal father's poor washerman and bis 
humblest subioot ? All this you seem to have forgotten. 

" Y'ou are like the Moon and high is your slatua. 
Why should you stretch your bands to reach this low- 
ear tb ? TVbat will people say if they hear of this ? You 
are like a golden bee, u ho ahoutd seek a lotus. It is not 
becoming of you to seek such bijmble ones as myself, 

“ Leave my bands and allow mo to depart. Sober 
down your intnd and act sensibly." 

Prin<w* 

“ Yfiu wnh mjf clothes, d&sr miiidenp with tenderest 
I tmeu, with A ftighi th^ sign of jour flvo soft 


The ‘Wtiafier-maiden 



"Leave my hand*. heJovenl yoath,” p. lo, 
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fingers on them. Thc,y Ijcor I he scent of floyrerSt you 
iveare into e garland for me. I feel in my heart that you 
lore tne denrly. 

'* Now tulre the oath that in the uiglit-t fmft you irill 
come to this spat n ith all the treasure of your youth, 
flweet a& a blooming fiun'er. 

“Here on this spol ^ball I take my stand and signal 
you by oiy fiule. [lent fin this spot shall I spread a had 
of leares foryou and liureou this spot, ahull ire gpend 
the night together Hero trill he.rejillsed ull the drvanu 
of my youth in your eniNit etna puny,” 

KaitohanttrSia. 

“How can 1| my chnrmtng friend, giro you the 
promise you want. My paraatfi alivaya stay at homo. Now 
on my life, he precious and accode to my request. 
Be pleased to louro my hands, 

*‘True, Inero is » surging Bmolino, whi^h orerfiows my 
heart, Uke a river, overfloii'ing its Itimh in A.ijgiut. True 
my heart hns run out of all control. AV hen I steep, I 
dream of your sweet face. That is all iny happiness in 
this woi.d. If Providimoo wnuJd give nn opportunity, 
even thin day, this hour, I wgitli] bare my parents for 
your sake. This » my oath. Sun and moon, be witness 
to it; and you, my chief wilnfesa, have hoard what has 
fallen from my lips. Doubt not my siucerity,” (LI. 1-58,) 

( 2 ) 

TtMK— KIOflT, 

KSiwhiitu a in nam. 

** My oath K lirnhtm, 0 prince. By no means oun I 
come out. My iiarcmts I find awake each time I attempt 
to come out. My homn seems to me vtrangu and iinwel- 
come, and tlie aides of the tank, sweet and farniilar, and 
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dear aa honm. Fear of sooiety nnd of vrliat the people 
would WT atand in my way. 

** But wtiat ia this fear for sooiety ? A^'Jiat do 1 care 
(or honour f For God's sakv, young friond, do nof. nitig 
any more llmt song with your flute. It malieji ihh tnad. 
It driTQs me Uk« a atanu, making mu a slave to jotir 
wiaheci, 

'* But do not (lesp>ur. W'ait a little inuru. Sleep has 
just crept into the eyes of my paTcnla, ESreJoDg they 
will fall into deep sluep. 

*' Lot the black clouds are rwring in the sky* 0, what 
a pity t Providenco, 1 fear, will tmt allow us to meet 
to*ajght, 

" I hear the showern fulling uioiintl Pray my beloved, 
do not expose yotirsulf to rain. The usculent plant Mita 
htw spread it.s inrge leaves behind our house. Cut off 
one of these from the stalk and protect your bead. 

'* Alas friend I imagine from bun?, yoiir fair Hguro to Ijc 
wet with rain. I am not near ynii In tliis depth of night. 
With what oarc would I uot wipe oway water from your 
body* brushing the drops with my flowing hair I" 

Time—M iD-JfioHT. 

KSttcAaHmitf9. 

The whole world is asleep, A deep silence pervades 
all. Only the loaddening flute stHRa (Imt one tunc. ?fi»w 
I am coming out of my house Which h the pulh that f 
shall fnllow In this dark hour? 

** There ts no cloud in the The moon shines. 

If I go by this path at such an hour, I may twj oiught 
and exposed to shame, 

" There is a tree, which h«s no hmnehes and im leave*. 
It bc^ars the treasure of one solitary tlower. It ht the tree 
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t>f love.* If I get my 1}rloved near me, wliat do T care 
for society, He praise aod protection ? (LI. 1-SO.) 

(3) 

PlaCS^—H tVBH'BASK. 

u River, wJitcii wny dost ihoa follow ? Wtn-ecia luist 
tbou c<imu and whither nrl thou Iwuod P ^Vithout 
knowing thy destination, thou neemesl, In a mod hurry 
to go. 

** The morning is golden. In the sky vrimder forth 
the diipewed cloud*. Wliat I* this hird that bus enroo 
down from the ?ky with its golden wing<* r If the hiwl is 
to be given a apiice in thi* Earth, R seems thiit the Earth 
is too small for it. If it flies up noitber dot's it ihid «pacv 
there that can hold it. Where may I dml a eav*> to 
keep iheu 0 hird of my heart ? Bow can J keep thee, end 
where t 

* • • a 

'* My beloved has gone away in the morning. Why 
did the 1 i1i’*s<.k 1 night poHs away ? ] was with him for 

the whole night. 

** Ah n monieiu he coiilil not >li>op in the night 
(gaily talking with nirj! Itw eyelids wer'' heavy with 
sloop in the nuiming. Vet he had to depart in all 
haste ! 

"Ever occuj'tomed to i^h-ep on a stately oouch, he 
mode the hare grouiii] his bed for my sake 1 

• Thi lr«< flf Uir« <iiK0(4r^tir«|iif(i4Wi»* MicMr •lllk it !bu llu 

ic»vfiimp ihm Moti (tlivr |» iti ^ivwtr} 

f nil* I* HllifiJ IHH Ifitii lAi IiIPTViiT PiHir M tllgh ilW 

mwirn^, tairti UIiw ^ \h fcwwt *rlm* Iwtrm mnj 

k ■iktvtltiah 1Ui4 i tu iL 
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** When onCi in bis position, Soms n tramaii of low 
birth, onia boooinea thn subject of ridiculv of ali. And 
this ho will bnrc to suffer for my snkt: ! 

am like the dwarf, aspiring to catub the Hoon. 
Alas, why have I taken this mad course ? You seek 
an answQr ? X myself do not know, why ! 31y mind has 
lost all control. 

‘*Oniy pitcher, sink here in this water, like a drop 
(no path for escape will you sue). 1 mu bst like you in 
the boundless sea by lor ins' him. Here is the pitcher ; 
I have raised it again from the water, Dili who will 
raise lua from the sea into which I bare been drowned f 
People whisper all kind of tbings when they see me. 
Pain would I tie this pitcher with a rope around my 
neck and drown myself for the sake of my love, If yon 
come to night, my beloved, I will keep a boa of 1»etalt, 
ready for you. I will place at your feet, my ynutb, my 
Ufu, my honour and my all 1 I will leave my prejita and 
my home and seek a shelter in the forest.” (U. 1*38.) 

( 1 ) 

Tki lltport0i\ 

** 0 lord, your eon has been addicted to a washer¬ 
woman and become mad for her lore. Your Htgbnesa 
aeoms to Ik unaware of this fact. He is your own 
washerman and his daughter washes the oiotbes of the 
piaec. For such a wretch has the prince inn mad. Her 
name is Kjinchan. Her colour is bright and fair. 
Your son baa fallen into her snares, The union is like 
that of the Hoon and the demon TtAhu, it is all the 
work of that wicked and troaoherous old washermati.” 

Tlifi king burnt with rago and looked like fiaming 
ftw at this report and eommandoil the washerman to be 
brought to his prasonoc at onoe. 


THE LOVE OF THE WASllEfi-MAlDEN Ifi 

On his ehoulders wa& & bundle of washed clothes and 
on hie hatkd, he carried a staff. Oodlifi, the washerman, 
came tremMJng to the rich one's nisEiiiion. 

The Raja was hotdinjit his dtirbar, sUFrounded bjr his 
courtiers and body-guards. Godha folded hb palms 
before his lordship and delirered himself thus:— 

**For two days, there have been muessant rain and 
storm, and the Sun did not even peep into our lands. 
I ooutd not dry the clothes, Q mighty lord, for this 
reason there has been a delay." 

The Raja was trombliog in rage, for a time, hb 
voice was choked and then he angrily spoke to the mis- 
oruant God1i& thus :— 

" Your daughter has come of age and you have not yet 
given her in marriage. My sdn, I hear, has taken a 
fancy to her. If, by to-night, you do not marry* her to 
some one, my consr.ablee will go tn the morning and 
brine her to the palace forcibly, dragging her by her locks 
through the public streets." 

Oedhi. 

*' At liie dawn of day, to-morrow, I will marry her lo 
BAgua, the gardener, who works as dHy-ishourer in this 
town.” 

Resting the weight of hb person on hU staff, the old 
roan slowly approtichcd his home. For the whole night 
the waaherman and hb wife had not a wink of sleep and 
cried in bitter grief. 

But where b the Prince gone and where is Ehnchan. 
miLta? The drums beat through the streets, announcing 
reward for their arrest Here ends a chapter of the 
song. (IJ. 1-30.} 


Itt EASTEttX HENOAL HALLaDS 

( 5 ) 

A fiAyit, 

KdurhttimMa 

“ HelpIttAS iiV'oiimii that I nm, I (miinnt see tbt* jiatii in 
(larkn«»$. I am unfamtlbir witlt thia pkot». lxM>k how 
bttiutifully thti flnwfw of the .■tcTaw-piant imT« bloomed 
on the b&nJt of yoiidet river. CIa5p me liy my Imnd, 
my beloved, tiiid (eke mu there, I cannot wnlk any 
further, Ity limbs seem heavy. I cannot caiiry tJiem 
any further. Wait, d^ar love, let ili steep here and take 
rest for the remaiiiimt houre of the nifflit." 

Tfte Pnrt^e, 

Fair maiden, do not slop here, Wc mii»t go a littJo 
further and cross th« inrisdiction qf the King, my 
father, 

“ Streaks of light ueem to hciiue from [ho East. I 
think. It wfl! Ijts dnivn 

“ Let 113 go, seeking shelter at the alrnde of some well- 
to*do householder. If we fall in this, we shall have tti 
wander about in this forest like two haniahed souls. There, 
in your sweet compauy. shall I walk in the jungle, nncl 
when we sball feel hungry, the fruits of the wilderness 
will (ippwisfl our hungor- Utidor the shade of trees, we 
will spread luavta, and Ihiit will lie our hed, rmd the tiger 
and halTak>es vriJl Im our kindraiL'* 

Kiiurhnnmatti. 

" The might, my friend, wnt* wcllnigh over. The 
last struggling moonbeams luivo spread a sjuirkle on the 
western aky. I think, we bare croasHd <he juriadietion 
of your father, the King. 

“ My father will mourn my loss in the morning and 
ray mother will strike Imr head against (he wali for 
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grief. You have left your great palnic^ and I hare 
glree up all conaideiatinns of soot6tjr and 
Tliougb tender br nature, being a woman, 1 bare become 
bard ae stone. 

**9ee the dii^r Is dawning over tfae fair world. 
But no mom shall w« see the dear landing-ghat of 
the Kbor&i and no more tfaoae fair livtda, filled with the 
golden ^A/t-barvest t The night is Inking leave, but uo 
more shall we see our home, our cood neighbonrii, our 
kinamen—^men and woniim amungsl whom we have 
lired so long 1 When the night will pass, no more shall 
we hear the ga^ songs of the birds of our M^otheiland, 
nor see that sky of morning, through scenes so familiar 
to the eyea. Alas, the fair llowora of our garden 1 
Never mom will they bloom for us. For our whole life 
have we separated ourselves from the soolety of eur 
friends and kinsmen." 

PrtHoe. 

"Weep not, fair maiden, grieve no more. Henceforward 
shall we have no hntnc but become dwellers of the forest. 

Weep no mom, fair maldfrn, set your mind nt ease. 
We, two, like I wo flowers, are sir on g gar land-like; by 
fate, 

‘‘What is that the people are speaking there on the 
bank of the riser ? Whose jurisdiction may thU be and 
what is the country called (Lt. 


(G) 

Thet Uxsv a Wasiikhman. 


TAc Prince. 

"Listen to me, 0 washernian. yon are surely a servant 
of the Kaja and wash the clothes of the pa]a»^ Can 
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you give a lodgLag to as twft ? I have fallen in evH 
times and my companion is greatly suffering from bitigne. 
My father boa driven ua both away. We had to leave 
home in extreme sorrow." 

The washerman, with hla eyes wide<opeti, gazed at 
them. One looked like the sun and the other like the 
moon,—both of them as if fallen Troni the sky. He 
wondeiingly eyed them from head to toot, and over* 
powered by emotion, oould not speak for a time. He 
trH-ik them for a prince and a prinoesa. 

The Wtuhermaa, 

** T have no son, no daughter. Ton bo my cblldren. 
Come and live with me. My wife Aduna will be a 
mother unto you. Ycm two will rule my house, like 
the angeb, presiding over it* fortune, I earn my 
livelihood hy washing the clothes of the UAjft's palace 

Ttm Prince^ 

•* 1 take you for my foster-father. Know me to be the 
son of a washormnn. I will wash the clothes of the 
palace for you. 1 know how to do that. Your house* 
hold work will be done by this maiden. We shall lie 
like children unto you, and you lika our father. Wc 
wUl Btay at your houee, so long as we live." (LI. l-lfi.) 

( 7 } 

Pritieess .Su^mini. 

"How is it that the clothes have been washed so 
well this time ? Never did the old man show such 
cleverness before," 

The tmdd-Bervont came to Eukmint and said 

'* i young washerman has come, it is be that washes 
your clothe*. He is bondsoina and bright a* the moon 
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aiid loobj like o F'”™ ^ die^uisH. With him ther« is ft 
roftiden, whose beauty is wonderful. Her hair falls on 
her back with iniiuy a lovely curl, and her colour h of 
the or like molten gold. Youth has jusi. 

dawned on her. She w a wonderful thing to behold." 

On havini; the report, Rukimni, the princess, sent 
for the washerwoman. 


Thf Princent. 

•*My raftid-servaiJi has givon me strangH news. I 
hear you have a daughter and n soa-in‘law hy chance> 
This maiden, who has brought our clothes to-day to iny 
apartment is young and hundBome. 1 should like to make 
friends with her.” 

Hayn passed, and KAnchaumalfi paid her visils to the 
princes often. The latter liked her for her heauty and 
became greatly attached to her. How often did they 
embrace each other, declaring sincere friendship ( They 
opened thoir heart freely «n conversation, and three 
months passed in this way. (U. 1*32.) 

(fi) 

One day Rukmini said to her friend 

“Where b your home? Who are your parcute ? 
Why have vou come to thw city and where do you intend 
to go afterwards P How is it that you have left your 
parents and home, and for what fault ? The young man, 
your comiwmion, w ercoedingly handsome. Has he brought 
you here by force, or w?w U love for him, which made 

you give up'home-oonneclions and choose this life of an 

exile ? Tell me, tlear friend, your whole history, without 
hiding Jinything from me,'* 


Eastern bkkgal hallads 

KAncbanmAlfl, n ^,1 ttiiown fm ii^r Mlf-control and 
prudeno®. in an aril mmaenl, l«at both, and related to 
the prineess her whole story, 

rA<? 

‘' This youth, to hftiidwme. comtj» often to the palace. 
It 18 not fit that he should do the mean work of a wiuiher> 
mon. He is not <o by bfrth. He is a pitnce. It is hie 
c-il luck that has doomed him to ibis IKeof tom>w, 
When &e comes to ihe palacfo with clnthes, my thirsty 
oyoi gaste at him through the window. Ah, lav hee 1 
Tour place should he in tho of a lotus, Yoii. hare 

turned to be a worm of dim- This ikuKhiw of a wimbet* 
man bos reduced ym, to tills plight, turning yotir 
bend by lier wily lore, Tlie prineess, otherwise so irood 
and sober, yielded to a weakness in ao oTil moment and 
sent a letter covertly through the clothes to the youth. ” 

Zetter, 

O my love, I do not know who you are. Your hand' 
tome dgurr bm charmed rae. You are the play of evil 
Stars and have given a false report of yourself to my 
father, the King, Like the bee, you are a wandemr la the 
garden, now enjoying ymirsolf lightly over stray flowors. 

'^ The month of .\pril j.s in sight. The spring has 
already entered into Nature's fair ftclds. The cuckoo's 
gay notes are heard everywhere and the fiowurs show 
their full bloom. The women <<f the city are gollv play* 
ing with the red powder Abir, h (t the tooeon to come 
to the Inner aportments of the Itoja with a load of clothes 
cm the head ? Fie I If 1 could find you for a moment to 
speak to you in private, f could open my heart freely. 
Now you may know the pain of Rukmini'i heart from 
this letter, which 1 cannot make too plala/’ (Ll. 1 .R 2 .) 
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£] 


(fl) 

O mail, Incronstant nud fickle like the ben, ieftving the 
faded lower aad ruaaing to a fraab one J Untruatworthy 
and treaoberoua is yuur baarl I 

One da; the prince said to KfincLaniiialA, Pertoit 
me leave for three montlis. Bomain here in this wiisbur- 
mun'ti house, 1 want to tmvol aliroad. After three 
montlia, 1 will meet you again," 

She did not an^poot any thine, she dreamt nothing 
foul. Her 'fimplo soul took Iho matter lightly atid she 
complied vritb her loverrequeat tn all sinoerity. 

Three monthe passed. In Iba city wa» heard the 
sound nf driime. There were great merry-makinga, 
festivities and rejoicings in the king's mansion. 
KAncban asked Aduim, her foster- mother, “ What is all 
thb feativity, motiiur, in the palace, for t Why are the 
drums lie&ten and why do Die pipes sound P " 

Aduot returned from the palace and said. “ A prince 
from an unknown country has oome to marry Rukinini," 
Those three montlis he haa gone — the foarth is 
passing ; yet he has not roturued. It is the fifth month 
now, hut poor SAticban still hoped that he would 
return. In the sUth month, she loat all Caste for food, 
and passed her nights, troubled with dreaina. In the 
seventh she could not cloee her eyes for a moment in 
steep. In the ninth, she began to feel those pangs of 
the heart, which, like worms eating into the green bamboos, 
sap the vitality of youthful lovers. now gave up the 
last hope. In thi- tenth month, like unto the arithmetical 
figure ten, a cipher was put against her luck. In the 
eleventh month, KAftchan tried to compose her mind 
knowing for certain that the was doomed to lasting 
sorrow. On the nigbt o! the thirteenth doy after the 
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lapse nf fnlJ twelFe raeatbs, she blew out the candle# of 
her rwm with her own breath and vept, creeping mto 
the dark, whioh ahe now" liktid better than 

She wandered atiout Iho liank qf the river and oried 
alone. Shu addressed the river uud said, “ I know not 
whonoH yiiq have come, river, and whither you are 
bound? Perchatieo yen may meet him. And If you 
ever do no. kindly teauiid him of me. Yh buata, that 
come from afar svitti sails imfurled, does any of your 
or«n- know an 3 'thing of niy tieloved and can he give me any 
tidingeof him? You have wandered across rivers and 
through the deep and visited many a laud. Did you not 
coma acmsa any place, hoin wlijch you could get any 
message alhiut the treasure I have lost ? 

*' O happy day whoii he will return and bring for me, 
prince ae ho b, onuunenUi studded with diamnnda and 
pearls. Alas, [joor as I am, t will accept Ihem from him 
paying two dropa of tears as their price. 

“To-day has also pasL My hope will rest on ibo 
morrnw, and when to-morrow will pass, 1 will place ray 
hop& on the day after. Thus will my life end. O my 
friend, O my love, I was doomed to sorrow by fate and 
bear a life of scorn for ever.*' (U, l-it-l} 

( 10 ) 

The Colleotor of revenues of the Raja called the 
washerman, one day, to hia presonce and said to him in 
private in a menacing tone, '* In your house tires a 
young maldoii. I tvll] pay you for her Rs. MK> in cash, 
l)csides a new honoe and lands with It. You know my 
power. The calf dies in the wonth of h cow, if I give it 
Ati ftugty look. If you do not agree, know it for certain 
that you will he a rumofl mnTi m no time. You are (o 
send her Immifdlately to mu/' 
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The trasherm&fL returned home and told everything 
to bis trife Adunfi and added. “The CoHcctor will nun 
me. H; houie and things will be burnt down. Why 
should we suffer all these for one, who is nobody 
to ns?" 

AiiutiA to SancAan. 

D beautiful (mo, listen to my advlE^e. You hare 
nowspeuta whole year with us. Tou ar® a virtuoua 
girl and I am like ytmr mother. On my life, 1 ask you 
to promtsg me one thing- You will tuav^ our hciueu Ihis 
rerv night. The wicktM) Colleotor bas lunietl our enemy, 
iSomehow or otb^r. bo hati si!4?ji you iu our house. If you 
■lay hi-te any niorv, we are sufr to bo the vjd.imi» of his 
ire. Our life will lie iit stake. Our hou.se and thing) 
will be Imrut to aibett. Now my advicir to you Is thb. 
Be the true womnti tliat you are und leave our housi nf 
once, to save voursell will u» from iha danger that hiiugs 
overhead.'' (LI. 1-20.J 


In a village, cutU^ Pirer KmidOv lived Tameil Gflil, n 
wholesale Imder Ui rnje. lie bail five ships with 
which he nwd to go Abroad, for piirphoBlug rice. Jli< h as 
Miniitg from nonhem districts, having purvlitMcd a large 
tjuanlity of rit?e nnd got them busked there, Hin five 
ships wore moored on the hunk oT the river 
• KhmAi *i And one nf his pmrlnfrs rupcHed to him that 
a Iwuiatiful woman wjw crying on the river'buik. ' 

Tumaft (Mui bud nu child in bis liouae. He bad 
grown old nnd had no hojat of getting any, in the future. 
Ho felt compassion for ICOmihan and brought her to 
hi.s home 


EASTEKK BENGAL flALLAHS 

A( the hmtM of the CJazl, KAnohaii be^Aa to do aU 
hoitaohfjlii duties. When iih® «il to cook her own moais, 
inctwni^t tt'an» fell from her eye^. When sHk dusted 
the tl'Or, the £;rouQtt beottmt* w»l vrtth Iwr tear:*, Sbo 
■acijt w‘Ub the piK*ltt*r to hritiii mtiyr from the riror 
fh< n: bt p tears luek-iii Lika a wiliiout 'itritur, 

I 'u‘ (iiui and bt» wife tthov^ott (u*r icU'Jaf otTecthm but 

II .lid not iTuess iw the (Uiiibh ot h.'r uirrou 

” J im lio nd on H tr up for (mde. 'IVlt roe -ffhnt 1 
ftbail bi in^ tiTT you, deor rlftns^hter. you «?*> n'>w a tihih! to 
uit Ti'V hiui 110 child to iiiloro oui- bouet?. Hy the I'moa 
of God, bftTO ttot firto in yon “ 

A* liiw boiiiil liini spisik, liio hufTHd lo‘^ry, "What 
should I fk uf hini thoixi^tit, “ I liove no desire 

for onyihmi*.*' 

She ctiuid not ftAj, for nHame, wiwt she wnniod with 
all the ioijditie^ of her itoiib 

Thrm* iiiti«it.hi ofiil thirteen days |wi.ifefd, The Gfttti 
has rotumorl Mrith many valuable ttoods Hr haa brought 
a pi;apl>nPckiiUTe uf rare value for RAiudmn and a hoa, 
full of ^holUtlowewt^ to ailorn her huir. He has. 
liostdes, brought a twt't for her, of iJii cjduur of Ramo, a 
belt of bt'.aittiful itouilaDtji ami ornaniutits for frel and 
nose. Rv htm brouc;ht lor tier a bop-hivo from the forest, 
fuU of twopt boiiey. [ii a iMsket bo luia hpounlut dried 
fish and other nrticliof of fond. His iHiata arv, in fact, 
stored with monj etUhlwt and artielo of luxury 

The GAii is Lfiving an aocount ot Toyaire to his wife 
m detail 

" [ saw a country wliere jieubl** hnilt 'heir roofs with 
straw of ihe utu species, and nnotlier stranite oountrjf 
whore waUir Ls to bo found on iho trotMops/ 

■ Tfcf wwim ^ liilJq* nns«i inhlH- Kntiri«. 
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*' Id another plnre, 1 fannd men cooki;ig tUn mwiia 
and Mrrjng thorn ton, aod tho women driving the 
ploucb tu the fielri*. It ii ilu* bttar who do tho 
marketing there, and in the public streets mid lia^ri, 
one may see wotueit, llockiri;; liy himilniils. There 
I found bufFaloe^, cn^/.ini( in pastures on rivor'Lautrrt 
and (ho doer drinking water front iho foiinfcaititi 
i saw iimtir hitht ami many atrangu lasdij, os ! 
was touring id diDTorimt disitriuta. Through many a 
fisief did I big rivers which OTerflooel their 

banks and lUAny morchfuit>ves9oLi tossed on ilifini. I 
]iiuuM‘d through the dniuRins of many Rsjfjr." ihoii 
followed other detailed cl^riplions, Oi? concluded hv 
saying, “ tu one place 1 saw a sight, which cannot be 
forgotten* It was llie capital of a Rnja. I ijiw his Idg 
[Mtlas'o from afar* and cIosh to t!i® riTer-bank, I wiw 
a wn:slierman, busy with washing. Ua was iiilvunced 
In yeari*. Hi* eyes Jookrii dim, without much of sight 
loft in them and ho did not hear it any one sipjkn in a 
low voitw, I took, him for a iloaf man. On enquiry I 
learnt that he did the washlnc for the pulaco, but i;' feohlo 
bad he grown tlmt ho liwik day* to wash n single 
pii'ce of cloth, I. piti(4 bis ronditiim, imn called him to 
jiif. Uo liail ikojinti or inJo hwlr by »ald , but be had then, 

.1 daughter, who abocondi d with her lovtr tn his indnite 
sorrow and gbnmo. Sli-.- lartifjd uucluiste and left her 
poor pHrents fur etcr. H« lias bU ey^^ilght and power 
of hcarini; by constantly icrkving over Iter For Uo cnnntrt 
furset his dnughlor for all •.he bad done. At ttitcrvala, be 
stopped and reeiimod hlf work, and covering Iris oy(.s wiUi 
his bniida, oriedt'at the reonlJectbn i f Ihrt girl, bmketi 
down and thomughly ttmnanniMi i»y griof. Bie condition 
excitoil my pity and liws loft a doap lniipr««»ion on luy 
mind. If one ho-s no son or dAu;;ht‘.fr, tt is far bettor. 

4 
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Ooe oattbear it; Wt unbeambk it to s'uSer tbe lo» 
of a Itorn child. 

When IvAtiehanmftla heard this, ahe began to erj 
aloud for her fatlier, 

EafioAdn. 

Boar Tiij sorrowfiiJ talc, O my foslrr-fother. Ta3te 
TOP iownediatety to my father. I era that womfta for 
vhtim he grieves T was bom iu the faiafly of a 
washerman, 1ml, ag 111 luck would hare it. I lout mj 
rirtuoun life, owing to my oTil sUm or to some acta of 
my prior birth, I ilo not know. Ygu mnnat ccfnceim, 
whoi a snnjaldOTing lltv 1 hare suppressed all this lime 
Iti niy heart. Ah nhjuct of jmbllc tcamlal, I boar a life 
Ilf great miarry. In this country, I gho hardly eipect 
to get roy heart foothed " (Id. 1-77.} 

im 

KAtrOIlAN C0SIE4 WK TO HER FlTllEtl'B 1I01»E, 
JfnhfoAftttmdfa's Fothfr. 

" You fell « ricttin to erll desire, my dnnghier and 
natle this houati a [ikce of alnuno. Per you, though 
living, I have become tike one duatl. Aty life has been 
itbiskd owing to my avil Inok. Where wos U heard 
thnt the high eror iorsd the low with eouitanoy ? One 
ctimbe a tall Lr<!e, oourUnp the obanoe of death by 
falling down, One who irtcn ta pl)uy> oiiu'a feet on the 
uir, despising the ground that one Lreada, finds no 
supperl. And you bare known it by the experlunoe of 
your own life that though you may cut. a portion of 
your heart for another, that one is nol likely to ho your 
own, One does not always gel, in retnrn, whnt one 
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rivw. however great Uie siw^ilke may be. The bee 
huw a lune of love and the ftower otinnot judge ihe 
depth# of lua sineority at the oulset. But the flower 
knows tha truth, when the Immj breaks his empty proioisa 
and flies to another. The clotid and the moon seem to 
be feat friends for a time. But the nett moment the 
oloud darketiB the moon. If one eon tracts love with a 
Ijad |)ef3on. the end ts suto to bu bittor. Just sea the 
teeth and the tongue. They aecm to Uvo together in 
amity, but the former sowcely lose an epportunity to 
bite tlio latter. O unfortuuatc one, wiihout knowing all 
this, like a baby you put your bauds into the Are, 
OwiJig to the fault of some iinVncwu il*sed in a past 
life, you have now lost all liapptnoss of life. 

** Lots, dear daughiar, is ft gOt^d thing. To some, II 
proves life-giving nootar; to olhers, mortal like poisdo, 
Who should seek that (otw, which bring* in samdol and 
disgrawj in iU Imiii? The eollyrium ttmt adorns the 
eyes Ijouomes black ink, when plsux-il in an lnk*pnt. Love, 
which ftlmuld have adomod your life, htis boaonte Uko 

worm*wood, being Vlw»d ou u wrong 

The daughter dung to ihe ncok of Lha father and 
oriod aloud. TliBy both Uied loaw over thoir sad loU 
The peoplu d Onit city, howover, never kiiBw llmt Uie 
washerman’s daughiur bad icUraod. iLl l-hS.) 


<l») 

They thought that she wm a mud woman and had 
come there from some dbtant tsoimlry. Zfobody could 
kaow or rocogniw* Imr, assbe liad growu so emweiated, 
like Iho spirit ofaiir olr. sho is tor » monmnt here and 
then diflapp«*r». Like a whirlwind that runs and lories 
the dust before it. she moves about the uity without 
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(taying nt nay spot for n minute. Here is »bo seen 
luider the shade of a tree ; but the moment after, Uiere 
aim xvandem by tlio river*bjink. She Bouifitimos sings 
an mjmentiing fwng or hursts into uiunenujug laughter. 
At one raoTueut, she siL^ quietljr and at the unit, thr, 
is seen weeping. 


fn Me f^nfaw. 

Princess Bukmini is aasted on n coimU in an inner 
apirtmeul in the palara. Suddenly like a gnat of wind, 
tlm mad viro»unti of the stmaot outew tJie IUjS\ palnoe 
Sfw saw the prince, aeatud in the nudience-hall, looking 
resplundoat like the moon. People mid, “ Lo, tbeftr goa* 
the mad woman by this path," 

For a few months, she had wandered througJi the 
streets of the oity in thiit way, But frtjtn thu day aho 
saw the prince mtd the priocesa Ruktnint m the pakco. 
SAnchan was sobu no more. 

The moon and Che had fallen into the hands of 
the clouds nnd wore Kometiraea allowod to peep through 
the sky. and wme obacurad a moment after. In thn 
dark nighl. no path was visible. It wa* Uio month of 
jUigust and tho river Kborii ms full. K*ino|wftTrnVti. 
like the very spirit of emotiou thataho was, madtlanFSl bj^ 
luve, came running to tha rivor-ghnt. The clouds wore 

roaring und the rain falling in brge drops. She tiarao 
runuiug in limt dntk night to the iMiuks of the Khorit 

iLfin^kaHn 

"All my sorrows nre gone, my hopw have been 
fulfiUml te-day, I har« Bjieri bh dwir face, for a sight gf 
which ] fl'iA longing all these dayt May you, beloved 
Uve long With U»e new bride ( M«y you for ever ouby 
hiif sweni aiiitpany \ Do not, I pray you, fucoUeot poor 
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utilortuaate Kdnchan. 1 bow & hundred titaofi at vour 
foot fitim here. Th? traoe of tho bed of ^een leavce, 
we used to make Lore, on thia green hank of the river, 
may aiill tie seen. Ent, tleiir friend, do not recollect the 
dreaTQs we drearat in those days. Bo not, also, 0 my 
belovL-d, reeoliecE bow we once made garlands of flowers 
for each other hero. In the depth ol dgbi, at a signal 
from your flute, i used to come running here. Bo not 
remember those days. Illot out all memory of iinfor* 
tunate Efinehan from your mind. 

" 0 river, do not tiivulge the story of my death. Let 
not even thw Uttlo tuHor-bird. that drinks a sip from your 
water know of tiij' death. (J ye, trees of the river-side, 
I pmy thee, do am give out the nows of my death and 
1 Iirny you, 0 moati and ilats, do not give out Iho report 
of my deaih to tny buloved, lifst it should oanae him pain. 
I how to ynu, a*y fatbur, from here. Your daughter's 
la»t request to you is \— Do nut say to any oin* llmt I 
returned borne. 

*' 0 wind, yim are my sole friend; I will whkpor to 
you the tale of my heart- Y"ou are the witness of all— of 
evorything tbn» happonii hy day and everything that 
happens by uighL Yon are ever preaent tn this world. 
The scanda! ubout this iinfortunate oii" is so widespread 
that even the bci.sta of tlio forest and the birihi of the 
air have heard of it, Kitidly do not disclose to any oaa 
that 1 reiurned home. Say net a wonl uf my death to 
my Iwloved leat he should feel a pain in bis Imarl. ! .im 
sure, ray own people will not know tlcvt I am going to 
din here, 

•'O waves, from where have you come and wbilher am 
you bound for ? Take mu along with you, tlontiiig into 
thij unkannn rugtoivs of the ana f«uu which l may 
came hark to thesu md shores. 
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The star* gren' dim at that deep and still honr of the 
night. 

EADcban threw beneK into the river and was lust. 
{U. 1-CO.) 


Tom E)ii>. 


THE TOUKO HERDSMAN. 

{The FrfiPT V«im*ios). 



























































PREPACK 


t’ho ' MnhisIiEll BandKu * (Lit, * the friend, in charge 
cf IjiilTiiliicii/ which X iiave rcndereJ iota a aimplw form 
xtid cftUecl the Voun? Herdsman) was once very popular 
in the aiistern imrts of Mymenstngh. Indeed the spirit of 
romancfl, jiercadinic tlio sontt and its deep heart-stirring 
j} 4 tth(n have a great appeal. We annei two versions ot 
the Mlml. Thp Brat one omla where Sujati, the heautt* 
fill hride of HbgftdUnt, is forcibly carried away by 
MegliUft, the merchant. The second one re|icais tbo 
•‘iory tfdd in the first, with some material points of dilfcr- 
t-nce anti entries it to where Haja Fetigu of Chittagong 
holds hia Court and passes the sentence of death by 
impalement on ClngAdhar, 

Hjth the versions, of which texts are given In this 
volume, are evidently sncunplete. Bahu Chandra Eimtar 
tried Ilia Imst to secure thi» last portions hut could not. 
1 have not. howovor, lost ail hopes of recovoriue tlicm. 

The renaon why so popular a song in on tlie Tergu of 
rumiitig into oblirlou w'ill unt iw fur to seek, Hindu 
orthodoxy rawit have tried HUpprest It lii later tiiUL'S, 
jiDit 09 it did ia iUu ensu Of the hnlbd of ^tahiut, Tho 
^ongs of Bhuhid and of the Wajihor-llaideii, whioh arc 
obfO published here, brenthe thu sanio air of free love and 
atixuel rriinanw, whluh could uol l>y evidently totoraied 
by the Umhminia seltool. Hence it in that thoiiuli In 
iubjeot-mittiir and in spirit, thftsa b.^llaJa nre useentiiiUy 
Hindu, deiicribing taliia of pure Hindu llfu, their 
‘•iiiglng J* no^v restricted amongst I^uhamadan ru.>itica, 
rvud these once favoiirUo sougn of piuiteral love arc 
running out of fiwiiiDU. 

Wo may now eoaily dud in thoeo 4U0gs echoes of thnnc 
leader umotiom, which, in x later epoch, hccania the 
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dtatinctivA aheimiitemMc oi the Vawhtiava whool of 
poetry. ChTonolo^lcal d-^ta should not he used os teatii 
for sMertuoiog thu ioboal, to vhich they hjlGtig. Thesu 
songs, we have said elsewhere, represent, wbate ver 
the date of their coinposUioii may he, the pruvailtug 
features of u school of p tutry that preceded the one of 
the melodious hani-s, who lollowel Ohuudidas and made 
Bengal " a nest of singing birds.'* The dashing courage 
of Suiati« BhetoA and the ausher'm^iiden Kanohnti, 
the exquisite emotions that inrost their nature with an 
Indescribnhla sweetnests, their idealUtic renunciation nu<l 
intensity oE lore nml suEFeriogs forebode the coming 
epoch of emoiioned fsUcity, full of mystic import nod 
spiritual love, whiuh marked the VajahunTa lyrics. In 
fact in the literature of this rustic poetry, one Rometimes 
comes across, tlumgb in u somevriiat crude form, the very 
words end phrases, which bare lent supreme inteceat to 
ValshiiAtn poetry. TliLi shows that the tsmentiah of 
Vuishimva emotional po»try ware nlreiidy in fbe lur, and 
that the pools, tikn Chnudidj^, Jmina Dus ariid Goviiiila 
Das, dirrivitd much of their exquisite ideas and ineptra- 
tUm from the soil in which they were horn, They only 
ciulielttsliehi them, whereas the hillad«tnaker!' gave them 
in their original crude furrn. This literalure of the 
hnlUdi h u, ttidrofore, iliown us the link, which binds 
the old sch[>ot with the new, proriug tlio homogeneity of 
the Bengal aesthetic culture. 

The two runslons, a*i I have alraady stated, while 
founded on the same atcry and showing their likeness in 
the cssentiah of the plot, differ materially in respect of 
some of the detnUa. The flral vcrilon oriduntly bears the 
tiuoe of an interpobtor's hands. The story of the love of 
Dtn^har with the maiden SnjAti. of course, constitute 
the central plot of the ballad. But the first version 
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iippfiinls t-o thf> pwm llie early (Jateer of Hitigadhar. which 
M not quite relevant to the point nntl altwi hrings BHloriim 
on the iioene unnecBssarliy introducing ramiftcfationa to 
complicate the plot. It ftUo Jihows a little psdantry in 
ilesoribuig the ^auty of Snjati nml givw, hero and there, 
phtloaopliical wfl*jction% whitih do not fit in well with the 
spiriL of Ihe ftmple tove-tnle that it is. (Canton I, Ij 3fl-40 
and If, L 30-S6.) Bat if the interpolator hao htimlleil the 
story imd added to iia lensTth, it must he admitted to hi'' 
credit (hat he Is not an unhearable pwl-'int Uk,o Alidnl 
Karim of (JalAchipS who has n'Ctwl some of tlic historical 
hallad.s on Isa Khan and hi* dfiseimdaiits. Tho post who 
has added some piwwges hero seems Ui ho al*'t n rwtio 
hard and gives Ida added talcs with almost tho aama 
iinramiahed simplicity that wn ftntl in the original iromn. 
Tliw ‘xioond vcwbn has uone of these saiaiHlaitie^, whiph 
have been amiece-'arily engrafted uimn the main story. 
Diugdditar is not atliictud liern hy tho Iosj* of his parsnls, 
nor is he embarrassad by hfi falhor’a <l«ilU and ohligiwl to 
Imar a galling sorvitodo. The hallad-ramher learci m* 
margin, even for the «iiike of humour, for lha a^lvenE of 
Asharia llninial on thn soane. Kid -inch a Shylwli actu¬ 
ally exUled in the original Uallad it would not be oosy for 
» btar reeenwonM to do a«ay wilh it Tinnigh wo mis* 
much n! i\if< liummu' ntul pnotry of the mliliid cantos, in 
tho seeom! vCTsion, yd we find in it agrent-w eompaetnew*. 
n ki'nuer eye l«j rotovaiioy, and n homogeneity whiob 
undrmhladij' iirovs- it Lobe thi- original ballad It is n 
pUy that 111 e cmire poem cunM not h- secured. Krom 
the oonclndiiig Untis of the socond verston, we arc hid to 
holievo Llmt SujSti did aome wonderful Imroio nol. which 
jjTobaWy rcdtwsmiMl the fate d her lover and raised her to 
the status of a real heroJtiCt But tlm reader a curiosity 
will bti nipped in th« hud on coming to the k« pitasagw 
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of the foil, iThtoli close.s nhruptl^, loarmif the reEuJer'K 
irttn^innlioit If- ^ovel m the dark aa to the (ate of the 
lovers. One thiii!* ^trlkca raw a.i wmewhiit aiiorrmleii!) in 
tin- i^ttcouil rer^fm. It is dlfruiiiU to undoratanJ 
]>iTis&tIh«r mrirried MoyiHi. But in of the liaffiul? 

luhl ffilk-itilo, Wh hftTO ntmdy found tlio hem of ilu- 
lilies taking mom iMu oiu* wife—a priwticu not m all 
oondoiniu'd liy the elhtos of the A a [o tic riioes. It 
in hin'ed {hj line 2% Canto 7) that Dlngftillmr hud also 
mnnied Suistl, Bm „ we Itave rmmd tlu< ImUiu! in an 
iticornph-le form* no would not Like to risk nnj fiuthi'r 

coTutnoni oti iljd 

Ttio upw'kt ch rm of the song lies m iU Oiiscriptiun 
of the dnivii of lovti on the pair. The lines “«nwci ^ 
tjsf I ^ ir fCaiitn Lm„*1 

arr eti^ulsifn—[(,.|ieniiJi^Mi.s Ihoy dg, tin, pr-sufnu:. ctia* 

liH.ie-. of Jir-^ vouth-tlje Ami UppUa^n m 

ho su V nhieh, mthout any «rasrt of tjuUl, m-ik«i ht*. sljj-. 
aniritsliiu; hor huy irjih f,,,] colour, Unllkw uU that is 
kaowti nt our girls, jjivan, (o Tittsliands at an ng.- whgfi 
t-ht'y have uti p over tu i-hoase, hum h i Jjo vnlui' of 
inniriEi^o, on rautiinl Kflootion, so hajiutiriillj 

nmphndiHfil m iho lino. '(fe” 

VCanti. ■!, Liiir-i tth Of}) ** There oan ha no joy, gtoator In 
jhf rnind of a hrid.?, Umn ik»t of gwHitig a ynnt l, for Iwr 
Imiliau.l whnni she W f^r horwlf.” Ul ih<i 

wrthtHKii Banditi, who hove ourt iily l nil frij-iiiorn uf ouf 
noiuatikhid learn ft&m llij» th.-tt they haFo no powor 
Otar the mintln of thnir viciioii nnd let them f"«l thn 
force of thk frou ospressinn of (fw mind, Rrhioh 

-t|ootos ,ui otlrar aiilbnrity than chat which UiU.tue 1,^, 
stomped on the human eoul. 

riiB Integrity gf the {H'Dpl«‘ And* illujitrotjona through, 
out the narraiite )n the lirst version hi a elear Rtvei forcible 
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iHaoiier. IJnlariiin c<intraetp4 n riebi of Hre hniidred 
rnpoes—" vi srrnff ^ " by a imme of 

ViniiMmd ihougli AnhSU-U ifandil. ilm iHpney.lPTitJor, \s 
ail ijxcepjlini^ly <?tingy nnd BJtactjrit; msm, |ia iit't'eiJta tliis 
rath n^- n roncdufliie surety for ihf Toouffy he- Jeud^, 
FiiItHH a pi-oplo w.tru ejrtn-mtly fic«l fearing fuui hon^t, 
siichn Shjrlm-It a» lio ivnnhj not Ih; nallsfli^il Ivy n rnrrK 
wUi of Ihit jiMture. liOJtni iwi linir-^tl by I!i iUtiuw, 
Tior iverc the of irnoiveucy urgi'ij jn dcf^incav F r 

Dlngildltfir lind m priJiwny Mhirh coulrl he tilj'.i! In 
llie moripy-lwider. Tlalftiilnu. Hu ciitne to rei ^ ver ;iir^ 
money, ihiriiwn yearn after the fWl!» .if the t«iT fsthiir 
Sn trrent was the fear ir> the fhvtiul ir luirul of !.;■ eping .1 
debt, eouirncM W cti*»\ father iiiili(iiiidjit«), lest The 
father Ahnuld risit hrlf, that Ditigfldkir wuk ji i-rcuiTii* 
with a Croat denpntr, when Jn- found ft impifvnhl.-for 
1 1 in I rii satisfy- (ho erndftOT. He wont to ll.ilm'iiiii ntid 
nlTerctd hlft serview in tho past lire-ground, x- irnitf as thi> 
lUdit might remiiin undisnliargied. Ttalariiiit jigrt-ud to the 
offer liu( statwl iliftt it would taho him h\x yarn lo elea*- 
(ho debt by aerring m thal mpneity. “ jts 
51^ I ■" Six yejira’ ilu'uliotn wn* no job.* t li hum 

a dieiub*r to spend tin? nif^t prei'inus part of on os 
in (lueh hfjmiJinUnc Kemtinli.- Bui Dincftdhoi' u ft^ppv 
at tho thought that his father's debt wnuin n, |^V 
In? rWred, and fonrrtriTig iiH hi^i df^fre>j., hf ^n’sJ I eriih 
» -rnsft of relief This smili- lllnnvsn lies the duini tomtio 
honesty of thp Hengd [H<as{mfry of tho ohicn tl/iyn, 

’nio picture of ngrbstilturnl Potifpil^the Hengnl of 
marshes, Hwnnips and tarew r)%orn—of rustk* hut# and 
Inrge ship$ Indon witti mnrohandiie, showing tJjt< great 
vommorcial activities of the peoplo,_uf^ purity of 
rustic lifti, and iiliote nil, of tlio swimt emotions of rthiding 
love, whicJi make* tlie mind ready for martyrdom and 
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great renunciatiun—>1^ mirrored In thid poom in aM ita 
true colours and vivid grandeur. At the same time, the 
autocmilc, cruet and arbitrary nature of the men in 
pon’er, which is proved in other ballads also, is In clear 
evidencf' htw in the aeoouni of Fengu Raja of Ohiitagong 
and of Lho purddious tnerchabt MegbuB. 

"VVo tannoi make any gue» os tothe time vrhet) this 
ballad was compof^ed. The original might have been 
oumposed tiefore the advent of the MahomedaQS, aj 
througliouL thia lung poem, th<)ro is no mention of any 
hfahometlnti mun or womrii The aooaunta ahow that 
the ballad belonged to u country ruled by the Sindus 
and 'iTi1i!i\»itvtl by UtuAe peopli* alone Th^ few L’^rdu 
MTurdfl thul havn crf*pt into the sonji were prnhahly later 
in terp elation a. Iii maiit of lho balbula, there are Clear 
prooD Cl I the of Mahoint-dan eh^rnciiU (n the 

inoidHtiU dt^soflbinl. Dul iiuHher in the poimi of Rheluh, 
nor in fhi# Oim, iht^re if* aoythfng suggesting such on 
elcTumii 'I1ia rvulMiii^i ol vocabutary is not important, 
since, iu tbn course of rticlbitiim of the songs, through long 
guuiuatiun*, furoign u'oids would inevitably dud their 
way into the body d tli** wnga Tlit- ludlad* were 
goiiorullc aung by IowkiIhas tliudus, and also by 

Mahnuiffii-mf I'i ’ iir-Mont ifahomoilttn rustics ua I 
have <aiil m1>i'. rfiQi'r, were iu>:»tly roeniited from the 
tfiTidu • (tiltvuill;r. It ii> no rare'pheitonieimn to trace 
th-i lU'jtl'TU MAhomc-dttJi singer*, to he inoetly Uie dcnooii' 
dftoli iH lliuitu aticcsUffa, wh:i bod Dtlgitudly enmpoard 
i;r »UQg k p,triiuular Ivilliul. Henoe Penuan and Ambic 
vrordr *,;:iuliia)ly uuteicd liila tbeaw »cfng«, in lator 

1( iip(R»ars thn^ the story had some foundation on 
ffinlc Apart from the local geogiupbicul accounts, given 
in bath the veniont, which breathe an air of truth, tho 
incidents of both pmctlcnlly agn^o iu giving a villamous 
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ohamcter to MeghoA and in dedcribing (ha viaiBaftudoa in 
iba lives of Dingiidharand Suj&tl. II seems, ibetefore, that 
the sfcor; is to bo traced to some unknown historical 
souroo of otdan times, to which local bards gave colouriags, 
according to their choice, introducing soma new 
features and omitting or changing the old narrative 
in some points. But the characters, as origiually conceived, 
have remained true to the old historic tradition, though 
the ballad-makers have recast the story from age to age> 

The town of SingApur and Rangcb/ipur, where some 
of the principalinoidentsare said to have taken place,and 
the canal Singakhali, on the bank of which stood the home 
of DingAdhar may be pointed on the maps of Mymensingh 
and of the neighbouring districts. Tt appears from the 
description that the merchants ujied to have commercial 
transactions with ibe Burmese bv means of ships. They 
also went, far beyond the porthern part of Mymenstngb, 
to countries, inhabited by GAtos and Kukis. When in the 
first version, wa find r^ontion of the woman folk, taking 
lead in the trafllo of the market and aa foud of dried 
fish, we are naturally reminded of the Burmese. The 
Kamonnir Desh " referred to in the aecond part, seems 
to be K&makhya or PrAgjyotdshpur (Assam). 

The desoriptiou of a storm on the ooursM of the river 
SurmAi, given in the second version, is an animated and 
picturesque one. II is interesting to note that when a 
rostio poet describes a scene, he repreducee his impressions 
liasad on personal observation—without trying to remem¬ 
ber, and mostly without any knowledge of, what the earlier 
poets wrote on the subject. It is for this reason that the 
account the poet gives here is so life-like and graphic, 
I quote an extract here, to single out, from the ballad, 
a passage of rare force of style. It brings a scene of 
Bolemn grandeur to the mind's eye. 
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"ftpnr wSi PwJi t^firrc^ t 

if^l '-J^H WTCT ^fwrr II 
•ft? *1^ ^S1»T1 C5^ 1 

C¥ WTR ^Tf^l Cfffl I 

c^ <ft1^J5 :FTV fifTTl B^nttPW? I 

Str tfe WW E»r int TO n 

#T?m m *ni??nf %? wf? i 

Ti)6 fural phraiicolo^f of th« litnntmen of tho counttji 
sido, the words of East Bengal dmlii'ct, such -igf i fcrV i^ 

V*|jV^1, 0tc., con jure iipnsceneofwLMstorin, which are now 
and then witnessed on the bi^ rivers of Eastern Denial, 

Chandra Kumar Do was itiformedi aiiout the middle 
of Januaryj 1023, that the Balldd of the lierdsman was 
known to one Qolak Viswas of Gopiiigrftm. Bj lUe Iwt 
week of October, he collected the first version from three 
persona, tix. (1) Chandra Kimnif earkar of Sutrakoim 
(P. O., Fatchpur), (3) KullRr AbbAa, a llilehomedan cart- 
driver of Aajer Bazar anJ (3J Nidhu Byapuri u jute>mor- 
ebant of the Tillage Sohogi. He vent me the first remon 
on the 7th of November, 1(123. He got information 
about a second from one iUheeh Ch, Snrkar of the 
village MSydulfi end seenred it from three sourcee'— 
(1) Gaya, a Nnmasudra by caste a rmtive of the village 
Ochhigr&m (Perg. Bbowal), (2) Mahajiu Shaik, a Maho- 
medan of the same village and (3) Gilohhuni Slmik, a Maho- 
medan peasant of the village Katfihar&. Bnbu Chandra 
Kiimnr sent me ibis poem on the 7th of January, 1024. 

The first version contains 194 linos and the second 
version 343 lines. 

It is probable that the whole Irallad may be secured 
from Jagaildat, a village in the KAaboragunj aubdivisitm 
of tbs district of Mymensingh. 

di 0> ISt 


ly. a SEN. 







The Yeting^ Herdsman 

( 1 ) 

^ITiPre flows ihc river Slujrakiiali. tvhiMe ^►reed;' 
devoured the crops on Ju;r bend, lost October, Here 
dwelt oEce nn honest houselioJder, whose story I nni 
goine to relate to you to^ay. 

He tilled thirteen 4rflA« of land with the help of hia 
huffaloea and every season ho stored hiu granaries with 
rice of flne fiuality. Ue had an only son, fair and hright 
aa the full moon, 'rhe parents eiidoaringty called hjin 
hy the name of Dingildhar or Master of the ships. In 
his tenth year, when, a mere lad, he whistled and 
wandered aireut the villiige-iiatbH with a gladsome 
ht«rt. His mother died suddenly, Other calamities 
also overtook the house. The large house of his father, 
divided into throe spacious coiapartments, caught flr^i 
and was burnt to ashes. It setunod that the goddess of 
luck deseriiMl the family. The bulfaloes in the pastures 
und^the cows in the aheds died of infecilous diseases and 
the flood of Ootttlwr * washed away the ripcorops on the 
lunks of the SingAkhali. Kone was there to sympathise 
with them in their distress. The old man had not a 
«wrio left to him and bo ma at his wit's end as to 
how Ijb would Jlnd means to plough hia lands on the 
river-bend, 

After much hard and oppressing thought, he at last 
made up his mitid. And one day, aarrylnj; a small 
bun die of some fried rice, ns provision for liia journey, 

* t hiM tvighl; ffrv* mkm k,» tSi rwmpqftiliei (htofalj kabiIi*, 
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htf *0t out for the city of Singapur. Thwre liyed o^ rtoli 
mon^y-Iendor ntiraeii BAbrAm, who uaod to lend money 
to ihe needy people on mtereat. He had bocome well 
off by this avocHtioQ. Thirteen festivities he performed 
during the twelve montlw of the year, cspeciaHy the 
Doorgft Pnja uritb great fiulat. In the month of 
Noyembor, he worshipped the god Kartikeya, and in 
December^ he performed the Puj.i of the harvest*goddess 
Lakshini, with offering- of the new rice of the seasop. 
He was, in fact, a very prince among the peasantry of 
the village. Ding&dbar's old father applied for help to 
this raoneydender. Ho said, “ I lun io great distress, 
my lord. My fertile lauds, which yield golden crops 
each season, ore tying fallow. T have no plough, no 
bull, tf you kindly lend me seme money, regularly shall 
I pay you the interest. This help will save me from 
ruin.” 

He got n loan of Rs. KHt, and after executing n bond, 
returned homo with a cheer tut heari. He now built 
one or two bouses as the old ores had t>i‘i‘n burnt down 
atid bought a pair of buffatoofl for plonglung the fields, 
III the niooih of March, hu tilbd the land and sewed 
seeds. April and May rolled by. In dune his riee was 
rijsf, bill just when he bad begun to reap tbp barvest, 
the poor man caught fevor ami suddenly died. This is 
LUb coutsu of tbb world- Wlieii after many days* Uopes. 
the prospect of ftiUllment coiutei, alas, oiiu is taken off 
from bis scone of action, showtne how frail nro huiiiah 
expeciatioita. {LI. l-ld.) 

(^) 

Diu^dhar, thu young led, laincnlt.<d wildly. Alas," 
said he,My motbrr died only the other day and you, 
my father, you, too, bavo left jno thus ‘ l^'tio is thurt! now 
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to locii after me ? t have no friend, ito tiinaman in this 
Tillage, on n tiDse help 1 may count.” The neighlxnira 
cmni! and iiaid, “ Xo ona Uvea with liU paronta for ever ” 
and spoke many a woitl of sn-eet consolation, but ho 
would not be consoled. .:Vgain and Agiuii he or led and 
snidj Alas, who will now help me ? I ant utterly help- 
lesj, and an orphan in the fullesL seme of the word.'* 

He sold tliu iHifTaloo.^ and performed the runeral rites 
of b'la father with the money. Thirtuen years he Uved in 
his village, eantiiig his bread, with dltllcuUy, by stray 
oocupatioiis. He was a mere child when Im futhur died, 
and knew uatblng of the debt his father had ountmeted* 
All on fl sudden, after thirteen long years, Balanim, the 
moueydender, paid Itim a visit and said, '' L'our father 
woa a good man with n religious turn of miud. He was 
a man of cltaracter. X waa extremely pained at the 
Dews of his death/' Se then produced the document 
and said tlmt falling into distress, UiugAilhar's father hud 
taken a loan of hundred rupees from him, ” Here is the 
dooumonl,” he said, “and all the people of our village 
know about this loan. Kow tell unj if you are willmg to 
pay your father's debt/' 

As if a ihunderliott hod Fallon on Htngildher's bead 1 
00 prayed for two months* time, which Balamm readily 
graiitud. 

Ulngftdhar now wept day and night, without being 
able to devise means to pay the money ou the promised 
day. The scriptures say, tf a man dies without clearing 
his debt, he bads no place in beavea hut straightway 
goes to hell, 11 such a tnan » reborn iu this earth ns a 
tree, the loan pursues him as a wild creepr and holds 
him tight iu its grip, giving him no rest. Ko escape 
there is froni the bauds of the mau, to whom one is in 
debt. The purault goes ou through alt future lives. 
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Often the debtor it born :is n bull And drives the |:i1ougb 
oit liH creditor's Hcc-fielils. ivorao tb^n fever ot 

hertilaohe. Its paia tnerraaes diiy by day. The money- 
fenders lire, « oU'**, heartlt^s. They do not remit u 
single cowrie of into rust. Just as a man, passing by a 
bee-liivo and stung liy the Iwes, bocomeft mad with pain, 
even so ia the debtor, and he considers the pain of debt 
the worst of alL other lib of life. 

Hifl father, before his death, hnd diaposed of most of 
bis lands, herd pressed by want. Qb bouses were now at 
the point of crumblitig down, the roofs out of repair and 
the posts Ln a half-abetter ed condition. The buHaloes 
wore sold long ago to meet the ejtpensffs of the fat her'a 
w'tidh, ttow couUl he now clear the debt, swollen into 
a large amount with interest ? What would Dingddhsr 
do under the cironvnstnDces F Seeing no way out from 
bia growing anxieties, he left his home and went to 
Singftpur and one afternoon presented himeelf before 
Bolarftm. (LI, l-iO,) 


( 3 ) 

Ding&dhar bod not bathed, nor had he any meals 
that day. tn greet dutre»i he appeared before the 
money-lender. Ho found Bhlarnm, seated in his out¬ 
house, and approaching him, humbly Uid hb bands 
upon his creditor's foot and said, ‘‘I have come to 
clear my father's debt—if only you would kindly help 
me to do so. A father's debt is tho son’s ; and I do not 
wish to shirk my reaponsihility.” Balanlm was moved. 
He said, ” What amount have you brought with you^ my 
child ? Let me find out what the dues are, from the 
aoooimt ? Give mo the sum I lent. 1 will not charge 
any interest.” 
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DitigAdhiir strotcheil forth hit otnptv bauds and began 
to crj. *'JubL see,*'he said, I have iiotluug with me-. 
J am a tiuggar. Knoir me to bit your elave. I bare 
come with great hopes. Kindly engage mo as a eerrpnt 
in this house and ihua release mo from my father’s doht." 

Then Balarfim thought orer the matter for a while 
and Mid, “I have need of a young serranL All right. 
I give you the charge of my huHaloea. If you can do 
this work for six yeara, 1 will release you from your 
father's debt and tear off the bond." 

Though distressed to think of bis long years of serrt' 
tudct a smile etill broke upon the lijsi of young 
VingtldliAr at the ihongbt that he would at last be able 
to dear his father's debt nt a future itmo. (LI. 1-200 


Let us, for a time, p^iss from the topic of lialar&m and 
Dingfidbar to that of the maiden Sujfiti. 

Balaram had a youthful daughter in hu house, beauti' 
ful as the ovoDing-atar. She looked like the rery lamp 
of the bouse and spread a halo of light around like the 
moonbeams. The crow is dark, the cuckoo, a stiiide 
darker. And darker still is the water of the river 
Sing&khati. But the line bair of the damsel was praised as 
the darkest of them all. Her figurewns symmetrical and fair; 
and'fair was the smile on her lips. Indescribable was the 
beauty of that sweet face. Its only comparison was the full 
moon, Balaram was anxious to floda bridegroom for Sujkti, 
the only child of the bouse. The best fiowers from the 
garden were plucked every day and with them his vrile 
daily worshipped the goddess, Mangal Cbandt, praying 
for a suitable husband for ber daughter. 

J^ow, hear what took place next by a mere accident. 
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Sujati, ont* day, vrent to th® bothtnij-shat o! the riTer 
for lakirii^ her batlL Tho perfunied oil fram liar hand 
spread ita soft fra^anca, and wlt}i n pitcher of ffater 
in tier arms, ^'he slowlr irent to ghfit ail alone. 

'I’he black clouds were brokon and dispersed on all 
sides by the vrild of wind, \vbich madly ran through 
the summer sky. Alone she stood on ibe landing steps, 
gazing at them. The wares of the rirer riojenlly struck 
against the banks In their mad fury. There Wiis no 
possar^by, no trareUor, in that lonely region. So freely 
did she come down to kiiee*^decp water ntid there washed 
her fair limbs. She descended still deeper into the rirer 
and witehed her fair body. Then going dfinm etiU deeper, 
witli her neck outstretched, she looked on all sides with 
curious eyes. Just then she perceived that her pitcher 
of belLmetal was carried awuy by the waves into the 
mid-river. “ Who will faring Lack to me ray pitcher? 
TVhom should I ask for it?" she thought, "There is 
no friend, none to help me hero." The wavea carried the 
pitcher far away from her, " Alas who will help me 
to get my pitcher bick F 1 do not know how to awim. 
It waa my fault that 1 came alone and this b the penalty 
1 have paid. I have lost my pitcher. My parents will 
blame me. It U now high time to tettim. They will 
find fault with me for having come alone and lost the 
pitcher. How shall I return heme with empty liands ? 
O the winds, and the gods of heaven, may you graciously 
make the current blow to the contrary course, so that 
1 may get my pitcher bock.'* 

The nerdsman, 

“ The winds, O fair girl, will not obey your order. But 
here la one, who will I ant getting back your pilobor 
tor you. So return home and think no more of it." 










Hordtiman Xtovcif 



* ^ by does that sound foroiblf capture m? heart 
to*day.” P. 47. 
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BIlc mui a[one there aiid coir thi'f became a pair. On 
the Inndmg-gtmt of the riveTj four met for the Smt 
time. 3he recognised tho youth to he in charge of the 
buffuloc^ ID her fttther'« ptutture, and than auaJysed her 
own fealinga io secret. The culour of the Ja1)5 flower 
reddened her face. TIuh wrts ]ier Arsl youth and the 
dawning of the first happiness on tier Tnaidcdly soiiL 

The yuiiD!; man hitiiiglit the pitcher Iiack and -she 
carried it home, filling it with water. 

He played on a reed-flute eight Inehof long, with pores 
lit intervaU; the burden of hist song was, •' O my 
own dear Rildhil, the nbtised one/' Singing the song 
tiirough hi» flute, the young shepherd relumed to the 
{wistures, nfter bonding over the pitcher. Why is it that 
the maiden turned hot beod, ngntti ami again, to cast a 
glance at him lo-day ? 

** I have seen you often. But to-day I discover graces 
in you, which are altogether now, Why does your flute 
like an oneniy, auum to call me iiway frout the dulies of 
home to-day, to (lazidiiig heigh to of pieasurable thoughts? 
Uay after diiy have I seen you. But'bow is it that to-day 
tlte sight of you OTer|iowers me with a strong emotion, as if 
my life would Ijc unsuppcwtahle without you ? “ 

In n room on I be iu;iHJtid floor of the three-storeyed 
house did she now enter lu change her o'et clothes, but 
her initid knew no njst at the sound of the flute. 

" .Many a time and oft hiiVM t hoard the young lierds- 
maii smiiiil hi.i tluie. Bui nliy does tliiit sound forcibly 
captun^ my bt'iiH fo-d«y? Is H not tlio same flute r 
But tbn tune to-day seems to hu a new one. O my 
i]d|de»-s lad, do ymi also bear a death-likc ^viin in yonr 
heart in Ihol Irtnidy paature-lieLd as J do here, in this ti g l | 
of my laOii^r? O my friend, let your buffaloes gmae 
freely iii ttto piatures on the banks of the yonder stream. 
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Bo &I 0 UI} Cor a momoiit and hi»r tuo. Your Aute lias 
oaptiratad a poor iromwi's liSiirt. WIif do you, my poor 
frioud, ttiiposo your Imra tieud to the scorohiti^ rays of 
the DUTi ? Why do you allow yourself to be wet with 
min ? lu yoiuler svcamp grotrii many a lotus<.pl»oL Qet 
one of its large leuTOs and pnUeot your head. Difficult 
it is to have a [riend — o lover after oub’s mind. When 
such a one is fnutid, uinnr it trouble may hare to be 
borne. One bears hurte from ilm tboras, wliao oae 
stretched oue^a hiutds to pluck a lovely flouer. A, liolpless 
woman am 1, bearing a paiu in my heart which cannot 
be exprei^^sed. Like unto a fbml, formed out of the finnda 
of the bank, but unconnected with it, i lire uonttached to 
my family, though 1 was once ftart and parcel of it. 
For yitame I cannot open rny Lips to exprSi'S whal I feeU 
I would have tom out my bvarl, if it were possible to show 
you its deep wound. £ cannot express my pain to my parents 
either. A feeling of shume holds my totutue. From the 
day we hrst met oti the lHtidiiig>ghat, your flute bite 
maddened tnc. How can I meet ynu, iMdng a woman of 
the harem, always caring for society and its restrictions? 
The seer et pain i^i un hearable, I try to ad vise my heart 
to reason and dissuade it from this mad bitwohniHUt. 
But the utmd*s course cannot be stopped. Sly youth 
alas is waning away in deep anguish, No friend of mitio 
knows my innermost thought: not a fly, not a worm has 
a kunwledgo of it. Reserredly do I keep my feelings 
eonflned to my heart. Were I a bird, how happy would 
I be, to iiee your face, sitting on a iwugh or flying in the 
air ? Fain would 1 cut olf all the ties of the fnmily 
and would be near you, miuistering to your tcouiforts. 
How gladly would L waiulev with you, wherever you 
would go I And if the sun wni its burning rays, .1 would 
bold up a lotus'limf to protect your head. How lung 
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shall I decebe other* and deceive myself in this way 1 
My parenta dl&ooas the question of ray marriage. Ah 
me 1 they do not know wlmt is in my mind. If one's 
ibind becomes madly devoted, w'hat will social oonaidera* 
tion* do ? Sweet i* the cool water of the ri™-. sweeter 
still the air, that gently blows over it. The mlLk of 
green coooaniits is even sweeter than that air. Greater 
than these and immeastirahly sweet i» the first love in 
woman’s heart. But the sweeinrsa of getting a husband 
after one's own choice, one whom the bean elects, sur* 
passes all other good fortunes of life. Just as the river 
sends sprays up in the air and Lo the blue azure these 
white little things shiningly play together, even ee, above 
this dark human life do such a pair enjoy their blissful 
love. There is a plant of Charopi. on which hang 
flowers, looking like a garland or like the smile of a 
sweet fiwe. They artf in full hloom and neither decay 
nor drop from the stalks. Uy heart yearns to prepare a 
wreath with them to he presented to you as a symbol of 
my constatioy and love. Alas, I am reminded that 1 am 
not allowed to go out of this house I Ii 1* then that 1 feel 
how helpless I am.” 

TUoto are some of thi* stray thoughts—the secret 
laments of tliw maiden's hearU (bb 

m 

Now lot US see wlml the youth i» doing in tho pasturKi 
with the b uffal oes in hi* charge. 

When the clouds are rent by gusts of winds and the 
«tarv appear growing brightly fwjm their midst, the 
young man thinks that thay are hoauiiful like tho eyes of 
the nmiden. 

Tho dark clouds fly abuvn, spreading themselves 
rapidly over the aTture,—Iho young herdsman irnugines 
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the maiden to be ^oing to the river-;A<if, covered with 
her dark tafi. 

The winds raise wareb ever the river in quick saoces-> 
s;on,—the jroutb reminded of the yexty dance of the 
long Qowini; hair on the fair darasel’e head. 

The lotuses are in full bloom on the waters*—the 
joung nuin imaginea that the face of the girl » made of 
their soft hJcu(ioms. 

Thus indulging in niAti roveries* be became carelesa 
about hb duties and did not watch the huSaloes In his 
charge. 

Now hear what happened one daj. 

These heaits nte up the crijps of the river-bank. The 
watobnmn reported to ttia Raja that Bularilm’s bullatoes 
hod eaten up all the crops of the river-btmk, belonging 
to Hib Highness 

The coiistabitbs with long Iwimboo'Clults in tlieir hands 
appeared before Habiram and wanted hini pi^remptorily 
to present hitnsfllf before ihe RujaV oourL BalarAm, 
with ttinrs in his eyes, approached the palace of the Lord 
of the village in stow steps* while bia wife and beautiful 
Bu jJill trembled in fear m to wlint punishment lialarSm 
would receive at the hands of the infuriated Zemindar. 

Hnlarflm now catnie near the gate-wsy of the court, 
where mnny soldiers, with their loin-cloths bound tight 
round their waists, brandlshiid their lung sticks aud swo^s. 
They put him into a dungeon and there be remained for 
some time. Ueanwhite Ding&dhura approached the Uaja 
with joined palms and tliiis submitted his prayer* ** Do 
not, 0 lord, punish loy tDOstcr. tn the uamG of God, 
I ask you not to take any violent ste|» ngninst him. Be 
pleased to have me arrested in his stead, and 1 will make 
up for the loss Your tjordeblp baa sustained, by aerving 
you for full six years." 



THE VOITNG tlPxRDSlUAI^ 


Thw huffaloeH were confiscated to the SUte and 
Diugfidliar’s tcrviooii were tninsferrect to the Kaja’jt 
pastui^. The competisatioiv bnin^ thug paid, BahLnt.m 
was roloaaed, bj the order of the iSaja. 

Till) miudett Mcj‘ct1y Linit-med in her lonely apartment. 
‘■Alas, ray Friend, yon havn left onr biim^ for good t 
Helpless os I am, whnt tsnii I do to save yon ? If ft 
were possible, I vould aeli ray aaae-omntDOnt and make 
ap for the loss, caused by the hufTaloes " 

Whencsalled to dinner, she sctvrcely ate anything, and 
when retitiug to sleep, sJie could soorocly ttinso her oyc- 
Ihlu. The soft cushions she did not like, but spread the 
long flowing ends of her *3#** tind lay herself down on 
iho 1)af6 floor. The father did nni know her anguish i 
nor cifen her mother, l ike flra smouldering in the saw- 
diisi, grief burnt her heart slowly, unseen by others. 
This fire was not to bo extiagutslied bj water, " Else, 
my conatant tears would have done it. Like tlie flow-tide 
t" this youth of woman. If either crosses its limits, there 
is that genem! whispifr and alarm " Shi; thought. 


(U, 1-ti,) 




Asharia Afnndal is a notortouji miser* When he sat 
to dine, ho wsed to chain his cat, lest it should come too 
n^r and steal a morsel. Ilia wife wn* almoat in a state 
of nudity, yet he wcmid not buy now etothes for her. 
His brother, in rage, would often slap him on the fane 
for hts extrema stinginess, and hb son would abuse him 
and call him a contemptible mad fellow. But bis cluuac- 
ter was not reformed. Ke slept ou the bare floor and 
would not buy n mat. He worn n ragged Inin-doth and 
day and night counted bis interest. He woe a 




b 2 


liASTMltK BEJIGAL BaLLADS 


“ crocodile of wealtb,*' * a))d ffhea bo gave a !oati (o 
anybody, be ivould not remit a fartbiug of the interoat. 
If any one camB to him to clear hia dues, lie looked 
intensely into hb account-books and calcuJntad tbe 
interest minutely and cmuitcd every farthing. Ho 
scarcely ate tivo meats; one was sufficient for him. No 
one Sfliv him spend tneney for oil. When night came, 
he guthered a heap of dry leaves and made a Arc to serve 
the purjKJiH] of a lam p. 

After thinking wildly over his diatresaed oondition, 
DaliuArn >taw on way cut of bb difficulty, and applied for 
ft loan to Asbarin, who gave him Rs. BOO. making him 
swear, on his honour, to fulfil hb strict conditioiia in 
due time. 

Balarilm paid a compcnsatlau to the Raja with the 
mnnoT aud Urns got lus buffaloea leleased. 

Out of kindness, the Raja granted a release to Dingfi- 
dhara. after be hod served for sia munths. Btii the youth 
had not the courage to intora to Hnluiiam'a bouse. (LI. 1-1*7.) 

(7) 

Ihc river, in «Fuiic, prij^enied u wild spcetaule ut 
furiouft waves. Knowing not vvlrnl ccur^r to follcuv, 
Dingftilhar wuftidered about the liank with tearful eyes. 
Ifv had no father, uc mother, nut even a brother, and his 
home on the Siiigakhnli lay deserted, there licijjg uonn 
thurtf tu ligiit the cvcuifig lamp. 

He attempted to ems the riviw by swimming. Jlut a 
great storm overtook bim in the rntd-river, and he was 
knneked at the lieiiii by the dashing waves ami rendered 
unconscious. The river was very deep there and he was 
ftbout to 1a> dmwneil liopelcfuily, rortiinatclj. however, 

*On, «bHK ItH tnmi rietiH I. siuanJiy oOImI Is ihl* etrnUrT ■ 

* v*71Hindlla qf wajhll j| '' 
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a tnarchant from tb& trust wiw i^ujiiba Hint ivnv uUli 
sBven tiJiiiM, tudeti ivUli salt, molusutss, rice, mii^tnrd. 
chilly, peppcf, iiiiiirvF and otbtrr prudiiDts. 

Hijt ship M'as nmtiiiutl by U'i oursntt^n. a,») tliM 

struggling youth about ti> be drowned Ln the Surtnfi rh->*r 
anti out of I(uidu04ia. offered him Jielp itt time, Ht» wrw 
bMuglit to the tdirp. The rnerubaat found hu bnuiih 
almost gouL', aoil lie wiw fur Kuriieiirafl in doubt os to 
ivJietLer therw wus Eife in him. But tho youth slutvlv 
rallied. 

l>ingftdhar spent a jear with the meroUnnt. who 
treated liiiu with great affeetiou. lu fact he eiijoytKJ the 
position of the raercluint*i* son in that house. The mer- 
chant one day told him. ** This house, my boy, is yours. 

I have no children., nor any Inndrd estate, Tlieiki <«eri*n 
ships an* all my pruijurty. .ind you h:tve (.wn tiiui L 
live by tniJe in countries, far and iionr.'' 

Not loug after, the rnerchtint caught farm-, ring to 
exposure to norlharn l»reusso, nnil died. I)ingadh,i,- >iow 
Ittiotime the master ol the seven shipu. 

With thoiic he tuudu « voyage Uirmigh thf river 
l^urttiA and after mitny days., retumud to his own native 
village on the Inmk of the SinittlklvftU, He (muntruirlea 
many goodly hnusea there, with doors'open to the south. 
.Vftrr being thus settled at fiomo he rcmeinlierotl the 
lielovod maiden Siijati, whom he bad not (*t«n for the 
last tlvr years, ■* How is she doing ? ’* He asktsl to 
himself, *' Has 1»«eii tnnrrie<l Tiy thi^ time ? Does 
she still think of mu, after the Ifipo of so miiny year^i^ '* 

He took a hag on his &bonkIors and n staff in his hand 
and lUuA dlxgnfitetl ns n Fakir, went to !!>ingiipiir, the 
native jihia* of Halarfim. 

The liig hmiiwi he saw thm* on tlji! point i}' rollapiiiiig. 
Balantm was deml tiiid hr< hurni* liuihed dfi^jlut'f uid 
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iliwrled. From tbo unprol^clud jroof the thi«vt4* atole 
tlrriw, Hi)r| the liedg^Bit nrid n'alia 'vrere brolcmi by Irea- 
fuuiisarA. The mother itniJ Lhu occupied a comer 

«f the huuai* ami lived ui great feaft crying day and 
l/iugftdhjir iiiit^ii' tlivir mbei&ble con dt Mod and 
lit A hoatt blod in jii'tniHttliy. 

lie $houiod like II heggiir, oakiiig tor charity. Alas t 
they had ttoi eveu ti handful of rice to olTer to the 
neemiiig Fakir. The maidea looked at bini witti tears 
in her evei}. She tvoa ber^ilf a beggar, korv could she 
help a lieggar ? There irere a biindred patches in her 
and she looked pule, like Qre baif hid in ushea. 
Dingjldhur's hpart broke at the sight. A silent cry rose 
in bi^ heart, like wbeiii u spark of lire touches the store 
of gunpowder. (U. 1-50.) 

(B) 

He ndurned home, convinced that SttjAti woa still 
unmarried. lie sent u mateh<-maker li> Balarain^s house. 
The motiler offered him a wooden seat and rsoeived him 
with respect. He nddresited her and suhh ** Sour daughter, 
1 »er, has stepped into her youth. She is exceedingly 
handsome. In foot, I have not fieen a girl so beautiful 
in the lovtilUy I am a matob-muker and travel far and 
ntiiir in quest of brides. Tf yon wieh, 1 may try to secure a 
hridegroum for your daughter. Now tell me your views. 
1 have, on my list, a score of suitable youtha, ready for 
engapemeni. Say whui. oondiUons would you like to 
propose.” 

The pool mother's oycft were almost blinded wjth tears. 
She mu durkn«!Ss all aruimil her. Slowly did she soy, 
" The tnerclmnt Bnlar&m died, leaving a debt of Hs. BCMt; 
n marriage-proposal has been forued upon u.s nn accunnt 
of hts debt .All tlm bufTalueiv and our postures have 


THE yOUKG HERDSMAN M 

betn uiorig&ged to the monej’leader. We have ibus 
lieeii able to clear half of our debts and ]imjr«l for a 
little eitentioo of time. Six moDtha waa granted, 
during a'hich the rcmniains muuej muflt be paid. Should 
we fHil to da so, Ashilria would seize our houna and 
prajMirtv and forcilily gel my daughter marrjiKi to Iuh 
(K m. Tlnw the poor girl w to bo given away in lieu of 
her father'^* dabt, A^liAria belongs to a low-caate UruiiJ< 
ItrtriA comtaunlty He ut resolvod to ruin our social 
status in this way. But bnow, my dcJir air, before I agree 
to this dii^honourable proposal, 1 will out my daughter to 
pieces with my own hand and float the corpee in the river, 
and iheti drown myutf there. There is only one week 
in hand •, so the time hits uearly expired. Wa do not 
know what will befall us in the intervaL 

T/tf J/flfcA'WioAer, 

" I will get your house uttd property released by clearing 
your debt. Within seven days you will see it all done,*' 

The match^maker rciurned on the fourth day and 
cleared the debt with interest to the last farthing. The 
pra(>erty waa rckvtsed and the house thoroughly repaired. 

The match'[miker raised agaiit the questiou of 
marriage, but did not disclose the name of Dittgfldbar. 
The maiden Sujati now thought over the matter The 
date of luarriatEe could no longer be put off. She took 
recouTiio to a pretext and said to the match-niaker, 
“ There was ii young man in charge of the buffaloes of 
our house in my felher’s time. He was appointed for 
six years, but having florv<.-d us only for six months, left 
this bouse, i do not know hb present whereabouts, nor 
the name ol his cuiiivo village. The oondition of my 
marriage »this. This youth should be found out. Myself 
and my mother are helplufis nomeit. Who will take 


EASTBHN HENOaL RALLAf^S 


M 

^ hnr gi> of our buifaloeiA ? Wk cniinot to tbe pastures 
and keep watch over them. 

Th<! iiiatc?h*maker w#»nt to ttinsftdluir with ths'uaasage. 

When he heard thK disguised himiwlf 

a» « match-maker, ati'l Hi-jit to the hmiso of the 
maiiien. flo hound hi» lioir into a knot, after the 

tiianiiet of a matalt'mukvr and spread an umbreUa of 
split tiamboos over iii> head. .Virivinfr at Sing&pur, 
he approached the injiideu aitd nitide ii hurried speech 
to this effect. “ ( am a hrolhor the match-maker, who 
lately called here. We have now hcanl of your strange 
condition. You should have told of it Iwforeliand. We 
have repaired and reconstrneled the houses and paid off 
your delit to AshAria. Th« marrU^B is fixed. The 
bridegrooiu has alroadj come here ind is staying oti his 
Itoai in the river, Now what pro Jett!* are these? Where 
can you expect us to lind out your y.ning hcrdsmaii ? Who 
is he ? We do not know. However. I am preparerl to 
Take charge of your buffaloBS ami servo m your servant 
from to-day. Now be t rue to the erisogement and conscut 
vO the marri^e." Saying «0. h<‘ threw away hw false 
hair and the guise of a match-Tniiker, He became oucc 
more the young herdsman he w^ie tjy wearing a cap on hia 
head and taking the shepherd’s crook in his hand. The 
maiden looked intently at the youth and now reeogniaed 
her herdsman-lover, Hu had the same (Into in hta hand, 
anti sang a jmng—tliat old son?, which bad captivated 
Sujftti’a mind on the tionk of the Hurmit. 

I'te druma and tailors were twatea and the muaic of 
SAn&l'a note was heard from afar. Bijauliful Sujati was 
thus married to DinETudhar.* (1<1* 1-82.) 

■ lliw htk** Krai Upbiv ng’iipe^fnl I7 ii* evlT^uaf t^ka 

I.CI- Ultl vAkI se— 

Wlam Ibtl Ptft el IW (wtu w I ^if niiiliiftro^ tHyoaiiLii iicitM nita 

THi Bfgllfc R* tw nitaaea*! WttI Uilmfifti “ t lUtIr 

Twftim3xn Ma fittafcliHlt e™** tti« aW-rf 
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Af«»glma. n iftordMMit of Chittagong^ wm passing hf 
the river SuriiiSi with tiin live iihips. The oars were 
coloured red tuid blue, and ns thejr struck the waves, a 
musical note arose, filling tin nir with the souiul. The 
river, itruok Uy tho oars, was to oommotion, presenting a 
spectacle of wild turmuil. 

The oarsmen and the Captain asked the fishota, who 
were throwing nets into the river, Will you toll tis, 
friends, the name of this conntry ?” *' Go a little up, 
said they, “and you will flud the landing-steps, known 
as fJingft.dhar*s *pSi^ uear the bend of the river.” 

ITie landing-steps were madd of stone. Here the 
yonn® wife Sujilti was bathing. She looked beautiful as 
the ftill-moon. She was dressed in her blue 'oftri,' 
through which the lustre of her l>otly shone (ortli in 
bright contrast. There, silting on the landing-sUpB, she 
openijd the five-ffild liraids of her ohigimn and with the 
end of Her ‘«art * wiped aw-iy the red dye from her feet. 

Staying in the mid-river, MogiiuA looked at her 
beauty and was Co.Hrined. She lookwl like a fairy with 
her blue ‘laW,* her mooti-Uke face and tiie ourling hair 
which fell loosely round her head. She waa busy with 
her toilet-article* on (he laiiding-^^iai, but when she saw 
foreign people coming <m a ship, she hastily took the 
pitcher in her arm and in slow steps walked towarda her 
homu. 

She went all nlone, Meghuft ordored his ships to 
oast anchor tlioro and, (or sometime, sat tnusing, forget* 
ful of himself. When ovcaiug came, he set out for 
DiiigAdhnr's house. 

Ill n pleasure-house, raised in the midst of a tank, 
Ding&dhar sat in a happy mood, when ileghuA paid him 
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A and offered as a paest of the hoii>i« for the 

iii'?!tt. Ott pretext of friendsihip, bf spoor, the nE^ht 
there, He locMontnJly talked over n^riy oiattcrft, oon- 
ceniing tbo prospects of his trade rtnd Astd, *• In the nnrth 
tlmre is » plaeo called Arurig, [ am goiop then) for 
trade. It is a stranite place. In exchAtiite of rice, they 
ifivt. iis liirge quantities of ^Id. They in, greatly fond 

dried flah, Trliieli is not avoihible in I hut country. For 
soiiiii quyiitity of dried ft»h, they would ijive ue a golden 
c»p. For shaddock tfiey would offer preoious stones. 
In liidir country there ar.* no hetetw or nutA If they get 
tlwso, they would gludtygive oyster*p«irK They accept 
biiuatiu. CDcoauut .i»d otUc-r fruii^ in .■ichiinge of 

Ihe^u ticoouritf4 rlut of 

diiJir iinii he litartfid fnr that fVrprtheni ciLy for tmcle with 
his fftlat, friend. Uu toot leave of ^his wife Sujaii 
^d in great s^ed. io six days, he porfornied a 

journey, which, in usual oourse, would take six Ioqk 
iiioniha. 

It was evening and the sun waa .ethng with glittering 
The shipa were going fast over the waters, aided 
by the pbyful winds. At a oon^j,, place, Meghuft 
ordered his bojitmeji to cast utichor with a foul motive. 
Um^hftv entered his friend’s ship for the purpose of 
pUyiug at dice. Phore after playing for hours, Dingft* 
dimt fell iiskep h his friend’s cahln. 

Now the uickal .VeghuA cut off the rope* of his ship 
nliieh went xrnightto the sea ivtlh Diiigridhar. carried 
hy the current; and the oarsuien and other* on Dingft. 

dhar s ship lay uneotiscio.i* in deep sleep and llie people 

of Aleghufl, at a signal from their master, led the other 
sh.p against the tide, which, aided by favoumWo wind* 
marched off, with sails unfurled. /i i i pn ! 
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(W) 

In ihu Tiiuniini; Siijftfi nas taklii" in iipr <n,vn 
uompiirimunt, iicotnnininiiit l>y lier fuTOnI? nttwiidrint*. 
llQdflhii, a sHrvftnt *if llie lunisn* Avlth (lie report thnt 
n I'utiiour rou lu tlie eity to ilio effect that the nsastet of 
the eonffn^ Imek. 

Sujad, rtlioii she heai^J U, ivoiit to her toilet-rw«n 
mid wore n ffiirgiwnih like Un* t<il of ft peftcock. 

In her ni'iwa, she wore liniceiets nod Ml :vrmlf*l. She 
ftdortied her elugiKiii with n garlmiil of Clmiopo-flmTor 
iindi over it put aoinv solden bees, Xeftr Lor forehead, 
she wore golden ^tars, aiid <i bfftitt’ iiilortied lier uosOj A 
pivir of ijoldcu peudjiiits of tile ptillerii of ‘J^hHttika’ 
Jlower hang from her ears : jitid when she wore the red 
si«u of look on her forpheuil, verily did *Ue look like 
L^kshnit, the hat rest-goddess* On her fool sounded hor 
Mikluts, iiitvking a merry jingling sound. 

She made petuly o dot basket with sacred arllolcis 
ehle% blatle# of grass, a handful of riot* find some sacred 
things, which were first offereil to the gtiddoSB * Banfl 
Durgfl.’ Her husliaiid liud Pclurinid niter six manths, 
and she was there to give a due reception to hil ships, 
pgrlorming the siicred rites. Sh« came to the pivai-.^Ao/ 
and recugniflifd h«T liiwhLind*s ship. She was now to take 
the goods fliid trensures fDm it. observing the UBinil 
cereraonies. She came down to the river and first mado 
a sign with vonuiliou on the prow and placed on it the 
blades of grass and a few grains of rice. After long days 
her huehftnd hnd teturuBd. Uer Imarl was full of joy 
and u smile adormnl 1i« lips, Al tlib ^tage, the devil of 
Megbuil appewed there and with the suddenness of a 
vulture, which swswin' down nimn a fish, about to ha cut 
hy the fisher's knife, seiicd finjatl and Ciuriod her lo the 
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tliip. 'lluiij at & signal ffiOm liim, hw muD iniinedlately 
started the ntiipa, wliich belru^ faveurt>d by the iilrong 
curraot, flew off liice a fbujb. The eloude %¥«(« roiiriDg in 
the aky and the sails ffere aided by liigb ninds. Ibe 
people On tlia bank stood stupifldd by the suddenness of 
theactiun. In nn instant the ahtp wenL out of Bight so 
fast ihat they could not balievo that such a thing hat really 
happened beff)rt! their eyes. SujWi was Been In^t timestrllc- 
iug her liead with her hand'*. It tike the Etaksliasa 
tarrying off SitH froin her sylrau horae> (LI. 1-35.) 


bito»n.atR. 


Tllli VOrXG UEKDSMA*’. 
(A SECOVtJ Vehsion.) 





The Young Herdsman. 

( 1 ) 

*■ O my youthful herdsman. O my frieodf ray iteart 
weeps for you I iTroin where do you sound your flofe? 
[ look on all side# in vnin and see you not on the hanks 
of lh« Sunnai.” 

" 0« one side of the Surraiii. I see the bank, risen to. 
great huighr, all black, and oJl on the oilier, it b all 
u hile widi Hands. Between tier black aud white hanks. 
Hows the SuTTnfii. From where dost thou sound voiir 
time in this region ? 1 cannot see theo. The HijaUtreo 

stands high there, I ask it, Wilt you toil me, my 
good tree, who sounds the flute so sweetly ?" 

‘‘The hiossoming Champgi and the flowers nf the 
sorewvptants sdom this bank of the rvrer. Here have f 
hat all control over ray heart at the sound of your flute. 
Jfy fiooiat ties, my family honour hare now no meaning 
for me." 

Her pitcher which was fuU to the brim, she ompties 
and, on pretext of fetching water, she goes to the riret’ 
gAat and gases around. 

The water, which is emptied from the pitcher, is 
sacked by the earth and, with it, the tears that fall from 
hor eyes. She cannot see the path tbriuigb her teais 
and asys, '* O my bee, why do you not come to the flower, 
which has bloomed for you." fXii_ l-ifi,) 

12 ) 

So indifferent was she to ereiything elm, while littea- 
ing to the flute, that she know not tbni her pitcher ha<i 
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1»«D carried away by rlie current anil floated tux off. 
The icound of tlin flute uatilured. her henrf eoiDpletety. 
She fiitt on the lamling-i^teps anti oponeit the five braida 
from her chignon. Trcm iintler her wet her 

dAKxiin^ beauty appeared like a flitch, ^'ith the help of 
a (seed of scanflren), she uh'aii^ed her body and 

wiped away the dirt with the end of her flow'll!^ aaW. 
The red dyetif Hev feel tvuft washed away by the wave* 
of the river. She came down to hnee-drep water and 
wn$;hrn] her fair feet; !<he deitciMKled stilJ down and 
wiished her fair limhit and then coming down atilt deeper, 
her Wy fully inerg'ed in waler,—wilh her neck stretched 
out,—she cJtHi her gin nee, full of curiosity, on all sides. 
From the other hank of the river, came floating ot this 
inonieiit the sound of the ynnngman'a dute. The air 
was sporting and bocame refionant with the sweet ntuaio. 
The girl found her senses completely sulpdtied by the 
flule’s appoal. Tlie black clouds were moving wildlv, 
driven by Hit* winds. From what ileptli of the forest was 
the date Binging so sweetly r 

Day by day luive I beard the sound of this Bute. 
Hut neter felt its niuddening effect as greatly na to-day. 
Ye, b«ea. Hint are flying from one flower to anutber in the 
grovi* (if the acrew-plants, in quest of honey, will you tell 
me, who it ia limt plays on the flute ? Show me the p&th, 
so lliat I limy flnd him at last. My eyes are nearly 
blinded with Iciirs, Kvery day I come to the ffhat iti qiiesi 
of him. I came yesterday, aud have come bo-day. But 
in vain goes iny search fc r the player of the flute. n"d 
I kimwn how Lu swim, fiiin would 1 crass the river nnd 
catch him on I bo other b.iuk." 

The wt^lem clouds went flying to the eustem aky. 
The pitdmr of hell-metal was carried Tiy the ourront far 
off. Her iky-drojuu vaniAliiKl, nnd commg Imok to her 
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slue iH!rmv«(] thi’ faolpleunc’ss of Jiat situation. 
Who would hwlp her v> bring ihe pitehcr Imok ? Ti 
tiuneed oil thu wiiVDs and weut ftir uwuy. isliu did UOt 
know how to itwim. What should ahe do now 'e 

" At an tivil hour did I o:ntid lo the pAut. My pttoher 
M My pcirentn will L-iko me to laak. It is high 

timu to rotunu t ahull bt* rubukiHl for coming to tho 
river all aluim ami th)' phdiar in thiN way. FIow 

almi11 return home with empty hands? t) tlio wmdS) 
and ihu goiiit of tlm aky, order tlie curreuL tu take thr 
euQtrary coiirw, ao that it may hriog my pitcher Imek to 
mo. O river, ■«> tTUOlly aportivr Jiavo you Imrn; How 
with forouwiblti tide to eH mo |)«ck m/ lost thins;.” 

7'Ae Herflsniftif, 

'■ The winds will nnl id-fy your ij.rfl«i-9. nor Iha river. 
Hut hero is uno wim wilt. I will got for ynii tho pitohor 
hick, you may rotiirn honte ipiito at ease.” 

ft wsiB rnid<h-y. He t^um to mu with a trip nu his 
head and a sfiophenl’s urouk In iiis liand —a pertact 
si ranger to lUiv t Imd Wtt aloim, Init imw wu hHoamo 
a pair. This rnreting niis or4lmned hy I’rovtdnneu, and so 
we met.” 

A sell*# ol' shnmu coloUteil her fitot* with the scarlet 
hue of thu Juvti llower. This waa her drud yculii and 
this w.as the dannin!* of the nr:*t happitif'^^ md her 
maidenly soul. The lieu imprinis a kus on the flower jiud 
leavew a sign. Tlii: iiiiprt'Won of Huii lueutdjg, likewise, 
made ii ull'u un her Imarl, tiui nr to I# ofTaLaul, 

Thu youth iiroiight her luaiik tin* pitoher, And Aia 
dik'd it W'ith water, and carrying it on hur arms, she was 
about to r'sturn home, when she nofily said, " Who urn 
you, Iniridsoiite youth r I mivi«r saw yon befora, nor 
heard of you. You hnve really oderwl lUu a holp 

1 » 
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to-tUy, ;riieii I ntiiided i| niosl. The wiind of your fliito 
ttud tLe Hureetues^ of yovu i^niile tui?o such h charraiti^ 
pfft'cT on my mind ^ T cdiiijot rwsist il,*' 

Thr Svi'<ltman, 

" I ti'iiil my Ciiitle on [he other l>onk of I fie river. 
Jly IntlTiiioefi i*n«}!e in ytmilt>r p»«4ttii'e. In that tin^ro- 
iorted Jnnil. •>cordiiii^ rriy!i of the fan liurn me, and tv hen 
min cornua, I heeonie drenchtd with it. So do I jiitit'o 
of my sorrows throU(jli tliU ttiile to rta<iuage the 
[mill of my heart—not that oUncrs would hear it. From 
to-day 1 will wail in yondtt- avenue of Ayof free* and 
you will L-ome u ith jour pitcher for water here. I will 
8tay oil t.ha other bank and you will be here. If will be 
only for o sijjbt of yovir face—nothing more.'* 

He oftrried with him a reed-flute, eight iuebes lonir, 
with holes at iutoryal. On othor duye, he used to sing 
the name of fUridhll through his flute. iJuL how is jt thnt 
a fttrange tune soutids from his flute to-day ? 

Thf S^otih^nif, 

" Why tf^day hna such a change ooiue over voiir 
spirit, my friend? Your (lute, it »fi*mB, in [iitr?iuirra* me 
like Ati euemy, calling me itw'uy from hmuo, to iiu 
uncertain life of danger, l-'rom day to daty have I heard 
the (rfiund of yoitt flute, bin its mwsfe iMime.t lo-dny wiUi 
a stronuu iue.«satr« for ino. It imoins, n grntt tiimhlu it 
will bring lo my life/' 

she wiH I’ahiiig horsolf uftor hor IwlU jii |i|.r 
[jhjasuro-lmnaR, rich with ihiml wreatlis, sh« listenud 
wllii alUabsorbiiig attention to the music of thn diit«, 
that coma from the far-oif groves of sorew-pliiuts, 

'* Hoiv plaiutivo in Uie fiound ! ia it the same flute 
on which he used to play before or iinotlier? The 
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pathos of the s'n'<*et mumo fllN the mind with alftnn : {a 
the pfjor vouth ssoin^ tv die of ile^ipair'r 

“ Ltjiive your buffalotw, (l«ir tml, lu tho ptudiiriMi 
on die Lank of the milky river. Do you know dmt your 
fiute h»s ehfirmfd the soul of » hulplesi woman ? W^liv, 
my beloved, uhy do you expose yoiiriielf to the .iliertiate 
freak’* of the ftOAson—to the liurniiiiit rnys of the sun, 
or fti thu incessant rain, that ilituicheA rout hndv ? Why 
not secure a Itskfy hmnch fnmi yonder I roe nml thereby 
protect your hwid ? How tielplus^ njri [! Ffun would 
I nipc nway the drops of ewustt op your brow, caused 
by the «uti and nijiiister to yuur comfurta I *' 

Tbiiii (lid she Inmeut in e wild numner in her lonely 
chamber. Jiow hear wbal happened tu the hunlHinarv 
in the |tastiires. {LI. 1-S'k) 

(«) 

The briijht stars peeped through the clouds, torn hr 
the guits of wind li> tlie ajurfi^ the youth looked nt them 
and became reminded uf the soft eyes of the maiden. 
And when tJiv dark elands flew in iiportive wflys, 
epriMulitig them^felvcs over Utc sky. the youth thought of 
hla love, clad in her diirk-bluo sffrf, nportlYely going to 
tliu river-side, Tije plnyfn] wiudfr ureatecl nn array of 
ilowijjg waves on the river anil iblfi reminded him of 
tlie ^rjivy dunce of tlit? Jong curling huir, (hat fell on her 
liack. The beautiful lotuses, that hicuiiied in the water 
uimk- him think of llm tiuiidnn’s sweet face, which he 
fancied >0 lie tnade of soft jietals of lotus. 

Thus thinking nlnays of the maiden he became in. 
tUiTert'til to rverything i*Ue nod forgot his duties lu watch 
luiJ lead Ik’ linlTnloes Xow hear what Uiok place one 
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Tlift biitfa1iii>i<, frtr, in tlio juishiro iinMte a raid 

in lhi» c-orn-ftelil near i h** l«tu(l of the riffr fttid bto n|} Ihfl 
crops. The tiel'l to ihe Hit]A of the place and 

IiM tiieii lo him of the rlamn»o, 

ITitt constahles and pe^vnFi, with lon^ Immboo-chiiw til 
their hnitdK, tmtrehed t<i Ihe plitce, 1>outid the you-lli. htuiil 
mid foot, and hronght him to the Itaj/l, wlia took 
pc«<ii‘Miuit of all Iti^ buOriiofs and ordered him to lie 
Ijtinished from 1ii« country. 

Tlie river t^urnuli lookctl tiieoacingty in June and 
floored in iU mad enurne, Tlie ynung hordamnii wandered 
about its ba.iks m desiutir, y<i nintlicr, no father 
hml he, nor i^vnn n nr rriotid. Wliithor he was 

to i{o, he knew not. Ho wiis like a bird, Dying in the 
Inhnite sky witlu>uC Him OT JpfllinAtioii. 

**0 river, your tHiurs# ii Uiii siitUbtiirn pUcea : 

tpll mv lovo^ if ever she happcii!! to oome to ygiir b!vnj£fth 
llmt hiir frirml, youth Um ilrmvnml Yo. 

bhick thHit hov«r m Uie sk}\ b-It tier thfit tho 

henlnniJiTi w MO Yiv ttmt % abgva the 

tops of lilt! liriiohoit^in'OTiif* find jpi c^ttiws that 
Alt tin? on the hotj||jik?i of cun<W tJw, iM the madden 
tbiit h«-r liglovfjfl frittiid haa di^fd uf unliearahltt 
grieiy 

Th« herdi^mnn ttgd lib clothes liifir iimpu rmiad hh 
iieek and jumped into die rivor. The waves rarao 
fiirioiuily ihi^hin;; mid wtdi nigh drowned him. The rivor 
wa-^ very deep nt tliiH spn. But pfovJdenea wLulled it 
ulherwbH, A merohmit from the ea*t wai going by 
th&i river with eevtjn nhij^^ whioH were bdi-n with rkn^ 
chillyp §wlt^ Rkgor and other ni^iciiltijnd jifcKlticU- 
The iiiijrehATil".u reuideptinl ^hip, which iva** the tiigge^t, 
plied by *2t tiar-iiiiHii. ("foui tlio water, they pieked 
lip Ilia youth ^ 
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Thuii saved fTiom death, he stayed with the merchant 
oud learned from him the seorats of htn trade. The 
merchant gave him the name of UingiidJier or master of 
the shi|is. After a time DlngAdlmr was sent by bb 
master to the Garo HilU for irmiu. M^hcn he was re* 
turning, he saw on the way targe l>anitKn*groves, He 
cut a hiimboti and miulu a (Into with it. (Li 1*48.) 

( 4 ) 

L<’t me here revert to Iho story of the maiden's love, 
Sepnrated ftMin her young lover her beauty faded away. 
Her rich Imir beoaine knotted and wild tike jUte, Cart?- 
IftM of her apparel, she at*' little and had scarcely any 
desire for toilietii. 

The pEirents tried to jissuage the paiu of her heart, 
not knowing what it wits, hut nil in vain, The very 
Iwosta of the forest and birds of the air soomed to 

ftfol a sympathy for her ; while all alone, ahe lamented 
thus. 

I am a feehle maiden, 0 my friend I and feel as if 
my heart is uu Bro. tike a shoal, pniduMd by Urn rande 
of the liatik hut ownisd neither by the nver nor by the 
hank, T find myself cut off from all, Alas, I began to 
love ns a ohlkl hut felt its pain at the threshold of youth/' 

** Hon- difBcolt it is to select the object of one's IotoI 
If one xrishes to gel a lovely flower, one should he 
prepared to encounter thorns, f feel shame in expressing 
my sentiments. To whom may [ open the doors of tny 
heart and show my innermost thoughts ? 

"The sportive winds play with the flower and tear 
ib petnU. Kven sO Ims Fate rent roj heart., it is 
11 stent pity thj*t I cannot tell my sml tale to my 
parent,''. 
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“I aftnrtot g<o out of mv hmino, lei^t peoplenhould 
blame unA, but like n bird, aickent;i] in tbe cage, mj mind 
difltreA^-d by ita environment, fano(e9 itaelf flying in the 
Tree nir, 

** How sincerely do 1 try to di«tsuade my mind from 
this inacl coubri}, bill in vain. 'I'bo pitcher of my life, 
nnrii FiiU, b gnuliinlly Losing ita liquid trcaaitrc. Tlic 
l>castii of the Torcat know it not, nor do tlie birds of the 
air know what my grief is. Insupportable b this grief 
of mine unshared by others, 

" Had 1 b«en a bird, I would bare sat on a bough of 
tba tree and seen your fac*', day and night, ki iny heart’s 
content:. No more can t thus rioceiva myself. My parenu 
are discuflsing the question uf my marriage. 

Sweet is the air that Idows over the waters. Ba'cetor 
still is the milk in a cocoaniit. But svroeter than that is 
the lirst love in the dawn of youth. Sweeter than all 
these and immeasurably sweet is to a woman the huabaud 
of her own, choice. 

The playful wares rise high, driven by the winds. 
1'licy fiend forth white sprays In the dark oiure. wfaioh 
look like white ttowera in the rnldat of dark onw. Verily 
arc the lovers like thwe while sprays, living In bliaa in 
the midsi of dark evils attending life. 

IxHfk at the blooming ChatnpA flowerti \ From whcee 
neck has a garland dropped on the plants? Whose smiloi 
bit that shows itsHf in these luU-blown flowers? They 
do nut drop from Lhe uLalks, nor do they fade. When 
t go to the garden to pluck these, my eyes grow tearful. 
Wlton 1 sleep in the night, 1 see in my dreams a figure 
aweet #ia yours.—my young friend/' 

Thus did the Iteautiful maiden lament day mtd iiiglit. 

(LL 1.41.) 
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(D) 

Jiow my topic will be the a^ory of h morchanl ^ jianied 
Meghu^ a native tif Ohitt4^nng. lie wa* by Ibe 

mcr in a pintiare plied by ai:!teen oars. Ile^hu4 heMril 
the sweet sound of a flute, when lio wiw tienr u twnd of 
ihe river, ft was m> sweet that the mry crutrenT. sceaitHt 
to flow ia H coJitniry direction, itj ordur to Usttwt* to the 
music, 

DiugAilbAr and MeghuA met there and both were 
pleaitecl trilh onu anntlmr. Tim merclmnl said to the 
youth, ** My b^itne is at ChitLagong. Lot us both go 
there, 1 would nak you to stay at rnj home for a full 
year, Thea hotb of uh will fiat out for aoiiiu foreign 
country for trade." 


( 6 ) 

From Uie bough of a tree, the ouckoo'a note was 
heard and the ni^ht hade its farewell at this sweet signal. 
On the fltKir of her room the maLuleq laid herself down, 
Umentlng her separittiaii from tho youthful herdaman, 
**Why ie it, O cnokoo, ihut your note has 1{iet its usual 
charm? And who ia it, O aky, thiit has robl)ed thep of 
the glory of motnibeams? He went nwa)' long-^ago. 
&[ea»tim«', many a lltiuvr hloortied and faded away. Just 
as llto honey of n blooming llower drioa vi ithin itself, 
the well of my huppfnues ha." Iieootuo dry wdthin,” 

One night she rewe up from her sleep—»il startled. 
It was the sound of /lit flute, no doubt of It, that she heard. 
She did not say anything (o her father^ nor to her 
mother. She lind b;»come completely foarleas and ciuvd 
not what the cumMiquences i»f her aetiuti would be. In 
the morning the jiurente would dll the air with their 
laments and the iieighitouia would abuse ber as an 
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unobc^ti; womau- Bat idle thought neither of this nor of 
ibiit. As soon H» sbe lieard tha sound of the flat©, she 
hi Flight vr 07 mad© for the landing ghat^ The sky was 
covered with ciouds and the night wore the hue of 
ceUyrlum. I'he moon had completely disappeared behind 
the clouds. To the river sbu went, following the sound 
ol the lluto, Yea, the neighbours would tsall her a bad 
woman and roviJe her. The parijiita would 1 j© over' 
■whelmed with grief. But she thought neither of this, 
nor of that. With imr herdsman on the boat of his 
friend, she left the countrj. 

It WM like a hinU catling by iU healc the bare of its 
cage. She thought of the frantic sorrow it would cauflo 
to her mother and of tfie grief of her father. She shed 
a few drops of tear at the r»t!<illecttou+ When the 
neighbours would call her a bad woman, wlmt would be 
the feelings of her poor mother ? Kow will she hear it ? 

With sirteen oars the pinnace of Meghua flew like a 
bird over the river. They abortly rejiched Chittagong, 
the native place of the merchant. 

One full year rolled by. The maiden could not be 
traced by her parents. Her beauty smnie Meghujt wHb 
love. She was neither tall nor ahon-atalured. Her hair 
wan soft and curling. Meghua Ijeramn mad as be gajwd 
on her beautiful figure. (LI. 1 ' 47 .) 


0 ) 

Mughnif (fo the Herdsman). 

" Hear pe, O friend, iiow loiig shall we pass our time 
at home in this idle mantiet ? 1 engaged carpenters to 

repair my ship, They have made it roady for a sea- 
voyage. Let UH go to the north for trade. You are aot 
probably awoie of the prospects of trade in those regians. 
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I trill tell T'on somathing of thatn, whkb will ba iatonut* 
ing to you. Tho tromenfolk tboro earn motioy hivrd 
vrork. TUe males ttw litzy feUowg and sit idly at home. 
In thu piiblia •narkot, you trill see tromea only as sellers 
and purchasers, iu their rivers, pearls and precious atones 
are found in Mbiiridance. Thfae lliey aBCure by nets. So 
great is tbeir tiittnlisr that they store thero iriihout 
counting. In exchange of very ordinary irood*, they gire 
rury Urge quantilien of gold. If you onti supply dried &sb, 
(btiV u'ill give you boards of money, tneasuring in tbe 
scales. They are inndly fund of tortoiae and goat. If «e 
take with us some of these aniiuals. \rs are aura to got 
countless gold and silver in return. Let lis seeuro these 
aud try our luck. If a person goes to trade to that 
Country but once, he will ho'ird up so much ivaslth 
that hta eons and grandsons will not be in need of going 
aliroad for trade. The money acquired by a merohaat, 
will make the family welboff for at least three 
generations.” 

After haring made the head of his friend Dingiidhar 
giddy with this false aud exaggerated report, Meghuft 
went into the inuer apartments of his house and saw his 
sister ^ynfl. 

IfrjpdeA. 

" Hear me, my dear sister, I am going to the Korth 
for trade. The moon-faced rnsidon, wa hare secured, I 
leare to your care. Cover her wUh your flowing sari just 
u you would do a dearly prwed treasure. Keep her In 
clow custody— shut up within the walls of this bouse, so 
that even the sun or the moon, not to speak of any 
outsider, may not hare a peep at her, I will return after 
fliK months and then shall I dud a suitable bridegroom 
for her and think of her marriage I will make for hw 
IQ 
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H gold necklace and purchase a tari m white as the waves 
of the Ganges. She will, moreover, have noee ornaments, 
ind gold bracelets for her arms, and anhlets fur her feet." 

With these alluretnents, he tried to please the maiden, 
and set out on his voyage, accompanied his friend. 

The boat of Meghiifl waa plied hy sixteen oniamon, 
and that of Dingpadhnr by thirteen. MeghuA's boat 
went ahead, and the latter’s behind. 

fn the Xortb there is a large tract of land, inhabited 
by the Qaroe and the Kookis. These men otb herce like 
the RAk.shasos and eat human dash. Xo one, who tfavehi 
there, has a chance of returning to his native country. 
MughuA determined to send his friend thither on some 
pretoit. After crossing thirteen bends of the river 
* BurmAi * they came near a jonotioa, and Megbua here 
addressed his friend and said, “There are two coiuees 
of the river here. Yonder dark and furious stream leads 
to the land of the KSmHtiit (Kamaksya), You hod better 
proceed by it, against the tide. You will reach a place, 
full of fabulous wealth. I will go by the other stream, 
which leads to the country of BharaU. Xow let us tty 
our luck in two opposite directions for a period of six 
months. If ycFU happen to come earlier, let your boat 
be moored hero at this junction and please wail for me. 
If I come earlier, you will find me watting. Both of us 
will go home together from here." 

Thus they followed the two different atreams. Sow 
hear of the misfortune, brought ou by Providence, 

The clouds which had the look of the brownish knotted 
locks of Siva, the God of DeHiruotbn, rolled on mena¬ 
cingly in the sly. The winds with the furfou* voice of a 
challenge blew over the river, TJie turbulent waves 
broke the bonks as bfgh as hilJa and jumped like 
wrestlers. Who knows where wicked Megbui was carried 
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iiwfty, dashed hy the waves ? Dingodhar thought 
MegbuA, liko a twitor, has certainly led rae astray." 

The thirteen oarameu cried out in one voioOi 
Master, it is impossible to go against the tide. Shall 
we return home ? Kindly give us order to do so." The 
ropes of the sail wore all torn and the helm was on the 
point of breaking. They could no longer control the 
boat. At ihia crisis, DiugMbar eoinplied with the wishes 
of his men, and ordored them to ply homewards. tl 
would take st:c month.*) in going ahead against the tide. 
But the soma distance oould bs traveled in thirteen days, 
if the boat followed the current. 

He went to MeghuS^s native country in q^uest of the 
maiden. Meaatirae, a runiouT spread, there that Meghufi's 
boat Tvas capsiscad by storm, Three years passed and 
Uinglldbar stayed at Moghuft's home, waiting for his 
return. But ns he did not turn up within this tong time, 
Dingftdhar fell sure that he must have died. So after 
some wftTerings and hesitancy, he niamed MaynA, the 
merohant's sistor. (Ll. 1 * 72 .) 

H) 

There ww ft Raja in Chittagong whoso name was 
Kongo. Re a tyrant and opproBsed his subjects. 
He bad seven hundred gcoddooktng women fa his harem. 
But even this number did not appease his desire for the 
fair m. He was always in lookout for handsome 
women, and ready to marry any number of them. 

Four years rolled by, and the fUth was also going to 
expire, when MeghuA returned home, a wreoh of his 
former self. His body looked like a thin piece of wood^ 
and his beard had grown grey. On returning home 
after these long years, MeghuA saw what had happened 
in Ms family during hi* absenoe. He was inflamed like 
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n bl&2ing lire, fed bjr butter. He ealted bU Kii neigh* 
boun and friends to bis house and wanted an expiaOB' 
tion. They nil said that their inforiaaticiji was that he 
bad been drowned. Most of them failed even to recog* 
DLse him. His hair^ whioh had been jet^blach, woe 
now grey. Some of them thought that Meghuft had 
died and that it was hu ghost that they saw before them. 
So they tried to drive him away from the village. Some 
wanted to have hiTii arrested for false pemonatioti. 
Others advised patienoe and a full consideration of the 
matter before taking any steps. Those, who had homo 
him A grudge, now availed themselves of this opportunity 
And gave him some blows. 

Being dealt nt home in this rough manner, Meghua 
went to Raja £cagu and lodged a {^ompUint that his 
frietid had played false with him. He had left his wife 
at home and gone for trade. This friend now turned into 
an enemy and took possession of his wife. He 
beeides, married hia sister Mayafl. With the two women, 
the wicked man was enjoying himself in his home. He 
drove him away by force on his return. With this com¬ 
plaint MeghiiA stood before the Baja, supplicant for justice. 

Now 1 am going to describe to you how the Raja 
disposed of this case, lie took a great interest whan he 
heard of the two women. It was reported ihat they wen* 
ezqtiiaitely handsome ; so be forthwith sent constables to 
bring them up before him. They were now presented 
before the Raja, who passed the order of death by 
impalement on Dingftdhar. .At this stage, listen to what 
SujAti, the maiden did. 

• # * * 

'* He ts roy brother but lias become my enemy.”— 
cried Mayua and her lamantB made even the beaete of 
forest and birds of the air sad. (U. I-IM,) 
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PREFACE. 


'I'he sons of KuncrttannUlla. or the hrido of a blind 
baby, is a OUiiaiha., 

The GUikat^Sg, ns 1 hatre defined them in my ' Folk 
XatenkCure of Bonsai/ ore tales, narrated in prose, 
interaperaed tTitlt songs. Tbo proaeoportiooB are some* 
tttnoH less genuine, as the aiugere bare simpUfled the 
archaie fornin of the language in conne of reciting them 
through generations. The chief interest of this class of 
talu.s lies in the poetical portinns, which are fuJl of the 
iinailomed simplicity of rtistie life, though the language 
is oftentimes crude. 

The tale of KADcbanm&llt teas collected l)f Baku 
Ctiniidra Kumar from two men chiefly. The major 
portion he secured from one Itara Chandm Barmg of 
Maricbali (P. O. Baubakhnla) and the remaining part he 
got from Ramhumar lliistri of Aitlior (P. 0. Kendua). 
The two versions do not soera eiootly to fit each other. 
In the first version, it is iudicatod that HAnchasmBla left 
bur father's palace with her blind huahand, disgusted 
with her (atticr’s capricious conduct. While, iti the 
concluding portion of a second Teralon that we bare 
aeoured, it la dhtinetly stated that she was banished to 
the forest, owing to the wily oontriTance of her stop- 
mother, There is, however, no mention of a step-mother 
of the unfortunate girt in the first version of the tale. 

It seems that many of tbeao GttikathAa had sevcml 
vorHsotts, which, though agreeing in the main with one 
niiother, differred Lc minor details. 

I am sorry to find that the Gitikathib as given in the 
folbwing pages, does not appear to have retained its 
genuineniMS in all parLs. We hare always found, in 
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tbe99 baliodfl and £OD^s, iDstanoeti of spirited vomoiit 
irhosQ lulnd^ are untrammelled by tTAdition or conrentional 
ideiis. Tlie Ueroin <3 hM suffered nil tliat a human bein^ 
aui etiduro for the saka af lovo; but we scarcely flnd in 
these tales a trumpeLia^ of Brihnijaical canons In regwd 
to wifely dulies and devotinii. Sere, howerer JLC Sl-Al, 
Canto 10) there b that UhUnct ring of propagandio 
ideas of the later ariilioial school. The siereatjpad 
phrases of Brnhimoic wisdom, such as *'*t^W 
cw?ir ^rfs i ^c?ra •c'fi ^ *(fA i* 

(LC 39-40^ Canto 10} “ sfiU *0 *tf^ C*nH Wfl 
(LC 31, Canto 10) nre here end there preached in long 
spneobes, sounding n discordant note in a tleld, which is 
full of the warblingi^ of N'^ture’s glee birds. Those 
sentimenta seem partionlarly sicltening and irraloTatit, 
when a girl of fourteen is found to lament in that style 
over the loss of her husband, only six yean old. The 
minstrel, who song this song before an assembly of 
men, imbued with the new idtfos of the Brahmlnic school, 
must hare trtud to introduce some wise sayings, ourrent 
in the air at his time, however ill-suited they might bo 
to the occaaion, in order to humour h!s audience. 

Bat though the oiiDStreTs intorpolnitoos conteiu some 
burlesque elements, marriog the naive simplicity of the 
song, it is only occasionally that wo Had this to be the 
ossa; the geueral spirit of the whole has remained true 
to the chameteristio charm of rural life. It is Interest* 
ing to notice the vivid accounts of the forests of Hymen* 
singb—full of' Uftruk '-treea and the swamps, aboundiag 
with lotuses. Graphic are the descriptions of the 
wanderings of KAnchan, ported from her huiband, 
throogb countries foil of tendAd metki —sweet'SmelLing 
shrubs, wboae leaves yield the rod dya for decorating a 
wDinan*s feet,—through wild tracts, with scarce buman 
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habitatioD», where mou Uto in the companr at serjpnDte, 
teHTS and tigere. often dpJi? i“ handa of thew 
onetnien in tho forest,—and through the chilly regions 
of the north, whom the Kooku, the G&roe and other 
hilUtribes lire in a state of perfeot nudity and eat 
human flesh. The siniple [lortraituie of his cntivo land 
b.v the peasant’poet is really charmiag: it is so life-like 
that the reader occasionally heam, ns it were, the roarings 
of clouds, and sees the lendscape. lit np by lightning— 
■vividly, brought before the eye, by a poet, in whose 
simple soul Nature seems to be mirrored in her true 
colours. 

The account of the forest-life and of the joyful days 
that the Prince spent with Kanchan, given by him in a 
somewhat reilod language, lest it should hurt hia wife’s 
feelings, and the otever manner in which KanjalatA drew 
from him, unawares, the story of his ohiidhood, bring 
out, by ootitrast, the psychological phenomenon of two 
struggling hearts, not actuated by c&udour but by a 
motive lo suppresa facts from each other. The subec- 
qimtit events, happening by the agency of the green-eyed 
monster jealousy, are drawn with oioeedingly suhtle 
hands, showing that our unlettered poet was no mean 
artist but ou adept in all maltera relating to (he tender 
susceptibilities of the human heart. When KAnchan slept, 
stealthily did the prinoe stand by her, and looking on all 
sides with watchful eyes, lest ho should be discovered, 
would gently fan her. But he could not hide bis action 
from the ever-wakefol and vigilant eyes of the princeu. 
At times the princess perceived that through the apertursa 
of doors, he was intensely gazing at the sweet fieu» 
ol Kftnchim. It was the orueUesi cut of all, however, 
when the Prince, while going on a bunting excursion, one 
day, took leave of Kflnchan hut forgot to aay a parting 
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word to hu wife* Such omiasioai, however regreitabJe, 
xrt but nituTii], when the mmd yields to u new foscioalion. 
(Canto 16, Prose, Line 7-J 

Dunn? the absence of the Prince from home, at a 
deep liour of night when the inmates of the palace 
were all asleep, and the clouda ifare roaring and the 
rain falLin? in incessant streams. ETAncban, requested bj 
the princem KunJaiatA, with her voice choked with tear*, 
told her the story of her f orest*Ufe,*-^iow in the huts nf 
reeds, coveted with creepers and flowers, she lived with the 
old man and his wife,—how her boy>husband blos-aomed 
like a wild flower in the fresh air and light of the solitude 
and she delighted in him as the greatest treasure of her 
heart, till at last he was carried away forcibly by the King 
(Canto 17. Lines 15-88). In all this simple narration 
there is sn appreciation of rural life with its simple 
pathos which we miss to our modern artidcial poctrv. 

The most elevating portion of (he lule is that in" which 
the great renunciation of Kanchan is described. 8he want- 
ed that her husband should be cured of his blindness. She 
offered the Sanyasi all that lie might demand of her, 
for this great favour. She was ready to give up her ting- 
dom and nches and would fain wander with her lord 
in the forest, os she once did, Jiving upon fruib and 
vegetable roob. '* Cure him of bis blindneas at any cost, 
and if all that I have offered is not enough, take out 
my eyes. I will prefer to remain blind all my days 

but let my husband have hia eyes restored.** (Canto 
Lines 18-10.) 

She was turned out from the paUoe by the plottings 
of her co-wife KunjabtR. This had no doubt sharpened 
her bitter feelings towards her. The Santiyasi knew it 
and bit at her weak point. He said. ** ill! right. Here 
la a fruit, give it to your oo-wife and with It, give your 
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huabiind Aud yonr kingdom to her. You will never bo 
permitted to eee your buabaud any morti. He will bo 
bers for ever.** 

** There is another csoodilion besEdea i when offaring 
the fruit aud, with it, your huabsud and kingdom to 
the co-wife, you are not to feel any pang in your beort. 
You will neither sigh nor aob. nor drop a tear If you 
rj |fT paaa through this ordeal with a tranquil miud, 
ryesight will he restored to yoprhusljand. Hut if you fool 
the leaat tremor in your heart ho will remain atone-btind 
» ho u/' 

What a trial I Hero see the Hindu woman in nU her 
towering otronglh and Hrmness, evoked by love. Turn 
over tbe pages of tbu^ ballads and songs and again and 
again behold the iiiporb spectacle of renuncintion and 
saorlQce, whioh are only po$sible by means of super¬ 
human love—n p'tliance, whioh only a statue may show, 
but not A oreature of Hosb and blood, 

In a moment she collected herself, like tbe great prince 
Rama, on the eve of giving up hU kingdom,—" 
gJtWI V” l?w a moment she felt herself to 

be dedicated nt the alter of iove. She had no right to weep, 
no right to sigh,—lest her husband should toee this great 
chance. She lendorud hemulf into a atone, nay more, 
she even felt elated at the thought thiit by her supreme 
Mcriflce, her husband would be saved. Inwardly feel¬ 
ing a contentment t hat her husband would again see the 
•miUng face of Mature, she turned herself away and 
never looked again at him, surrendering a privilege, which 
was prised by her more thaw paradise, is this not a 
sight lor gofls to see 7 

liow could these peasants eonoeive such a anble ideal 
of love ? Is it not really wonderful that crude minds 
without any oulturu, driving the plough through 
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HeldA and teading tbe cuttle all their lUe, ooithl 
ooQO«ir« and upprecmte these wotiderfu] rirtuee in 
womankind ? 

It appeani that the Biiddhi.it (deal of noblu self-abnega^ 
tioti and snppreeslon of aniiuiil*passions gradualtj^ 
dUered down to the loweiit stratum of our sooietj' and 
fendered this world of ours into a paradise of the highest 
Tirtaea of the aoul. 

In the following epoch of our liistory^ when the 
Baddhist ideas passed away and stresB was laid upon 
BHakti or devotion, we begin to see another side of the 
picture. The tendencies of the age favoured aitstract 
virtues, soaring altove the secular plain. Prayers, fasla, 
vigils, eoatasies and esoteric joys hecaine the erazB of the 
spiritually-awakened soul. And in the place of a lloluA. 
n EiiIb, a Mnilinft ancUa Kancbanmala, we have bad other 
typos, such a» Dkruba. Prahlad, and many other herow 
of faith, described in the Puranas. ^Vith the ago of the 
ballads and songs, we have Joit the perifri of tbe secular 
school, elevated by iU romantic ideas of love, and gained 
ncotsss to a now world, of which the uharacteriitics ate 
spiritual bliss amt abstract devotion. 


D. C. SEN, 


KXNCHA^MALA. 

‘rut liklUE OF 4 Bujfti BjLBr. 

O my AtidlHticoi pray ncijapt my s)i)or«)‘. Be kisf) to 
hiniF this tLOCoant of Kdrichanmlllit witli pALiGnee. 

1 luive no knon'ied^ nf the acience of tiiusic niid 
itmy not aUray^ keep time n itli ttie iufitniinents. My 
only hopi> is Lhnt my tnojitof, who mo iltc art of 

ain^ing) ha.^ hh^e^Hd me liw bleie^ing^j I hope, will curry 
me safe through all trials. 

Thu sky la sijMare^shniHftl and h lighted by stare. 
There the spirits and ftiiries uonder In the air. Their 
palaces uro mitde nf ulouds, shining like mica. ITithnut 
any lamp there f« light there. On tlje wnlLs of their 
mun.siona illnminutEons u** iised, Tlie donrs are nit 
made of gold, and bolts are of the same motal. On nil 
aides, gold gliltnre anti llj«minat«i the lutokground pf 
deep purple, In sucli palaces live the spirits and fitirlc*. 
On iMKlatenda, made of mica, tiiey imjoy 40itnd sleep. 

I shall relate to you incidents of one particular day. 

Kflnobanmatft is duocing before an uawmbly of aplriU 
and fairira. The cymbals are lieujg ptayud by a musioiun, 
irho sits close by her. 

The .HpucUlore un- ijobtilding the eight with breathless 
interest, She is dancing, Htunding on and lightly touch* 
itig a clay 

« Tim 1«4 Jbi» iloanwf Birl «f jirt i»mi! b, .Iaapw, liulvitj' nmoWna » cit, tn**! 

bnr turn. Tk» Jbil.fltiii t**,,! * i* Itmiw,,, 

ira emongh l.^ (•mlt iL TTii flH mi«i1 hrt wliul* an lU* *lr l«r«|r 

teiu-htTiff lb* ’'«»t iriib bi# tKif bj- a rwnllat <K«i 9 lt (ninliiff. IF tb* 

■rh’l^T ll|» p1*'WIHF 111 Ilia (fat, iliii a^i tinaCiHl ^ hli*niK4Hlll|, 
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Sm&ll bells am riiigUi" from her iraist-belt and 1 lie 
aiikleta are jtugtiag, beepiag time irith the music. Her 
toes sciircelv touch the olar-vessel t to agile is her 
motioa that she seems to rest her trhote rclght on the 
air. 

She wan playing her part excelleotly welL Bui evil 
was in her luck. Suddenly, the clay*vessel broke, 
touched by Iter feet. 

The king of the fairy-land vrns angry at this and 
cursed Kaiichanmola. HJs first word of cunc made her 
braids all loose. The second word made her oritamenU 
drop from her tctider body; but there U did not end. 
As he pronounced the third word, a death-like pallor 
spread on her face and her eyes lost the power of 
sight. 

King. 

“Tbtnigh you are a free spirit—a fairy, be thou horn 
in the mortal land—in the house of murlals. Tor Iwvjilj 
ye&rs thou sbalt remain a mortal and, on the expiry of 
lliat time, return to our fairy laotL*’ 

Now let tin leave these topics of spirits and fairtea and 
begin a tale of the sublunary stage—tbis ^worM of 
ou». (Ll 

U) 

In a city eallod Hhami, thora lived a merchant, who 
owned fourteen iplundid ships. With thtM he traded 
over auns and bt’came a ninster of immunsii wealth. He 
made a house with profuse decorations of gold, but lived 
there with u wul hunvt, as he had no child. The house 
glittered lltic n show-ibing. hut the mind of its owner 
was ever-darkened with despair, for be consiilered all the 
wealth he hod amassed to bo of no purpose without an heir. 
His heart was iiad and ho betnouned his lot in silcoce. 
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" Proridenco ts iije>" he theughi, "what w the 

good of beitig near a dry canal liaTizig not a drop of 
water to quench one’e thirat? What la the good of 
hating a house wkwh has no light and » colored with 
perpetual darkne^i ? Etch a monkey will not care to 
climb 4 tree that lieam no fruit. The flower which has no 
honey, does not attract the bees. This tny house without 
an heir, ia jojli^a!) to me." 

Thinking sadly in this itrairi, he came out one day for 
a walk in the public streets and saw a i&dtm, going by tbe 
way. With hts borij-t charged with sorrow, he prostmted 
himself at ibe feel of the boty man and said with 
teiirs io hia eyes, " 1 nin B mwerahle wietoh. 0 msater, 
without a child, Psoplu hale me bocanse I am so Thor 
turn their face lo avoid looking at ma,^ Often do I 
wish to drownmyaelf, ft mny ln» that this my meeting 
with a saint like yon is duo to God’s grace. Can you, 
revered Sir, help me in ray illstreas ? " fLL 1*20<} 

<2) 

The heart of tho holy man malted with compasafon 
at tlie appeal oF the merchant. He gave him a fruit and 
8j»id. " Go home with this fruiL Lot your wife eat it on 
a Tuesday or a Siituttlay. She will bear you a child,—a 
girl—f»f snub rxqnleiie beauty Lbat the whole pal n n p will 
be hghtod by hrr prt^Dnw, Tlitough her you will have 
all joy and your sorrow will ooma to an end. But take 
caro of one point. Y*ou must give her In marriage in 
her ninth yejtr. If you foolishly aUow this period to 

pass oToa by i moinont, all your fourteen ships will be 

wrecked, your city will be destroyed by fire and the 


• Th, O.IUIH. HU, B*| » b. now « ■ ^h.rv, 
not litu ta M kU r«« Jft tS« maWnr Wl bbt «Ldla JUj s» far th. 
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[jtituijl, Satufiii utl! Tw 4AD0jc(l nnd lurri jour rloliea 
with his ftmjry loolt.’* ffjL 1-15,) 


(:»> 

Tbu p>ercbii.nt returned homti with the fruit in his 
Imnil. 'I'lie Unit Lw'ti liuiiiY> uf held ioHUspioious, 

pressed awjiv. Durin;; ttii*) lime the laervLaiit took cnro 
to vrAi’h the fruil, A quarter -jf nri hour later, he 
entered 1 he innor apartment and niter another hoar, ho 
interviewed bia wife. Wlu'Ji it nlKtul ten ‘ dandan' 
(about D A.tt.), ho placed the fruit in her hand and a 
■luarirr of no liuur hiter^ s!ie ole the fruit, after haviag 
i>ffer«d her prayera to the godde^a ^''avn■'l}urga.‘ 

A mouth passed and the lady si»ent Lhe time Lbinklng 
all the while if renJiy samething would come out of this. 
The necond mont h ^he felt weak nml lay mustly an her 
tied. Tti tliu third month, nbu kuHw that s.be wan 
(‘Heieji/#. In the lifth munth, the ceremony of Pnne&a- 
mrita wa.*^ held in the palace. In the lUiventb month, her 
relatione and kinsmen gave her founts uTitl clothes, by a 
ceremany caDed the tMh. fu Iho oighih, fhe felt 
very une’uy in her mind and in the ninth, abo waa ao 
unwell that she could out move. On the p:tpiry of ten 
montiiH and tun days, a beautiful girl was horn of her. 
So respleudciitly handsome waa the buby that the whole 
palace soemerl to lie lighted hy her ftmile. (LI. 1-20.) 

i*) 

Time rollHl on. The hahy grow to he u girl of nine 
years. Only three ijuartors nl an hour remained to 
complete her ninth year. 

> Tbi* m HTw tbw titi tk* wif- \h pahabtjr 


TEIZ bride Of A BLIND BABV W 

Qor hair wait flowing and long, it aspired to toueli Iter 
feet and was so profuse that aha seemed to f«el iU 
weight, when siio walked. Her eyes wore like two stars 
an the blue aiure. Her Ups were deep purpis and looked 
as if perpetually dyed with a red paint. Hur appeamtioe 
looked bright like a figure of molten gold. On her breast, 
hang a string of pearls of rare worlli and beauty. 

The merehant was suddenty reminded of the words of 
the SSiihtf, Only three quarters of an tiour remained to 
eomplete her ninth year. 

It was all theii' destiny, Alas, what woe was reserved 
for the girl! She was like a star, bom in the sky but 
V evil luck thrown into the earth. The merciful God 
has no mercy for the unfortunate. 

Suddenly the merchant recoHectvd the words of the 
SadAu and he made up liia mind. Perchance the curse 
of the holy man might really be fulfilled. Only three 
quarters of an hour remained. She must either be 
married within this time, or his feurteen splendid ships 
would he ail sank in the sea and ids jHilace destroyed hy 
fire. As ht^ thought over the matter, hi? grew firm in his 
resolve, ** Whomsoever I h^ippen to meet first within this 
time, to him ithall I offer my daughter.^ 'I'his wns his 
decision. What is written in one’s destiny luuat 
happen. JIo ono can wipe out the decree of one's fate, 
not even one’s parents. (Li. 

£fi) 

At this time a Hrahmin hrggnr came to the merchniit’e 
door. 

He WM worn out with caie and bent under the 
weight of hts years. He supported himself by a. stick 
and carried a baby in hfs arms. The tiaby wiu six 
monibe old snd blind, Witli this child the old mnn 

12 
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stood at the ^ate for a liandfu) of elms. Shortly after 
the hirth of thiM child, the BrahminV irife bad died. 
Tlioui'h blind, the babv was fair to see and looked bright 
aa a Aitming tiro. The old man spent bis days in utmost 
dietress, oontimmlly thinking as to how he should 
pre}>aru hinuelf for the next world. After much distress¬ 
ing thoughts he hnd come io the merchant. Ho said, 
“ Ho pleased, Sir, to giro shelter to this baby. T will 
leave it to you and being released of alt anTioties, start 
for the holy sbrioeis of Gaya and Benares. I have ipent 
all tny life, begging from door to door. What Httlo 
time I may have before dpulh, I want to devote to 
tnnking myself prepared for it—living in one of the 
holy cities. To add to my imumiemhle miseries, as If 
they ^rere not already nnongh, God hus givim me this 
blind baby. If 1 can trust it to your care, I shall feel 
mysplf quite free, having no attachment for this world,** 

The merchant thought over the matter for a while 
and then took lha baby from the Brahmin and carried it 
to hb daughter. Very little lime now reroamod. The 
merchant stood before Mb daughter with the baby In bU 
ariUBi Teitrs tell down from bis eyes, os be stood silent 
foretime. fLI. I.IB.) 

(Ill 

She WR* florry to see the merchant in t hat condition. 
She addresjied him with tearful eyes and said: 

" Why is it, fallcr, that you ara weeping in this way ? 
What hare ! done to wound your feelings thus? My 
mother died when I was born and you have nourished 
meal] this time with thealfection of batli a father and 
mother. Like a cloud, pouring out rain and causing 
rivera and oatials to overflow, your tears ar« flooding my 
mind with giief. Tell me whence you have obtained 
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Ibis blind child, beautifal as flaming' fLr^< Did its cruel 
mother leare ii on fbe wajrsido, whence hare you |»ioked 
it up? Ob, irhat moustara must buTe been its parents, 
to leave it thus unoared lor I Tka poor baby, alas, has 
DO eyea to see the Sun and tbe Moon t How miserable 
ia this child from birth 1 Its whole Ufe will indeed, be 
like one long night. " (LI. l-^O.) 

( 7 ) 

The mmohuit twgau to sob aloud as be heard bis 
daugblor*ft.words. It wok nut a thing to be spoken out. 
Yet it must be spoken, Tbe merchant wept and thus 
related the whole story: 

“ I WHS childless and people called me names and 
bated me for being so, Jly chance I met a Sattnyaai, 
who gave me a fruit. Your mother ate it and as a 
result, we have got you, darling, our best treaiure. 
But woe to my luck t IrVell it is that your mother 
is dead. Had she lived to-day, she would not be 
able to hoar the insupportable grief of this hour. It 
was settled tiuit at your ninth year, you must be given in 
marriage. If the ninth year was allowed to pass and 
you remuined iitimarrl&l, evil luck would pursue me. 
My fourteen ships would lie lost in tbe sea with Iheir 
CATko and my palace destroyed. This was the evnete 
delivered by the Sannyast, Think uot that I have 
remained idle all Ihpae nine years. All along! have 
sought for a suitable bridegroom, but none could I dnd, 
to my choice,^ There remain only a few minutes for 

* |m CmnUi. U I* rorft«l*B all tboBl fJkt 

ph*fi7 it# piPiajafl «|||^ WU of Ji IBi tl?* *t*1r«Lb blrUr^ BbI 

her. IM d[S*T»litvr. Tbiii# amiimUoai 

Df tbDfiiitiBr»l1tirlio Wrt infPmoinUr n\m U* pWfwi' liitba it tliair 
ttud glT» BHWinU 111 in Ii iKmld U |bM« 

bk^dl »ftd wm HA imUiW, **• m™* and kin wllnwJ 
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you to complete* tbit nin 111 year, Unw coil I ttow keep 
you in tbis bmiee aa an uomaTrit-d girl ? Stmiige to eay, 
at this crUtcal moineut, a llrahmiii beggar came to my 
house and leaving thie blind child to my care, has goau 
to visit the Imly ehrinee of Gaya and Benares, Non' 
take over the child to your custody. It was ordained by 
luck that you stlmuld have a blind baby for yotir tawtband. 
How could this be helped ? " (LI. 1-24.) 

( 8 ) 

The roaring of the cslouds tilled the whole e®iwinse of 
the sky. The deep sound was like the call of aymiiathy 
from heavei). On the botvghs of treea eat tho farest' 
hird» and sang a note of walling, She wept and reflected, 
** Alas, my father has turned tny enemy. God ia against 
me. The path befure me is dark, not illumined by a 
single star or moonbeams. In this atream of life, I have 
not a ferry-boat to help me tn crjwsing it. Inother’s 
affection is a great treasure. I have unhappily no 
brother Iwrn here. Here in llib very room, my mother 
used to comb my hnir. Alas’ This unfortuuate one 
will never see her any more, nor reel that tender embrace. 
There is nothing so sweet as the morning'breeze, and 
one's mother's call of atTection in clilhiliood, Alas i that 
sweat voice will never cool toy burning heart. Had shv 
liven living, surely she would oot have given me this 
blind baby (or a husband. How can I blame my 
(nlber? It la all the work of my evil Jack. D Sun and 
Moon, bear witness: and you, liUio baby In my arms, 
bear witness, too. I elect you as my husboud, ns my 
father has wished. From to-day KaiitrhaomftU is lost 
to him and tost to all bappinesa." 

for a long time she bewailed her lot and then when 
night drew her ilark volt over t!to world, she loft the 











Kan chan maU 



‘M will try to read your future to morran' anil olTur you 
what help I can.*' P. 93. 


> it: 
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pAlitce and the city of her father — .Bharoinagor, Aa aho 
w&ndered fottb in the forest, she cjilled ita fierce 
dwellers — the bean and tigers— and ashed them to eat 
her up, sparing her little husband. It rout my heart,” 
she "in twain, to leave the city of Bhaminagar 

and my father’s palace." The strange and unknown 
path fiided in tha dept-b nf darkness. The sun shone 
Hfaa a mark of the red paint, vBmiiiiou, on the brow of 
the firmamant—so denao wna tha forest. Tlae day gave 
a glamour, not brighter thou the eveiibig] so dense was 
the forest. The wililarneBS, dark ns it was, grew' terrible 
ib the night—her only cumpanioi}, a futail blind child. 
Xharo she came near n large and iincinnl flg-tme. It was 
there since the Age of Truth (Snlya Ytign). hfaa 
approachud the tree with the prayer lluil it might afford 
her a siioUer for the night. " Lord of the forest art 
thou, O noble tree, save ihU litlte ehild. Ho liken 
parent to this unfortiin«ite one.” iVaylng in this 
maun or, she gave three geiitio strokes at the tree, which 
instantly opened itself and showed n cavity inside. 

{LI. 

W 

From ihb hollow of the tree, canie out a Samgati 
and asked ICAnchanuiAlii ns to whence she cunie and 
whither she wo* going m that dark night, whoreuporj 
.Hhu related to him her wholB slury. 

TAc SVjfHHyiiei. 

“1 Ipoto my seat in this cavity. Sleep hero with tha 
baby for this night. I will try to read your fuluro 
to-morrow olid offor you what help I ttin.’* 

The clQud.s glistened in the eastern sky, which glowed 
with a yellowish light. The SannyMi atood near 
Kanohanmal* at the da^vn of the day and said ; 
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"You Wert once in great bappineae, being born in 
the famtljr of a rich man. But great eufferlngB await 
you, Theao are due to your evil luck and tliert ia nn 
romedy for them. 

“ I give you lbl» fruit. Let the babe eat it. He 
will gain his eyeatghL As you will proceed on the way, 
you wUl meet with woodsmen. Follow them and lire 
in their company. There your husband will grow into 
hta youth, ir you ever happen to fhU into a danger, 
remember me, and I will try to help you." (LL 1-13.) 

( 10 ) 

KancbanmalA gave the fruit to the child to eat Aj 
soon as ho had tasted of it, bis eye-lids opened. He woe 
a arippto from birth, but hln body bGCumo straight and 
well'proparlioned. It was as if a corpse came back to 
life, at the touch of a magician's wand, so did the baby 
thrive, tasting of that divine fruit, 

Frnceediiig on bis way, she espied the huts of 
woodsmen, us the Sannyosi had told her. 

An old woodmau nod his good wife had founded there a 
small colony of their kiusniea. The small huts were 
built with creepers and wild plants whicli looked fresh and 
beautiful. Ihe woodsmen carried wood and fuel on 
their beads to matkei-plaoes nud sold them to customerB 
and thus oarned their tiviug. The women hod smiling 
faces, pleasant to look at, like tho full moon. They 
lived there happily with Iheir busbauds and children. 
Their hair was curly and they wore bark-dresses, They 
all came to see KAuchanmAlft, as she approached their 
huts. 

** Where is your home, dear girl ? What is the 
▼llbge csalled ? Why have you come to this wlldorncsa 
ofouta? Bow cruel must bo your paronts to havo the 
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beart to jon tbos TeSl u? all the facts, 

without hiding (uiTlhing. Your vUUgemaa oual bo 
bard-lwartoii people to tend 5*00 to this witd InotL You 
are so beautiful 1 You look like a fairy* And they had 
the heart to send one of your tender age ftUabnol 
If you have done auv wrong, what eould he the 
fault of tilts liaby, bright as the moon. How could 
they hear to noud the sweet child in this way? It 
«euma, your paieiita are void of ail tenderness and 
aifectioD. How are they hearing their life wiibnul you ?“ 

Kattehtifim&la. 

" No fathert no mother have I. Like a weed, carried 
by the current, I wander about helplessly, driren by 
Fate. That I am here in this forest la neither the fault . 
of my parents nor of the people of my village. Ii is all 
due to my ill-luck." 

In that place, the old vroodsman and hia good wife 
had no children. They welcomed the girl and the baby 
in their house. Kanchantnata went with (lie woods- 
women and cut trees, The very path she trod bciame 
lit up with her graceful presence, ho beautiful did she 
look. The woodsmen and their wire* wondered as to 
who this little Queen o( beauty wag. 

8 oroe said, eher was a fairy, others held her to ho a 
princess. One admirer said, she must he the spirit of 
the moon, dropped from the sky ; and a fourth swore 
that she was Lakshmi herself, the Goddess of harvest. 
She had come thither to taste the joys of forest- 
life* But all agreed in believing ill at she was 
vouchsafed to that forest to reraove the sorrows of 
poor woodsmen, Tliey bowed thair head down to her 
secrotlj, paying the whole-hearted and grateful rea pacts 
of their soul. 
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«0 

Four years passed m this way, The woodsmen, 
during all this time, cold their goods at foiirfoid their 
usual price. They ware firmly convinced that they 
owned their extraordinary good luck to her grace and 
that she was a goddess in disguise. 

The little l»ahy now grew to be a lad of sii years, 

(LL 1-32.) 

m 

One day it so happened that the prince of a neigh¬ 
bouring country came lo that forest-land for hunting. 
Tfae watiien of the poor people took KiinchanmAlA there 
in their oom|»ny, aad while they themselves carried 
loads of wood, presented fruiU gathered there, to her, an 
a tokoTt of their love. She tied these ip the dewing end 
of her tnrf and cheerfully walked abcnt with them. 

The prince saw the lad Phulkiimar, who was hunting 
birdn in the compny of the children of woodsmen, 

He wed horcly six and strikingly handsome. The 
prince looked at him with eyes of eurioaity. He was 
OODVineed that such n child could not be a woodsman's 
son. He called the child to hb presence and looked 
Intently at him. He was surprised to tmurk, on the 
forehead of the hoy, signs of noble birth. The unique 
sign of royalty—the ivy' iita shone from his brows. 
The prince was surprised and pleoaed and onlered his 
men to carry the child to his palace, If he does not 
agree to go, of hia own aocord, bind lum hy force and 
carry him to my city." This was his order. 

Ae soon os the order w.is pasiied, hla soldiers laid 
siege to the whole tract, jnlmbited by the peaceful 
woodsmen and destroyed their huU, even as wicked boys 
break the uests of birds, built ou t[ee-tops. The wood* 
boys ran away to tbi-ir homes. All lamented the toes, 
done hy Ihe prince's soldiers. Their small money was 
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looted by these robbers. They set la despair, refiect" 
tag sadly on their heavy iota, Some of them oHed aad 
sobbed aloud aad others wept in sDeoce, 

But poor KRaohaamAU was maddened with grief, Ic]*- 
iog her little hueband. Like the fabted jewel oa the hood 
of ft eerpenl, which if taken away* it dies* ™ the lad a 
doaf IrCTSure of the chwte wife’s heart. Parted, for a 
moment, from him, she felt her life unaupportahle. 

Alas, the griet of a true wile I As a boat siaks (a a 
muddy pool without a man to steer it, what woe befaiU 
the lot of a wife, deserted by her Imsband I What is left 
of a woman, wfi<^ husband baa left hert She looke 
like a homte, of which the lights Imre been put out. 
She may possess wealth, high rank and a retinae of 
serTants and dependanta. What will all these aTaili her? 
Tim stare cannot iUuminate the sky, though they are 
many, if there is no moon, Like the sun in the sky and 
lamp in the boose is the husband prized by a woman, 
who is cbnste. 

This life, alas, is unbearable without a husband. A 
wnman, deserted by her husband, becomes an object of 
ridicule by all. Seme abuse her openly, and others do 
90 lietiiiid her back. 

I'hua did KAnchanroftU lament and her wild cries 
and piteous uFail mtuie even the bcaats of the forest ami 
the bird! of the alt cry in sympathy and griof. (Id. 1.16,) 

( 11 ) 

Kanchanmllla wandered about tike ft mad woman, 
i 4 ]ektng hoc hosbunil, in the com pan y of the old woods* 
man, boi footer-father. 

In the 8undha.metbi*Valley. where men were like 
monsters and lived upon boniAD flesh—In the rar<.off 
JigA-hilla, where men Ured together with sarponto, end 
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Tfijere tigers nnd Iwars killi'd fliciTi a very 5 ear Ijy 

hundreds—In the Gfiro Jiills* whore the Kookis auk 
Garoa UtoiI, a sot of wichfld of the North, who 

had aciiulrod gront jihrslcal !*t.ren^th by ontmg human 
fleiih and n*an(]erod about^ ijj n stale of cotuplniu nudity in 
tho fortvstB—tauLlianJuftln truYollod like a uiJid uoul, 
searobSug her littto husbuui. She often slipp'd her foot 
on tha atonij# of ttiu ttiJIy cnuni.ry nnd got seroie hvirt and 
she sobbed alnud jn pain. No duo eatiie to solaeu her 
by sympatlietlc words, to the deserts, whore tha sands 
were «o hot as if they were fried on fire, uucDmplain’ 
ingly did shi go on foot, which burnt and beoaine full of 
sores. Sut she heeded not alt these Hutferings. Por 
six yenra. she searohLsl her busUiind through hi)U and 
dates, througii dosert'S and plains and at last reached a 
eity, nntneti SoomtlL (LI. 

( 12 ) 

The tiamp of the Tlaja there wa* ViilySdhnni. He hud 
a very bandaorno daughter, named Xiinjafatil. When 
KAncbauadtlfl arrived at that city, slio heard the drummers 
beating driirnu, with thy prrwlaination that a mriid^^iiervant 
was required iu the palaoe Tor the princess K'lojalaiA, 

When KAiictiiin heard this pruciiKUation, sha aaw the 
woodman and his wife, Tvho had all aloug travelled with 
tier, and ruqnutted their permi^ision to otTer her sarTtoes 
ae miiifl'Servant to the princess Kurij.ilata, imylng, " O 
tny mother of lha wnods. I am fatigued and can no 
IongoT travel, Vnur daughter bids you farowoll. O mv 
ftraler-father, you have In uu ever kind to this girl for all 
th»J«i yoftrs. J’urgjrt! and forget nit tho faulb of tbk 
child. Do not. 1 pmy you, bo unhappy on my account, 
reroombnriug the pait nnd the sweat affect in p that 
has bound me to you all this time. ! never rtimeiiiber 


Tli£ BK1J>B or A BLIND DABV 

to hiivo apcii my motlier. flu 1 you Jutytr been tendor 
to rtiu in onr fcirHSt-liaino And ahoirii me a truly 
paternal AlTocuun. T«-d:iy I atu ^otri^ to *t(irt niy life 
aui'w 1 my tAlr< of surmir^, the tliou^nil tblu^ of our 
forest life, will renmm untold for ecor. From to-day, 
think that your KiUiehanmAlA U rin more in this world, 
urid no mnru fiHjl ony nnxiety for my sake/' 

Tbr* woodiitnii's wifw baguu hi n ih aloud at tins and 
said, '' 'I’tie pain, do'ir girl, I fe^l at purlin" with you can 
not be ospnissed in worda. We luul uo oluldroii, but got 
a cijild ill you. \ou Iiuto boon, to ob, tike a treusuie, 
unoipeotodly found by a poor mna. The cool sltHdo of our 
hg trees and iliu fresh Wiiier of tlte hill stro'nii have, alas, 
no more eny charm for you 1 Tf you would leave us in this 
way, why djd you allow our alTiictiQu to grtjw thus 1" 

It waa by a mere ohunoo that they had beooinu 
united in ulTeetion. The girl and her foster-mother 
embraced each other and wept. (LI . 1*14, J 

(13) 

EanchnnmalA laid her hand* on the drum of the 
public drummer. As noon a* aliw did so, ih« Boldiers of 
the Raja approached and looked up for Iby person, who 
was her guardian. 8]iu‘ was selcclvd uud they found out 
Ibe woodman and satiiitied him by otferljig a taku 
rupee* as the price of the girl. 

Thun did the people of the tlajii take KAnnhan mjitft 
to hb intiof court. 

Now 1 pifii going to n^liito wlmt tioppooisd nest. 

The liid —ouotj tlw. IjhIif hiL^brimJ of Kl'^nobcini_ 

luid. marn^d tbn in due omir^tt. The 

jowrtg Itridegrciom mid Kimjii spnnt thoir lifo in ^rmi 
h&ppineHJi in ij lotHy Uawt^r, ntUiL'lifjd to the pained. 
Liko n with lU moitc tn n rich inan*^ g^rderii 
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did they happily reside in their apartments. like the 
pi^n, whbh gently touches the beak of his mate with 
fata, and sweetly spends the time, did the happy pair 
remain togetlier without knowing any sorrow. 

One day KunjalaUi asked her lord to relate to her in 
full the story oi bis forest-lite. 

hTaa/fliotA. 

“ When a mere child, you were nurwd iu a woodland j 
how could you lire in the forest, iniested wtib tigers and 
hears? Who are your parent® ? What place was your 
native Undr What made you come to the forest and 
live there ? Vou are so Uandflomo that kings taka fancy 
for you. How is it that you wore banished in the 
forest? What makes you sad on oocnjiians mid sigh 
Ukc 4>ne, who hides a deep wound in hla heart? " 

PAnfkHNidr. 

♦■No father, no mother, bad 1. Your father carried me 
away from the forest, taking pity on my forlorn condition, 

"Our foTOst'Iife, dear Indy, was a very happy oac/' 

Saying this, he seemed to hceiUte and hide something. 
The princeas, perceiving this, raid with great eagernesa. 

KvnjataiQ, 

"'Ibll m« all facts of your fnrest'life. How do [ 
wish to hear the aci'Oiint from your own Ups? Ho not 
hide anything from mo. I iim your wife—^j'tnir beloved ; 
why should you not open your mind freely to me? " 

PArf/X'utHor. 

♦* In the depths of the (orosL did we lire. Our daya 
passed happily. A beautiful maideu looked after me. 
She was handsome beyond all description. I remember 
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hor funtijr and eren nnw fwl agreat piun in mr heart, 
when 1 think of her. She was my aoie companion nnd 
friend in tho forest. Site was [ike a woodland goddess^ 
a mother, whom the forest gave me in the daye of great 
sorrow. It was she, who ncnrished me from infftncjr 
up, 1 still remomher Jier with the biid of woods on her 
head,—tbo tropical sun burtung overhead and making 
her perspire all the wlulo, She would approach me 
W'Uh sweet forest-frit its and hand thi^tn to mo with great 
affection. At tirttMi, she carried mo in her arms an ., 
walked over the forest-path. If she would miss mo for 
a moment, she wniilil >0101011 mo madly. Your father 
carried mo from the forest, separating me from her, I 
da not know how she is hearlag her life, parted from 
mo.” (L.1 l-ii.) 

a*) 

Kvt\falath. 

“ What a tale of sorrow hare you told me, dear lord 1 
The maiden must have felt a great pain, parted from 
you. Wherefrom did the unfortunate girl come to live 
in that wild region ? Was there nobody there, whom 
she could call her own ? Has sho no parents, no brother, 
110 kinatnen in that forest 7 She must he wonderrutly 
beautiful, as you praise her much. 1 am eager to see 
a likeness of her handsome Hgnrc, Can you not draw 
her picture atid give me an idea of her beautiful fHCu P” 

The prince hesitated for a moment and then sal in 
that nuptial bower to draw the picture of the ntaidou of 
the forest, H® drew bor as he rotuembored—with tiur 
long flowing hair, touching her very auk lets. Slowly 
did he draw her eyes and line eye-brows, her fair limbs 
and slender wabtt, and her hreiuts soft as the buds of 
Kadamba flowers. 


102 


BASTEaN BE^<}AL BALLADS 


Tl’heo KunjaUUi iWTr ttic picture of tlie biindaome 
woman, fihe spoke Ibus to her lord, • * * (<toiiio Unes 
oot foimd here), (LI. 1-10.) 

£1S) 

Then did she lier fatliori the Bnjn and mid to 
him, ** Hero is the picture of a woman. I want a maid¬ 
servant, like her, ao far as possitilD/' 

The Raja ordered It to be anttouiiiwd a beat of 
drums. 

People said that the girl, whom the Raja had 
appointed as inaid-serrant for Kunjaiaut must ba some 
princess in disguise, so beautiful she was. Some 
misfortune niciAt haro reduced her to this p1j'|;bt. Tim 
priocesa found that the woman was the very forest-maid 
her biuiband had painted. 

Kow her mind became disturbed by eonfiictmg 
tbouj^hts. " I have ^wrohancc brought a oreoodlle by 
digging H canal myself. I am to hlaine for it. She 
seems lo be my natural enemy. IJetCer it was that she 
lived in the forest, Why have i brought her to the 
palace P” 

1 will tell Tou the reiutnn of her sorrow. She was 
at first moved hy n spirit of compassion. Put now she 
felt very dilfercntly, Vrem the day of her marriage, 
she was happy with her husband. But now what a 
ehotigel PhulkumBr slept in the nuptUil chjimber that 
night and alovrly KunjalatA appromhod him. On other 
days, they talked aitd laughed logellitu and felt like one 
soul. Hut to-day it seemed as if a cloud had covered 
the moonlicnms. The prince looked at Kunja and yet 
did not glance in the same tweet way. Hit smiles on 
other days were always on bis lips, hut to-day they 
disap]>cared too quickly like n Qower tliat bloomed only 
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to hdo lOTOT. PoKotviiis this Ctanso in him. Iho 
priMw. hocome s«d in her hootl iind did not know what 
ih.0 lUould dOf 

But KAnohatiraalft wns bappt bejond meMUi-e. It 
vM JiltP tb* acquiiitlon of n wenllh by a poor mant 

orUkethorecoToryobyii«rFnt.of the jeW. dtoppod 
from ita hood.' Such was the griHit joy of KitnclianmalA 
on getuag her hiwband back. They lired bappUy, 
ntlifted with a aisht of each other, like a pigeon and its 
mate, Uring in the «uno »©!st — like the oiickoo and its 
ooneort, sinalng the same song of loTe. If they did not 
see each other for an hour, they felt puin. They felt thia 
strong bond of lore Becmtiy in thoir hearts. 

It lo happened afterwanla that the prince would not 
relislx any food, unless it was senod by KAnclian. He 
would not bo lulled to sleep, it «be would not Iw fanning 
him. She became Indispensable to him in bis daily life. 
The princess pereeired that KfiuchanniSlA bad become 
her maid-serifant and not Act’s, She was at 

her wita' end lo ISnd out a remedy. More than thia, she 
perceited tlint when Kauchati slept, the pritiee stealthily 
fanned hur. Sometimes he flecrcUy peeped through the 
doorway and iiitantlj' gazed at her beauty. The princess' 
heart burnt with anger atiil joalousy. Now. one dsiy the 

prince was going on a hunting eacursion. He took leave 
of Kinchanm.'Uft but forgot to say a word of farewell to 
the prineeis. 

im 

Kunjabitii called KAnchan privately and told her 
that a* her husbrind had gonn away for bunting, she 
would not like to sleep in bur chamber atone but would 

I tir kA ft Id Ulii-it rafi^ry iliM f( tW* pffn»«ii wlii lb* hhimA m ito 

it k*f WDHi tt 
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hATe her m compnoion in her rooin. " Wa will spend 
the night happitj in sweet ccnrersation and steep com¬ 
fortably on our ooucbes.'* 

It WAS midnight and the stars shone on the sky 
brightly. KunjalntA at that still hour of night asked 
KAnchan to give an acoount of her past life. 

Tour life, dear girl, £s shrouded in a mysteiy. You 
lived in the foreat like a wood-nymph. Who were yoor 
parents? Have you no brother? It seems that you 
are the most unlortuuate girl in the world. 1 feel a 
curiosity every day to know your • past life. But my 
bnaband would neither tell anything himself about 
you, nor allow me to ask of you. He is to-day absent 
from the house and thhi is an opportune moment. Please 
(ell me all facts, relating to your birth and past life.'* 

KKnolLanmAlil was hitherto known to lie a prudent 
girl. But imprudence prompted her to-day and she gare 
a full account of herself from the very beginning. 

She first related her life at BharAinagar. When she 
spoke of her parents, often did she wipe away her tears 
with the edge of her At this time the clouds 

roared In the aky and rain fell in heavy drops. The girl 
could not proceed owing to overwhelming emotions that 
made her voice choked with tears. Often did she lift 
her hands to wipe away the growing tears. Anyhow she 
managed to give an account of her mother and of the 
mysterious SanyAsi, who gave her a fruit to eat. Then she 
related the story of her marriage and how she became the 
wUe of a blind boy at her father's command. Then with 
tears, which she could nol cheek but tell incessantly like 
rain, she told what she had aufierred in the forest. She 
then referred to the ktndnew and hospitality with which 
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the woodman am! lits wt^e had received ber in their 
home. .Vnd last of all, she spoke of the misfqrtuno that 
lipfell her. She had gone deep into the recesses of the 
toiest far wood, hut on her relum did not hnd her 
btisband at home, for sii [Honlhs bad the travelled in 
quest of him hut in rain. Thun hy the dispensatioD of 
f rovidencOt she came to that city. Here she ended her 
story with a sigh. (LI. I-3S.) 

( 18 ) 

She spoke sincerely hut her words produced an effect 
which poisoned her Ule, 

KunjalatA privately spoke to her mother tlius^ 
my mother, from you atonja I cart expect sympathy. 
Hear what an woe I am sufTering from. I felt a great 
pniu ill niy heart Lost night. It seems as if a sharp arrow 
pierced my breast right through.^' Then she related to 
her mother tho whole story of KAnphanmAlfi, and ended 
hy saying “ A co-wife has come to uur house to dealroy 
all my happiness. It is like living in tlie saime house 
with a renomoits* snake. Was it ever heard tlmt a 
woman, living with her co-wife could ever be happy? 
Rven if she deeps on a soft mJlkwhite bod a thorn seemt 
to prick her body and though aim lives in the midst of tho 
greatest happiness in alt other matters, she scarcely fools 
happy for a moment. Just as the house is burnt to ashes 
by dre, it is ev-on bo by a co-wife. She takes away all thn 
good look, which other wise would l>o her partner’s. 

Then the mother and dnughtarlnid their heads togothcr 
to devise means to banish KftnchanTiUlia to the forest. 

At this time, the Haja of that city, Run}a1at6*8 
father, died. ^Vithin a few days, the royal elephant, 
the pride of the stall, also died suddenly. All this had 
happened before the prince Fhulkum&r returned from 
14 
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hunting. A FefKirt wa* aomehow in Iho air Morn his 
arriTJii that n witoli h»d come to tbat city and nil thia 
miaciiief wna her doing. 

The prince oinm bnuk but did not give credit to the 
rumour. Then the old tjueen secretly formed piniu n ith 
her ndviAorB Bnd lind the Qneiit horse, belonging to the 
royal stable, killed one night and beameareij the bed and 
floor of KAnuhnnnialA with the biood of the nnlmni. 
This wxia Bhown to the prince as oridence. 

Then the report spread rapidly that the King had 
brought a witch to hia palace, who was eating the 
elephante and horses of the stabitj. The people were 
frightenfMl and resolTcd to leave ibe city for fear of being 
devoured by tho witch. Thus the prince was compelled 
to banish the unfortunate KAnehan from the palace, 

fLL 1-1 e.) 

m 

A mementos happiness ts followed by cemtinned 
sorrow'. This life of onra, alas, a sad mixture of 
weal ami woe. Kow the bright moonlieams light up 
the sky, but a moutetit hence, it is darkened by clouds. 
Like tbe water-drop on a lotus-leaf, the fortune of a 
man ia unsteady and fickle. For a moment, the drop 
seems to stand firm on the leaf, but a moment afterwards, 
it tremulously glides down. To>day a prince, in the 
height of pump ami power—to-morrow a beggar of the 
street. To-day a mtlUonaire. to-morrow a pauper. 
To-day the royal umbrella is epreiid overtiFad. to‘■morrow, 
a houseless vngahond. he seeks shelter for his head undor 
the broDches of a tree. To-day a father of seven children, 
to-morrow oliildless, ho laments thu death of his dear 
once. A queen (ho day before, but an exile in forest 
to-day. 
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Be aot toa proud of rour good fortune;. Ooo's luck 
ahovrn the flow and ehfa (idea, likearlrer, and coiutantljr 
changoB. 

K^nchiinmatB. 

“ Oh my look, tell me ethlch way f will folbir In thin 
foreat. Ill-starred am I from mr birth. My father 
drove me nwaj, when a mere chiid^ taking me for an 
unlucky wretch^’ and my God, who created me, joined 
my hands with those of a blind lad. My mother died 
untimely and 1 bnd no brother born. My tot has ever 
been to wander in the forest, veepmg, helpless. If one 
is doomed to eonow by ProTidfluce, who Will, alas, help 
that one ? Queen Situ, when had to spend her 

days in the for»t, ba ished from her palnoe, Te tigers, 
that roam in the foresi eeekjng prey, rat me up and get 
strong by eating iiutnati flesh. Ye serpents, that wander 
in this wild region, relievo me from my misery, once for 
all, by biting me with your venomoni teeth. I>eath is 
like life unto ma and life, to me, is bitter na death.*' 

So did the unfortunate darnel wander weo^dug and 
lamenting in tb« depths of ihe forest, but she did not 
seek out the woodman, her fostar'faibcr, lest it should 
causa him pain to see her condition. Like the river in 
Augmst, impelled by a strong emotion, she wandered 
from forest to forest and know not when the day dawned 
or wbon it closed. (LI. 1 -HA.) 

(20) 

Wandering in this way for six months she suddenly 
recollected the fliiay&ai, who had promised her help at the 
hour of danger. 

* 7J)W a iMllMir iMUAM tf kwuhJswi !e **• «* 

|L a iJbt Ml kier ^nmri nf h» tmm Htli ik* 

lln^nuU kii]ujlic9 ^ kmw /ajJmT# 
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Rho sought the fig-tiree for some days and then by 
chance found it out. 

She gentiy knocked thrice at the tree. Tbs SanjA^i 
came oiit of its oasity. 

She iva^ still bsautifut and bright ns a flame. Thu 
holy man instantly reoogaised her. K.Ancluia fell at his 
feet and rslaiod her whole story, na to how the in other 
and the dnaghter had conspired to banish her to the 
forest. It was all her own fault as she luii sincerely 
c^nflded the story of her Ufu In her cO'Wife, That 
sincerity caused her ruin. 

The Sany&at promised his help, hut asked bar to wait 
there For a few days. 

She lired in the hollow of the tree for three days. 
Ones when the night waii far ndTauced, she heard a sound 
like that of the strokes of hundreds of axes and felt no if 
niAiiy liande wore omployed in cutthig down the woods 
of ilie fore-it. Etch oight she Imaril the sound and onoe 
in the depth of aiglit> sho name out of the cavity and saw 
ploughs made of gold and of silver. Rears and ttgora 
were yoked together for driving the plouirb, Uonurobored 
labourers luul aaeentbled there and were conAlructing a 
city in the wood, A targe nutDlier of palaces and houses 
were buUt there. 

Nine days and nine nights passed in this way, after 
whiofa tlie Sanyfisi called KAocbauoiiLtA to his presence 
and showed her the city that was built there. Rhe was 
surprised to see the city, which not only surpassed, in 
grandeur, BWtliiiagar, the home of her father, but the 
one that belonged to EunjaEatA’a father. She had 
travelled through many places in searoEi of her husband, 
but nowhere hod she seen a city like tb:il. 

The Sany&si proolaimed, by baat of drum, that a new 
city was built, of which the mistress was beautiful a> a 
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golden sUtu«. “She will bersfilf elect her btiihand *l a 
ptiblio Durbar ami deslrei* princes to oome und becoine 
Buitora for ber hand.” ITtrougb fiercn big oitfce, Iho pro- 
olamnlion wiw made bp beat of drinns. Seven poung 
princes of the seven cities cmue to sue Iwr luuid, witb 
tboiT retinue and sUeudanta, But none of them could 
satufp her conditionit and win har^ 

The princess KllocbaninAlft, the tnifttrew of the dtp, 
koew A song. Dalf of it she would sing. The other 
half must bo rcoltccl by the person, who wisned her hfuid. 
Thb wna her oondition. TIir seven priaces returned 
homo disappointed, (lil. 1>S0)> 

m) 

Then esame a blind l«^gger. He was so week that he 
had to walk with the help of a slick. He stood aI the 
gate of Kanchnii's new palace and hogged !ilms, eajiog 
princess of the new city, f have bcanl n g‘>od deal 
ftliout pour weallh and Itlwraliip.” So saying, he stood 
at the gntc. 

The princess saw the beggar frotn her balcony. 
Though bUnd, the beanty of his person was datzJiog to 
the eyes. She filled a golden plate with aims ntni herself 
came there to offer it to the hegg.u. lie had long hair 
and hi* beard had grown, as he had not shaved it for 
many days. 

“Where do you live, poor man, and where would you 
go at tha end of Lho day P " asked KAnohantniila. 

Tit* Begffar, 

*' I have heard your proolnmation, I am not hero for 
begging alms. That was a mere pretast for haring an 
opportunity of talking with you. But, maiden, will you 
slug the song, of which the roDiaining portion you want 
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yimr sairor to complete. And I ask you thU que^ion, 
if I B4U satisfy your oonditioii, vrlil you bo ready to 
marry mo ? " 

KAachan bad to airt^ her soo^. She aan; nt her early 
life,—hoMT she was born, and how nho had to marry a 
blind boy, how, by the ^race of a :3anyMsi, tUo buy ^nod 
Ida aigUi aud how she pa-itHSiJ her life in the forest in the 
bouse of a word-cutter—how that hu^hintl was oarrtod 
away and how, after long wandiwiug*. she at last found 
him aad how the princess, with hor mother, plotted 
against her and had her baniahed as a wUcb, 

Here she stoppe^l and Haid that so far she knew the 
alory. He who wilt be able to relate events that occurred 
after tbU, nhall win her for a wife, nccording to her tow. 

The beggar said, **1 will, with your permissioii, eing 
the rest of the Bong,'' (LI. 1-dl). 

(m 

“ Haring hanhhed his forest-queen, the prince became 
mad with grief, tte hail no desire for food or drink and 
one night left his palace, He cared not for his king¬ 
dom—nor for his throne. He cared not tor KunjalatA, 
hh beloved wife, nor for the golden couch on which he 
slept. He left bis army, retinues and escorts and 
wandarud aljmit in qtiest of KAnchanmtlA, like a mad 
man. He is still wiindortag and bb eyes are now hlind 
with constant weeping.” (LI. 1-10.) 

The blind beggar was none other than Frince Flml- 
kum&r liitnielf. They rccogniwd each other and 
KAnchnn offered her whole-hearte<l services to her blind 
liusliand. She washed his feet anil wiped them with her 
own ctishevuUed huir. Thus did ehe pass her days in great 
sorrow. 
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Six months nnd KAnchan tind not ecien the 

SsuyAsi all thU time, lie rotuinod after six monthfl and 
KAnchan told him her tuul tali*. She fuiil, ** Once you 
helped mo at a cntitxil hour of my life. Koor be pleased 
again to restoro aight to my husband." Saying 1hi» with 
a look of entreaty and appeal, did she clasp the feet of 
the SonyOsh 

" Outre you cured my husband's blindness. 1 am 
grateful to you. You can aympathiiie with a wife's 
grief. My happtnrss of life entirely depends on my 
husband. I do not enre for my own self. I seek no 
other boon at your bands than what wilt promote my 
husband's bappineu. Kestore bim bia eyesight, 1 
do not care for this kingdom, nor tor wealth and pomp. 
Onoe 1 lired wjtih my husband in the forest and f am 
prepared to do so again." 

The SanyAsi oaid, I once cured your husbaud of his 
bllndneaa, Wby should you again and again trouble me 
in this way ? " 

Tbe giri said weeping, " Tt is because you bold out 
the promise that whencxer I would be in distress, I should 
come to you for help. And what misfortune, revered Sic, 
can be gtealor than mine ? 'Where is a woman whose 
sufferings are greater (ban mine ? I do not crave weAlth 
or kingdom. Take away my own eyes, it you wilt. I 
shall bo glad to bear tbo life of the falind. But restore 
flight to my busliand." (LI. 1-ia] 

(24) 

Thf Satiffdiii. 

''Then accept my condition, and swear tiint yon will 
act accordingly, whatever it may bo. 

*' You will have to leave tbis olty this very night. 
You will have to leave your h usltsud for ever, No more 
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[n life irill you 1w permitted to see him. Then sod then 
only sh>ill your husband be restored ooce more to hui 
rmon. You should not, moreoror, leave him with a 
eis:h. "Wilb a jicrtecily tranquil mind, you will have to 
make lliU reimndation On this coTidition alone, 1 can 
oure yeur husband. But bear so me thine more. The 
prillcoiiS Kunjiihua Is hem, She is a wnndnrar in this 
forest In quest of her husband. Now make a gilt of this 
lovely city anti your husbimd (o the co-wife, with a mind 
not at all disturbed,'* 

Wbcji KAuphaii heard this., she burst into loud soils. 

it the garden which adorns a house, The woman 
looks lovtdy when she has a child in her nrma. The 
lotus uduttis ti tank and the land b lieautiful, when 
dowere hloom on it. The nourishing kingdom gUddeus 
the heart of a king and the store, nhicli b full of weatth, 
liecomes a coveted treasure, it is the lamp that illumi- 
nates llie dark spot and H is the crown that adorus the 
head of a prince. Like all these and eren more, in the 
husbami prked by a devoted and chaale wife. Tf a lioat. 
is left by the helmsman, it sinks into the whirlpool of a 
river, The parents do not care for the daughter after 
her marriage and If tlie man, with whose hands she joins 
her^, gives her up what would her lieHuty avail her? 
lYlio will, nljts, prcfervo the hnimur nf a wmiimn, deserted 
hy her lord ? To her, fienth and life are the same. 

Sins Ijuiiented in this way and then wiped her tours 
away. Then she said in a culm iind lirm tone, Y'cii, 
cure uiy hoslmnd's bltniltiw^s, 1 will go away from him 
and from this place forever,’* (LS. 1-31.) 

(tlo) 

Than the SanyiSai asked Kiincban to fellow him till ah 
reached iiitolhor fig-tree, lie gave three atrokes to tht. 


TIEE BaiDE OF A BLIND BABY 

trM with hu &tid from the carity of it, came out 

a woman, Konclmn saw that she was the prinoesa 
Kunjalatft, her cO'wife. The SenTSsi gave a fruit to 
KAnchau, saying that her hoatiand would be cured of his 
hltndneus ou eating the fruit, but ordered her first to offer 
the fruit to the priooeas. 


The Sanya^i, 

“ Though painful the 001 idition, make yourself ready 
to fulfil it. without feeling any pain. With thin fruit 
give your bualnnd to Kunjalata. Make your mind firm, 
so that you may uot fed nay pnin in this not of renun* 
ciatioTi. If, however, you give this Fruit, with the l«»ast 
sorrow in your heart, your husband will not be oared.” 

Then did KfinchanmAla with A great effort liao above 
the level of ordinary humim beings and forget all about 
her own happiness .and eorrow. With the fruit in her 
band, she stopped a moment to collect herself and then she 
gave it to her co-wife, together with her husband and 
hingdoni. Ko one saw a tear in her eyes, Kor did her 
heart beat hut once in sorrow. She left her husband witll 
H tranquil mind. Leitt her tears should, in the least, 
interferv with her huBlMuid's cure, idju gave up all 
eDrrnwfnI thoughts, and unmoveil in her mind, she made 
tlie great gift. 

It is the hardest of nil irttiU, from which she came 
out a victor. TlKuigh the wav a feoble woman, she could 
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do ao. Etoq the atroo^Bt of men oouM hardly cope 
trith a siluAtioo like this, * (LI, 1 > 18 .) 


* A tn«pd li Iftliuvg mC' tliAt KAgC-hU'* tpiiuq^tuiu jpurwUlMi ^hJbl oE 
dllllALt im ViiTkir ^ TqiIki* fit ibt So** whtf* tJiii Sim nuilv m wiKrtky 

q 4 ^T to iV t brfci^li#- A'llSl t dlBUDfit ^,(3^ Icji VtTilli vij uiiiA i^|jwi 

fdf ehmel^r tliA^vaiifW^ 1 hj-(1i« 1 h* dM *fi4JbJ«f MfldR- 

Ul bw kMac kli ulmlmi da pwAnbstlji. ^ boi tu» fpf GHUjuUr-^t^ odj 
Qiillalt r«iiiLd ikottitivi Mi 1i«r trtal dtsUb# Eurliini ood intnllj oiw bcr ibt 
Armd fif Ojha^niij m^mn iha Iata4witia iHirw^dlU liwt, Wlwi mw nicR nould iwnia 
muT^ iodIi * fist f B.m* |JI boltsd IfiTo wRirtaiil %n4 ^nn-ijap »i4 

oiakoitb* mnulMliaii glivriau »4 md lilUlalt mtvdhif «i4Si?i4 gn*4ljr («t 

Idn^ huit l]|« mqbeliLl ipa thi f crtod , maA jmaipufc * i&hriIi:^ b* aQaii|iajHd Iq tJu 

HRiOc* tEuds OudiAu m\m FHi* )i«r to li«r Ai^idfa, knowing 4hai 

b* imi iiMfotRi 14 "kv «iul CO%«r tO^wITfr d%4 tlibl ia idl of tTT4i 

liMptj oriikiig Ibp of Sir Inubaad—4 wtkb pbowad It# 

gnuMoi at hrt Uffiv lul Im 0«a ih* tMtlAJ hAh vlaJoSi Impiiad IkPt 144 1 4111 


Another Version. 

(2G) 

^V1lell tCdDchan about to depart, tho Sanyasi sAid* 
•' Go to fouj fattuiT** city. You wefe bauwbt^ from 
(IbarAiDa^aj' at tbo ooiitmnnt*^ of your j»tep«taotber. 
She is a uitoh. Take this magio-rod with you.. She tuts 
deruured many men and iromuii of your father’s city. 
As soon as you will arrive ut your fiither’s piilncc irith 
this rod, she will fly niray in terror, and your father vrill be 
free from her charms." 

K&uchan did as she was direoted ttnd relousiid her 
father from the inQiience of the witch. Thou the 
ministers and other uHicars of hur fathor advised liim to 
look after a suitable britle^oom for KAnohau. 

But there was a hindrance lo tbia proposal. In the 
oountryside they talked about KAnoban*a absence from 
the palace for a long timu. Hovr could it he known that 
she bad led a chaste anil virtuous life? The wiiH‘ headu 
assembled in the palace and estpressed mi opinion that 
Uiere should Iw un ordiml to lest her ohustity, 

A long cobweb should be thrown up in the air and 
KAncban must steadily hung in the sky, entebing hold of 
it. If she succeeds, ii will then lie known that Kduchan 
is a chaste wotnnn. The report of tho coming orduat 
was trumiMited out ulJ over the country and princes and 
potentates from tho neighbouring cities came there to 
behold it. In this asiieinblago of noble mob wo* Fhul> 
kumfiT, her husband, who bod come there with 
KuujttliitA. 


lie 
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JK&HchanmiitS. 

I bid adieu to ^ou, my eateemed father. Your 
unfortuaate girl would uo more 1 m a eouree of ttoublo to 
you i aud O my father'a ministers and officers, to you, 
also, 1 hid a farnwo]], ?i'i> more will you hare to 
counsel ray father M to the right psth about his daughter. 

1 call upon you to ho wituosses, O suit and moon, uight 
and day. as to what sort of woman t am. 1 do not know 
what ii« right or wrong, what is vice and what is virtue. 

Now farewell, O Kuniulsta, my dear siilter. I leave, 
in your cust'idy, my own husbanth tar dearer than life. 

And you, my dear husband, thf true lord of my heart 
are you. 1 bid adieu to you, Uetiirn to your oity with 
KunjnlatA. Do not, I pray, feel uny pain for me. A 
hundred times do 1 bow to you, Iwfore final separation. 
Try to forget me in your whole-hearted love For 
KuigalaUi. 

0 pritTuea and kings, wholiavu ussemhled hor«, I pay 
my respects to you, hefore I depart. The period of 
curse is over, I have passed my twentieth year,*' 

So saying, she slowly caught hold of the fine thread 
of cobweb, whioh her father's men had thrown up Ln the 
sky and began to climb up till she completely disappeared 
from the sight of utE. 

t.ihe a room, where the light It put out, the whale 
p'lhtre bscjime dark for a time at her ilisappeaTancc. 
The dtlsens of llhariiinngAr lumen ted for one, who had 
licen hoTTi of n heavenly spark rind dieappeiired like a 
heavenly siMrk. (LU 1 - 32 .) 



SAKTJ 



PREFACE 


Th<i ballad 'Saati’ wb 8 collected bjr Mtinshi Jaiimud- 
dln in Fehruarjr, 102S| from an illiterate Mabomedaiit 
imiaed Ks«m Kluui, ap«l SO, of Fearpur in the dUtriot 
of Faiidpur (£» B. R.). 

Ft contain!! a hundtiKl and fifty llne« and tbe rules 
of rhyme arc disreg^ded in many of them, though the 
metre of the ballad Aoema to approach the * Fayar'—thO' 
iamiltar meaaure of venilioation, generally adopted by 
our country-bards. 

Though the Hong baa been preserved by Aluhtunmadati 
rhapBodiete for some geaeTatioas past It Is easen- 
thdly a Hill du-tale, original ty composed by a Hindu 

puet. 

The author's name is Jiiidhar Bania. Wo have found 
several versions of thta ballad and la some of them the 
name of iho poet is given in the i»olaphon. In one 
version the name of the heroine is given os Lila, instead 
of Santi. But as there is a geneml agreement in the 
details of troatmant, these vArions vamions seem to be the 
offshoots of the one and the same Ballad, ohanged in 
plncea by the Tillago-singcra. 

It ban exquisite ballad, inspito of its rugged and 
Irregular rhyming. The old ballad-makers may be at 
times crude hut never verbose. This ballad, in tho form 
of a dialogue, is more suggestive than elaborate, and cfteit- 
times leaves gaps which the render must fil) up by the 
suggestions uf tho stoo^aa, for appieciaUng tho ccoaiatent 
beauty of the tale as a whole. He must, for instance, 
discover, closely reading betweeu the lines, that tho 
fjusliand of Santi, who makes his a|>piitirance at the end 
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of tho BaUaJ, is aonu other than the peraon who tried to 
entice her during all the twelve months of the year 
by temptations and threats. If this is not understood, 
the interest and the heautT of the hailad will be consider¬ 
ably missed. U is clear from the dialc^ue that the hus¬ 
band of Santj marred her yearn api and went abroad 
for trading purpoices. She was a mere child at the 
time of marriage. Her husband re turned witen she 
grew up and becatiie n womau. Like most of the Hindoo 
wives, she insiinotiveSy felt the ^acre<!nes9 of marriage- 
row and knew that her life wa.*! dedicated to her hus¬ 
band, even before aim could have any op|iortuaity of 
forming an intiirmcy with him, Tlii< usual custom with 
a young married girl in this country is that after the 
night of marriage, she spends eight, or Bometimee ten 
days, colM Aaiijvtiinffftt or Dijufmouffttl, as tho case may 
be, iu her husband'<4 home and Iheu returns to her 
fathei'% liome, where mIio remaimi until she comes of 
ago. The husband of Santi returned after many years. 
The girl had merely vague iitemorles ai»ut thu marriage 
and could not recognlBe her husband. Ho wantod to 
put her character to a teat and, dUguising himaelt as a 
stranger, tempted her during each of the twelve months 
of the year in varlDus ways. She wbs modest and courte¬ 
ous, but stronglx rejected his overtures. She did not 
strut and fret at the imtiU of this offer of love, us a loyal 
wumon of a more violent temper would do. But her 
repiies, couohecl ui clever words, ofteoiimeB bordering 
on pleasant humour, showed the unrelenting strength 
of her character that raised her far above the level of 
ordinary women. Though outwardly she showed n bit 
of ooquettishnees, it only served to show the lovely spirit 
in her of being able to enjoy pleasantriaa, without aScc- 
ting the dignity of her chameter tri tho Icsat. 
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Then after the long and protracted trial of twelve 
monthN oomes the •ftrangerV profeselon that he is no 
other than her buaband. She is staggered at tha report 
suspecting foul play again She Imnga down her head, 
not fully knoving whet she should do. She puts to him 
question after questiou as she has no dlstlnot memory 
about her husbaml and his parentage. But when, on a 
reference to her own parenttt shi* is fiiUy sattaficd, tlieu 
does iho glow return to her cheek, and slm sits with her 
toilet^'box, robing herself in the best of her bridal nttire to 
lecoire her hushsnd. 

We have liad many occasions to remark that wach of 
the twelve muittbs of itengal has some dJsttnctivc festure, 
peculiar to its own. Some {lartlcular ftower that blooms, 
some gay hlrd tliat sends its high notes to the skies, not 
to speak of the feBtivitiea liearins' pIea<iaiiL nssooiations, 
mark out the passing away of a particular month nnd tliu 
advent of tlic next. Thi^se Rflmiuasi songs are innt uHai -Jy 
Bengali, as the clearly deflxird climatic reutures of a 
(Mirltcubir season and iti parts are scarcely found so 
distinctly anywhere in India outside Ilengal. They lift up 
Iho veil from the facc of Nature, ahnwing her somctiiuca 
ns smiting wrih sunshine or hlooming (lowers, and at 
others, casting her angry looks through her lightnings niid 
clnuds. The joy mis flood, tlve vhili rice, tim bunt.race, the 
bloom of iiijfJiha and llowors, the Durga Puja, 

the Manaail Puja and other ftfstivllica, the gay not« of the 
cuckoo and the shrill song of the .P»piii, the mbt,** that 
shroud the early mornings or the genial sua*light that 
brightens them, are awiociatod with particular months, 
and the B&famaahit have an exclusive Bengali ohann, 
which the oountry-poct* are never weary of describing. 
This ballad will recall sumo of the pnas^ee of Shakes* 
peftro's Venus and Adoitia. It may be held in contrast 
16 
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with the famous Spanish ballad, ** The ilLniarritsd " 

which giveii the tempter a uohlaT chamder than the 
husband. Ihe aacrednesa of conjugal lore carries a great 
weight with the rural-poela of Iteugal and it would bo 
iaconceivable to them how adalterr and libertiniitm could 
be ekvated to an a^itbotic plane En the name of art, as we 
dnd it to be tbo case in the Spanisb liallad. The art 
that niaken attempts at hrmhing aaidc the claims of the 
husband, elected by the woman heraell, and sketching on 
the canvas a !woond figure, her neit choice, laiinot carry 
a high Talue. asathetic or artistic, in the soil of India, 
where true loro U another Dame of life-long derotiou. 
“ liO Iwlln mal maridada,” tho lavouritn Sjtnnieh ballad 
in Sepulveda's collection, will appear ahookmg to Bengal 
peasantry, iospUc of the ajipenl it bearH in its concluding 
lines. Vet this Botigali ballad is as fresh ns a flower juet 
blown, without any oouvcnlional element id ii. The date 
of the ballad is unknown; but it carries the stamp of 
(he age when the school of free lore flourished in 
Beni^ol^when the gpirit of Sahajiya bait a strong hold on 
JlengaU youths^before the austere Brahminic rermiBsanoe 
doomed our womankind to stern ordinances, declaring timt 
a young woman's path was not one of rosy dalliance 
bat the secluded domestic cluiinl>er, where music was 
forbidden and w'here she was not even priTilegod lo lUton 
to n itfitig of the euckoo, lest It gave rise to some unholy 
thought- Anrtthf?r version of this hnllad is ptibtished tis 
part 11 in which the hsroino Is named Lila It bears in 
thf: colophon the uamo of Jaldhar Baniya as iis author, 
1 have got from SyiliDt a quite dilFeroat version pub¬ 
lished by ono itd, Ashtaf Hossain wlm calls Jalilhar a 
naltva of Sylhot. .laidbnr Itaniyn docs not seem to be the 
original [Kict; he may lie a mere reoensionist. 
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“Ffiliw I It lA Die virtueus Kiijej wbo lias ilug tb© tank 
and tiinde i^s landing gbat For puljlic iisa," P. 123. 








Santt 


(i) 

" Street October hait come, (WLiet is the milk in unripe 
aiKiVH rice. My mind in O Silntlf as I behold 

thy ygatblul charms." 

'' Cidm tby restless heart and c|ttiet tliy sou), O Ind, 
to-morroiw at dawn fthalt I go to yonder landing-ghni. 
all ivlone and mcel you there," 

" Keitiicr am 1 a physician, led, nor versed in the 
sacred lore ; a simple vjUagc-'girl, daughter of GhinciCir Ihe 
Baniya,<c)iste nm I. If indeei) you sulTcr from a malndy^ 
how can I curs it f " 

(3) 

" Vou nro Blling your pitcher, girl, goon doing so. Hut 
know tliat I am in charge o( the tank and guard it bore." 

False J It is iho vlrtuaus king irho hiu dug iho tank 
and mode its landing-ghat of stone for public use. I. 
the girl Bnnti, am lUting tny pitcher from (he tank. I do 
not believe thee and care not, (or any guard." 

" You have deceived me. O Santi, all these day;* of 
November by your glib tongue. Ify hopes Imre ever- 
more remained unrulfilied, Elehold with nevr charms <m 
tha budseape, November has mode tb appearance," 

( 3 ) 

" In this sweet November thou lookesL like a silvery 
streak of moon-beams: O, do not vanuh away, but allow 
me, a stranger, to ho revived by a sight of thw." 

" Night is ootiling. 1 must take care that my mother- 
In-lavi' may sleep in comfort. Know mo, O youth, to 
ha the darling of my husband. I hold a stranger like 
you in the Hgbt of a father or hrolher." 


tH KASrKRK BRNUAIj BALLADS 

“ Tills montbf too, tbou liast deceived ttib your 
glib tongue. BeJiotd tb« change on the fair face of 
Nature, announcing the adrent of December.” 

(*> 

It is December now und hear my vow, I will enter 
your sleeping room at tlie oiid of the night and get by 
stealth what I cannot gel as a gift." 

“ A hundred candles will 1 keep burning in my room 
lo-oight, and at the gate our elephant, Gajamati, will 
keep watch.” 

** 1 will blow out all your hundred candles, and the 
elephant Gajamati will I kill at your gate by the foroe 

of my firms. 

♦‘I u'ill cover my bracelets with the edge of ray 
leat they jingle, and, sword in band, shall I keep 
watoh all night. If, at the end of night, the thief u 
caught, this is my vow that I ahaii sacrifice him at the 
altar of the goddess Cbandi," 

'* This month too, Santi, you have deceived me with 
your glib tongue. With a change in the londsoapo has 
January made Its appearance," 

( 6 ) 

“ It U January. Look, dear one, the yotl ’"'^ar 
19 too (diort. Spread its flowing end as far as you can 
and receive tlio humble present of sweet betels and nuts 
that I have brought for you,” 

“Take aw^^y these presente, I do not want them, lad. 
You have ail elder sister at your house, preaent these to 
her, if you Uke.” 

“Crmil words hast thou spoken, O Santi. The 
presents I mean for yott. atid you wish thoin to be given 
to my sister! You c*usti pain to my heart by sayii^ so. 
Now for all Ihese days of January you have played 
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cttmtiiisly with oib, cipffrring my hopM from day to d&y> 
Uetiotd Fobroary sbovi iUaU with ftll in new and beau¬ 
teous colours in Nature," 

(«) 

** 11 w February, The nights are long. If on such a 
aight a guoAt cornea to your door, wbat will you do to 
receiTO him ? " 

" A couch and sofa will lie sproad for him in Ibe outer 
room; soft pillows will be giTon to make his sleep easy 
and sound. He will tiare fine rice and puliea for hie 
nriealA and a blanket will be given him to make the 
wintry night worm,’* 

"You have beguiled me, dear girl, with your glib 
tongue this month also. My hopes remain unfuliUled 
cvermOTe. Behold the approach of March, bringing an 
array of fresh charms to the laadicapes around." 

0 ) 

" It is The heat u scorching. Thy 

beauteous and youthful figurt*, O Santi, bums my heart 
with a desire, which t know not how to allay," 

** A had mother gave birth to you, wicked youth, and 
your father was a wretched euancb. If there is heat In 
your body, why not jump down into yonder river and 
cmol your body’s heal therein," 

“ Tbix month Is also gone, O Santi. You have 

deceived me by your glib tongue and withheld the 
fulfilment of my hopes. On the fair face of Nature have 
bloomed forth new beauties aonounoing April" 

(«) 

** It is April now. Like the sweet layer of cream 
over milk ia your lovely youth* O Santi I hut what 

purpose doca U serve, if like a miner, you guard your 

treusura from others." 
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" M)' youth In not a wator-molon to bo cut to piei»a 
for distribution at dinner. Nor is it the milk of a 
woman’s lirenat for feed in^ bar Ijabe.’’ 

" 0 cunning gno, this month is alao gone and you 
bare beguiJed m« 1»y your glib tongue. I pine with 
unfiilfillt!!^! hopes. Behold tho new charms of the 
lAndsoepe, iudicatmg the approach of iray.” 

( 0 ) 

" It i<i May. The mangoeii nre ripe in yonder 
grove; plenty of tliase fruits, besides jacks and idivck* 
berries, have I brought aa my humble present for you.” 

“ Keep these wide, lad, 1 do not want them. Go 
home and present them to your sister.” 

" Cruel are your words, 0 Saiifi, theaa presents are 
made lo yovi and you cause pain to my heart by your 
refttsal. This month has also gone and my hopes stre ever¬ 
more deferred. Look al the change of landscape, 
announcing June.” 

(lOJ 

” It w .Time, O ttanti, behold the flood in riTers. 
Ke»r Kanchanpur in the swelling stream hw your 
hushaiid been drowned on liis way home.” 

**Falsa! Qad my husband died lu the sweliing 
stream near Kajichanpiir, the chignon on my head would 
hare been unloose of iteelf, The pearl-necklace on my 
breast, would have boon unstrung, thy Bhell-hraccjnts in 
my hands, Icnnwn by their pet nemos, Itam and ZiIsA- 
mm would have been'^broken and the brightness of Ihe 
red sign of hick on my forehead would itave slowly faded 
away. I IxfUevc in theae signs and not in your reports, 
O false lad.’' 

“ This tnmitb, also, hast thou beguiled mu by thv 
glib tongue. My hope* arc itnfulfllled and I am jcyless. 


santi i« 

Bebold, oil aideit, Joif'* odrent b proclaimed bj a 
change in the LaDiUcape/* 

( 11 ) 

■*U b July. The muddy knee-deep vatei b Men 
ereryn-hcre. When pacing from one house to another 
through thi» watery path, yon will be served with name 
gentle strohes from tny stiok of twigs as piiniHhment/* 

'* Beat me as hard as you can with your stiok, O Ud. 
K fll me and Aoat my body in the riror. But know, still 
I will not go to a stranger's house." 

"This month, also, bast thou l>eguiled me by your 
glib tongue, and my hopes remain unrealised. Bahnld 
Nature wean a new apparel at the iidTent of August. 

( 12 ) 

It is Augnst, The rivers ore full. I will give yon 
a boat, rowHl by diteen men for playing race in this 
plessiug season." 

'' Give your boat to your sister or to your motiier, or to 
those who care for your preseuts. 1 do not value them." 

''This mouth, too, you have beguiled me by your 
cunning words. Nature now has changed her ■oenes 

and announoes September." 

(13) 

It is Septemher, In every house the divine mother 
Vurga 19 worshipped. 

" Look at me obsely, O Santi, I am here, thy own 
dear husbaud, returned home after long claye. Don't 
you know me, dear ? " 

Santl 1)owcd her head down at these words. ** Swear 
by God," she said, " and speak the truth." 

" ^tTiiob U your native city ? Wliat b your name, 
O youth ? And who ore yuur parents ?" 

" 1 atn a native of IlAhAtiA. There 1 own a house of 
my own. My father b a Kolpatarn and my mother's 
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Hi 

name is Ganeawarl. I nuuHed jrou, O Santi, ago, 

era tho fifttienth of an October. The pet aame^ by n’hich 
1 ant cailed, is Kittan SndAgar," 

'■ U really art thou the dear one of my heart, be 
pleai>e(l to «tay here a nrhile, I irlil return instauUy 
after euquiriQg of my parents if your account is true." 

(U) 

" O, my old father and 0, niy dear mother, what are you 
busy with, at ibis moment ? %Villyou tell me to whom you 
gave me, your daughter, taking the due sum of money?*' 
" You have paased yoiu twelfth year, and now stand on 
the thresh hold oi youth. Is it the indination, natural to 
your age, that makes you discover a husband at the gate? ” 
With ft lamp in hand and a toka on his bend, the old 
man walks in elow pace to see if really the son^indaw 
has come. 

" It is he, 0 Santi, no doubt, it ia be. Qo, receive him. 
He, the )ewe1 of your heart, boa been found at lost. Now 
open the cheet, oontnining your dresses and oraamenta. 
Find out your hair'Comb of mica and articles of toilet/’ 
Santi divided her hair into two lovely rows and mode 
a chignon, over which she spread garlands of champs 
and fiarut flowura. She put a tiara on her head and wore 
the chandrahar and a waist-belt of the moon-pattero. 
From her neck hung a lovely necklace. She wore 
armlets on her arms and bracelets on her wrist. Anklets 
jingled on her feet and a string of the largest pearls she 
wore on her breast. Her eyes she beautified with the 
block itcij(/(rf-dyo, and (o finish uU, she put, on her fore¬ 
head, the red mark of luck. 

See how bright and lovely she looks to-night, as 
she softly treads the ground to go to the nuptial room 
to receive the hneband of her heart. 



THE TAiK OF BHELUA, THE BEAUTIFCL OITE. 



MtEPAPK. 


rhc IJiiIkti h coinpMra tu tlv6 part?** The 

tlr^X p^xri di'-^crnir^ ihn joiiTrii^y iit ^fnibiti, th^ yuitng^ 
merchant nf Sankhupnri tii fCEiiiehan[ii>it:»F hj nhip for 
Tht‘jr^ he Tiil- In Idv« h iih Dhultit\, duu^Ut^r of 
Mntiik, i\ rich mi-roh-int ol thnr pbctf. th ^ litve dore- 
lop^ iiito aa and ^tiidnn rt^Mirns InmiH hi u very 

Malv tJ-I (Hmd, unin^ to ^^epurjiMon frem Ins 
fjoJovtid. He cfimiiiuineH'e^ ihi^ Mnry of the lovn to his 
irjmdSf Hi* tbn^ \m fiithur g'nidiuilly eiiirityt to know of lUiit 
iitfair He ji iiia(cli^miib'r ii K'lni'tniiiiiiiL^'ur^ pi-o* 

pc^iu$£ the iiiartii^n of hi'<^ ^oii ^tUli Hlteluii IJ^r fidJiefi 

h'lT^eTor^ ihe pfop'^-siiilt on tht? gr^iond nf Mirilnii^^ 

iofeHor jtoclHl 

The eiOk^OTTil pnH dt^uh ivilH miulher n'hlt nf Mnfi.in to 
KMichiLuoti^af Hod bis jibsc^Tsifiintr wiili l^hetun. lie 
rKntnfi Lo Sankhnpiir with Iiit. hni hk Fnlhdr^ 

iiiiiiry iiL Ihn tiiisbehsHonr «tid turns him out from 
hi\ palioro^ Aliiihin with io ll.itigc^hflpur on 

Si lht?t‘biirtler miiJ theto^ >tecuringrj for tho timo 

b«hi9. the ^ood will or Aha lUijn^ n crutl Lymnt who 
Tci^tut 5ijprt*jTiti nt thit p\naa, 

In tiio tlilril iiiiil fourth parts^ wo find Abu Itjijii 

plotting ’Maihiii and *w*odiJijj him umy In t 

foreign oountri' on soruti pretext* He Onm>? nwi^y 
Dhtdtdl tohU pulnrt' hy Bholua lUrs lo Ifui Jsiinibi 

hills* in obt^iliunfri" tu her husbriiiiVri wf»heiii oxprtj??^! ni 
tlin tlinn of partinstp mid .^eHk!!i shelter Hi the haiid}i of ihu 
luerchant FLmri, n frkind of Hut lAm friend 
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bpoomi^ cjnamourHd oE BheluA And wnoA heir hAnd«, 
Sbn escapiss ffom lih nith tbn help of Hirau'a ithter,, 
5Ionnkfi. and moob Mndan, while journeifiBg by rirer. 
lint l> 0 inj puraued, on all sides, by the ships of Raja Abu 
Hi)d of her own ktnsinun, BhcloJl finds uo other way of 
KtOApe than by tlirowmij herself into the TiTer. MeiinkBi 
the sister of liiran, who was on another ship, sees this 
end foUovPs her friend, with a riew to save her life. 
They are ahout to b« dtowiujuL Madaii, also, shares A 
similar fate, trying to rescue them. 

An old merehnne diseorars the fair ladies, with their 
Ktb* nlmnst extinct, on n shoal In Uie Chou Gongi {«#, 
the function of four rivers), By his enre they are 
restored to Ufo^ but the good old inerohani while tryiog 
to find out the oity of Bhflloil’s parents, falls at the hands 
of the marauding pirate, Abu Eaja, who sieges tbo 
girls and carries them homo, sending away the old 
man in n sbalturml boat from iLuigohilpur, after 
having robbed him of his fourteen ships, laden with 
merchandise. 

In the Inst part, the ndveuturniis expedition of Jladan, 
aided by the tngonuous contrivances of BheJiUl and her 
friend, itenalrh. U describetl in detail, tinding in BheliiA's 
Imppy union with Mndan, who marries her with the 
cnitsent of her faiUer and inllicta an ntleijiiatii punlslininnt 
on the wjtjkeil Abu lia|a, by leaving him on a wild and 
dyNuIjilt* i<tioro, bound hand ami foot, to lie triarvt'd to 
iloaih Mudan not only marries UboluA but aUo MeimttA, 
both haviug Iwon, rrorn the beginning, bound by vows of 
sisterhood and love for ^Ladan 

'L'liLs Aba ilaja inlgliL have lawn a rtinj historjoiil 
figurL% though khe folk-talas of the country have nrjihiutly 
vuntribatiMl n good deal to the development of this story 
tu its present shapo. 


FREFACfi 


Though the poetical value of thk ballad in not macb, 
the to ars niao^ poiota which would tnaha up fur tbo 
schoJar’n toil, it faw could piitieutlv read tbo « Ijole. Thu 
oriijia of the tala must lie (raced to aeniif ineirlunt, -which 
cKscurriKJ lu a reruolu [leriod, when tlm Bon gal ia TTera 
celebrated for thoif cojniuereial aciiTilies ovunwos. The 
acotiuttt of iinitujfe cold and jewela, employed in decora 
ting houses ami abipH, to he found in this jtoum, giirca im 
^f)im [WM, ihrongh much ejEaggemtiottS aud crudii ruslic 
ccnvenlioim. Into Ihe eoaditiun of otif country, wlilch 
literally teorntd, at the time, with untold wealth. Nu 
tlDuhl it w(M a rojjort of auch provorhial richsi* of the 
Orioni spread iifar Iti the Wi-wl, which made MtUoii 
inwjriuirly refer to t-iio ' barhario' gold and pnarls of the 
JEiist in his rmadisti Lust, 

On the tfeachfrouii lifllilis of iIh' grurtf river* of 
Kast'-m Brtiiga!. it "■O" "ot «‘f<' to uriflertoVo masojiiry 
works on a UirgL* ecule. but w-t uliby pf*nplft built urti.'tiu 
bungalow 5', sfitmdiiig roriutu!* over their decorarkm* To 
this point I drew uttentiim in my inttuiluetiou to the 
flrfll Tolurar of tbs Riillitds- In thw twilUid very Emphiu 
dcHerlptlojiii are given of Mich hungalows, w ith four and 
imnieiiniijfl eight shmiLug r<)o£*. The houaes were sg 
spacious that often a hall oonlamstl hfty-two doors 
(Text, pagt! IW, Li. H-l). The baama and taftem were 
plated with gold (Text p. 1, L. 2) anti the bottom of tho 
roofs -were covceed with Iho featherr* of kingfishem and 
peaoooks. The upper part uied to lie doeoruted wi(h 
urtiatic designs nf mica, inlaid with leaves of gold, from 
which shone forth Jewels and pearls, eiegaraily studdsd 
therein, Merobanta, -who went to tradu avarsuas, had 
minetimes a flacl ot u thoLiHand shtpa. We need not 
place much nliance upun thi« dcsQnption of the rustic 
poet, Bai the humhlo figure of fourteen ship. 
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getterolly mentiotif^ in such accounts, neems ta ha n 
nttioua] ttiimbnr whicli we mny believe, 
jth TDut'h margin left for the excesses of |iopii]ar 
fancy, one cannot but be atrnck with an impression of 
the great weiiltb atul grandeur of the Serigall merchants of 
those days, while peruilng these ballads, A rich 
merchant’s daughter always enjoyed the status of a 
princess. She hud nsUHlly twelve maiden-escorts to 
attend lier, when she went to the bathing ghat (Text, 
page liS. L, 1). She carried soap-berries and other 
toiJet-ortieJee in golden boxes (Text, paue 145, L. 1). 
Food was generally served to the rich people in gniden 
plattw, The infatuated ohit-f would buy thn favour of his 
lady-love by giving h<*r landed estates, yielding aev<-n 
lakhs a ]rear(T«xt, page 175, L 7t). The mast of hig 
mercbant-veasels were plated wiili gold and ibe eiiaigna 
ill which there wore ricli golden embroidery works, nlione 
high up in the »kj, reflecting the dazxUiig taya of the 
auu. 

When a merchant re^iohed his native shore after a 
successful se:i.voyage, tb*'elderly indies used to come to 
the river-gliatit to welcome the ships with due rites. The 
demila of these FiLDs are to be found in the GltikathM, 
published by .Mr. D. R. Stitr*i Mnsumdar ami called the 
'Thakurdmlar-Jhuir and referred to iu my work "The 
Folk Lltemturo of Bun gal" (pp. Oj-nfl). 

Though not marked by much piistoral poetry—the 
oharactoriatie of the balkds of this class,— ^tbero aw 
bituatinns in ibis uotig, which are cjuito drematio. Tbu 
imorest of ihe rtHider nevar Hags and U even miseil to n 
bitth fnUinsily by a rapid nucc»-s4inii of uvents, esp'Cifilly 
towards ihe i-nd. The Irtishito^s of river-hr*wK«, the 
wild lifr in turbuliuU waters, oiih shi|». by dash¬ 

ing waves, and th« constant ubrna unused by the piratea 
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are everywhere fn eridunue, refaindlnjj Ihe rajidftr that tli© 
Acene of the balLadij ia laid io the wild river*diAtricti of 
Eastern Bensfal,—a cnuntry of swamiM, marsiies and 
great water-coowes, where the roarinffs of clouds above 
are sometimo raspondiid to hjr the clappings of a thou¬ 
sand wavea, deafening the ears and where, every now 
and then, Nature aasumaa an awe-Inspiring aspect in her 
sky and vast watery eipatieej. 

The last scene where Aha Uaja naecta with the allied 
fiflet of four great adversaries on the limitless watera ot 
Chou Gangft «Ake^ us hy a suhliwe dramatic surprise and 
this would be a fit theme for a LhHlting oinomato- 
graphic show, if it could be properly reproduced. 

This haiSad, in its original form, must have been very 
eld, for it seems to irattiplo down all the canons of 
Bmhroinio social system. The ideas were no doubt 
ofiterior to the foundation of the modem social life in 
Bengal. Both Biieluti and ifennka are soTenteon years 
old when they thanuH'lves chose their hridegrwima 
(Text, p. m, L. 311}. Thf daughter* are iriven perfectly 
free scope in love me iters and tJieir conduct is not called 
in quf^stlon, even when they intrigue with eirangors 
before their marriage. Society hardly condemns them. 
A woman, who lives with her eJeolod lord as hie wife, is 
sought after by another lover, who oiTer* to marry her 
(not merely to pay her atteations as a mistress), with the 
full consent of hi* father and other elderly relations (Teit, 
page 177, Ll, 13-16). When, after all kinds of adventurous 
love-makings, the woman returns home, she is aceopied 
in ft generous spirit of forgivenew so that throughout 
the whole of Lhe pijcm, there are events and incidents, 
which seem to be snhvoraive of all law and order of our 
present-day social fabrie. I cannot aoy if these reprewnt 
the aonditioDS of an alien society of the Burmei© and 
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TibotATts in partiouUr, imbibe<) \\y the RAjA^'Yanishis ami 
KAiiibojU, aman^ whom the ballai] irais orl^tniiiJy 
current,—or thex show a state of tliinp that existi^ in 
Hindu societ}' itself prior to th« priestly Renaiasutic^. 
One, who ia at aU eonvermnt with the modern Hindu 
society, I mean, the scx;lBty which is about sovon 
hundred yearn old, could not Iiato ptmilily concoixed the 
incidents of the plot and it is for this reason that Bholus 
U now mostly «ung by Ifabomedans, and the Qtndiin. 
Fxen of the deprar^ castes, hare it up. The 

Brahmin is harrl )y menUoticd hi the halliul; eveu when tho 
merchant ts dti^trihuttn^ money at a reli^^ious functioti, 
the poet refers to Ltae poor people as rooipients of such 
charitie* and curiously here alsrithe Bt<ihinin hne no place. 
(Text, pa^e 2(J0, L, 103), For such purjurwa in our society, 
the Brahmin would stand h% the foremost claimant. 

The one redeeming feature of ilia tula h that though 
the accounts do not show any resjteot for social nr priestly 
conv(mtioiU>, the rustic mind IhaL gore slmpe to it was 
couRciouJS of that superior law in the sphere of teoder 
emotions, whioh mokes a womati adhere to a stogie 
objeo' by her life-lone devotion, and though surrounded 
and tempted by many suitor*, retains her constancy in 
all her trials and a'ouid never break her vow of honour 
and chastity. Though she cares not for marriage-laws, 
mode by men, she lias the heart of the chaste and the 
devoted ones, clinging steadfastly to the lord of her heart, 
elected by herself. 

The rhyme is very irregnlar and rugged. The metre 
halU in many places. This also shows that the original 
poem was composed in a remote age,—^may be* in the 
pre-Muhammad an period, though it has undergone many 
changes in its Innguage and spirit, during the long ages 
that have intervened. 
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This bAilsd \ras once Teiy popular and used to be 
sung, tbrougbout the rsst tract of eountrji from the 
Soortoa Valley on the AssaiH’borders to the sos^shores ol 
Chittagong, I eatr a printiid edition of a ballad, called 
" Bhelus ** a long timeago, to tfbicli I referred Cn my' Banga 
Bh«bA'0'SAhityn' iu the yearlS97. 1 drew the Attention 
of nay readers to the intermiature of flindn and Moeiem 
spirit, vhiuh found place in that trersion, pnUllehed by a 
Muhammadan of Chittagong. I need neareely eay that 
the present version is quite unlike that one. I have 
presently noticed the awbwntd dislortinms of the simple 
coaiitry-ballads at the liands of the entorprizing Hindu 
and Moslem piibUshers. They infarfolily recast the 
baihtds, iiitroduriug in^o them not only erotic acenee and 
grtm things, bnt by thurotighly chungiug the style tind 
making it upprojioh more or loss n clHttsical model —not. 
at all digniilist, oa the ruccnsioiiteta am not schoTarv at 
all hut BMumo A Cfllfro air of pedanrry, vrhicii ie very 
repellttnl. This takes auay from the |>uliJi«hed editions 
the flavour of country life and the simple cfiarm of rustio 
songn. Thu liall»ds in their hAod« look like the rery 
tombs Ilf the poetical ideas, with which the simple rustic 
had built hie temple. 
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The Tale of Bheltia, the Beautiful Ooe, 

Canto L 

( 1 ) 

On the banks ot tho Kver Ujinl, there lived a 
merehant, named Mur&i, in the vitUge of Bankhapur. 
Hear, mj learned audience, the tale of merchant. 

This merchant of Sankhapur was the lord eeveral 
towns. His wealth was inunenre. He wonhipped 
Saturn, the planet, and bjr the grace of his deity, became 
the VffTj prince of mercbants. In fact, In the surrounding 
locality, there was none, who was his equal. So immense 
wan his wealib that he meottured bis gold, like rice, in targe 
ecaies. The story of his richea became proverbial in the 
couDtrysido. Sis big houses had four, sometimes eight, 
slanting roofs. These were plated with gold, at the top. 
The beams were made of silver and the roofs were covered 
with gold'Jr^ves, in place of straw. The rafters were 
ornamented with jewoEs and stones. His licet consisted 
of a thousand mere ban t' vessel n and it was a wonderful 
sight to behold the array of his ships, as they marobed 
over the high seas, bound for trade. Tlieir prows were 
plated with gold, the hetms and the oars were of solid 
gold and the masts of gold raisad their heads high up in 
the sky and the goldoo Hags fluttered in the air, making 
a goreiwna ahow. In the Wnding-ghat of the river, 
adjoining the morebant^B city, three ships lay anohored, 
awaiting his ontnmand, 


S|I£LUA 


139 


Miitrching wltti the iM^lp of ebb-tiile, and at times, 
straggling itgolnst tbu current, ttio morchan)' onco Hrrirod 
fttOHtream, near tbo Jaintd-BlUs. 1 will toU you wfaat 
the object of fais travel was, 

Murftt bad, br the grace of Bnturu, got n son, bright 
att the 0100 ). The lad was twenty yearn old and shone 
with the lustre of gold or the morning-sun. Be was 
oallod hiedan, after the name of the god of Love, When 
the tad had passed his twentieth year, his parents became 
anxious io get a suiUblo bi-ido for him. 

MurlU a'as touring in diiTeroDt countries, not for 
trade, but in quest of a handsomo emd accomplished bride 
for his aon. 

I am going to leave the topic of MurAi here and 
make a little digression. My audtence should now be 
ready to hear the slory of BheluA,—of her birth 
and otbrr inctdeiita of her life^ of ber beauty and 
aooomplishments. (IJ. 

( 2 ) 

1 am going to relate to you the story of Bholub. It 
is a wonderful story, divided Into hve parts. I orave the 
patient attention of my audience. 

In the city of Kanobaunagore there was a morohant 
named Manik, who, also, possessed immenso wealth. Hb 
palace was divided into five largo apartments, in which 
the nudience-LaU particularly, bore profuse Jetcoratioiu 
of gold, This hall had fifty-two doors; its roofs were 
oovered with roico, adorned with jewels and pfjarls. The 
whole palace sparkled like the beams of the moon on the 
ripples of a river. Whoever beheld it od mired the 
merchant’s seethe tic taste. There were many large 
tanka ineide tfao palace, with their landing's tops of solid 
eilrer. Inside one of these, was a tempb, dedicated to 
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Lrtbhmi, the ifoddess of Fortune, Manik was deaeauded 
from the iltujflfioue merchant Chind anti had r.hif status 
of a * KnVin * in hU eominunltjf. Proud of hia p«(Iii»ree, 
the merchant hold nthure in etuitempt- flu had a 
daughter, tumdscinni as SJtti, the eonsort of KAmBi the 
of Love. The lieauty of Bhelui was a Toarv^l, It 
shnue like a llarrie, and there was nothing to be compared 
to it. in the whole world* Her hair was thiok and blank 
as cloud and her eyes were bright as Btars. Youth had 
just dawii«l on bur. Her slender figure hitd the bright 
in^ oT gold and her eye-hrows had the graceful curve 
of the mtnbow. Her gait wiia sw lovely Hint «hs seemed 
to spTi'ud a iihanu around her, as she walketl. Her face 
was lovelier far tban tlin moon, Wheii she ^rdked, her 
tinir seemed to toueb her foot; the maids held it up 
boliinil her Wk. When her curling liuir fell over her 
iovelv face, it stieioed it cloud covered tbs inuon^ tof 
the time, llnr fatlior had giveu her jewels and oma- 
meats, which, as It were, vi«d with one aiiuther in 
adorning bar fair lltnbs. 

The parents had given her the jwt name of BheluA, 
the beautiful. She liad paSiWid her aixteenth year and 
stepfwd mto the iiev**nt«etith. The miTCbant whs anxious 
for securing a bridegroom for her. He went about 
visiting different eountrloa lof trade wid sought fora 
Auiialde groom everywhere. The raito™ wera not after 
bis liking. Ho at first seemed to choose soma one, but 
u little flaw was discovered, later on. In some cases the 
social status was not equal, so he could not agree to 
lower bis prestige, '*She is lovely oa the inooti," he 
reflected, ** the man who will be givec her hands must 
be bright os the sun/' Day and night he had no 
other thought than that of the marriage of the 
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Then h« settled n Be eent liie lire wni to ftr 

diffeient iwuntrica to iteek h bridegroom for BheSiii. He 
himwU mitrrbed oo bontd n and visited ditTcrent 
oounlriif* witli the aixme objeot in riew. 

Wliiit will the success of my triute nvail rae and 
wtial good will my patac* and weaUh linage if my 
daughter h kept un m arried ? ‘I bus did he think day 
and night. (LJ. L’^0-) 

( 8 ) 

BbeluA goes to the butbing-ghal and meets Me d an , 
the young memhant. 

She held in her hand a golden plate, containing soap- 
Ijerry fruits, and also a eilrer one, tninlaining lietel, and 
proceeded lowarda the bnlbing*s:1iat, beaming like a 
tlamc of fire. The wives of the fire brotbem followed 
her, the twelnt maids «f Bheluft following in the tmin, 
Tho winds sported with her scented hair and the sweet 
emeJI of her perfumed body attracted the bees more 
than a Dufrer-gaiden in the spring*8ea90it. Thus did 
Bhelud, the beauiiful one, arrive at the landing steps of 
the river. 

Kow ilsien to whot took place neat, aw rBOorded for 
her III the unalterable Book of Fate. 

Young Madan just at the lime, with fourteen ships, 
was going by the river, near KaoehannaRar. He saw the 
beautiful town on the bank of the rivor and, being 
attracted bv it, ordered hb shipe to bo anchored there. 
There, on the Ian ding* ghat, woe Bholuft, with her matdB, 
for a bath. The Svo 8 t»ter 9 *m‘law and Hheluil aU came 
down and were in the mid**trt»ttm in an instant; they 
plaasantly laughed aloud and sported in the fiver. The 
are wives all swam UU they caino up to a great way in 
ihe siTttam* but Bbolud stopped and stood near the bank 
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and ea^l hw vunuu:* oyra towanis tim apiiroaching ahips. 

She was Httnctud by th<' sj^'ht of tbo dhips. '* Wliu is 

this marchaut ? Whence hiis he came to our oitT ? 

« 

\\ tiich coujitty will lie* TiKil ff>r pitiij whvrtf did he 
ti|k^tid thtt ]u^t TJimightf^ tik^? tlm oocuti'cmI to 

hi^r. Her tlittl sdif iu u SteriouA 

modi. For i^hn did licit 4Wim with thuiit. tior ^mUbd nod 
livu^hodi iw u^iml. Sho hid her fewLin^ tnim lUom and 
they w'onderecL iis to whut produuorL this ohiiinge in her 
mind. ^VA fitrani^er he bt eertamly^” ehci thonglii* as she 
HcijiLHiod her olothL^ to hido her oliiimna. She wim in 
knee-di^p Tvate. iiiitJ imiiie further flown and opened the 
braids of Imlr, which tloJited op (he watur like cSnuiii 
in the sk}\ and hid her mwn-tikc- fitne. At thi^ miimenlj. 
the yoiijig nierchntit came out of bis enbin^ I» tbn 
niomiiig-^uu binmlf the Cftpinin tpf the She 

nskod henfelf as .^ho glitiif^ed at tbri young tnercbiuit^ or 
IH it the muon that hit?i falleti in Ihe 

Ihu^ they stvw each other for the imt lime in the 
river and the merchant's s^on at once felt the charm frf 
her beauty Bf:ith fell in love at f^r^t ^iitht. It waa iike 
\i mooting liotweien tiie Sun anil tJie Jlloon. What tliey 
bad to toll ODf another wa» coriimmiicated by their eyes. 
She Cuiild net walk* ^ doprussrd ^he was; lief fecu it 
seemed, refused to carry her hack honitj. When ehe 
came up to the l^nk, aba cast her "lincc on M ■^ides la 
aeo if ettaurs had marked the cbmifce in her mind* Alas, 
her fwt advrinccd slowly^ but bar mind wished to slay. 
Again they usmt their ayea on one another and spoke 
every thing by ibo»e HUent mo&tmgeN w^bicb bc^t sends to 
hoart. The tnesaags tiuis uuderytood bj tbem ruiJ bj 
none other. On board tbo ship, thu youth p(N>p»l thin 
wAy URii tbiit, bis eyes seernsd to sny to hert1 wm 
oonq^uercKL” They (xwls aditiu to odo another by mea&a 
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of their flColen gUnces. With the faU weight of her 
long flowing hair, now wet, she apjorned to walk hearify* 
Thfl caiDB to hor resctin and held her treseen up. 

Than did she ndjuet her elothe-ii once again anil with slow 
stops, retumo<1 home. 

Now what did Ihi* henDtiful merthantdo? Helot 
his tmiiiod bird, the * 9uka' go b the air. The bird 
followed the girl and i-ntertMl her oompartment. 

(LI. 1-02.) 

W 

** Whence have yon Wime, Oh bird, where is your 
house? By what Tiatno did the inerohiitit use to call 
you? From wliaf coiuitry has tlie inurelmnt oome and 
whither would !iw go ? Oli Use tnnrnerit, virlicn our eyes 
met Jirst in the batfitiig-gbat ! Ilnv Inuitlsoiiie ie he, like 
the luonn 1 W hat duar nanie Im-'i l>enti i^jven him by his 
parents? He is auridy going far tfjule, hut on the way, 
ho has acted like a thief and stolen my mind J He ban 
taken my miiid. my life and all that my youth yoams 
for. But wicked is he, iiol to have ^aften we with him I 
He smiles oflnn, but his mitid is nut truuk; with a 
ghuicw, cost caridciislr, he ha>i cauwd nm all this ptiin I 
Ilmt uo puncu of mind at my home } it weros. toy youth ia 
struggling rnminst tlie tidt^. If you know it, il-ar bint, 
tell me, like an informer, when will the dear merchnut 
be coming hock to our ooiintry, after ha will have loft It 
now ? ’* 

** On the banks of the river Ujani ia a village, named 
Sankhapur, There lives a merchant, named Muitiri. 
The youth is his son and his name is Hodan. He has 
given me the name of Himniiin. The young merchant 
» going to foreign lands for trade. Wait, maiden, he 
Will return and meet you again, at the bething^ghat.’' 
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Miiidan timd taught tbe bird this mesuge and noibing 
mnro could the poor forest-bird, devoid of tcuset saj'* 

Id slow wbftpers did the mAiden again anlc the bird 
queation ari;er question. But the bird made the same 
answer over atid over again. For, beyond this, his master 
had not taught him nrijthing, 

Tbe nighta were bitter as poisoD. The oharm of 
youth lost its lustre, owing to unhappy thoughts. She 
felt no rest either In pacing the courtyard or in lying la 
her bed. All the time, she felt an emptinoBs in her heart, 
which nothing could dll up. $lhe brought a male for 
the bird and looked at the pair, wishing ardently that 
she might moot the mL'ruhRnt in the samu way. 

Alas, to whH,t country hai be gone I bight and day 
jbo looks at the river and purtmos with her eyes tile 
course by whicli he would retum. One day paaspd and 
she recorded it. Then vho wcorid, and thou Iho third. 
In tbisj way, Hunumbered days came and went. She 
could not ffive up her liopes but lay expeciani of hi* 
return all tbese tong long days. 

She tonk fto care of her appsrels, nor bmided her 
flowing hair. Indifferent to crerything, she looked like 
a girl, tnsHiiB. The golden lustre of her form slowly 
fad*.>d away- Wliat unnuroberod tears did she not shed 
for the bolnved merchant ? Tlio dark colour of her noble 
hair which bad the look of summor^cloud!*, iissumed a 
greyish tint without oil, 8bo never comlted it. tJn* 
cared-fOT, it grew matted Tt was the freahlieiit period 
of youth. Tel she looked like a stern ascetic, Foople 
hc^an to whisper a.' to what bed hecomr of her. She 
shut the doors of her tieil>rfhim and tying in her bed, on 
which stiiiltsl a hundred fliowere, she smilw! not, but 
spent her night in d™p mental acony. Her floral oouch 
became to her a bed of thorns. 
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She leaves the onuehes, nad spreading a |!art of her 
lies down on the hare floor. There sUo sleeps and droams 
that her young raerobwnt bos returned. Often doe.a she 
awake with a stari. 

There she approaches the lilrd of her lover and says, 
Go, dear friend, where ihe merchant has gone and 
tell him how 1 sufTcr.” She asks the Hird a hundred 
questiona, alas, all in vain 1 

Thfl attending maids whisper nraong thomselves, 

“ Aliw, her head lift* gone wrong." t U. 1-60.) 

{!S-) 

Kow listen, oh inv and Sen re, to what transpired on a 
partlculAr day. 

The young merehftnt returned from UU voyage in 
the rea. Tbei’i' lioliold the red tlag over a iimst, glittufiiig 
irilh golden ernlmMdiU'y. f‘ A great morolmut ts coming 
tljis way," pcH'ipla say riniDnffsf theni(Mj1ve!>: nitd tlie report 
comes to nil The tiank of the river receJv'eH tho dash of 
the waves, sttrnil h,v Hie stii p* nml Hie villager ahie 
on the hank to have a siglii of ihw merrlninr. 

The report f* heard hv llheluS. J^hi- llTinks within 
lierwVr* '* iTliiil should i ili> now ? !f my own nflrehant 
has tfnno lo ihis city in (tnest nf me, Imw eau 1 go to Hm 
Iwtliing’glmt ? Who wilt ju-eoiopani me ? Wlinrt* shall 
T go,—to whttl eaniitry. with my helovnd, jf he will agree 
to lake me with him ^" Sin? indulge* in all kind- 
of wild Ihmiahls, like one whnslfcup* dreams Then 
she mumes hoT thuiight and emrllMuir rinerie*, 
* Many are Ihe inereHniJts «ho omne anti so hy rlie rirer 
adjoining our eitv. Many have eomc and gerne; hut my 
Norrows hava mil enme to an end. Who knows thai thi* 
flhlp lielongs to tny Wlnvetl ? M> Impa ami m idles are 
like day^dn'ftms ? Wim will tell me that they wilt Im 
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fulStled and assure nae that it ta Af>, that Lt coming ? 
AIjim, this ship tonjr belong to some one else! " At ttiii 
thought her moon^likc face became pale. The girl 
elrts|NMt tbe bird S»ka uritli her amts stul weeping); 
BstkOd it question after question, ** Tell me, O Sulia, 
has ;our tnaatet come book in ibU ship ? " 

Alas, the Ignorant, the bird repeated what 

it bad said on the brat da; ; it garc ati account of the 
merohant^s parentage and home, — the onl; thing it bad 
been trained to sa;. 

• • • • 

Thu gruai merchant Manlk nal in hie court, stirrounded 
by hip friends and officers^ There »inr hero, ^liidan. 

appreiAuhcd him with a pre^nI of sonic precious stonvs, 
The merchant tmid ti> the youth, “ Who ina; joit be, my 
young friend, possessed of such handsotna features, 
shin log :ts the moon ir What is the nilssioti of your ^'isit 
to this city of ours ? To wtiai iliusirious family do your 
father and mother belnng ? Give me a full accuunt of 
toursel f." 

r 

3[adan. 

My father is called Mnrarl. He is a morchant. 
Our home Is at a place called the Snnkbapur on the UjAni, 
I wander alwut in foreign lands for trade, id; paionts 
havo given me the name of Madan. I am In itomu 
tmuhle and have eoniB to you for help, I have mode 
the sea my home, as most part of tny life I spend in iwb. 
The nua has nwnllowed my fourteon ships, with nil my 
tmasure. But most liitterly mourned boa been the loss 
of my bird which 1 bald dear, uvrii as ray life 

ilwlf. During the hours of night, it flew away from me 
and I have become Like one mad tc raies it. f seat 
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putiplu far and near in aeareh of the bird, end otilj the 
other dev the informer fane givua me the neirs that a 
bird, of the Snka epedea, hoe tiome over to j^our palace 
aad that vour diiiii*hter, Uheliij} htu tnhoa a rimer for it 
and kept it coneeHleif in her apartmonte." 

^tanlk, the merchant, iitimediatoiy aeot a servant to 
the inner apirtmetU>, ordering thnt if fueh a bird aottullv 
was n'itli hi4 fair duughter ahe ahonld at osev ^re U up. 
The yoiiii;£ merchnnt wa.i right glnd at (hia order. The 
oervMtit bmiight tlie bird in ii eage i liut liofore delivering 
it to \ladnn, Ibn miiiler of Ibo city naked him to give 
proof that the bird hulunged to him. Madan aaid, '* 1 
iiwtd not do thni. The bird itself will do it,’^ Tlie 
tmined bird sane ibnt one eong, which It hnd lenmt to 
Hing, nnmel)', “ There n city nnmed SaukUapur oti tliir« 
river Cjftni. Thofo lives a merchiuit, uitmed 'Murari. 
lie baa au only ^n oud he i+ called Madnu. Ht; baj» 
given me the an me Birnman *' 

^lauik, tho merchaut, W'oe astouiahvd at the aooouul 
thus given by the bird, and mode it over to joung 
Mndan with the engtt. In return for tiio pre^nta 
received, hu IwatowiK) jowcU and preoioun atones on 
Madaii as a inivvk of his favour* lie came to his ship 
with Lite bird, and after having trave|]i}d a band of the 
river, ordered the ship to be brought Imck to the station 
from w'hich it hiul aUrlvd, It was now night and he 
anchored InU ship near the Inading'ghut, ’rhon ho trained 
his Snka to reoibt Uie fc^llowiug words ■, 

“ ArLot, 0 lienutifill one, hoiv long will you steep ? It ta 
I, 3 aim, who wants to spank to you. Behold, ii thief has en¬ 
tered your garden of ilnwer-plaiila. He hna robbed it of alt 
its tmnsure. Awake, uriac, and see the nig tit baa odvanoed/' 
Alter having tmimnl the liird in thin way, he set it 
Iree at imdiiight to Ity hiwnrds UheluA's aportmenta* 
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'rhe hird ilew awav, anti r^achijnig th« [wtutiH of Blioluft, 
repeated irhat it bad learnt in the erenin^. 

The maiden reee up with a Ktart, for idie had hardly 
any sounil itleep for many montht. Shu opt^nett the door 
and came ont of her room. 

In the HkVi a nlar met her eyaa,—jlnatln;$ in the blue. 
In the mid-hrnMUMKiit ahoue ttie nioon and it was just 
paat midnight. She n whiU-, ri*4iipg her Imad on tier 
hands, and meditated as to how she ooiild ftet free from 
her environment. 

She did not mise her mnida frr»Tn sleep nor spoke to 
anyona else, but entered the flower-garden, all alone. 
She held in her hniul the femtile-liird ,iStdri and lo, in an 
instant, her mate, the llew to her side. She caught 

bold of a brnncii of a flower'tree, that vtood near by, and 
bent it low in order to pluck flowers. Xow, what isk 
that she sous at a short distance ? Kns the moon i'oine 
down from tliu sky to her flowor-uardon ? They met in 
the depth of night hiiiI they retired to a lonely place and 
sat near one another. 

" Wlience have you oomo here!' Who showed you 
the way ? Don’t you knoW| deur, liuir miscrahto I haTO 
bc«u for you? I hare hecouie m.ad. 1 h it a fair act on 
your part, a resjKfctaljle mercluinl as you are, to come to 
one's floW'cr*ganiGu without pormtHsiou and stcaJ its 
flower?” 

JTflrfaji, 

^ From the day 1 hare seen you, fair iiKiiilDn. I have 
beoome maddened by your Iwiuty, No loitger do 1 care 
for trade. My mind dreams of tha fairy I aew first near 
tho Lmdiug-ghiiL and thinks of nothing etso,” 
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Hq took out ftio dintuond-ritig, which adomed his 
finger snd put It on tha finger of the miLiden. Sho, on 
her part, took away Lho garland of l&fAlikti-fiowera from 
her neok and tauiig it on the hronat of her own 
Madan. 

He said in murmuii^, Now, my sweetheart, farewell. 
The moon to on the wane. Tjet (no depart hence and go 
home, before any one riwe up and knows of my 
advcutiire.*' 

“ But how onn 1 lire, dear, wUhoot you ? Come (o 
my apartment and there I will oorer you with toy long 
flowing treeses. I will wstider with you to lands, far and 
near Uptm my life, 1 tell you, I will leave my pareats, 
my five brothers and this palace, hi order to aocompany 
you whororer you wUl lend me to, I cannot bsar tlie 
idea of imparation from you, now having tasted this sweet 
union. I fear, ! may turn mad, if you leave me in this 
condition, 'fake me to your ship and with you I will go. 
But doiit, for the sake of my life, leare me hero to pine 
away alone ! I will suriily ch'-'w the diamonduring ' and 
die, if you desert me cruelly/' iladaii caressed her 
endi^ingty and said, " I am platintng how to marry you. 
1 must first go to my father nnd tell him everything. 
Meantime, have patience, my darting, 1 promiso. you 
will not have many days to W'ait/' 

indeed you are to leave me, kindly make mo a 
gift of your bird, Suka.’^ lie smiled and said good 
humoaredlj, “ My Mrd U wnrtb a lakh of rup(«». What 
price are you going to oiler for it, my di^r?" She said, 
''Yes, 1 shall give he price. I have a fomalo-binl of the 
speolus; It Is my Sitn. us make an exchange.'* 

“That is not miaugh," said the merchant, "whatelaa 

< Thm tt ■ infiTli^ in Utip «4smt> Llt«i itra h knt iltu 

mvfj poopln ha** **miiiutpd wtitid* try ihwwinpc^ ib^ir 
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will yog mo?” “Tbiit I Imve already givoti. That 
(oy own wll," murmnped the tifiTiiitifut ono. 

So he bide hor farewell. The night wiiA nearly over, 
TIib humming of tho bees was hfnrd in tliw garden. He 
camw biok to bw ship and etarted honiewaftl*. 11 tiftually 
take^ ono sli munibs to mnob Sankhnnagar from that 
place. But tlic yuung Ttiereliant Iiurriml on bi« 1 bt 
native sIijopbs wore mwcln'd in ono month. I'hfe ladies of 
his paJace, an swon a* the rep^vt of hi* return was 
received, come to the banka of Ihw river and after usual 
rites, earriod boinu what Ireanure he hod got by trade. 
The uaptrtin heipuil in unloading the ships* The women 
welcomed him with oriea of "Victory*’ and the father 
aakod hi;} non many qoestinns rvgardSiig his voyage 
abroad. (L). 1*^150*) 

m 

But the IhnnghL of Blielua was now npiiermoat In his 
muiii. He looked pile like mOTnluK. covered hy a 
thin Cloud* It was an allinant, which made him eick at 
heart—« disease, wtiiob no doctor liould oorrecay diag* 
nfloo. The parents did uut understand what their door 
son suffered from. His friends talked among thmnselvea 
and tried to hud out the cause of his depression in spirits. 
Imt could uol hit at the reaikon. But suoh n ihiog could 
not be long suppressed* Unahl*’ to keep his feelings 
secret, he divulged it to a comrade. A. aecund one also 
oamo to know of it, so that, after a time, many of his 
frionda knew tho whole thing, and last of all the father 
himself hoard of it one day from one of the intimate 
friends of Madan. 

As soon as Mnrari, iho mercli(iutH.priiHje, learnt of the 
desire of his son, he ordered fourteen ships to l«B prepared, 
Thoy wore hidcii with voriouv gwab, A tnateh'maker 
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was called Id. Together with the goods, the mwchiuit 
lent ft few diamondd and preoiou^ stones, to bo preaeiitfid 
to the (nerchoftt, Mftoik, of Knnehftftnftgnt, He wnl thw 
mfttch-nifther [n order to propose the rafttriu^. 

The Tnfttch'*makflr orriTcd at ICftftchonnRgftr anil dull 
eommuftlcrtied the measago to ilaniti, iho morohant- 
prince of Knnchannagnr, in the foiiooing woriU: 

" We hftve learnt that you have a daughter of sut- 
[»ssing beauty, I have come to propoae a inatob for 
her. On the hauka of the river Ujuni, ihera i» u towu, 
named Snnkltspur. Tide town helougn to tho inerohant- 
prince, Mumri, His only son b Biladnn. Tho old 
merchant ha» wilt mr here for proposing bb son's 
mftrriftga with your fair daiigbtor, Young Madan b 
hondHomc tm tbo god KHrtikeya, lib aceoniplishniHnta 
ftud b^uidaonie apposmuco iniike him truly worthy of your 
daughter's hand*/* 

for n moment Manik saT still, tnedifating within 
hlmwif, and than aildrefiSfHl Uio nialoh*uiaJtor and said 
before hb court 

** I must loll you flomething about uiy lineage. My 
great aiic^tor wua ChanJ* the merohaiit of world-wide 
reputo, whose son Likshindara was kilted by enake-hite. 
I enjoy the high eel social lionour in my commuiiity. If 
I oHor my daughter to true of inferior atatun, I shall bo 
humblul in tho eye* of niy ciimiuunity. When any 
social function takes place, the nierahnnt^ oseembled do 
me a distinct honour by offering mo food oa a golden 
pinto: a epeclnl sofli b rnsarrtHi for me theru. In point 
nf honnur, «HJial status aud wealth, my family oociiptes 
the hivrhost position ami my communily ndmlts it in 
i-vcry loicial fiinctiou. Utiw cau I lovrer myself hy 
offering the hauib nf iny daughter to one, who has not 
actiuirod tiu* sialua of a KuUn, If (t wer« my sun, the 
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uould have been difff^rsnt. A dnugbtor, yon bnqvr 
welb citnttal bo "i ven nway tq a fiLitiily, less respm^bible 
than mine. Mr famitj Abioea bright Hkc the moon. It 
wilJ be npottcd with dUbanour, shnilld 1 accede to your 
proposal. Kfany are tho pTOpoaala that 1 hATO bithotto 
rt'Ceirod. But 1 cannot entertain them for this rcaaon." 

The Ohatak look hU leave, ami returning to Shnnkha- 
piir, related the whole story to Murari in private. Ho 
becamo storry, when he tieard it and loU greallj bumi' 
tinted by the nrtogiince of llanik, tho mcrobant. 

Hut when young Madan heard of it, it seemed hit heart 
was pterned by a spear or oa EE a thunderbolt fell on his 
bead. Jlome hename like a hell to him and he took JeSTe 
of his pareuts, saying that be woutd do alu-ond for trade. 
The astrologer tlxed an .auapicioiis date and with fouitneu 
ships, he stiirled on sea*voyage wit h varioas commodiKes. 

Hi! took iho bird Sat'i, the present of hk Ijeloved in hia 
hand; and bide adieu to hLs parents reijuosting them to 
nllow the maid S;iliika to necampauy him. On the day 
fixed, be started for dktant countries wUb Saluka, tbe 
maid, an bis companion and conhdante. The ships went 
through the high seas and at lant Knndianungar wna in 
flight. When thero were yet a few bends to cross, tho ship 
marching by the flow-tide, tho ymmg mim told the maid 
SaUlkn nil about the |nuii of Ids heart. Elo concluded by 
anying, " Jewels and preoiom* elonea 1 will prciicni to you 
to your Uwirt^s tjontout. Now you must sjkvu my life at 
this crlsii. liike this Sari with yuu und go almut the 
ti5wti on the prvluxt of selling it there. She who will set 
no price to it but iletnniid it a> n matter of right, to bo 
■uco, llmt ono you must know to he Bholuii, the beautiful 
one, TTave n private coiiv-emiitioii with bnr and give iier 
tbs 5(fet, which, in reality, bolnngs to hor nnd which she 
loves dearly. Toll hor, if there lie really no cbaucc of my 
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being unitod with her, I swear hy thk ebb-tide. I will 
fling myaelf Into the riTer ntid drown mysetl. Tetl her 
privately that tf ahe has any love lor me, let her meet me 
in the flower-garden/^ 

She toolt the cage in hand, contatning the bird and 
paid A visit to the town. She went to the palace of the 
raoTChant-priuce and eoiight ^ purchaaoi for the bird. 
But none eame forward to buy it. She then entwed the 
apartments of Bheliifi. She was lying on a rich eoneh, 
her profuse hair lay dishevelled on all sides. Solul^ 
stopped there and laid down the cage. Blifllail instantly 
rocogniseil her own bird and asked in a tone of entreaty, 
»* Tell me, maitlen. where you got this bird/' 

My profc*@ion,^’ said Soiuka, ** is to sell birds. I 
wander, in quest of purcliaBers, from town to town. Now 
I will tell yoa the story of this Sari. This Silri and her 
mate lived in a great foroat, w'here there wore big fig 
trees. These were blown down by a storm all on a 
sudden and the bird Suka flow away to a distant cotmtiy, 
leaving his consort forlorn and in great diatreaa. 
This little thing flew on and on and at last, all tired, 
allowed herself tO lie caught by me and 1 have ainoq put 
U in this cage and have iteon trying to got a purcboBor,” 
«I will reward yoiii” said Bhelun, “ with precious 
Stones and jewels, if you oan give tidings about him. 
For I wn sure, you know nil ibo tacts. Tell me, without 
reserve, if you have pity for my life." Saying so, she 
took the golden necklooe from har breast and presented 
H to Saluka, 

•’ What Is the price you w'ant for the she said 

again. ** Tell me the truth and do not deceive me/’ 

Saluka said, ** t-wlen to m«, O hwatiful one, one who 
will sot no price to it but demand it ns a matter of right, 
to her may I give it,—to none also," 
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&Le gontl^ drew Bhelaft with her mft lienda to the 
shade of a tree. It via a lonelj pbce and there did she 
sweetly murmur to her ears, " At n distanoa of fourteoL 
hetid.^ fnim thU city^ where the ebb-tide flows, your lorer 
waits with fciurteen ships. Bear what tiding he has 
sent fur you. If you hare any lore for him, meet him 
in the ftower^gardon. Adjoining jonr compartment.” 

With these w'ords, Baiuka took leATe of her and 
went to A'here ttie mercbaitt was wniting^ when there 
WAS AQ ehb-tide in the riTor ai the distauoe of fourteen 
bends from the ofty. 

* « 1 « * 

Hur day does not come to an end, so cruetly tedious 
iieems the march of lime; nor does the night come, 
Tliere was no plcAsnre in taking the meals, nor dow she 
oomh her hair. 

The erctiing at iaftt came to an end and the night 
jiresented itself to the palace of the old merchant. She 
lay i>& n couch in lier room and thought random thonghts, 
nil alone. 

Then ns the night advanced, she began to comb her 
hair anil hjnrl it into a chignon. She wove a garland of 
Mnlati'flowers and hung it on her neck. Sho took a 
betel, the purple hue of which adorned her sweet iipe. It 
seemed ah if the eblntidc had passed, giving place to flow- 
tide ; she seemed to revive with the fullness of youth, 
her handsome face heenme douhty so. When it watt 
about 10 o’clock, her toilet and dressing were flutshcd. 
The next three hours she spent, sometimes awake, 
soRietimfl.s sleeping, ti]\ it was the tost part of the night, 
when she left her bod and came to the flower-garden. 
There In the gardon, touched by the gentle air of the 
latter part of the night, Mallikil, Urfilftti, Qantihitrfj, 
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Tftgar, atid Jesaamtc^ blootnsd in splendid nrroj, mukiDg 
the spot ono of the toreUeat In the palooe. Sht! plucked 
tbi» lloweh^, tmd seated in & ioTet^ places wore a 
beautiful garland with tbetu. 

There the riiatling of leaves was beard. She spread 
her .Sari and alept. But aiiddeniy opening her eje*. she 
Raw sotne onOt eleeping in the shade of a tfoa. She 
slowly approached and at one*? recognised him. She 
colled him ulond, " How long will jm sleep, niy l»elnvedl 
awnke and tee, berore you, your own wretoUed Bbeliil. 
Just took towards ibe East, Does not the sky there show 
Ibo glanioor of the rising sun P U uigbi comes to an 
end, danger may befall us.” 

He heard iter voice as if in a dream and then opened 
hhi eyes. fTom which the ittusiou of a dream had not yet 
poased away, lie embraced her and said sweetly. *' What 
is it fair miiidun, that you faavo rt^tdved to do? Pur me, 
1 iittttru yon, 1 have given tip all liopes. If I onnnot 
get you, 1 will throw mj wlf into the river and die. My 
fourteen sfaip^ wilt 1 sink thither, so that there may he 
no trace left of me. Now he 4 uiok, we have no time to 
lose. If you will make up your mind to leave your 
parents nnd gc» with mo, there is not a single moment to 
ii)so. The night is nearly over, no time for vain talk. If 
Tiiu agree, come with me, and I wtU inmiediately stnrt 
with you, with my fourteen ships, for my nativo land." 

Jihi’luS, 

«0 Son. that is rising and 0 ifoon, that ia aettiug, Iw 
niy witnow. O cr«ept<fs and trees of the forest, 1 m my 
wilnesa. i leave my father and mother and live brothers 
to-day. I leave my dear native city of Khnohaiinaga?, 
I leave tny companlouft, my dear roaidene all. I lun 
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de9p6rat«1y in love. For !m sake 1 go to a distant 
country. Now adieu to you, 0 ye birds, that wander in the 
skj, and the phints and tree* that abound in this city. 
Hide from my mother the taio of roy tjcanda]. If *be asks 
you aQ as to where I have gone, tell her, Your Bhelufi, 
dear as your life, has been drowned in yonder river,'* I 
bare not sought porraissfoti from my father or brothers, 
I fan^e put the shame of scandal on their brows for ever. 
For the sake of my love, I Imve hecoma like one, that 
hail gone mad. O my friends of Kfluohannagar, I bid 
you farewell in this aolllnde, in this depth of the nigbt. 
I leave you all, all who were dear to me up to now, for 
the sake of one, who is now the dean^t." 

With fourteen ships and with BheluA as the riohast 
treasure of them, did the young merchant retrirn to 
SanJdiapur. 'I he voice of welcome was heard in lha town. 
First of all camo the mothar, and then (he aunts of 
Madan. hi give him reception with their hlossinp* of 
2)/tt\n and Diirbii (rice and grass). Now, all on a sudden, 
a rumour sprwd iu the country that tbu young merchant 
had brought in hU ship a wonderfully lieautiful woman. 
“He must have stolen her," wbisV^red the citizen^ 
from scmc unknown place. Her hair in its curly and 

wavy dance almost touches her feet. There U no maiden 

os beautiful aa this gir! in emr city,“ When the re¬ 
port readied the old merchant Murart, he called Madan 
to his prwencse and asked him whftt truth was there in 
tho public rumour, “ 'V\ bat tuu been your prodt by the 
last voyage and where did you get the boatiltful girl ? '* 
Madan hid nothing from his father liut maile a clean 

breast of tho whole affair and related the sloty of his 
love in full. 

Murari was wroth. He knit his brows and said in 
a harsh tone. '< Gel out of my cUy I had sent a 
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inat«h-maker vritfa llie proposal, but be returned insultod. 
And you have, liko a tliief, stolen that maiden and brought 
her to my house. This will blacken the fair name of my 
family in. the eyes of people for ever. Bettor I had 
BO son than a son like you. You hare destroyed 
the honour of an honoured house. I am resolved 
that I ahull have nothing to do with you in future. 1 
would bare called an executioner iind had your head 
cut olT, hut that would lie going too far. Go, and rotum 
the maiden to her parents and never venture to come 
back to Sankhiipur,’' 

The molhuT cried and the sisters cried, There was a 
shadow of great grief all over the city. Madnn came to a 
ship with Blii'Iu/l ami went by the fur same days till 
lie reached Banchnpur, the city of Kaja Ahu. 

Haja \bu was a ptmto,'—a disgrace and shame 
to Ilia noble famity. WiUi what wealth and goods 
ho had, Madan approached the Tluja, seeking shelter, 
Ahu was pletiaed with the precious stoniHi that the yumtg 
merchant presonted him and gave him a good house to 
live in. 

Here lived .\fmlan witlt BhelnA for some time. 1 am 
now going to relate to you whnt fFiUowed, 

Oh my audience, I have now Itnished two parts of the 
poum, 1 shall relate to you the incidents of the tliirrl 
part. (LI. 1*202.} 
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1 trill ooti- apeak, in deUil^ about Eaja Abu of 
AanGhjipur. Hin wealth and power wore uolunUed. 
He was n demon inoarnate and evetj one held Lim in 
awe. The tiger and bulTalo drank from the sAme foualaia 
without qunretlinp; with eaoli ottier,--suoU was the dread 
in wbirh lut ttoa hr Id in hb dumiiiiim. He had as many 
as llro iiundreii bejiutiful wives iu htii harem, Eul 
uueaLblit'd ilill, he was alwap on tlm lookout for lEair 
danifit-ls of rcepeot&hlo hoiues. 'fhe apitsa were ever ready, 
giving him iaformation about handfloine women, nud as 
soon as ho got the report, he carried them by fqrae te hb 
palact*. He waa an euetny to the people and cared not 
at all for the gods. Women and wealth he ptiindored 
from evory where. It was at the city of such a fiolous 
chief that .Madau built a house and lived for some time. 
Now hear what followed next. 

There was a barber-woman named Kausaly4, who 
went to the bouse of our young merchant oae day 
to help Ithtilufi in her toilet. She was Btruck with 
the splendid-looking taouae with its riob furniture and 
deoorationa. which bora ample signs of wealth in 
every room. But the most valuable of all the wealth 
of the Iwuse wm the fair-looking Bhelua herself. The 
barber- wo man admired her beauty and thought tliat 
she had never before seen a woman, handsome as that 
one. She looked glorious in her youth like the moon 
with a bnlo round her. The barber-woman came homo 
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(U)d told her huetbuod that tfa« yauni; mordbant 
a diatnniid which wnn worth aLI the richee of ktn^. 

'* Her beauty is wonderful/' ahe aajd, " her face is like 
the moon. I eaw her lying ou her couch with hair diahC' 
Telled. Youth hoe ju^t dawned on her and the profuse 
curly hair, I saw, louubcd her feet pluyfullj. 1 never 
saw ony woman, whose hair i« so wonderfully long, The 
hue ol gold cmanatwi from her body and her oyes are 
soft and sparkling ns stars. If you hapiten to go to the 
palace of Raja Abu, giro him this piece of iDfortnation. 
1 am flure, as somi as he will get this report, gladly wtU 
he reward you with gold, in profusion.*' 

The Aor'^ry.—‘* It b a clever Imti that ycu hare laid 
before me. my i;ood wife. There is a little dangort 
however, in tho matter. It our story proves untrue, ho 
will have me bdieailed forthwith. You say that her Imiria 
very tong and ihat you never saw any hair of the human 
heiul with such a curling grace. Xow 1 wilt give the 
information to the Raja, if you will seotire for me a hair 
from her hi^d, so that 1 may show it to His Majesty,” 
Now, on some pretext or other, the lnrber>woman 
again paid a visit to the house of our young merotinni. 
She saw Bheluft, lying on her couch and looking hm)d> 
some as Rati, wife of the god of Love. She openly 
praised her beituty, which surpassed that of all other 
women. Sbo gcnily touched her body and pressed her 
beautiful fi ct wllh her hands mid said, ” Even the nafb 
uf your toee have the lURire of the muon. Itorely Quo 
must have lieeti the stuff wfih which the Creator made 
(his augrlic form of yours. I never eaw' the hair of 
humnn hwul so luxuriantly long and curling. The moon 
seems to be stricken by shame at the sight of your lieauty. 
Tlie hue of gold is won iu yuur body and your eye* arc 
Roll and sparkling like stars. Really, I nevpr saw a woman. 
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Kn beauiliful. TberB iuib flra htindnut fair nromen in tLo 
hiinMn of Raja Abu and tiann uf thtim is wartbf even of 
boing your maid-aerviuiL Your bus band, fair bidy, la 
one of tbe moat handaomo you^ men that 1 bave ever 
seen, and you are fully worthy of hina/' 

She guolly touched the fair tnaideti, pressing her bandit 
and foci softly and fanned her at times with a fan, 
dccoraU'd with mica, while she went on saying " Hi>d you 
been the consort of an Emperor, he would have adorned 
your body with dtamondii; he would hive Iweo your l ery 
slave, carrying out your tenet wUhes with tho obedience 
of a menial/' She coiitiaued hnbUUtig in this way and 
Bhelun, under the cooling infittence of the fan, olosed her 
eytiii in sleep. And now the barber*woman watched her 
for a moment, and with the help of a grain of rioe, gently 
plucked one of the hairs from Imr head, and thus gaming 
her object, tied (he hair in the edge of her S3ri niid went 
straightway to her homo, She presented the hair to her 
hushed. The beauty and lengtJi of that single hair 
hllod the mind of the barber with astuiushmeitt and ho 
excJaimtMl, ** In my early days, 1 liuord a fairy tale. Tin; 
dream of my childhood is fulfllU'd to*day. Whence has 
the young merchant ohtaiued this (airy ?'■ 

The harbor w‘orit to the palace, M usual, and with a 
raimr in hand, was about to ply hw task, lint the king 
said, " I cannot ^parc time lo-dny for shaving. You have 
OoniB without UOf LCC,^ 

The hturit^r .— Heally it b not for shaving that 1 nin 
horo to'day- f have dreamt a dremii, which I would like 
to communionto to Your Mnjoiily.’' 

“ What is it?'* asked Iho ttnjiL 

Thi bariter. — " It in a private matter* Not hetc." 

Tliny Wfsnt to a privnto chauilier, whore the 
barber spoke to him oil about the beauty of the 
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meTcbaat’* wife arid iliea he lianded over the long 
hair. 

The Rajn felt a thrill in his heart, a» he touehod the 
soft thing of wotjdroiw length aud then diaciissed with 
the barher jia to how ha could secure Blieluft. Ha sent 
for Mudnn, and whan tho latter appeared in his presenee. 
he said, " You mb aWft». mjr yo'tng friend, that 1 hnve 
five hundred queens in my harem. But woe to me. not 
one of them is fit to ho the chief (iuoen 1 I want a lady 
whose colour will lie like that of a golden beetle. Go 
fortJi in search of suoU a Irtdy. A friend of mine, a 
merchant living in n dUunt country, has given me 
information about ^uoh a lady and has sent me n hair 
from her heaii. 11 1 * here. Take it with you and find 
the girl out, You must repwl to me of any girl whose 
hair is as gloa-i? niid long as this one. Be satisfied that 
the lady has the cidour of a true gold beetle and hair of 
the length of this ono (he hnad* over the hair to the 
inorchanl). If ym nan get for me such a lady. I wUl 
make her my cbial Quean, If, through youi kind help, 

I can have such a ooe for my baroin, [ will reward you 
witli a pninthil house, which will glitter with its gold- 
diHsorations and you will, besides, bavs the gift of twenty 
pnrah* of rent-frae bind from me, I will also find an 
eiceodingly beautiful girl and get her married to 
you.” 

Sad at bnart, with the hair in hi* band, did the young 
merchant return boniu that day. (Id. 1 -XlU.J 

i 

'* 0 BheluR, dear ** hfe, bear the sad talc. A ihuiider- 
bolt will shortly fall on my head. We wore anjoying the 
flow-tide of fortune all this lime, but the ebb-tide has m 


21 


tfid EASTERN RENOAL BALLADS 

Id from to-day. Our fourtean Boble \t 1U sink down 
in rha to-day, Thu fall mono will be covtwed with 
oloiidii and tiro wiinjr«Ak out in [big bniiao of ptoaHuro, 
thiii wo liiivo built liiTB. TTp eaiHif lioHilng like star? In 
the stream €»f diatra^e and hoped to find rofui^a in Ihia 
land of a demon, iivra Wb aro destined to meet a migar- 
able end. rrtxtt my own dear illative land, 1 have Ijoen 
banished for your sake. But I bore this Imjitabnionl with 
a ^tadnome heart gince yon are by far more valiutble to 
me than Auvihing else. Your bnrtuty is flow a source of 
eternal trouble to you And your youth )« your enemy 
to-dity. Now, my sweotbeart, cui off your lung flowing 
hair and Iwemear your goldi'u coluur with soot. The 
wicked king bae ordered that t shrill gti to dwutnt lands, 
leaving you here." 

When she henrd this, Bheliijt foU as if a thunderbolt 
had fallen on her head i the huir oF her body stood at 
their ends in fright. 

They both set their wits togotbor, planning means of 
escitpe, The merchant said, “In (.'ourae of ihia day, 1 
shall have to start from here. This is the order on me. 
It is for eoctiring you, dear Bhehifl, that the king sends me 
to distant landii. So if I uke you with me, there will be 
no esoapi;. A fa male spy has given him information about 
your beauty and he sends me awiiy to make his way clear. 
Now listen to tny plan. Near the Jaintin hilla, there 
Uvee a merchant, npimed Himn, a particular friend of 
mine. There you will have to gti from here. I Ioato a 
boat in the river made of light “ i?*dja yiacna" wood ^ 
the oais thereof are made by the famous artisans of 
Matdab, This boat will be your only hope in this 
dangerous night. 1 will take the bird 8uka, leaving the 
feniale Siri with you. If, by the grace of Mother Durga, 
you may flee from this land with the help of this boat, 
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then go stmJghtway to JortMtrnr, whore nijr friend lives, 
aod wnit thero for me. If yon cannot tiSVeot yotir eotape, 

I need not romind you of the dlanmnd-rtng on your finger, 
thu refuse of all oliaste women in their (listre?*,. If the 
Kitimtion be a ile*.|ierete one elit‘w Jt ami <Ue. For myself, 
if such a thing linjJiioTjs, I wilt drown myself in the W*e 
with my ffnirtwii shi|i!» and will uuver show my face to 
nny mortal.'* 

Early in the mom tag the mei'ulianl started with 
fourteen ships. 

Abu Hajn'e generals ami soldiers now pro«e*?ded to the 
merohAnt’s house nnd sniiround*'d it like ftnLs, The Raja 
entered the inner apartments and there saw Bbelnfi, 
whose bejinty at onee charmed him. With the fiowing 
tresses, long and glossy, with the eoloiiv thnl shone liright 
as that of I he golden her lie, she stood fn front of him, like 
the moondoscenderl oji the imrth. The iictja sild, "Come 
to my Tnliwe, dear lady, I will ho a slave io your wishee. 
1 hnvo live hundred i^ueons in my hiiremj they will all 
be your rtlavos." Jihulua said, “ I pray for justice, O 
mighty monunih. I have a compluiiit to lodge before 
Ywur Majesty. Mwian, the young merchont, played 
wickedly with met canietl me away ^rom ray faiher’a 
palace, while I was sleep tog, all alone, in my garden* 
house. My sleep was to mo the source of the grvai 
d mger that followetl. Tlo carriod me into the ship and 
came up here to escape the wraith of my par^mt* and five 
broibers. I hare been out off from my kith and kin 
and am leading this deplttrahle life, Ko more shall f see 
my porents, nor my five brfitliers. Ko mow shall I have 
the privilege of talking gaily with iho wives uf tnj 
brothers. People are spreading all sorts of scandals, and 
1 ara weary of life. I shall chuw my diamond-ring and 
die of the poison," As she said so, the was about to not 
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Up tfl her thrsittfi vhon lbs inturiren^d and SAtd, 

“ VTlmt are you doing, fair giri ? Do not rwhly chew 
the diamond-ring. I will mnko yon a gift of landed 
eKUIeti, yielding seTeti lakha » year, and I «hall, as I have 
imid, a slave to your wishes. Xenr the temple of 
Kali, in my palace, I have made a new altar; tlmre shall 
1 saoriflce Mad&ti as soon as he coines buck, Come to my 
palace; them the couches nnd sofas have been eoltly 
epread for you. 1 will make yon liappy by all meaus. 
You will be the owtiur of immense wealth, of hoarda of 
jeweb and diamonds, and to cniwii your liapjjiness, I will 
make you n»y chlaf Qtanm,’* 

JiheiuQ. 

** I hftvo my parents and brothers at my home. How 
ea» I marry wiLliout their conaotit f My father lives at 
Kanchannagar, and iie ia known aa Mniiik, tlio merchant. 
There send information at onoe. My parents and brothers 
will all come up here, and in the pmseitcs of Ihem all, 
the marriage will take place, Wail these few days and 
do not pay a visit to noy chatnl>ors. Stay at your palace 
these few days. If, however, yon do not agree to my 
wbhw, I will end my life by chewing this diamotul-*^-;,. 

The Ifeja was right glml and stiut a messenger to 
Kanohnnnagar. In the meantime. Blicluii began to 
discuss with Saiuka as to bow she could proceed to the 
city of Jaiteswar, Just as a wild bird, put in a cage, 
cuts with its beak the wooden rods, and trie* to 
Iwoak the chain of its feel fay constant biting, it was even 
eo with DheluJl who constantly triad to efl«ct her escape 
from the city of Abu RajB, Three days paiised and on 
ttiu fourth, Bhiilua came to the river-ghat on the pretext 
of flouting lights in the wafer,^a rife which Hindu 
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women perform in jinniD special montbs of tbo jenr. 
Bbc took with Uor the maiil Sulukn anil nho her ihjar 
bird and went into the boat of moa pftrott. They 
both plied tho oar«, mode b; Maldah carpenteiw. The 
night was dark and the wares rooreil ttienneingly, and 
over them Qoaiod the arnall Imt of vjdti pav<in. The 
wind was trembling and the Mill was backed li; strong 
wind, and the Ijoat crimed rirers with the apeud of a 
shooting star. Even witlioiit knowing the way, they 
plied the oars in nuknpwn regionji<, and the boot reached 
the share in half n dar, which, in UHtul twurae, would 
take three days to reacb. The city of Enngchapur, ihp 
abode of Bnja Aba, lay at a great distance amt the bout 
of man ptttan approached the city of Jayiuita. 

(LI l-IOO,) 

(♦■) 

Ttlien they reachiaJ the city of Jalnta, Blielud, with 
her maid Saluka, went to the jMilace of the nierebant 
Itimn. She introduced herself as tbe wife of his friend 
Mudan* But Diran, na soon as lie saw BbeluA, beosttie 
enamoured of her. Stiange that the flower itarif pnme 
flying to the hea, so unexpected it was, TVlmt it the 
hedge, raised around the field to protect its corrij ilealf 
took to eating up its protag^, the corn ? Tl W'as a cafe 
like that,—all Ibis t»ing the rwiuH of eril Heatiny. 

*' How unfortunate am 1/‘ cried BheluA **1iVhenever 
I catch a hranoh for abelter, it breaks at my touch. 
Alas, my beauty has lie come mj enemy and my youth the 
cause of my ruin.'^ 

A few days passed. The girl mmained at daiteawar 
without finding any muana of escape . 

Meantime the merchant Hir&n diecuesed with bis 
people as to how he could win the handa of Bhclufi and 
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mnny h«r Inmostf. At lAst lie confided the secret of hie 
lieirt fn hU old tAther, The old man thought ovar the 
quesfion for n mnmetit^ hut at last lieiiif: Bunyed by an 
undue ufTeotian for hL* eon, Tioldeil >tnd ^vu hie cotiscnt 
to Oiran'e mamA^e irith hii> friend'e 

T1il< whido thing woe ec ^crclly arranged that BhcluA 
could Imve no inkling af it at the outset. 

Noit XXinui hod a sister iminad Mennko. Youth had 
j«*t dawned on lieri she wfw a jmragon of beauty. She 
WHS in fact considered to lie the most valuable IreoHure of 
that famil?. The nl»rfi of heaven looked pale lief ore her 
bright eyes, when she gazed upwards, and the mnrm woe 
etriuketi with ehame at the luHtre af her face. She bod 
juat completed her sixteentb year and stepped into the 
sevontoenth. 

Some years ago. ^^ladan iind paid :i visit to his friitiid 
Iliran'js hmioe and tUeru tliey botli saw one another, 
^klenakil fell in love ivfth him and bes;au lo brood over 
her foHlings In aoliiude, ^Luliin and a be met privately 
and Ihitli xeumed to exclnmga words of love.* Thuie was 
a wliisper in the city ahont tlie niarrlage of the pair. 

fan rime, Biieluft carau tJiere and the matter grew com* 
plii?Ated. Thtt proposal of .Menakft’a ninrringe viith 
Mad m oould not Iw jwriouHJy eutertnirii<ii, aa the time 
was declared to Ire inauspicious {> 3 ’ astrologers. 

p’rom the llr^t d»j' of her arrival at tho city of 
J.'iitffswar, IthehtA and MiuihIcA lieeamu fust friends. 
iloTiaka now learnt everything and felt Hint she would 
anrcly met-t Mjwbin snnn. Tho snake bad toft the jewel 
of its 1 ie.id tlieru, and it was sure to eome in soireh uf iLs 
treasure. IhilU Confided to one Anoiber their love for 
Madsn and felt a ruMiif b)' unluailint; tbuir sorrows tu one 
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another * They both Iwcamu one soul, one mind. At 
dinner^ in the uleeping bed and everywhere they kept 
inseparable corapaiiy. They Imthed from the aaiBe 
Ittudiug-ghat of the river; they slept together on the same 
hud. Tfipy ale from the same plate. In faot ‘uecame 
os one 1 )ody and soul. 

The day of marriage (of Iliran with Blmluil) ap- 
proaohedf and drums ware beaten in the oity. The flute- 
players of Jaita merrily played on their pipes. 

Menakll one day prirately said to Bheloft, *‘Hy 
wicked lirother, □ sLster, ia anatnotired of your beauty 
ajtd will ninrry you. My father, who, owing to his dotage 
and foolisli iiUBClioti for my brother^ hua lost hia seoae, 
has given hi* consent to sitoh an unholy thing." 

BheluA felt atupefiod hy the dire tiewe end could not 
epeak for Munctime. She then lamented her fate in this 
nnyt" l came to a friend's hoose in great distress, just 
as a traveller cornea to the shade of a Ireo tor protection 
from the eun. Ahul the powerfnl sun sends its burning 
rays throiigb the leaves aud allows him no relief. I 
prepared a bed for taking rest and laid myself thereon, 
Alas, the house caught fire and burnt iV owing to my 
evil luck.”* 

’* Do not lament, sister, call my brother to your presenoe 
and ask him to grant you three mouths' time before con- 

Dting to this marrlege. If your husband still lives, he 
will not go to Rangohapur hut come to our oily. If 
within those three months he does pot turn up, both of 
us will drown oumlvwi iu a iwnd. 

* Af BUA cSl^ te«% mi^ liHua ODi wjf* Id ihtm dAjai, %^*tw no 

pri^n t»fk 111* in«t« ItfhUr fcwl m* 

* C/. m llftftr ct^"— OhMdltka 
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nbfiliiA took the advice and sou{;ht an intervifw vrftb 
rriran. She said to EIi^an, ** I’ou (Vaiit to niarrjr mej 
that k all riglit. But you munt give idh thieu tnonllis' 
time for decirling my course. My biisbandfaus gone out 
for triidu. t do not know if im k ittlll alive or not, Mnrry 
me after three month;. You must wait till tliia time 
und ahmild not procccil fnrthfir in your attempt to win 
nil*. If you do not aigreo to my m<|uest, I will chew the 
diamond'ring and put an end to my life,** 

Hiran very privately dtBcussed the matter with his 
people and made up liii mind to follow this project, namely, 
that he would aturt from home on the pr^tfrxt ol tmde 
and Bnd out hi* [{unndam friend Madan, now an enemy. 
If he can mnel him on the way, he will nasasainate him, 
lie matured this plan, and Iwfore setting out, saw Bhelufi 
and said, “ It is for your sake, dear girl, that I am gmng 
to distant tands, in iiuest of my dear friend, yuur husband. 
If 1 can find him out, rest assured ttiiit I will bring him 
up here with me. I start after two days lienee ; I have 
come to take leave of you, '* 

Honey was in liu mouth but puhou In Ids heart, wheii 
he told this to JHheluA and Ijude her farowelj, 

Menaka overhonril nil that passed Iwtweau Hiran and 
h» friends. She divulged the secret intentions of her 
brothor to Eheltm. BJielua Iteoame mad with grief ac 
the report, but controlling hcrsolf as Heat as sho could, 
tAught her pAiTCiC, the bar little tale of woe. IlrieSy 
(the reoilad to the affri the story ea to bow she came from 
Abu Baja'a city to Jaiteswar, bow Itiran consulted hie 
frientU and developed the pjAn of luurdenng him, and 
the sorrows she bad I»en suffering so long. You are 
to shun the com[>any of your friimd and fly away from him 
with the utmoet apred. He goea to kill yon, f am like 
a bird, put into the cage in thii city. Do not think of 
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your UBfortuimto Bhelui any mora, I will throw mysolf 
into fire and die, or cut my titroot with a knife, f F you 
still lire, nerer come to Ihb city of Jaiteawar. If you do, 
death will 1m sure. jUa»! my beauty W become my 
bane and my youUi the Cftuio of my ruin/’ 

When the tSri was trained, BheluB sent for Qimn 
and inHiftted, in tender words, on Mh taking the hird with 
him. She raid, Go to dutant londa with this J3r* of 
mine. Take care that you do not lose this bird. WhataTer 
country you may happen to riifit, you should bring 
from it some new thing, some ourtosity, after my choice, 
as a present (or me. This sAn knows well the things I 
like and it will let you know by signs what X would prUc. 
You are to purcha.se Ihose tbingi and bring theru for me 
in your ship/' 

Bight giiui was Hiran at this raquent from the fair 
one and considered himself as a crowned king, being 
favoured with this command from the lady. 

He took tho bird with him and sot out for disinut 
lands. 

Following tlie ebb'tido, he proceeded, and after seren 
days met Madan. De had laid anchor lo bis ship and 
was Imthing in the river, where Hiran mat him with the 
bird if) his hand. They ombraceil itnoh other, hating 
met after such a long tim«. All the time Hiran was 
Ijcnt upon devising some place to kilt his friend. At this 
stage, the bird rart Wiu Mon by ^tadan, who at once 
recognised it. He naturally took a groat interest iu thu 
pet hird of his wife and enquired of his friend aa to where 
ho could have got it. Ho caught it ntid kept It nvor him 
with his friend's permission. 

At the still hour of eight ^ladao brought the bird 
near him and said, You must have been sent hero by 
Bheiuo. Please reuito to me the words that ahe might 
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baTe taught jou Jii the time ef parting/' Then did the 
hird deli Ter its tnessage in the folio wing way, without 
undetstaDiling it; ‘'She e^ped from the city of Abu 
Raja hy the help of the boat of man peimit and oame 
to the palace of Hiran, the raerohaot. This young man 
got enamoured of her. lie haa planned to kill you/' 
"Fly, my lord, fly in ail haate to yonr own country, Do 
not tarry a moment to brood over toy fate. Like a wild 
bird, put in the cage, I am bore In this city. Do not 
think of your unforttmate BheluA any more. I will throw 
myaelf into die and die or out my throat with a knile. 
If you are alive, my frisnd, do not come to this city of 
Joiteawar. Here death will be auro. Alas, tny heauty 
has become roy bane and my youth the oauiie of my ruin/' 
Big drops fell from Madan*a eyes, aa he thought over 
the oonditioo of Itw botoviH] wife, Two-tbirda of the 
night paasod and only one-third remained. Hiran, the 
merchant, was enjoying deep sleep in his ship. He would 
put poison in a betel and with that kill hfadan the 
next day. This he Itad planned. Hadan, who had not 
slept at all, rose from his bed at the dead of night. He 
cut the chain of his ship, which was moored there, and 
set sail to it Taking advantage of the obh-tido and the 
favourable wioda, the ship marched on, and in four days, 
the city of Jaiteswar came into sigbi. In usual course, 
El would take a month to reach the pLice. He laid anchor 
la the ship at a bend of the river ard in the dim gnfaft of 
a hawker came to the oily with the bird In his hand. He 
cried out for a purchaser of the bird, aod tiaveUlng 
through the paths of Lhe city, errired at tho bouse of 
Hiran Sad&gar. The report reached the inner apartments 
of his house and BhetiiA at once reccgntsed the bird. She 
offered a price in the shape of her duger>riiig to the seUor 
and purchased her own san, 
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*' Oh my tsri, O my pet binf, as toy Jife, tell tne 
now whoro my lin^tiand You must have travelled 
ugoaddeaL Tell me eotr what eonntries you saw. Have 
you met my dear hushtnd and has he taught you any 
messiige f(ir mu ? ” 

Tlie had tearht a aong> which it began to sing. 

“ Tas, yea, dear tadv. I hare seen your dear Husband, 
lit' W'aiidurs about in tbe "uirc of a hawker in quest of 
you. He has bcoome ntari for you. He spsuds his days 
u'iiltout meala und nights without sleep. At the lumd of 
the river, witere flows tbo ebb-tide, he is waiting for you 
with his ship, Jljtitage anyhow* to escape from this palace 
amt meet him (here.'* 

Hheluft now took jeuve of Menuka with teftrs Ja her 
eyes. They Imth wept at the hour of parting. In the 
dead hour of night, sho left Htrin's house with the bird 
trdri in her hand. She roached the bend nf the Tiver, 
wliore the ship of the merchant lay anchored. ?fob{Kly 
knew of her flight except Menakji hi (hal large city. 

The merchant cut the ropes and eei sdl to the iibip, 
wlkicli swiftly ran through the waters in the obT>*t[de, 
After a short journey, the flow-tide set in and the ship 
wont agjunst the current, aided by the wind Madim felt 
tks if bo had obUiitied the moon in but hands. He embraced 
his oonsort, und both wore blinded by tears oF joy, so 
that they could net sen one another for some time. They 
Imd met at Inst, bu t were afraid lest thay should Rgaiu 
Ije separated by cruel destiny. The day passed und the 
night came. The night also paased and anothot day 
dawned. They saw, in their front, a aiioal, known ns 
K^ichar buL Who Is it whom they see coming in that 
diivction ? h’rom what country does he come, raiding a 
(lag over his ship if At th^ sight of this, Msdau hsaamc 
palu with Fear, Thcr« the merchant kfjLaik, the father of 


172 


EASTEltN UKNQAL HALLADS 


BhcluA, is coming with her Qvo brotliors. Mndau taeog^ 
nised the ship and. ttirnijig to the contiarj eoarse, urent 
in the ilireutioTi of the current. But after g^oing some 
distaijee, he saw Another flag, in front of him, And again 
became pale with fear. It waa the flag of Abti Eaja'sihip. 
He again turned to the contrary dtreotion and took 
another coniBe. With the speed of a shooting star did 
bis ship steer on, hat there tras jet Another ship, which 
nearlj overtook him. It wm the ship of Dhananjaja, the 
merchant, who was advancing with bis fourteen ships, 
with a large numlier of men and amongst the crew wa 4 
there the beautiful Menaki. Three bends of the river 
Madau crossed but in front be onuld recognise from the 
flag that the young merchant Hi ran was approaching 
towards him. It was on the vast watorj espanse of 
Choupmtifa, the confluence of four rivers, where Hadan 
felt his ponltian a criticai one, surrounded as he was bj 
enemies on all sides. There was no escape this time. 
Providence was against him. 

Her hair was all dubevelled and her face was bright, 
this being the dawn of her youth. BheliiA ran like a mad 
woman through the deck of the ship and threw henelf 
. into the water. Slowly did the black hair of her head, 
like clouds strewn over the river, sink in it, Menaka, 
who observed her from another ship, also, threw herself 
Into the river and caught hold of the heir of her bead. 
They were both seen struggling in the river and at this 
point Medan, Also, threw himself into the waters. **Oh 
my Bhelna, oh dearer tbao life, what U it that you 
have dene? " ware the words that bo bad uttered before 
he jomped into the river. 

At this time the sky became menacingly b le o k and 
underneath, the greet river swelled,,tifl the whole region 
seemed to be swoUowed by waters. The sails of the ships 
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were raiit liy storm and tb« rtren roared, rising far 
above bw banks. The ships alt capsized. In the four 
directions, the ships of the four merchanta all went 
straight into the bottom of the river with the crew. 
They passed ttirough a death-struggle [n the vast expense 
of Chougaspii^ None could help the others in tfant oriit' 
cal sTtuntion. Alas I who would help bis comrades to 
step into the shore, helplessly scattered es they were. 
Where, aiss, was Madan, the merchant? Where was Abu 
RajaP Hiran, the merchant, was, also, punkhed by 
Providence, as he deserved. 

The ahijM capsized and were carried far away, I 
where was the beaotifnl Bhelua gone, dearer to Itfadan 
far than hk life ? (LI. 1-358.) 

CIO) 

A gravc'looking old tnernhant of saintly oharaotar was 
paMing by the river against the current in that region. 
Hk sUp was plated with gold and the Qag bore the 
embroidery of tnien. It was loaded with gold and precioits 
sLonoft. The flag was seen far above in the sky. The ship, 
as already stated, was going against the current, She 
suddenly stuck into the shoal. The saU was pulled down 
and the heJmstnati and those, who plied the oare, er- 
hauatod their strength in their attempt to niafce the ship 
free. Bat she would not move in the Toast and the mer¬ 
chant in that dangerous aittiation felt as if some one had 
atmok him with an axe on the head,—so stupeBed ha was 
at this crisis. Pour days passed in this way and now 
listen to me, oh brethren, what transpired nexL The 
oarsmen were striding ..over that lovely shoal and they 
espied, at soma distance, two Bgures, bright as the pan 
and the moon, lying with their swan-like nenk* on the 
sand. They looked mere like dead than living, Alas, 
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%vhat itnfflrtiinAto mnn Lad lost his treft^uriTa tin l)tc3(» 
^ndy luiiikfl? 

Tho old mofphnnt had drt*nmt a dtoam last night. 
Was that lair dKam ^oing to be fullUled to-day f The 
oarsmeo came to him and said, T>ook here, Oh mitsLer, 
the siia anil the moon are lying on yooifur sandy bank.*' 
Whnt did the merchant do at this n'port? He hied to 
the bs^nks. He found the aim and the moon, dropped 
front the sky and lying on the satitU. Ha brought them 
to his ship. 

Ho gave thelu fiiui Apparel and jowela to wo.i.r; they 
were, heaidce, served with rich moab. The ship went 
againut the tide and in a taw days, they reached the 
shore of the raerehant’s country. Whda the ships came 
to the landiog-flmt, the women of the city accorded I he 
merchant a hearty reception by ainging ffong^ ot welcome. 
With rice and tufts of />H^ea-gT.ut9, the feniate members 
of the meruliant*e hotise came to the tfhat in order to 
wolpome the treiisurea brought. They fLret placed flowera 
irtiid Mandal-piiste on the prow of the shipe, and then 
inroked hymns in honour of PadmA (Manasil t'eri) and 
bmt their hetuls in obeisance to that deity. They carried 
the Toaseb. in which were atored ap the treasurer of the 
shtpe. one by one, and then suddenly they saw the two 
beautiful girls of eicceediug hmuty. The citiaens 
ii.ssembled Diere and were astonished at the sight. They 
said, in tow murmure, We never aiw snch women, tier 
ever beard of suoh esqubite beauty. Whence has our 
merchant brought them?** The wife of the merchant 
said, “ What country did you travel during the voyage 
and from wharu hare you secured this wonderful 
lEeaaiire? We have no children; cur house is dark. 
From what gulden city have you brought thewe darlings? 
1 take them as gifts from God: lucky b the day indeed.” 
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She assigned to them (bto foonw, in which a pair of lights, 
fed hj butter, burnt the whole night, She took 
oar© for the girls. 

The merohant brought frotn hie treasure the beat 
jewels, precious stones atiti gold omametits and with 
great taste, adorned ihe girli, just as people adum the 
figure of the eoddess Durga liurJng the morith of October. 

Three monlha passed, during which no question was 
naked as to who the giria were. 

But at the expir/ of the third montb, when ibej had 
grown auffloiently familiar fp the bouse, the luerchonl 
one day a^ked them,»You are here, my girls, at my 
house and Itwked upon as mj daughters, Muy t nab you 
kindly to gira me soina account of jourselvea. IVhoro is 
your bouse? 1 travel in differeuf counlriee and may 
perchance give you some due to parents. It 

i» aurely your cruel husband, who banished you in the 
lonely sbonl la the mid<river. 

The girls could not suppress ttieir feeling but began 
to weep at the question. They then ralated through their 
sobs and tears their whole history without reserve. Tbey 
gavo an aocount of their parents,—bow BhrJuft met the 
young merchant and fell in love, how they, both fled and 
went to the young merchant's house, where her father-in^ 
law would not allow the couple to reside any more, owing 
to their scandalous bight from her father’s palace. Tben 
she deecribed in heart-rending words the story of Abu 
BaJo,- hv'w that wicked mau sent har husband away 
ftor* L-f city on some pretext, how she marched te 
taitutiwar In a fwst of man fMiran and at last how they 
diM vned Tiemaehea in the midday at the confluence of 
fou ri^r , kuoirn aa OhouffangS. 

£bv n,Jtrchant wept, os be heard their sad story and all 
the pyqij. of his town e.Tpre*s 0 d thetr great sympalhy for 
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the girls. Th« oM murchnnt and bk nrifa put thsir vita 
togetbar to decide whut should be doue tor the girla. 
Al Uat be settled to go on Bea-vofiigO. tte took the 
girU with him. He would first go to KAnchiinpiir 
(Bbeluft'-s fnllier's home). Trom there he would go to 
the oitjr of. Jaito. whore Dliftnonjoyrt, the merchant, father 
o( Uenakft lived. He would makeover tho charge of llie 
two girls to their respective rents. He took villi 
him merciiHudke of varioua kinds, and thought that 
after having placed tlis girls under proper oustodj, ha 
would go abroad for Iradiug piirpoaefl. This was bia 
program me. At an auspiciou;* hour, he liowcd low to 
the goddesfi Fodma and set Hail to bis ships. So bound 
for KaTtehannagar, ha set out from his own home. 

(LI. 1*102.) 

h'ow listeu to what Iran spired next. 

The wicked Abu ttaja did not die, though hie 
ship capswad. He returned to hia city after having 
suffered niuch on the way. He dwoussed with hb 
miubtere as to wliat should he done. Then lie appointed 
guards to watch over the ship that pnaed hy the great 
river, on which hi* city stood. The ships of merchanta, 
who went by that river for trade took fright and fled 
away, before Abu Itaja’s guards overtook them. But all 
cQul'd not escape. Woe to the abip, which fell at the 
hands oI the guards. On pretext of a seoiob. they 
plundered everything belonging to the ship. There our 
iKUutly old metcliant approached the landing*gbat, 
unaware of the danger. The guarda and informers, wh^* 
ki.pt watoh. cried out, "Slop, Oh merebant, do nof 
For if you move an inch from whet© you arc, we 
aocording tu the king’s commonda, lake poweeei- 
your fourteen ships and sink tham in the river," 
[□crobant Liid anchcr thera in order to save hims 
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The guards came on board the shfpa aod ptuedered 
ererytltiDg that was there. Thee they cspwd the two 
girls, bright ns the sun and the moon and in great ]Oy» 
they gave information to the Raja, Abtt at once hied 
to the banks of the river with his minis ten and other 
oDBcers. Ho saw Bheluil and said, " 'Wbat luck 1 1 have 
not only oblainod a giit but also a fee, I was madly 
searching for my lost lady and here she is with another, 
equally welcome, ^'ow these two ladies will be tbe 
ladies of my heart. One will adorn the right side of my 
sleeping couch and another its left. Ah me ! What liavo 
I not flufferod these lir painful months for that pair 
of star-like ejos and that treasure of black hair, profuse 
as the clouds? How many Dighta, have I not spent, 
dreaming of our joyous union f So long my wealth—nay 
the whole of my kingdom—was like poison to me, bereft 
as I was of my greatuBl fortune. Now God has at last 
been propitious lo me," Saying lo, be seiMd the girls 
by force and brought them to the palace of Eangchapur. 
The fourteen ships of the good merchant were taken 
away forcibly and be waa placed m a half^battercd boat 
and ordered to leave the dty. Just see the condition 
of the old merchant. He is now helpless as a straw ip 
the stream w the reward of a pious wish to help otliem ! 

(Id. 1-46.) 

(IS) 

Now I shall, for a time, ctop the narration of this part 
the story and resume the account of the young 
merchant, Madan. 

The skilfut oarsmen of Modaa, who steered the host 
V tfittn popan, tried their best, at (he rUk of their 
ojvii lives,and saved Madan, the rocrchanl, at the jupction 
of Chougangi, In that boat hLadau carried the birds 
23 
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Suka and ^tSri and aocomp'tniiid tij tlie trustad 
maid-!i«ri'atit Salukft, The ynung mi^fcliaiit tmvoUed in 
that iwat rrom pi nee to place in qneat at RhelntE, maddened 
hy Then ua he wenl in his boat, one day he 

eapied the old merchanL pasHirig along the rirer in 
a shattered boat, auppLied him by Abu Raja. The boat 
eotiId no longer stand the guaU of ^rind and the waves 
rose over it a sidr^ till th« leaky barge ires abotit to 
sink, 

Madaii saw the sad predicament ot the old merchant 
and hastened, with his own hoat. to the slmttered one, 
Iwlonging to the merchant. On hh aeking the oarsmen 
about the whereabouts ot the old man, they gave him some 
account. Jui^t at that moment, the lioat was about to sink; 
the old man came oat and took shelter in the boat of 
Madan with his people. Meantime, his boat was carried 
away by the winds and sank in thi; wiiters, near the next 
hend of the river. The old man gave a full account of the 
dangers be passed through—as to how he happened to 
save two girls ef exceeding beauty from perishing on a 
lonely shoal near the junction of CAott^a»gii. *' The eyes 
of the girls were star-like and their hair as profuse and 
black as clouds.’* 'When Le was thus giving a full descrip* 
tion of the beatififul cues, Madau felt a sudden thrill 
in hifl heart and he eagerly asked the old man many 
questions about them. ** Where did yeu take them ? 
Wliy did you coroe in a shattered boat ? Eave they been 
drowned in the vast expanse of waters f *’ 

‘'No, no, my young friend," replied the merch ■ *, 
they were not drowned, I took them fo my ^ country. 
Myself and my wifi took care of thorn ar »f they wtn 
our own daughters. Fnr six months they lived ui ot 
house. But evil fate betook lu afterwardi I iwntv! 
to do good to them, but did them harm owiu 
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to the n'iU of Provideuce. t took th© right 

course hue fell lu a ^reat (Unger. One dny the girls gave 
im> lin accHiunt of their respeutira parents and U’';an to 
weep and wished m« to taJto iheni to their pJiternal Jiomca. 
r ordered my fotirtr.-en ships to In* reatlj' imd pUimed 
to go first to KAnohennagar ^whero the piireuks of lihcluft 
Jired), Oti Mm way Mmt Tiger of men. Atm RajAf 
and M I (fas passing riloug the rivur, which flows by (ho 
city of Rangvhaptir, tie fdl upon me, plundered all my 
treaaurt-ii and forcibly carried the two girls. A thunder* 
holt, as it ware, fell on oty hoad. All my ships were 
seijced hy that lUkshtjysa and the two girls are now 
liring as prisoiieni m bis pnlace." 

Miiilaii, with the old rnercimni, first went to bU otty 
in tht‘ boat of mmt pitenn. Sow when the saintly niup 
was safe at his own Jtome, the young man with set 

out For lUngchapur, the city of Abu Itaja. Ktrar a liend 
of the rivor» where the current Wiis slrung, ho mtchoml 
his boat niid discussed with Saliika as to the ways imil 
means ho would now- udupt. 

Saluka disguised herself ns k />om girJ^ selling fans 
and cane-busketx. Site visited the patace of Aim iiaja, 
IJJio dyed her bait’ yellow, mid hound them in lo a knot 
straight above the head in the fashion uf a i>om*u'omuii 
She tied round hiw waist Ihi; llowlng unds of her aatii 
and went into the in nor apart men ta of ihe H:ija*s house. 
She Mid, ** .My husimud's naum is Sankar. My proRwaiun 
is to sell these fans and cstiO'htiskcts," Thk was Now 
she introduced hcrselr to the <|uoens of Aim iiaja. 
They purclinsrd bur gmals necnrditig (a their chelce, 
Ivist of nil. she paid n visit to Jthctiin's room. Khe win 
Hhirlim, sitting with hi<i‘ friend MennkA Krimi h^r eyias 
strenmed inces^mit na she privately inlkisl with 

Alcnnkil, There wat imnu in tluit Irig piilacu to feel 


180 


PIAST&liN BliNQAL HALLAD3 


sympathy lor her except MeiieH. WIten Menaka wept, 
Hhelud, with the flowing foids oF her taifi, wiped nw&y her 
te<irs and when BiieiuA wept, Menakfl tried to offer her 
aolace. Thitt both of them Ured in great ajmpAthy for 
each other, sorrowiog orer their lot, like poor 8Ei& b 
the prison of Rttmn, the HAkahtiso-ohief, When Bheluft 
Saloka, she felt like one, resitored to life. She at 
once anked her inforiuatioo about her lord. But MenakA 
put her fingerii on her lip?, signing her to stop, MenakA 
Baked SalukA, “ What b the name of your hualmnd, O 
JDoffl-woTanti ? To which country do you belong ? What 
ie your mission here ? Saluki smiled at theao queries 
and then introduced heraolf thus in p loud roice, “Our 
Tillage is chilled TTJani. I am rlia wife of Bankar, a 
rfoHt hj eoete, I have come to this palace to mI) my 
cane-ba^kets. You see how artietically these have boon 
made. Rich men vie with one another to possess these 
flne baskets. If you want eome, please purchase them 
without delay *’ Menaki took the gold necklace from 
her hreasl and gave it as price of several bnskete and fans, 
that she purchased. She ordered the don*woman to 
bring two fans more on her next visit. Saluki took 
leave of them, after having received a present from the 
betebbox; but she ha^ already handed over a tetter to 
MenakA along with the tan, which she pretended to sell 
to her. BlionakA read the lettor. The merchant wsid 
in it that ho was living in that city with SalnkA and 
reqiiPAted BboluA to let him know, through tlio maid« 
servant, what means she would now doviaa for escaping 
from the hands of the Ruksbasa^chtef. (U. 1-04.) 

Now T will tell you of an incident that took place 
shortly afterwards. One day Menaka had a private talk 
with Bhfllufl, in the courno of which she said, '* PromUe to 
IBB, girt, that you will ruarry the man, whom I shall 
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elect lia my husband. If you will make tbui pronuM 
to me, nil your dangers will pass away." Bbeiun thought 
for a little time over the matter and then coDseatod. 
Monakfi tfaeu addressed her and said, " 1 have settled to 
marry this Abu Raja, BTb is bandsome in features 
and possessm great powers and immense rlchoe. In fact, 
there ts scarcely to bo found another man like him in 
the whole world. Hie richas are unboundud; his name 
is honoured and dreaded all over tliia vast aounLrv. t 
shall wear diamonds and jewels, being bis queen, awfi you 
will he my dear companion." 

Bhelua began to cry as she heard this and abused 
Menakfi, saying that she was a vile and unehaate woman. 
" If you like/* she said, you may marry Abu Raja. 
Por myself, I will drown myself in the river liefore I 
consent to marry the wickol Raja. There is that sharp 
steel-weapon in the house. I will put an end to my 
life with it. No more shall I go to the dencing bail." 
Saying so, sbe cried ineessantly and wiped away her 
tears with the flowing end of her sadi, 

MenakA said, " My friend, tet your heart at oase and 
follow my advice. Try to be conontatory to this Raja, 
however had ho may be. Teli him the next lime be 
comee that you arc willing to mnrry him and call him 
endearingly a.s the lord of your heart." 

In the depth of night Atm Hajii paid a visit to her 
cbamtwr and said, ” Come to my embnice, ray lost 
treasure, fonnil again. Hear me, dear Udy of my heart, 
have some ittteetioti for me. I have nlmaily appointed 
an antrologer to nettle an anapicioua day, Know that 
witlim a short time, the marriage will take plact'. Ho 
not kindly put off the date on some pretext or other, os 
you have Iwen doing these many moiitbs. T have ordertid 
a valuable siring of pearh for you. I will spend my 
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nigbt with jrou ia ttie p1uaaur«-houM, whbh I hAVO raised 
in the mi<t$t of om- teak. How line » ;our curling heir 
and liov pleHaing are your siLrery oyes! 1 hare etx 

hundred wires in mj harem. They will all be alares to 
your iviehee end you will reign aupreniB In the 
palace.'' 


*' fiut liefore I conaent to be your wife, I hare some 
religious rites to perfomi. If you riolate my vows, it 
wiU cause me great pain. 1 hu^M you will nut do so. 
My friend Menaka knuirs all about my rows. She is 
here find you may know from her what they are. 1 am a 
merohont’s daughter and our custom is to meet the 
bridegroom iu the great sea. 'Whererer there is a 
marriage amongst our kinsmen, the bride end bridegroom 
go to the sea on board tljeir merchaut-vossela. 

" So you are to marry me in the sea. There shall I 
Oder you ibe pruMut of the customary string of dowers, 
due to the bridegroom." 

The auspicious day of marriage W‘as Used by Abu 
HajA and he left the chamber of dheluit, thus settling 
all points. 

Hear me. Oh S.ilukB ; last night Ahu Raja called 
on me. I have given him word, agreeing to marry him. 
I luive. hesidea, made a vow to the /**>«, promising to 
make them presents, if my objvct is fulfilled. To.morrow 
it will lie anoounoed in the public strecta by a Iwat of 
drum that Syka and Ssrt (male and female birds of the 
parrot-speok's) will bo marrif-d ajid that tno birds* thus 
10 Iw unitod* will he purchased at a high price. The 
Kaja's men will go forth In the country in guest of the 
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birds. Tell my lord to oomo with our SnJrii and SUri 
to tho city, Ijet bim domnnd the fcurteeo ships and tSie 
treasure of h morcbuuti lately looted. Our onoiuy, thti 
Raja, will not mind the price but, in order to pieuso me, 
purchase the birds, paying dawn the price demanded, 

*' On receipt of the treasure aod tho ship, you nre to 
goat once to tbe oily of that saintly man, who ban 
sufTcted so much and lost so much for the sake of us, 
unfortunate womcii. Give him back the fourteen ship 
and th« treasure that he Um. 

" NcTt proceed to the city of KAnchannsigHr. Ijtrt 
my lord stay near a bend of the river, where the strong 
current Rows ami yourself go alone to my father Juid 
tlelivof this message to him, ' Yoar duaghter Bheloh, 
Ob old mercbanl, U in tbo deep saa, alone and In great 
dbtresB. Seprated from her prenis, she is In a dire 
calamity and belplaasly abo floats like a straw on the 
waters. She bos naked me to convey this news to you, 
crying all the tJmo that she spoke. She has ojiked you 
to go and save her,’ 

”1^0x1 you are to go to Sankbapiir, your own city 
and approaching the futbor of my lord, occiuaint him 
with all facts. Tell him, ’ Y'our dear son, Oh moater, is in 
the tnilk'WhIie sea, helpless and about to >m drowned.’ 
It Is sure that the parents, however strict and relentlesa 
they may ho, hear a secret pin In iheir hearts for their 
only son. They have not surely been able to give ap 
their affection. Tell him, 'Go forth to save your son. 
In the milk-white sea bis shattered bttat is without a 
snii, without 04ir«mcn t it ffoats like a straw and your 
only son is at the mercy of the wave*. This city of 
yours is dark wUbout him. The i:}ueeti Is shedding 
incessant tears and these hang on her eye* like a 
ccjlvwch. She liiis, a* it were, lost IIjb most valuable 
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tmckliuo of her hedrt. If yon tio not go nnil snve him 
nt once your son iritt bo drowned/ 

" Neit go to the cities, wdiore out Ftioada are llriijg, 
Iviuie inTitAtioii'Cnrdf), slating thnt tho marriage of Maden 
and lihelufi will tflica pWt) La tbu mi]h-vvIiJte sea. Lot 
them all aticnd the functJan. fnrito all our friends 
and Itiiiemen in httmg language. Go everywhere,** said 
Menaha, *'hat do not go to .Taiteawnr, Go not to my 
hrotbor. Jf be gets the lejist inkling of the matter, 
great danger may befall um. Alas, he fell into the great 
Junction of four rivers, called the Chollfft^l^ga. I do 
not know if he is alive. If he Uvea alUl, we mav hope 
(0 see aaob other on some future day/' 

SnUika took leave of MonakA and Bholua and went 
to the young merchant iladan and told him all that she 
was Instructed to convey to him, (Ll. 1 » 107 ,) 

( 13 ) 

IThcn the au.spidotia time came at Uat, the Baja set 
nut with his ministers and nther olBcem. He took with 
lum fourteen ships, tuaunod by a promiscuous crew of 
tniisIctanA aud dnimmera. One of the ships woe manned 
eielusivoly by soldiers, who were m charge of magazine. 
Bonfires, rockets, sqniba and firaworks of various kinds were 
taken in plenty. Large kettle-drums were beaten Inces- 
aantty and people cried, *" A^ietorj to the Raja " on the 
eve of his mmrluge, which was to lake place in the 
milk-white sea. 

But the Baja, iw he wns almut to start, saw evU 
omens on all eldea. A blind fijr sat on one of hie eyes. 
aneftMS were heard in front i the WOTnen, while rejoioiug 
on the happy occasion, found their voices choked for 
some myiterioue reanon. The pwple's words of eiuliation 
so'unded like laments. A vulture oomc hovering In the 
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sky rtuct siU on t!i« toti of tlie ixiasi of tlie 
Tlio ru[Kf:* of tli« ships woni torn Hy 'i ^udtlen 
wind, Tht* sliip nhich cnrrit'd ?ho nu^plotoii’s urtlcltw 
of mariiA^o ^tdilnnly capHisssd 5ii th« Liiuliug-^lmi. 
TIio 8« tln(i|i;s ivuro loit in thu rivnr. Th<J tippre- 

]K*>idi*tt dtiii^rr, Htid iIj»-'iuad'*Ll lUt* Unjo fjrom iiniitfrtdkinij 
lb[‘ trip (lint day, hut Iw lalonwl not tn thoif ^otnl 
advico. In one of tile tlie Hajn wtiii( with hiH 

ininlsterutl oflic«r> nmi in iinntber, Btielnlt itnrtiMl witli 
MonakA na her coinpiiiiion. T1n> bnrhar, tile )iarbor*)i 
wife, the priest and odter penplt*, whose iwrvicw would 
1w required at the funotinn, started, ton, in one of the 
ships. But the inanspicious slfrii* on the avo of ihi* 
happy occASton CHst n shadow of fear and unrest on the 
miuda of all 

Meantimi* what did ^hnlnn, the young nierchnut do ? 
He started with foui-tr-Hti ship* and ihair iresituro (got 
!w price of the birds and and went to the 

olty of the l(iud*heiiTt*Mi old morohant, The ships and 
all that belonged to him w«to retnrnisd and he was, 
licsidea, formally invited hy Madaii to attend his marriag*! 
with Bhelull. 

Thence Mndau went to tin* city of Kanclmnnagar 
Kv remained in the aUip, hiding UimselT from the oitizeiH 
and sent SalokA to thv ttalnoe of Bheluft'* father. 
Saluki, with team in her eyes, eelntiHl the story of 
Hhehii's misfartonw to the inmates of Urn house. 
She tenderly appealed tu the feelings of the parent'*; 
whose hearts, notwithstjinding ail onlward tndiSerence, 
were Iniming in grief for their dear girl. To thn 
ftve lirother* Sidukft madv a most iiathoiic appeal. 
” Mv heart fareoks," she sAid, at the thought that 
when you are living in oB prosperity here, yoiii' 
lister is about to die in the millt«white aea. She, the 
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beiulttful one, tlie Vi^toved of aU^ u m the utmoet 
dislresa.” 

The messa^o had its eSeot and the old morchaiLt, with 
his live suns, immediateij otarted for the milk<-white 
sea. 

Then did Madan go to his own city of Sonkhapnr. 
The young fellow hid himself aa before and sent SalukA 
to bis father. She garo thi* message to him, '* Your 
only son, roFered air, is about to be drowned in the 
milk-white sea. He is wandering iu the Toai waters in 
a shattered boat. 1 cannot tell you if be h still alire 
or ail is over with him. You should try to save bint, 
if he is not already lost for good.” 

Thence speedily did ^fadan go to other cities, the 
homes of his friends and kinsmeii and distributed inrita' 
iioD-letters, wishing them all to be present at hia 
marriage, which would take place iu the milk-white 
sea. 

Only two days were in hand ; on the third day the 
marriage cornea off. The merehanls in all speed started 
for the milk-white sea. There all the chief men of the 
mercantile community met m a short time. 

Raja Abu wrinderingly saw abips on all sides, huge 
as mountains. “ I never sent any Invitation. The whole 
thing has heon managed as privately os poesjblo. 1 have 
brought BhcluA to this railk-whito sea, without notice. 
Whence ore all theiw* ships assembled here? ” thought 
ha and hecame puzzled. 

Then did Madan poos ortlem on his people to arrest 
Abu Kaja with all hb men. The barber and the 
barber's wife and the rest of the crew, who oatae to help 
in the marriage, were bound hand and foot. The Kaja'e 
ships were sunk in tho sea and tu}, with his men, were 
brought to the great shoal, called the Man^her char, 
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llie s&adj land coTcred a space of 160 nviies. The» bo 
trees, DO plants ^revr; it was a iriuta laod without 
bahitation of roon or even wild auTmab. If oa« happOBod 
to bo io that vmI nroa of fMindA^ he could not find 
fab way nut. With the olathes they wore,—^the lon^ 
dhutie*, —the men of the Raja were bound. The barber 
and the barber's wife (who had shown the long hair of 
£heliig to Raja Abu) were bound with the ropes of 
the ship. The Raja himself shared the same fate. As 
ho lay helpless and liound, with his face downwards, 
M!ndan approached him and said, *' Ifow, Raja Bahadur, 
come and marry.'* Tn that condition ha was left 
there. 

Then with all humility, Madaii described bis rais> 
fortunes to the people of Jib community, oaGembled there. 
He took all of them, with imploTing words to Sankbapur. 
Hb kinsman and the father of Bhelud were pleased 
with him and the pride of high sooial statue of Bheluft'e 
father, which was the cause of all these unfortunate 
ereute, was uow remored. He now consulted the astro¬ 
logers fur an auaptcious day, as to when fihelul should be 
fonnally given iir marriage to Madan, the merobaut. 

The prow of the ship looked bright with its workman¬ 
ship in gold and the anil, raised aloft, caused it to more 
with the speed of the winds, Maladhar was the head of 
the oarsmen. The young merchant ordered him to go 
swiftly to the city of BhanaDjaya and there proeent him 
an in Tttation-letter. 

Haladhar's boat went os speedily aa an arrow, 
Dhananjaya, the father of Menakft and his kinsmen, all 
assembled at Sankbapur. Madau was lu marry both the 
gtrla, Bheiuik and Menaka. The loud tnusio announced 
the bappy event and the women sang feative songs. 
The merchant dutiibuted gold and Bilrer to the poor 


KA5TKKX BliNGAL It ALLA Un¬ 
people. Thus was tbe TOarrwgc celebrated. Toung 
Madan jilea&od a-itb Imtb bis wires and epent hi* 
dii.r* in gre:it ))apphie«!t. ’I'he three were like one aonl, 
one body. Saluka wait rewarded witti tnui^ valunMe 
"iftfi. The ktnttmeti iiiid friends wont in their n^spectire 
bonier. Hera ends tlie tele of BheluA 


TliC yiitinfitV^ Apolofff, 

'iliijr is tny humVite prayer to thu nudlenee. May the 
pitsaident of to-night*'* congregation pardon me (or tny 
riiiilte, For 1 am ntitridned and have aorely committed 
mnuy errata in inuaie. The «tory of Bheluft b a long 
one, complete in dve and 1 am quite unfit to sing 
It. I am nnacquAinteil with miislcai airs and modiM. 
8o J botr down at the feoT of nil and crave thoir pardon. 
Accept, sir, my humhlo ?fovv, Uh brother hcwt, 

give us sutue hetoU nnd tobacco and let uii go back 1o our 
homos with thankful hearts. (Ll. 1-120.) 



tHE BALLAD OF RANI KAMALA DEVI 


ADHAH CBANDIU. 




FREFACE. 


llio Inllad of RAiii Kamalil l>evi could iiol bu 
racotorod in ftiR. Cbanilrakuiimr lie Kent on 

August SO, 1035, ii Kbort aummniy of the etJnlt'ulfl of 
tho two miKsiuf cunttiA from itiomorj. Ttio irjulUion, 
widely prevalenl in the diutrict of ^lymcnsingh, is that 
at tio supply of water came to the tank Kattinj&ait^ar, 
though it bad heen dug deep, the liueen KnmalA Bevi 
of Siuang Durgapur, in donCorintty with a dream, dreamt 
hy her husband, Raja Janahinath Mallih, descended 
to Ihe bottom of the (Jink and gave up her lifo by pr- 
fortning some rites there. When these were performed, 
a rush of water eamo all on ft sudden from uoder- 
ground, not only aweoping away the queen, whose tmdy 
was irrecoverably lost, hut also flooding the sides of the 
tank with Ita overflow. 

The tradition, so far as the death of the queen is 
concerned, may be accepted as a historical fact. In those 
days, unnumbered were the instances of people, high 
and low, in this country, who sacriftced their lives os a 
reauU of prevailing siiperstiHopH—the moel atriking 
examples being supplied hy the well-known Soti-rites. 
En the present case when the tradition is su widespread 
there can be no question ns lo the authenticity of the 
fact tbat Lhe queen became a willing vlotlm to supetsli- 
tinn. We have heard innurnerable stories in the cniintrj' 
side of poor coolies being sacilflood for propitiating 
the pods, w’hen no supply of water woe obtained from the 
underground iu a newly excavated tank. The Kanial<l 
Dighi oxttts to tbU day. Whether the rush of water. 
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(tettcTibc<l in tbe faaUitd, wus due to some aunaing 
prJe8tly device or some cmtumt cause, broug:]it ou at a, 
Inter stase. by the petubtent of thoae oagagcil 

tn the exGAThitoa of the tank, miinot he aa(!«rtiiiDed at 
this distance of time. The gods can only say if the 
water of KamalH^^tV^ar wm produced by their ^tace. 

Balm ChHndfnkumar De approached Mr. Satirendra- 
kishore llaycihiiudhLjry, Zemindar of Uamgepalpur, 
Mymenslttgh, for tiemg illtiminated ha regards the 
historical fiuestione involved in this ballud. Mr. Ray. 
chaudhery supplied him with the foJIotring pteoe of 
information in his letter, dated the Srd of April. 1026 ! 

“ KnmalA Devi, about whom you want to know m» 
a contemporary of Jehanglr. She was the mother of 
Raghun&th Singh, who got from that moiiBTOb the 
decoration of the title of Raja. She was the wife of Malltk 
Janakinath, an ancestor of the Stifung Durgapiir Baj 
family. The tradition of the place is that Mallik Janoki- 
nath heard an oracle in hia dream, in conformitj with 
which Samald Devi gave up her life. A part of the 
Kamaliuagar atill ezifto, the rest having been swallowed 
up by the river Someswat-L Janakinaib was a ooutem- 
porary of Akbar. Ele lived towards the end of the 
sixteenth century. The baby referred to in the tradition 
ia the son of Rani KaraalA Devi, who afterwards grew 
to be the illustrious Raja Baghunath Siogh of dusung 
Diirgapur. All noteworthy historioal facts relating 
to Raja Aaghiinath am emlMidied in the 2nd ptrt 
of ray history of Varendra fimhmin Zemindars nf 
Myrnensingh." 

Mr. Lethbridge fumishet the following account of 
him in his book, called the '’Qolden Book of India”: 

Mallik Janakinatb was succeeded by his son Eaghunath. 
The fragrant wood, produced largely in the Goto Hiila, 
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called ajfurn^ wna fn request i)t t^e Court of fJelht nud 
Itaghunalh agreed to eiipply a qoantitj of «ifuru io 
l>albi ;eari; a tribute, in return fijr the help of an 
fiDparial Force, whioli eiuibted hitn to eubduo hu* turbu¬ 
lent Qaro eubjeote and for the title of Raja. 't‘he 
Emperor further conferred ou Eaju Eaubauath iba title of 
Oaro Tnitthi Jfnn^ttri or Comnvauder of Fire 'I'huusand.'* 
The flr^r canto, which >» miaaiag, ooutaiued a diL*<t. 
cription of the marriage of liaja Janakinath with 
Kama I a Deri. The aiifajcot’^matter of the Drat portion of 
the tecotid omito may be thiu al]mmariiu^d. The king 
and the queen liTcd Iiappiiy for anmo yearn. One day bIiu 
naked her hu«l>and m to vrhat he vrould dn for netting up a 
memoTial for her in cnee »he diet) earlier— in order to 
show that all bw pofesaions of loro were true. The 
liaja said, " 1 pnirniw to carry out your wfaheii. whatever 
they may be. 'roll me what you would wish me to do." 
The queen s&ld, " I will «ptn a fokttS of thread In tigveo 
day:* and eeren uightii. You must have a tank excaratad 
hi my iianie, which will Iw of the ake of the ontira space 
covered hy the length of the thread." 

The queen, working night and day for the whole week, 
>:pnn the same (okttn of thread and the Eitjii ordered a 
Umk of that nitie to he excAvated at hia town, to Iw tmllnd 
after her^ the KamalfLattgar, But the tank, dug at im 
much pain and cost, hail no supply of water. The popular 
licUef on thin point wm well-known, vit„ the anoeslom 
of a (nan up to his fourteenth genenatiem were doomed 
to hall, if the tank, dug by biro, yielded no watar. 

Unliko most of the other historical ballads nf Mymen- 
singh, this one has a juythiinil and legendary elemvul In 
it, which cannot obtain any credence. But we tlnil In 
the ballad itself that the Haja liad grown n maniac after 

the death of hi.* wife. The subaiiqueut developuiHiitn 
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oC tlie fttorr miij Ije taken bs illusinn^, conjared up hj 
hb uicUed fnnta»y. TlieflUiry is told m « gruphicrmnnneT 
and iritb n cfl-nifour, chniactertjitiC' nE llie rustic poets. 
Tlie legends, intenpi^nied tn tliis talc, hare an old-noTld 
oliaTtn of msliO'[]Oi‘try. Tim pnvt, Adlmr Clmitdra, trbd 
coinpa^ed lUi» bidUd, nlcrerly toiiolies tlie delicate point 
as to bo^*'tbe qacf^n mat u'jiii Itei* ticaih. Tbe Uaja is 
doscribad its having aim ply rslattHl the dtenm to bb 
He bad not lliu lit'iirt to uinh lii'r to net up to it, be 
ner’mi 1o Imvt} yielded lo n anperslitious raitti in the 
draitm, but even this bw did not speak out to any one. 
He eaii by nn means Ite ncenseil nf any dtililjeinli: act of 
cmelty. The ImlbuLnmker docs nut even bint tbnt be 
tvisheil in the least Ihal the queen sliould mtciiflee ber* 
self. She herself liecime a wilUng vforiiu. 't he Ilriji'a 
great love for her U dearly in evideme in lh« suoin^- 
ing events tbnt Iraiispiretl. If lie did not ndually enme 
forward 10 aUind in tbe way of his ^vifa socririoing her¬ 
self, it wav due to a lurking fear in his heart of 
incurring divine uTiilh tor olTering ob«truc!ion to nhat 
be eon.Mdeied to be an act of nliginus merit, 'this 
weak ness ou Ilia part abould not lie saverdy judged, aa 
vre ought to nmtio some allmvance for I he faillis and 
auperstitioris of thv ICth Century, The queen believed 
that if no supply of nuler cumi) to the iniik, her husband's 
aiiceetors would all go to bill, lli^nce Umre wro no 
other nlturnalive On her part tlian to fanHIce her life 
in that tragic manner. ln«pito of bialory and nnytli 
being htendtfd logfi her ill this riuiit! tong. It is a very 
enjoynblv piece of pnpuliir poetry and 1 am not sum 
W'lietliur 1 eltouid like ire historicul portion or its beauti¬ 
ful myth more. Tho latter nddi n fBsdnalifln to the 
tale and U as Imantiful as the Idylls of iLo King, parti- 
oulsrly the Must de Arthur of TL-nnysuu. 
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We hrtTa no mformatlon about Adhar Chandn, who 
oomposed thb Iwllurl. There Ik no doubt that it was 
OomposH] m the tw-inninj of the sorenteeoth couttirj, 
since atl such WlbuiK. fn commemoration of acts of looal 
heroism, are composed itnmbdintol/ nflcr Ihclroceorrence. 
In nmnv cases the hingunge of the orjgiiii.il is gradually 
changed in course uf fheir recitatjon* through lorig 
^noratiom. In tint present case, botrever, the language 
u crude ami rustic and does not seem to hare undergone 
any substantial cimngo. 

In the Ballads such as Mahiin, Dewan Bbnbna and 
the Wxisheivniaiden. tim art of the ruuiic poets seems to 
bo perfect m ns much as superfluities dud no place in 
them. The Ijallaci-mokori show an instinctire power 
of stringing together the esseutiats of the plut, lenvtn'r 
wide all irrelevant (opj«. !„ the present ballad; 
noweftif, tliere b an element of rutik (ita 

Canto 7, LI. 9-12, Canto 0, LI. 17-:'0, 27-31) which has 
marred, to wmu exb'tit, tlm compjictnefis of the plot. 
The Uments cspechilly are mon.itoiirms nnd waarisomo 
(Cunts 0, LL I-* 10), the lialhul-initkere fondness for 
metrtp))<ir;ea( phra^oulogy, current in liii rural dUtriots 
■eemM |o be ohen (itiged with affcctalnjuklng bis 
descriptions sink into dullm'ss. 'Jlilii elBnient, whioh 
does not strike so mui'h in Llm orj-inul te.«^ become* 
apparent in my trunslalimi. I.j the Berigdi originnl 
there is a grace and fltibh in the stylo which is missed 
whin put in the garli of n foreign tongue. Inspite of 
this shortcoming the Inllnd tme an Irresistible fttaci&a- 
tion about it, due to the noble s/ujrjflce of iJig quren, 
Umugh inspired by sujwrstilion.and abo to Uie romantie 
rmture of Um leg.nd, described in it, wbioMike the 

Holy Grail of Teunysou, leaves an wlirying offact on the 
mind. 
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The bftlliHi of EUni Kamalft D«rt. *0 far m we have 
oblained it, ia complete in 81'2 Hubs. I have dirided it 
into 10 cantos. 

1 l^n Troiti varioui fiou-fCBs Hiat this balUd wm onoo 
tery popular. I hare not loat all hope* of recorcHop 
it in full. 



The Ballad of Rani Kamala EXevi. 

( 1 ) 

In hifl big bungalow wltU Iweive door waytbe llaja 
waa having a qtu«t sleep, ’when, in the depth of night, he 
dreamt a dream. 

The dream disctoaed to his wondering eyes a land, 
resplendent with diamonds and pearls,—from vrhioti come 
floating an odoriferous and sportive breeds—a land where 
it dawned at the glee cooings of the gold-winged euchoo, 
—and where at the deep hour* of night the birds sat on 
the boughs of trees and sang. And be dreamt of many 
wild things, besidue. 

He called the queen from her sleep and said, ** Awahe, 
my beloved, how long will you steep P 1 am hora, 
oaliing you. O^^eM your eyes aod liee me. 

" What a liotrihic dream have I dreamt, O queen I 
I cannot forget it for a moment. 

** In the still and deep houie of night it seemed to me 
that all the stan were sunk in the sky and that tha 
world was hi led with an impenetrable darkness. 

'* Alas, why is It that the tank I have ozcavnted in 
tour name yields uo water I 1 have dreamt a strange 
dream, which I am going presently to robto to you.*' 

The queen lay Ln her l)ed,—bright and lovely as the 
full moon,—Iwt in deep slumber and the EAja called 
her aloud sitting by the pillow, on wbiuh her head 
ropoeed. It was tlie iasl part of the night. The little 
lovely Inby slept sotindly hy the side of lb mother and 
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the Eaja's eyes covr rested od the child and new oa 
the mother. (LL 1-lS). 


( 2 ) 

The ijuoeti ewohe nrith a start nnd found the lord of 
her heart, sitttng by her side. The quiet rest of tbe deep 
hours of night was broken and her eye^Udii were still 
heary with sleep. She said to her husband in sweet 
hroheu words,—" Wliat is U, lord, that troublea you at 
such nn hour os this? Stmnge, I soe your eyes, full of 
tears. Tell me, my lord, wlwt may be tho cause? " 

The Raja. 

" A strange dream have 1 dreamt. It is about the 
tank, newly excaTated in my oiiy. That tank, 0 tjueen, 
may, after all, bum out to be a Ciiusc of mtr ruin. Thcugh 
deep it was dug, no water has come out of it. I beard 
an oracle in my dream, saying that sbotild you, my 
beloved, go to the bottom of the tank, water vrould come 
out of itself. I dreamt alto as if, on bearing my words 
you descended to the bottom of tiio tank in slow steps. 
Scraps of uncunnecied scenes then presenLed ibemselres 
to my wouduriug eyes. 1 saw that nil on a sudden there 
came a flood which swept you fur awsy into the dark 
nether lands; as if the great flood from tlia underground 
came furiously rushing with foam at its mouth and 
inundated all the four sides of the tank. Then rose a 
terrible uproar as splashes wers thrown up from some 
mysterious regions. I do not know, Ob queen, what evil 
spirit induced me to have this tank dug—to worry us all 
in this manner t My heart trembles in fear. Oh ray dear 
queen, I do not wish my empire, nor my wealth, what 
pleasure will these yield to me if I lose you? (li, 1.22.) 











'* Sonio maids took sncittJ RTitss and nco tor wowhlpplt*-? 
the gods ami Hio othoH canrl'al Hio f^ttoeu's toil ft m tides 
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Til® (jueon rose froni tier IkhI imd slcmrlj apprOAohe^l 
tlie big outer Uuiignloiv with Uvoko d(tOPiiT»r». Her 
maid'Stit'irAntit irern slcepini; thfre. She called them oot 
freru sleep anil ortlereri thuiri te nceompaiiy her to the 
river-j;jta/. Some took go Wen pttcheri, others otips of 
the same metnl, houip carried toirols, prepared hy the 
artiste of J/P!rAa-t:f)iLntr 7 » t>th«r* took T^alitahJe blue- 
coloured npp'vroH, Olio tuaiden carritid cups litlcit with 
incensed oil, Ihe fragranctt of which spread miles and 
miles afar- Soom of them teoh the potrdered 6if«-fruit 
for oleiiTising the queen’s htj<Ir, otlieitt heniitifill huskete, 
full of hloommg tlnuers. Snino rmtids took sacred grass 
and rice for worfihSppiii!* the gfwls fliiil othert earned the 
queentoile('Articles ch ilteir head. Tii that dark and 
dead hour of flight they nil went to the river-pAnf. 
Abcire Uudr head h'Ib th«< lilue expanse of sky*! which 
showed the slate, henittiful ns the CJi^mpcr'huds of 
golden hue. 

Xeilher llie siifl tier Ihc moon could have a peep itilo 
the Tipc of I ho queen, which was tliefl like an angelX 
nor the people of the pity who lay In profouudat 
that diiik slid honr boforv^ the da^rn of iho day, t'iiie 
ifluid-Mjrratite helped fu Hashing tier tody willi the 
f?j7(i-fjriiit. iler hair was niioinled ivlrli sceiiteil oil. Hie 
queen got down into I ho l irer for hilhiflg. The maidens 
gently wiped the dirt off lier hadr wilh the townis of .I/erA 
When b'ltliiug w.is Diiishcil, they cave her n flama-colon red 
5mfi lo wear. Seiited <iw (he hjink of the Somai, nhe 
WE>r!ihip[«d the gods wilfl offeri«!!sn£ ftonifjn, snored gras.» 
and ricfl> And tlien she pnij'cd. " Bc witne=t». f> Hrer 
Somsl; and O tuy huslMind, rest ntsured tbnf I am going 
to obey I he oracle you tuii u Iw'iird and am prupared to giro 
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up my life. Be witne^, ye ire«s, Btandin^ slitl on ihe 
aide* of the tnak, nnd ye sun end moon, end O ye goda 
presiding over the world, henr witness tool whom e!w 
may I call at such e orisie of my life ? For keeping the 
pledge of my lord, I fttn going Uj aacrjiloe my life, 
Stmage that though dug so deep, the tank has yielded do 
water] 'I’he ancestors of tiiis house up to to the rourteenth 
degree in ateetit will risit hell. 0, what a horror! O gods, 
I pray unto you ail, sare us IroM this danger. Bare this 
gloHoua house but take my life, if indeed that b needed 
for it.” 'With tearful eyes did this gueeii offer the 
sacred 6eMeaves ani] ttowcfs at the foec of tfie unseen 
powers. She repeatedly prayed that they might be 
propitiated and graciously incltnud towards her lord. 

After having offered the P»Ja, she returned home. 
No one, in that vast oily,-outside her palace—knew of 
her holy bath in that deep hour of night. The night 
was fait wearing away and the gleam of morning 
wa® teen. 

After return home, what did .she do ? The little baby 
WHS sleeping on a couch. She took it in her arms and 
gonUy kissed it* sweet face a hundred tunes, shedding 
inoeaaant tears all the while. “ 0 my dear boo,” ahe 
cried, “ You are to me what the prop bi to a blind man. 
From to^y we shall never more see each other again,” 
She suckled the ahlld and, with aohoked voice, said again, 
Your heautifnl face, dear child, which is like the moon, t 
will Bee no more.” She then silently wopt without uttering 
n word. Her liaart was, as it were, pieroad by a spear, but 
she bore her cruel pain mutely, (LI. 

( 4 ) 

From the depths of her heart, row a plaintive appeal all 
tecretly, *' 0 lord of my heart, I leave this poor baby of 
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mitift lo Jour care.*' Inaudibly mttrumritig this, sbo 
addresficd th« old nud tfustcd maid SuS aud saiil^ “ To 
you, maidt I leave this baby—thii treasure of my heart.** 
She looked up to the blrd^^ Swia and Siri, whom aha had 
brouffht from her fatbor'a hottse and asked them to lesefa 
the baby the aweet word ‘ manmia,* which they bad 
tearat to recite. To all the eerranta of the house her 
ailcnt request was that they might take care of one, who 
was far dearer to her than all the treasure of her palaoe, 
** That t leave this ompira and the throne," she said 
with a sigh, '* is not at all a matter of sorrow to mo. But 
I feel a pain, which pieices ray heart like a shaft, at 
parting with this child." 

After weeping long, her eyes became dry. And then 
she made over the baby to Snfl, the maid^erraDt. The 
attendants, male and female, stood aghast and did cot 
know whnt would happen. A feeling of awestruck them 
and they cried in silence. 

Then did the queen take a golden pitehar in her hand, 
in the flowing end of her imfi, she tied some sacred grass 
and rice. And then she hied to the side of that ifl.fated 
tank. She, who had never been seen before outside the 
harem, was seen to-day by fatmdrede of men and women, 
asaemhted there to sec the woeful sight of the hour. It wne 
very early in Lhc morning when the chief queen approach 
ed the tank, The tnurtu'ng-olouds above wore tinged with 
e red colour and crowa were cawiug, seated on dry boughs 
of trow. The wind was blowing forcibly at tUnea A crow 
seemed to say to ile mate, “ What a pity t we shall never 
more see the face of the Qmjoo* mother. The whole 
kingdom will, as it were, lore iU* eyre tp-day and the 
throne will be void. ns depart from this cursed 

Land." Signifying some suoh resolve by their cawing, 
the crows hovered in the sky for a time, and then flew 
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hr AVtaj. Th^ peoptu, SMemblcd th&r&t aa^, with eyen 
iipUFtad, tlie striui^e apectAch. SomB tOQn sntd, *' Atas, 
whnl & miafoiriutiu ! " OllierA rt;tnark«[ tbut TirtuDiia 
king hftil tost h\n Itoad. Oas niAQ obaerred lioiv foolbh 
it wna for tnu king to oond the (jutMit to that cursed 
lAnk for suoh & purpose. “ It may be I bat lie u going 
to lo^ h«r for ever. What good vtU the lank serre 
him ? What, if there tie no water in it ? (jot not the 
queen deaoond to ttie buUom of tliLa tank,’* (Li, 1^%.} 

(6 ) 

The queen, non in Arut steps and witfi a calm 
inajestio look, descended to the hottOTn of the tank. As 
she went down, she threw the sacred grass nnd rice on 
all sides from tho flowing end of her tatli. The people 
were ciying, " Alas, alas!" all the while. Then did 
she olTer Ihc* prayer puhliciy. "If I am a chaste 
woman, and hare lived true to the u'itl of Clod, then may 
water spring up from the hohom of thin dry tank, if 
I am chaste and hnvo lived true to the will of God, may 
the water of tint tank ovarAow Its niden and may my 
people nae this sight. If t nm chaste, then fulfil, O God, 
the desire of toy lord, the king. This object attained, 
it will not at all cause me pain, if 1 he swept nway by 
a at mam to the nether wortd." She sprinkled vvater (root 
her golden pitcher oh aft sides. What an inexhaustible 
quantity of water did the pitcher hotdt It oeumed os 
if it would never get empty. Then dhl Wkitcr gash out 
from the bottom of the tank and drench it gently together 
with the queen’s heauliftil feet, She eontinuoil sprink^ 
ling witter and the water of the tnnk liecame knee-deep. 
She wont on throwiitg water from her pitcher and the 
?vater of the tank swelled up tn her neck. She mUed 
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her hntids up itid utiH continued spriiikling imter and 
her rtobla liijiirt! Iiepamp totally aulmiaf^od 

nncior ivnlnr Her dhlievelled liair now ftonted over ttie 
rippled of tbo iuirfneu like thtt nlfcato of thp Gauge** 
Hairing from >'«' malted locks of tlie Krent God, Sivn. 
Look lliore mid «» llw llowin? oinlft ot Hame- 

cnloured oarried bv Iho li-Jod. 'I'lio walet of the 

btnk rose hiclior and blglicp and inundated tiie sulfa of 
the tank, foiimini^ in furtou* rage. The {KfOple who stood 
there Iwian m lami-iit Imully. *aymg ‘'Alas, alaal'' 
'Whence ramo tliai grtfUt. (IwhI, no one could sajr. All the 
four sides of the t ^nk ivrre now flooded over. A roariug 
soimd, whicli inspired owe. inaH from undergniund. 
Alas, to wlmt land hm *|neeii had ftune. nobody could 
know. (LI. 1*27.) 

(«) 

Then did the Itaja throa* himself on the ground, 
overwhelmed w ilh gnef. mid liegin to cry wildly like a 
mad man, I'hw very twes, on thn aides of ihe tank, 
det-plv affected hy the kim;'* sorrnyva. Heemed to died 
their leaves in »y»nthvlhy. The enivs, m choir dieds. and 
the hirds, in their ragits, were ecfu to drop silent Ujara. 
'1110 cowherds, the horses of the auhle and the olephant*, 
men and beaete, nil seemed to l» alike stiioken with 
grief. The pigeoofi. of the palace and wild birds of the 
air stopped ihnir chirpiii(ps and showed their grief, 
romninins muU) all the while. I'he ministers, ollicetB. 
the serv^ts and maid-servants did not speak bvit shrank 
into a corner of their Inmnes, overwhelmed «ith tha 
sp-ntTuI sunsf. of grief. The mothers of that city did not 
c^r,} to soekle their Iwhic' hut silmitly wept. Imvin* 
their dear on«i tniide- I'he good wives <Ud tjol ca« for 
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their but. with rfishareHnd hair, wept, for^tfal 

of the pres«nc« of their hii^band>. In the garden* Iho 
floi^ers bloomtvl not hut strangely faded away. Weep, 
weep. 0 river Somai, and sTiig the *md tali* of how the 
goddess nf the city left it for ever. O Hood, roar out 
the tragic tab* of how <<iie was swept away for met 
from the hind of the living. The dthem cried, eayiog 
‘‘To-day is the /Jffsrtwi.day' for tis. ivbea out gnlcti’ss 

ha« b.eii take,, away fro,,, the temple, to im drowned 
in the WAier. 

The Bky shines hrighlly with the moon and stars.— 
the hou.«o with Us flowcr-gardun and the river with her 
aiiiUng-Jjoars. The dark night h iUiiminated 1w a lamp- 
home, likewise, is brightened by the pfasence of 
the wife. The llaja saw cverylhinir dark before him 
losing ],is beloved qniH^n. "Ah my bird, where bast rhoti 
flown away, leaving thy golden cage.” He ^riod day 
and night. ^ 

Tim Raja turned nearly mad with sriof. He wandered 
night and day by the of the tank, sometimes 

lying them, afretching his body tike a dead mnn,— 
silently shedding tears. The miouters and omwra met 
him often and adviiied him not to indulge in grief. He 

listened to their advice but. at the end. simply said 
"Alas, alas 1*' P T wo. 

What becomes of the house, when the lights am outj 
Wliat is the value of a twig deprived of its floral 
trensiire? What good is served by a tank, in which 
there is no supply of water? What is the value of the 
body without life ? And how does tbe hole loot when 
its piireon hm, fled away? Like all these and worso 
than nil, is a manV boune. deserted by bis wife. 

’ O* ik« Duui lU; Ok iitatt- of Utn^ l»Utnnr« l.cq « rir«r 
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‘*Ain I liot tike a bird^ mate he^ beeii killed 

by tbe arrow of a hunter ? Alea* wbo has taken away 
the diamond of toy hearty worth fleron tiniest the valus 
of thi$ mj kingdom ? Wliat flhall I do with it 
and with my riches ?” Thus did the king lament day 
and night. He would not touch food^ nor drink 
water. 

Adhnr Chandra sioiia ihia song of sorrow. The grief 
of thr. ilaja wj\A ftq grral thitl the Very sUme melted at 
the eight. 

Tho Ilaja walked by ihe sides of the lank, aud ^ome* 
times with racani look entfriHi ihf. deep jungly land of 
Durgapur, foolishly belitivjuiz thn\ he miirht perchance 
inwt his queen therfi. But days and wi?ok» rulM hy\ ahe 
no more appeared before him. IVhitt is ihu good of ibis 
nice hall wUli twelve doorways, that 1 have built ? 

lie to my ploiuture-heuse, built in the midst of a 
tank, where we enjoyed each other^s company In summer 1 
l^hat house saddens my heart with the sight of it« for¬ 
lorn ness and desertion/* 

One month pas^d in thi^ way The waters of the 
tank KamaliiAAgar tcnkofl dark and trAuspaiimti as on 
the ftay when the qutwii was carriiHl away by fhe Hood. 
Suddenly an idea eame to the king*s mind Ho called ail 
the divers of the land and ordered them to get down and 
bale oul tho water of the tank. “ Borne evil spirit made 
me eiciLcavate ibis lank* wlucb luis oaijaed my ruin. O 
my good meot Imle out the er^tire water with 4fymt (a 
vessel) so that I may make a last attempt to liud her 
out. Bix ihmiaand and four hundred men were emptoyed 
to emply the tank of its ]ii|iiid contents. For nine days 
and nine nights Ihey applied Iheir whulo strength to 
carry out the king^s commanih But though they 
employed Ibeif whole mighty tiot a hair-breAdth of WEitor 
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decroiiiiied. ThE tank ruinained Cult A9 e?cr. Thtj oonifee 
Ui terror fled avray Tiie vimt Iwdy of wali'r, haltiti out 
of ibe tank. Hooded the nhoala of the river Som&f, All 

I In- nn%li1iouri)i» land was drowued and the liotutat of 
the poor ryot* irure «VH|it awtiy> They fled lo distant 
laiiiht in tenr. But liirili ihd dark vrators of tliat ointiious 
Link did not duerunHe by an ineh. The onrreui of tbo 
SumAt (!e\r in a coritriiry oouree and the fiuiiniuj; flcxxt 
reach eil the very tree -tops. (LI. flO.) 

( 7 ) 

listen tij wlmt transpired naxt, to add to the 
wiiiideri of thb ivotidurritl tab. 

I'he Kaja lu^ain dreamt a dream. 

There, in (he ^reat hall, with twelve doorways, the 
kint; was sleepin;^, In Uin depth of ni;,'ht, he drontnt 
a dream, lie was halLaivakn and lialf-aabop; luid in 
that wmi-oonactntis eoiiditioti U appKiired that lie vividly 
smw his quaen shorty appoHich him atitl lake her aeat 
hy the *ti(b of the ]iJilow, on irhkh rested Uia iniuil. 
The queen spoke i -— 

O my rlear lord, LbUm U> my -sjul taJe. 1 niii [mivilTi;; 
my days in the nether WiTrld in Rn?nt sottow. 

A sound sleep in Lhi? tui5bt !;ivi*s totreHbnuuvl to thn 
soul. [ never enjoy the hbssinip* of sueh a slrvp. 

\S*linn nnwS Indiy in near its utulhcr, how happy -iho L 1 
ttow cool is a sweet mnt tn the «uiiinier and how 
tiuppy one feeU, win*!!, in a. durk naiin, Hithi oomiw 
suddenly to dbpol the dnrknt-Hsl 

Kiveeter ihiin all this b llm nuinpmy of a hnshand tn 

II If Oman t 

I have lost bii.h my tiiistakiid tiiid my ehilil. How 
TniwTuhb um I ' ( am madibni'd with I'JtB “ 


RAM KAMAU r>£Vl 


tm 

bird, desiring to brvak open thi* barA of iin I yearn 

la liroak throu:?li my present env^ininment nnd luivo my 
flliiid only? iiu>r« miiir jnj Imi^m T Howr can 1 Uva 

without him 1 

Ntjv^% luy beloved, kindly ftilljl tnv wkhei^^ ot u bieb 1 
am going to Ull yotii Build n hmiKo oti t% atdn of the is^tik 
Let the m.ihl•servant 8ua spend Lho night in time bonai^ 
wirh my chlh), immtnUy ivKhing for my relurin Ij^t 

not oven the tailor^hird. nor n fly, know of this. Evory- 
tbitig ithotihl bo rloiio secretly. Lot not the cilistenii 

have any inkling of thU. 1 will come to me thi^ obild 
in the deep iiour fi£ Iho nighl if Ihiit Is ilono. For one 
full your yoa must not shed a single drop ol tear for 
nie^ 1 will eoine overy lught and i^ucikle the ehild, 
Aft^r one full year both nf m will meet again, imd if* 
for this ime ye\r* 1 cati siicklo the cliild every nigh^ it 
wlU grow to he ru powerful as hidm, ihq gextof hoaven.'^ 

i'horc she stood before tiira* — not n whit stouter^ 
not ft wliit Ibliinvrt esaetly tt$ she vrm Iktfiim. Ilur 
complexion shone with the sume lovely grace : — the 
^um* flame^LM^loureil she woru ; the vrry oriutmeitta 
thut onoe attorned the body of thn obief queen add^d 
Ibc* sjime lasire lo her gmoeful llguro. Her flowing 

at^fi waved in the air, playing wilb her djAhe%clietl 
hair AS beforep and her nyes !>oro ihfl mild light ol 
fts befom I'ht' ftanm BWoei rnb^ — the perennial delight 
of the king^a t^ars. ^ sounded) like the musical noie of 
the cuckoo, 

I'ho Raja aivoku frejm his sleep with n stnri and liioked 
iircmml. He bail alreattv breome half-ihod for grii*f. 
But from thut day it appeariid tbat he completHy hm 
Im sanAi^i Th^ jiiti*rvii!\v wa^ in llie land of d martin 
Could it iiyer ho broiight uriihin the fan^ of v nm r 

fLl L^1S?0 
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hen the morniog dnw'zied. He pave orders to hie men 
to build a spaoions hou»e oq one side of the tanlr. The 
architects prepared strong jicels of tlie ea/.nood and the 
roof WB9 coTeml with strew of the wfw-speciea. 'fhcy built 
the house iu one day, as the order of the king was to 
h'lve it done aith the utniDat promptitade. The walls 
wore covered with fine teats and were ftf» thick that even 
a fly could not enter. There was not a pore left, through 
which an nnt could pass, iJiough it was a straw- 
hungalow. In the day-time not a streak of light could 
penctmto into the hall, npr the wind had any aoceaa 
there by night. Thus wm the liouBe made, paofced like 
It lioi, In the centre of the hall was a bedstead of ivory. 
A vatuablo mat whs spread over it, with n goodly curtain 
and a nunflwr of pillows, A fan of mica and u pitcher, 
full of water, wore placed by the side of the bed. 'ihe 
bungalow itaa furnished with all necessary things, 
re<iiiired for a sleeping rootn. In a eoracr, burnt a lamp, 
fed by butter. 

The Baja sent the nurse Suft there with the child on 
the very first night. A botcbliox was atippliei lier, 
There mis, Imsides, a supply of sondal aud swratescenu-d 
cAfm and thn iied wiu mUk-white. Many a night onme 
and passed away ; ami one day the Knju Jtiikefl the maid- 
flwrvant. *' ILwt? >‘oit, <) nurse, otistirved anything happen 
any of ths.'ie nigliH ?” The ta:dd-Borennl replied in 
slow iiciwnte, “Strange sight I sai- my lord every night, 
the quoei] o/miM-Piud stickh-s the 1 ‘liiid at lli« deep hour 
of night, '"ho figure is exautly ilie snine, not a whit 
stouter, not a whit thinner is bIihi 'I'hc sntne bright and 
lovely colour,—the same curly hair, waved by air, iho 
Kiuie orjiftJiK'uts, adorniu!' iiot [u'rson, and the samo 
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fiiune’-ooloured aadi ivhic'h ihv used ta wear. She spends 
tbe whole nighi with the child nnd suckles it. It is 
ihe, 1 wlemiily avow to you, my liwd,—your wife, our 
emctouB queen, nnd none other. The doom ere bolted, 
the windows are shut. tti the tnorning she goes 
Awsy. Strange ntid tnyslerious arc her appeAranoe and 
disappearance, t (tannot Rod out how slia comes and 
goes. (LI. 


( y ) 

The Eaja, who had hijen known for his wisdom, Acted 
foolishly that day, Jti? nskei) the nurse to oouu.' to the 
new liouse w'ith the child thj't day before nightfall. 
Only a day had riutiaiiied tu complete the year and the 
Raja missed a grmit opportunity, losing fats patienoe for 
' that one day, 

In a golden bor wen* preserved hotels, scented oyur'u, 
and sandal, Tlie nurse came Ic the room with the 
child, rather early that day. She shut iiU the windowa 
and doors. On the hi'd she slept with the baby. 

In the mhtmght the ttaja did not dud any peace of 
mind. lie had not a wink of sleep that night. Slowly 
did be oume out of hm great hall and wandered about 
till! side of the tank. The moon and tliL- stars glaaoed at 
him from the sky. tie slowly approauhml the new 
iiungalow. TIuti' he saw flower-plants, standing still 
with their :^ofl‘]njtnlh!d frcajure and not gaily playing with 
the (ur, I'uople ail around ware merged in deep sleep. 
The oitixeus slept aoutully in that va-st town, but its lord 
hud no sleop in his eyes, lie lajmoansd his lot, wrtiking to 
and fro like a mad man. 

The cuckoo suddenty sent a shriek through the sky 
and Left its nest. At tliat hour the Jluja lost his 
senw. (LI. t>22,) 
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Wbo ever Auw u atone a.t the top of a mauntaUi, which 
could iUaminnW, by ib hrUtuuice, aU thd lourtoou rogiina 
of this imivuiBO ? Who over saw a Ufupi so bright, 
thfct , lighted in one haune, it oould ilbpt'l the darkuase of 
all the houaas in the world ? The b that brillbnt 
stone aud that great bmp. lie, the Lord of the da^, 
bathed in the Eastern Sea end found e cheriuL reader for 
him. He would presently ascend the charioc and begin 
his jourcuy through tbe world. Thu horses of that 
chariot were miik'White and their wings were dre-red. 
Ttie spiwd of the hor»e.*i sur|UMSed that of the winds. 
So quick it was that they could scarcely bo soon. The 
palaces of the great luminary wore made of rnica^ which 
sparkled Like Art*. The god of the day was almut to 
ascend his chariut—he was going LO jneci his consort, 
the Dawn. 

At that hour oE junction of thty and night, the liuja 
stood at the gate of the new hou'^ with his hair louse 
and wild, lie cried hoiirHuly, “0 niiraa, open tbe door and 
show me hut ciicc my queun.” AI the suimd of his 
foci-fitep, the queen herself came out, optincd the door and 
stood before him. 

my life 1"—muro tbe king could not say hutuiiuped 
tbe queen to his brunst. 


TAf QtiaeiK 

O my helored, O my king I Allow rm; to depart and 
leave my hands. The period of my curse is over I 
niust go hack ti> the ahcjde of the gods, from where I 
came," 

Saying so, the queen freed heri«lf from his embmee 
and disappeared. The Raja, when he rcea from hb 
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At u par. fauad n frA^inonl af hur (lama-coloured 00 ^ in his 
biuid,—this irai torn iti his attempta to keep her. 

Adhar Chiaid, tlie pot>U » aorry and lATnente thus 
“TVhy. Ob Jlaja, did you becotiie impntiaut ? Else, yom 
BOD, the priuce would havo Iwen as powerful m Indra, 
(he God of facaran/' (LI, 1-22.) 


Till Kxi}. 
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PREFACE. 


“The advennux>u» Ufo of a young dacojt *' was cnllectad 
by Babu Buhuii IjiI Ray from Mymcnafng^ and «ont to 
nw* on the 22nd of Septomber, 1025. Tha ballad 1* 
called '• Jtaniktarft ” in Mwne loealitioK, after tlio name of 
ita heroine, Babu Bchari 1*1 Ray wrote to mo Ibat 
be Itwt infliiito palna to (‘ollect R from differeat places 
of (ha dialrict. It U complete in three parte, of which 
the liref, part only was secured by Jitm. “The remaining 
two parts," wrote Itebari Lai on the 22nd of September, 
1030, "will take some time to colleot, as it will inTolre 
joiinicyx nf n difikult nature; for the roinstrels who 
know it live in widely distant localities/' Two days 
after, on the 25th of Septemher, Rebari Lsl died of 
failure of bemt all on a sudden. Ee had been sulTering 
for a long time from chronic fevor, and the task (o 
whii-U the Univorsity appointed him recimrcd him 
to tour in tiiihealiby pluce^ of mofmwiJ ui hk very 
delicate state of health. Tie died in tmmetss, as it iverc. 
hnrin" u orkod till the last clay of his life in iho cause 
of Ihw pi:iiJrctiun uf old Qtftigall Ijallads. 

it [» very doubtful if the remninmg parts of tiiis luil)*i d 
will fver be collucted in future, i do nnt know from 
what rilbges Rchari Lai had onlkoted the Rnt part. I 
expected that, an usual, be would furnish tuc with suub in¬ 
formation, Inter on. But there is no means, now aTnilnhlo^ 
to ascertain iho tocalitii^ whoro this liolbd is sung. I 
will, u( cnurMi, (ry my bi«t tu wtllect tbit retiininlng parts. 

1'ltis btllod dooH not seoni to be a vary old one, 
'I houct b jr 4v»mpr°ied in a co]lni[iunl laiiKuairr, spukcu bv 
th' rustics of the bacWwnrd villages of Eastern Hengal, 
and there h no attempt at embellMing it by fellcitoui 
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elaasii^l words, ^et Uio rhyme to be more rogulsr 

than that of our earlier lalletli*. The words here are 
rugged and coarse, befitting the ii I iterate peasantry ot 
Eastern Bengal; Hm the liuo^t conform U> the rt^gular 
caeeunkand pauses of the Pa^&r metre, though they do not 
alWBve follow the oauoti of lA letters a iine. Thu classic 
influenue had rencboil the madses at the timu of the 
composition of thw Iwllacl so Far as to produce a rough 
impression of the developed friyar-metre on the rujtio 
poet,—which accounts for the aomuwbat crude regularitj 
of its measured metrical sound. But the lialUid was 
composed certainly Iwfore the advent of the English. 
‘I'hero is no indipaiion of Hiiy Eiiroiieati infloariL'c in it and 
no trace of wesiern ideas in the desoripcion of village-life. 
Trade was carried on, r«t ihu timu, Ldiiefty by a systurn of 
barter and we find the currency of a very large num her 
of ootonVs in ordinary iransactions of life, A ferry-boat, 
for Insfcant'e, sometimes charged as much ns l2iHhO 
from each pasewngor, which shows icaaty or no use of 
coins in those days in our villages iCanto 1, ItL HT-Ut), 
t'hla state of things oxiated litiforw the couniry pulsed 
into the hands of the BHli-th. The villages of Bengal 
and her rivum, in tlioso days, were haunted by gangs 
and the paesengers L'arcd the pirntes) mure than Ihe 
wild slorin that nigoJ in the wators of the drt.‘aded 
Brahmaputra. All this lake^ ns to the declining days 
of the Mulmmmndatt rule, when the Tmiierin] jKiwer was 
not adciiuate tn cope with the revelling chiufs or oven the 
marauding sangs, who oppressed the people, unchooked 
and ft.iule.is. This lialliid composed not Inter than 
the middle of the 18th ccitliiry, 

Womeo of tluu» dayn were sometimes oxpert archers ; 
nay, they even leArttb wrestling and other masculinr 
games—a fact which we find proved not only by 
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evidencfls of the ballads but aUu from TaHoos other 
eircumsttuujes, "Wc baT© found in the hallad ot PeroB 
Kban how Sahhina fought In the fiidd of Kella Tsapur 
jt g»ir>w t the Imperial Army in the I7th century. 

There are very many other curious fads on wliich 
the liftllad throws tight. The mode of operolioti of the 
robbers,— how they kilted limoc«*ut wayfoters,—Low, 
with the help of lopos. tied secretly to the ferry-boats^ 
they niiidb escapes with their booty after the boats wore 
mode to capsise in the big rivora with pnssetigere and 
how the booty was buried imderg round .— all thuae are 
TiTidly drawn in interesting sketches. 

W© have found uames of two poets in the coloplions 
of the ballrids— pit., Amir and Jamait Ulla, Both of 
tiled write in the same strain and (t is difSeult to find 
any special feature by which the compoaition of the 
one may be distinguished from that of the otitor. By 
far the greater porttou of the ballad is thu oatopoaitloii of 
Jumait Ulla, and Amir has so wonderfully adapted hi^ 
composition to the style of Iho clber poet tliai the ballad, 
as a whole, shows a compactness and homogeneity in *tyle 
and diction. I aw at timis ted to bolievo that Amir is 
the n ama of the minstrel, who sing the ballad at one time. 
We find it on occasiuna ibal the rhapeodista sometimes put 
their names in tbecolophon ctsimmg ihtj dignity of author* 
ship. It is rather diffiaalt to say anything definite on the 
point, until we got aome wore recenaious of the baJlad. 

The chiof eieellonco of this bolbd does not lie in its 
poetry, though occneionally we meat with paasogw of 
muoh ingenuity; nor i# the ballad noted for any 
dranutUo quality. It is more tike a namitiTe, giring 
details of the life of eome of ito chief oharaetars,—the 
main oomplimant |»ing duo to the graphic domestic and 
social sketches with which the ballad nhounas. Though 
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the ftcoountB of particular oplsodes arc lojif. they are not 
weariaomB or rerboe®, no that theiro b a eustajuBd [niereat. 
preserved from the iM^inuin^ to the end. The poeU 
display a good deni of humour In many pasaa^tt. The 
portraiture of the phynicten Tiuknri (Canto IV, U- 
B0-9C) in drawn with connidemblB skill. The (|uaiQtuean 
of the country-dialect, with its pointed and forcible words, 
eometimea Targing on the elen^, girea to the dgure of the 
vUiagt'-c|uBok an ntnuning interent, hardly conveyotl in 
roy traoslatiOD. The tnuch*yiiuntcd eMoacy of the thri'w 
pills, one blue, one rod and one white,—the in^edleata 
with which they are to be swallowed, the phyBicinn'a 
db^osui and the almost irnmediato failure of his 
prognostications are meant to hold the phyaioioos os a 
ctaas up to ridicule During the Muhammadatt ttmea, 
alt references to phyaioiaos iti our literature arc uagracioua 
and even acrtmonioua. I do not kaour how to account for 
this eareastio treatment of phyeioiana as a ctasw. In the 
Cliftitaoya Bhagavata, written towards the and of the I6th 
century. Cbaitanya Dora is ropreseoted as aatlruing the 
phrsioioD Mururi Gupta over hie knowledge ol drug* and 
pills, though the latter was n profound scholar. Karikankan 
about this time gives a sketch of physicians wbich u far 
from oomplimeDtary, HU great European oontemporaryi 
Bacon, wrote in bb eiisays, ** Physicians ouro dUeaaee 
as the sailors bring wind by whbtiing.*' The thing 
b that in good old days the country people-belisTod 
mom in the rules of diet and habit for presarviug their 
robust bralth than in the physician and in his patents. 
In the present case, the use of tamarind no a sequel to 
swallowing pills prescribed by the physician is signiftoant. 
It suggests the tsonclusion that the villagc-dootor often 
used poisonous drugs and it Is well-known that tamarind 
b an antidote to poison, Thu village-people would not 
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w»it pationtlj for their core for a reasotiabto time. Whoo 
they paid isamethini^ to the doctor, thaj wanted inflUut' 
taneoun cure. I t(iiow a phyafi'jan, who wiu once aiwauited 
by the illEtarate relatioaii of a patient iti & ilnteot riUuite 
of Tipperah, becatiec hs had taken a rup€Hi hut could 
not effect t!)« roiumiou of ferer io three daye. On my 
tiakin^ how hit predecejr.'tor in the profe^ion wee 90 
popular with (lie rillo^e'folk, the phvMiohn eaid, **He 
woe a <)iuu’k, Htr. Headed AieA (poieonouiidru^}^ 

Ibo rwult of which waa im mediate reniiseion of forer. 
In order to preveDt the paiiect'e temperature coming- 
down 10 a nub-normal point or hb nucoumhtng to the effect 
of poiHon, tamarind and other antidotee wem preBcribcd. 
If the patient died in npite of them, tha good name of the 
phyatcian aEitl remained intact. The filiate-people would 
say that the Ueatruent weenlJ riglit, that the doctor caiieed 
a reinbaion of ferer hy hb potent drug, but tiuit the fellow 
diod of ahoer weakness, ok Uo trns destined fo dtc. These 
villsgwii do not require a physician, elr, they want quacks." 

The poet Jainail CTlla sotnutimes atma hb humorous 
attack at sorne vulnorabte pointi of Bindu rituals with 
considerable effect (Canto VI, LI, 34-30), 

The loTo-iceiie [ntroduoed In Canto V (LI, 3G-108) 
braathee an air of rigorous o<ountiy>spirit and freedom 
without showing any trait of undignified ooqtiotry or 
tack of feminine modesty in the heroine. Life, in the 
lower stratum of society in Bengal is eTcn now soine- 
times bealthbr than in the tipper grades. This will 
be evident from inniiy passages of the ballnde. The 
characters are bold, natural tind full uf the vigour uf 
life, 'niere b of coiitho wickedneas muipant in the 
inoidcuta of the story ; the hero himself is a notorious 
robber^ctaief and the heroine, too, so far as we can 
guess from this part of the ballad, is one of hb 
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accessories, WTule tAkiog recourse to ■tretAgcnui 
and maawuvree for achieving wicked ends or engaged 
in a piece of daring and downright robbery, Kaon 
and Vashu aro u&daitntod ligures, witose actlooa are 
oharacteriaod by a aupenbundaneu of maaculino 
energy, un tram me I led by any heavtancy or vraTCring. 
ManiktanVe character is juat rising into prominence in 
thLn part, indicating the future achievemont of Bonio superb 
point of eiory; but wo hava not ynt secured Eiialorial 
to s#o iu flowering point. Aa the ballad ia atwneliraea 
called by the name of SLiDiktarS, wa believe that the 
heroine out a prominent figure towards the and. 

Wliilo the accounts of rillainoua dHods, perpotrAted 
by the hero and hie onlleaguos become eiokenittg to a 
degree, the character of Taihn** mother, akotehed in a 
few lines, redeema the atmuaphere and shows what 
spirilua) grace and inorol appreSicnsioiw adorn the 
character of our uoun try-wo men. Vushu was dt«rer to har 
than life; yet when she he^ird of hU wicked adventure, 
she eighed and said that it would hare given her a 
greater relief to behold the oorpae of her son than 
to see him turn a robber (Canto 1. U. 7i-72), Her 
great grief at the dlsoovery of her son's villainy bloated 
her life and she died of a broken heart. 

This ballad fa'ut uiBny points in common with a 
mixlern roroanco, though its authors were thoroughly 
illiterate and belonged to au age vhen mmantio 
oarrativm of this kind were nut generally composed. 

This ballad is completo in 032 lines. 1 have divided 
it into tan cantos. 
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The Advetituroiu Life of a Young Dacoit. 

in 

DiMCt to tho MorlJi from here is o river. But ‘river 
ia a poor name for this vast reservoir of water—looking 
like seven (mythical) seas, blended together. This vast 
sheet of water is called the firahtnaputra It seems as if 
a Brahmiidaitya (the fabled goblin) roar* night and day 
from the bottom of tbo river. Bow grund is the river 
to behold I 

One may »ee its bank from tho but the 

other bank ie beyond the tango of human ken. It reoms 
that the river has one boundary-line, but has none to 
indicate the other side. 

When storm blows over it, the ordinary boatman dares 
not steer his boat across tho river. The waves, high aa 
house-tops, fail and break, foaming furiously. 

The little tailor-birds leave their neats and aoream 
over it, struck with fear. Many a tree is olserved 
drMting down the stream, drifting towards the eastern 
hills. 

But this lurbutent temper » sol at rest, wheti no 
storm blows over the stream. Tlien one may nee it 
running a 4 uiel eouree, witliout sound,—smoothly flowing 
from bend to bend—whan throueb transparMifc water 
the bcmtmoi) and roweta are seen merrily plying their 
bo,ats and pinnaces. When the air is stiii, the river baa 
scarcely a ripple on ite surface but looks plain liko a 
flat can. 

On the hunk of the river i» a landing-place named 
OuuJeT’gha!^ and close to this, there is a mart, kuowii 
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as tlia Gather-hdi, liel J rngularijr tbrica a week. Tbo 
nuu-t {b a flaunahing on«, aatir with brisk traffic. Peopfa 
ererf day Bsstjmbled then?, having crossud tha river 
by the help of forry<-bDat.i. They come to the mart in 
the morolug, hired o house fur the day and after making 
purchnees, cooked their meals and poescd the night in the 
house and departed tiio next inoruing, IluiidriMla of such 
rmy^boats an'* smaU fishing canoe-shaped Teseele might 
be seen day and night, carryiog men to the mart. 

These IxMtnieti are reckleaidj bold-—they do not care 
a tig for Sturm or wind. Wtien tiiu river is furious, they 
face it tike bold soldierB and when, as iil luek would have 
it, their boats eepsixe, tSiey do not fear at ait to lueot with 
a watery grare. 

They charge hearily from passengers. Henpa of 
eOiWries—regular hills of them—the possengem have to 
pay to the boatmen, in return for the risky werrioe, 
renderod by the latter, namely, carrying them aoroes the 
river. 1 will cnlculate the chju'ge in detail. One poa u 
e<)u&l to 80 coteriet, and a kahan is {H|u^ U» 10 pata, A. 
passenger is required to pay iO Itahfuit (12,800 cowries) 
per trip. Even after this heavy charge is met, their tivea 
are not secure in the hoate. Some are carried safe to the 
ether bank of Sherpur by the graoe of God, but itistances 
are net few when paaseugers get drowned. From Ganjer^ 
hat to Sherpur, ae already atatcd, the ferry-charge is 
10 kaAa»«. Hence this port of tlie river ie called 
JDath akahatlid . 

The ferry-boata have also othur dangers to face. 
Thieves often rob the passengers of their money and 
Jewels, and before they itaM reach Sherpur, they we 
sometimes cruelly murdered by wicked gangs. Among 
these boatmen, however, all are not dishonest; but many 
of them foci no scruple whataoever in liiruatlng their 
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knivM into ths brSAatji'of ptroplfi and feiziDg llieir property, 
eren in broad dAjfligliL. Somettinea tboj forcibly pltuider 
aU jcwelfl juid other raluables of the pasjwngera; they 
take them to the very heart of »cme dark and ahady 
jaiifle, and leave their poor viotims there, all naked and 
in abject forlomneev. Sometimea tbeee dacoite cut the 
tbroata of these people by sharp swords, sometitnaa 
they rend their skulls by etrokea of axe and fling their 
body into the river, binding' them, hand and foot, vitb 
ropes. They seise the valuables and ornamanta from the 
persons of their victims and loot their property by break* 
ing open their trunks aud hnaketa, dJl these are duly 
made ever tu the leitdrr of the gang, (LI. 1-hfi.) 

( 2 ) 

Close to the (^nj«r-hht Jived a liarlxT, named Viahu, 
who had, at one time, punued the avoeatiou of a boatman. 
He bad his wife and tVve children. So poor was he that 
be bad not a cowrie in hia hand, to provide bit family 
with food ami niimmiU. He oould not secure a bun d le of 
straw for repairing the roof of ills little house or wooden 
posts for filing lh« tiiatch*walls. 

Vishu, in hii distress, hud no other resource, left to 
him, than to iive by begging. But even thoiigb hie wife, 
too, became a iti^gar, their joint aamings were quite 
inadequate. Of thr fire sons. Tashu was the ddaat, 
aged twelve, but hu bad not yet learnt any trade. Then 
came disaster ujion diaastor on the poor family. Utoseocmd 
son Kusbal unfortunately gotdrawaed in Ilia Brahmaputra, 
The third l>Ashii was one day carriad off by a orocodii^ 
from near the laiiding*glia(.. The fourth one, in his 
attempt to olimb a tree, fell down on the earth and died 
of a mortal wound that hti had got by his fislt The 
youngest sufforsd long from infantile diseases, till he. 
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too, ira? finally relieved of ell trouble by the hand* 
of death. 

Yiihu became almost blind willi tears. Many a time 
he blamed biii Maker for creatm^ him and found fault 
widi Ii[« (llapensation. 

Y’du have made me a poor wretch without a cowria 
in my hand. We starve for WAntof diet—whioh no doubt 
you can aee, You were gracious enough to grant me a 
valued treasure in my children. When the five ohildren 
would talk, their merry voices would make me forget^ 
for the time, the stings and angnishet; of poverty. Now 
aU the lights you have put out, save only one. I do not 
know wheti that one,also, you will takeaway. Thuyasliu 
of mine is the only lamp of the house. If this, too, le 
blown out, it will be ell over with me. 

" Aloa, thou cruel 8porter, why dost thou play with 
hdioan heart in this mauuer? If thou gavest them 
out of thy grace, why hast thou taken them away agelu ? 
Thou hast no regard for the feelinga of the old parents. 
I cannot bear my grief. Why dost not thou, O God* 
t&ke me away from this W'orld, to heal my brubed heart 
for ever ? " 

Often would he sit on the Innk of the river and 
lament in titU way. Ho became so absorbed In grief 
that he forgot that it woa a ireacheroiu bank, whiob, 
yiekUng to the force of the under'ourrent, wauld BOnie> 
times crumble down unwoies : and one day while thus 
gruving, the ground beneath bis feet gave way 
and fell into the bosom of the river with a 
violent crash. 'I'fae boatman VLshu woa drowned in 
this way. 

Losing her husband after all the bereavemonta ahe 
had: already suSered, Vishu's wife became aimoet insane 
with grief. 


THE ADVBNTI* ROtJS UPB OP A YO!m(J DACOIT liS 


"All the grim sufferings of pOTcrtjf I liorc with 
pntitincf!, picking up strength ni the light of my hu»lHiiiid. 
f have now lost him, too. I will hang tn^elf on a 
tree in yonder jungle and put on end to nl) UiU tnticrr. 
ff I cannot hang myself, iliere i» the ooo! Iiruaal of the 
river, where I will And rest, as ttiy huihnnd Inis rlotio/' 

Grittviiig ill the ahoro maimer, film lefl her home and 
went towards Uio neighbouring forest. Vashii. at this (ime, 
tadled “ mamma " from behind. She turned her eye® back 
and saw the Wely faoo of her mn. The sight fllhri tier 
heart with alTection. She forgot the great IwreaTement 
and also that she had nothing to eat at hnme. Amir, 
the poet, says, **Why should you now giro up your 
life? Return, O mother, to your cot nr»d wipe iiwny 
your tears.*’ 

The widow, with her young son, begged from door 
to door, and kind'^beorled men doled away amall gifts 
in charity. She did not leave her cat, nor her little 
son. Like a biid. batoblrtg its young one iiudar its wings, 
she attended to her charge with utmost derotlon. 

(LI. 1^8.) 

( 3 ) 

Near her little oot lived fishermen and Kochas. She 
bad no kinsman, no relation, in the neigblmurhond, JTo 
poTonte had she, nor any iwothei, under whme roof she 
might expect t« live for a few days. 

One, who is deprived of all help from outaidr, re¬ 
ceives lielp from miexpcctvd *)uartHr*i. From among 
the Kochas, a woman, whom people called Kami’s 
mother, came forward, full of ctimpasiiion at hot dis¬ 
tress. Vashu's mother and Kanu’e molJier hecaniD 
bound in fast friendship. Kaiju's mothor oonsidured 
this friendship a!* god-send to her. Kanu and Va.>ihu 
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«r6rt» nearly of the same age, Kanu being older by three 
years only. Kanu had stepped into hts tsrentieth year} 
atreokfi of thin mouHtache had juat appeated ou bia 
chin, ne becnttie now Vaaha'e guide and friend in all 
matters, leading him sometimes to evil ways, Yaahu'a 
mother tried to dissuade him, but be heeded aot bis 
motheradvice. 

ObligiHt as she was to Sanu's mother fer pecuniary 
help, rendered uow and then, she could not too strongly 
insist on her son’e diHsolving all oonaeotioiii with Kanu. 

The heart of Eanu’s mother was full of kindaesa 
(or her friend, and V'oshu'fl mother know this very well. 

She prupareil ill most every day -some dainty dishes 
to entertain Vjtshu’s moUier, Seldom did she visit her 
friend when in her towel she did not tie some pulses or 
rice for her, nor brought a Utile cup filled with oil. Fresh 
hrinjale, chiUiis and fruits of garden—she brought every 
now and itieo and presented to Vasbu's mother. Behind 
her houHo were brgo posture.s where she lUMfd to milk the 
bufTiiloos nnd this she stored in bamboO'Cups and brought 
to Yaehu’s mother aa her liftlv gift from day to day. 

Vashu's mother, however, did not sit idle, relying 
on her frieud’s help, but worked oa beat u she oould. 
She epvui threrid for the notH of fishermen and huaked 
rici'; this sJie did not vonaidvr Iwiieath her dignity, 
though eaructl only n little by thsse stray oceupa- 
lions. Borne) Un*^ alie got a quantity of riuc-dusi and 
at otliere vome small dshe«i Uy her own lalmur, 

Sloe speiit her days in )hls way, feeding iiersolf 
all lUe tvhilo ivith thn luqic that her olitld Vashu 
would soon grow into manhood and relievu her of ell 
her stiileriiig-* “Then will our wants be removed and 
we ehall once more Ix' tl]e4^Aod with prosperity and 
happiDOSti/' thus did ahe think within herself. 
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Noir Vnebu bflCAine a strong !ad of tirenljr, Hu 
ileli^ljiad in nporis^ jumped and played in the village' 
paths and woods like a wild horw, Kaiiu^ the Koeh, 
beocuno hia ywri* and Yaahu, the liarber, became Ivanti's 
worthy dUciple. They two wore utterly rockli^a and 
feared not men or IwBStH. They walked nliout, twisting 
their moustnobe in truly gallant tasluon. 

Behind Vaabu'i cot there were eorae fig-trees. The 
people of the locality sold that thi?ao trees were batinted 
and hence no one daivd enter the wood land at night for 
fear of being molestod by ghosts. 

One midnight when ThsIiu'b motliw was enjoying 
s sound sleep, she hecnme suddenly disturbed by a voice 
which awoke Uer from steep. 

“Arise, O Vasbu’a mother, and look at the sky. 
You consider that y<mr cot is very secure with its 
wooden post# and thittcbes. Not at alL If the storm 
comes, those will be shattered in no time and yotir cot 
will be swept away from the earlh, leaving no trace of 
its existence. Then. O Vosbu's motbar, where will you 
put your bead and Qod a refuge?'* 

The barber-woman bGcnmo frightened. Slie caught 
hold of her a1i>eping non tind held turn tightly in her 
arms. Then gattaering a little courage, sbe addresaod 
the voice, which she heltevrid to Iw a ghost's and snid _ 

“In this depth of night you are catling mo from 
hebind this house. Who may you he ? If my <xit ja 
to be swept away by injolemeut winds, what can I do 
to prevent it? How can I resist my ill-luck? God 
has mken away my children, otic by one, and I know 
not if more ovJts are In store for me. But h it worthv 
on your part to joke with a woman in her distrvas, living 
in this Bbatlered cot ? " 
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But, aunt, why lihoiild you be angry with ma ? 
You lieein not to bare known me. Your cioo Vaahu 
call* toe Kanu Unda. I am his companion and friend 
and my mother, too, hiu; been t»onnd fast in solemn 
ties of friendiilijp with you. I expect you to regard me 
as your son. Why nhonld you be angry with one, who 
knows and nspacte you aji his mother ? 1 have got 
some Work to do at this dead hour of night. Many ripe 
fruits are there in tho woody>land. I hare coma to 
take Veehu with me to gather those and eat them at 
ease together. Do not fear, aunt. Just took at the eky, 
the wind ha* blown away Oie storm ihnt bad (Hied 
the sky n littLs before the black clouds, that had 
darkcTied the atmosphere,—have uU gone away and left 
the sky bright and clear. House Vashu, Oh dear aunt, 
from his sleep and let him accompany me,” 

The bfttljer-womjin was ashamed of her cnnduot 
and regretted having- used rude words to her friend’s son. 
She changed her tone and :^id in an apologetic Toice, 
” Huw could I know, dear Knnu, tlmt you wore seated 
ojt that haiinted tree 1 was slccpinn and was in a 
semi'cansoious state, when I spoke unkind words to you. 
Do not, dear Kanu, lake nifenco, and you must also 
excttso Tno for not complying with your request. I 
cannot allow Yashu to go out of the house at this 
hour nf midnight. You know that Vashu is to me 
whAt the prop b to a blind man. Ho b dearer far 
than a rih of my britasl. While 1 walk in the village- 
pat lis, it is his lovely face whtoh I iii!cullpi;t and Ihus do 1 
ijalhcr strength to boar ihti hard Jot of dny-tiine. In 
tiitr night lie is my treasure, and I oannot apare him 
for ji moment. Como in the morn rug and I will 
allow him tii go with yon whirrever you may ivish 
to Utko him," 
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TtYhen she Tras speaking, Vasu wa* roiiKed from 
hu aloep by bla mother's voice. He sakl to his inother, 
“With whom, mother, at<T yon talking in this lonely 
hour of midtughl ?" 

Mother, 

*• Kadu has come ; be has cdunbed up that hauatod 
tig-tiee And is tnlking from thi^re.” 

At these words of his mother, Vsshu at once sprang 
up from Ills bed and opening the door of his hut, tuii 
towards Sinu and soon orertook him; and liaving 
embraced Kanu, he asked him in all eagerumis, “ Why, 
brother, what is the reason that has made you visit this 
house of ours at night 7 " 

Kanu replied, “ I came to take you with me, but 
your mother is not willing to part with you. There is 
the difficulty.*' 

Vashii said, *’ iJon’i, brother Kanu, worry yourself 
about tltat, t am presently going with you aud what 
you have got to eat I will share with you." 

He said to his mother, "Arise, motlier, shut the 
door. A brother is going with his brother. Why should 
there be any foolish anxiety over this 7 '* 

Vashu left home with Kanu. Vashu’s t*iother 
spent the remaining houm of the night in 
anxiety. 

Struck with fear and anxiety, she lantonted. thus; 

" You come to this oot, Oh cruet boy, like an enemy 
to stoal away the poaco of roy mmd ! Your face is my 
ont)' coiuolatiou. I hido you like a Creasura in my breast, 
but, footUh lad, you have Ircotod me like a hesast or 
a savage and oast mo away witlmut any reapoot for 
my feeling." “ Ob Sylvan deity, I prey unto you. keep 
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my boy safe and seoiire. 1 will worship you with friod 
oat, mobasos and rfwf. My prayor to you. Oh Goddess 
Subacbani, U to keep my Iwy safe and 1 will womhip 
you with betel and bstel-ntita." 

Just at that moment an owl screaTnod from an adja¬ 
cent tree-top- VashuV mother, in all baate, prayed the 
bird to stop its ominous moping, “ 1 will mast a Bodt- 
bah tor you, Ob blaok owl. and also bum a #4o^^flsb to 
offer you, if, through your grace, he, the treasure of my 
heart, returns home all hale and hearty/' 

Vfisbii's mother wept all night, lamenting in this 
strain, X have oo adequate words to describe her grief. 
It was when (ho raven caweit from the house-top, 
iadicaiing the advent of moro that her eyes (dosed, 
yielding U> the iuJluonoe of sleep, (LL l-'lOO.) 

(4) 

Walking to a considerable distance, Kanu lat under 
a tree and dL^alosed his object to Vnohn, 

Ton know the old Brahmin and his aged wife, 
who liTe in a hired house on yonder rirer-bank. They 
are going (o cross the river and go to the other bank 
before it daw its. I shall have to miry them thither 
in the ferry-boat belonging to Sona. the boatman. 
You must So my (tompanion in my trip; so hurry up, 
lad, lest the night should pass away,” 

Va$hu .—Why should Bonn, the boat man» make 
over tbe oharge of hla boat to you ? The hire he murht 
enjoy himself V Why should he give up bis ihare ? " 
fane.—" Ob dear boy, you do not know, for these 
four or five days Sona Majhi bns teen down with fever; 
for another four or five daya, his boat-hooks will remain 
fixed to the ground, as there is none to ply It. 


TIIK ADV ENTT7E0US LIFE OF A YOUKQ DACOIT «Sl 


“Now hear tny plan. I will carry tho'Oild Brahmin* 
couple in the boat, and ecmehow the boat will capeizo 
near the treacheroui* aanda of the Hrer at Ganjer hit^ 
1 had a peep into hut gold mohnre, Dmnments and 
other valuables last evenlDg. They are indeed a 
(empting sight.” 

Fiuha. —** l}ut» brotber» it i% all rig^t; when the 
boat irlU capsize we two i^igethor, with all the raiuablea, 
wilt got drowned, os weth in the ]nid*rirer The 
sands an* treacherous there ; no ont» ran escape from 
them, if one gets plunged. Hon' will you saTe the 
Ihings and bow will our livea hi< AarLd ? " 

Kanu ^—“ Do not worry yoursutf over that. I hare 
thought orer th(> problem and hit upon a soliitioii. I 
went to the fishurmatt Sambbu this ereoing and procured 
a strong rope from him. One end ol the rope will be 
hied to the trunk of a $tma/-treo on the hank and 
tho other end will be tlxed to a raft mnde of banana* 
plants, r will loosen the ropo in the middle and the 
raft will float bchiad our boat nt tome distance with¬ 
out attraeiing noticu. When tve shnil hare done our 
work, we will return home by means of the raft. We 
will plunder the jcurellery and o4ltar things and with 
them plunge into the riTer, after having hrokeu open 
the lower planks of the boat with an axu. The old 
Bmlimin will verily shake his board like n goat, 
while bidding adieu to the earth. In tho ineanti ne, 
we will drag the rope of the raft, so that in no 
time we shall be ahh; to reach the hank. When the 
old woman and f.1U‘ still otdar tnHii will breathe their 
Iwt, who will bo left there to help the dot.i>otiaa of 
our deed P I will return the rope to Sanilihu tO'Uiorrow, 
Well 1 there will end all matters and there will 1 m none 
to whisper the grim tale of the flight, 
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** The roucb desirod-f^r propOTty if* -mil makf oTer 
to OUT mothers; »)id tb«Ti, dear Kuna, we ahall, hn placed 
far aliove want^ and marry I wo fairies * '* 

Vm!iu and Kanu, in n. drm atikudo, left for Qaajer 
ghAt., detenniiwd to carry out the plan. They led the 
Bmhtnin-conpte to the honk of the Bmbmaputro. 
■Whatever they had planned, they carried out fearliisMly. 
The tragedy wae duly enacted and then iboy return^ 
home with the booty on the raft, Ining dragged to the 
bank by meana of the rope. 

When they returned home, juat at that moment 
Tulturee shrieked overhead, ravens oroaked and other 
birds and baaeu prooiaimod by their con faced ertos the 
advent of the morning. 

Tashtt knockied at the door nnd called out, Oh 
mother, awake; Dawn's light just peeping in. Haw 
long will you sleep ? Now our misery is at an end; 
just come and ace what 1 have got. You may now 
live nt perfect ease. No more, mamma, wilt you have 
to shed tear^, for bavirtg no food in the house for 
your ton, Your days of tears nud sorrow are over." 

The mother, startled at her son's voice, rose from 
her bed and opened the door. In the meantime Vasbu 
took the loud from bis lieod and handed it ever to his 
motluvr, Vnshu's mother said, Wliat ia it that you 
have got f The contents, if they are food, cannot laat 
for many days, Elnw Is it that you are vaunting about 
this small ImskeE so much ? ” Vaabii replied, *' It is 
tio ftwd, lunmmii; open Lho basket mid that in it 
are stored things, wiiicli will supply u* with food 
long as ws livi-," 'J'he old W'Oiuan wunderingly opened 
the luakt'i and uns astOTiisluHl to find the whole huitse, 
Ulutninalcd, nx it were, by the riches contained in it. 
Tlie sigiiL struck bor with surprise. Tliera in the basket 
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were a numbor of Sethan (uoso-onmniente),/*««**<« 
(ew-riDgs) and Ttu-ioas other oiMinente of fjowor and 
fmit patterns, inlaid with precicma stona*. There 
yaf p some preoioiM necklaces, hcnd-orcarnenta, heautifnl 
gold'floweis for ears, also braoeleta, lockets and garluda, 
strofig with gold-flowers. There were nice pbs and 
noBB-omamentf, studded with pearls and diamonds. 
In one corner were observed about a hundred golden 
amnlete and other ornaments of varioiiB pattema. There 
were, besides, beits with gold and direr pendants and 
beautiful for feet. Besides these, there were a 

large number of gold coins of the days of old eraperors, 
bars of gold and diver of various sixes and golden 
onps and hair-tmmbs of roics, of whioh the handles were 
solid gold. In a bundle tav valuable flame-coloured 
Sa4itt which only ladies of the highest ranks wore. 

Tashu’a mother was wonder-struck, and, with gaping 
mouth, looked at her eon and said, « What are ail these 
things? How could you secure this property of a 
monarch ? " 

Then did Tsdm relate the whole story from the 
beginning to the end. and as she heard^it, Vashu's motner 
began to treillhlo in fear. She said in a sad tone, 
■* What is it, Vashu, that you have done? You have 
killed a Brahmin, and know fat certain that the cume 
that osme out of his Ups at the moment of his death 
wfli blast away all our future happiness. The lamp 
of our house will burn no more. There will be no 
ohildren horn In a bouw), coined by a Brahmin, to light 
the evening lamp- If you were dead just after your 
birth, it would haTW been much better tor me than to 
«ee you turn a robber. I sincerely wish now that 
you he drowned. Tour death will indeed give me 

some relief.'^ 

30 
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She began to shod iuoesaont tear), In the meantims 
Vaaliu took Care to bury the treuiuro under grouad. For 
tho whflla day Vashti*« mother did not oat a aingle 
mDreel of food, and, tn great anger, did not spenk to her 
*oii. When it dan-ued, her eyoa appeared nbnonnaUy 
dull, sunk iu their aocketa ; and a foTer aei]t(!d her, 
tnflkti.g her body dark an nhnwoii!. For (it® or six days, 
she remained in her bed without any food and without 
speaking a word, The neighbours were full of sympathy 
and said, “ Your mother has suiTored much in her life, 
fry your best to place her undnr pm[ior tniKliual 
tieaLmonL" 

Tinkari was a great physician in that locality, 
Vashu. walked ton hours and reached his house. Vashu 
calied Oil him mid said in a hurry, " O doctor, my mother 
is passing through a great oriiis, You must accompany 
me at once U) my house," Tinkari, the physician, 
dressed himself decently and in the corner of hia trAwtWer 
tied aomo medicine. He took his long stick in hand 
and spread a big umbrelia over liU bead. Before 
shirting, ho bowed io the sacred I'ulti plant in his house, 
‘rhe physician was of a dark oomploxioR. His body 
seemed to hairo bean polubijd by eonipuitly rubbing oil 
OTor it. He had a flat nose and hia whiskers were ent 
short. But his feel bore marks of sore on account 
of hin haring to walk along the uuerea rUlage^paihs, 
His eyes were small and ha tonked swuud like a pigeon, 
as he walked. At times, he slumbled orer the hard 
ground j but anyhow he reached Vashu's house in due 
time. Reaching the patient's houfle, the doctor said, 
‘Only three pills^ Vaehu ;—these will cure your mother, 
I assure you. To-day you are to gire her hark of twi 
and aieideavee, well boiled io water, to-morrow giro 
her some spices boiled is hot water. On the third 
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day you are to give her that red pilli mixed with 
a few drops of oouotry-wiae, and the day after, you 
are to give lier that blue pill with cold watortond 
oa the day next, you ore to adtninistcr tbe vkite one. 
Ibis will bring her round, rest tuaured. Wtirn the fever 
aubshles, give her a hot bath^ and then she may bo 
allowed to take rice of a voiy fino quality, Bui 
when you will give her the white pill, you must also give 
her the broth of tamarind to drink." 

Vashu took the pilU and the physician said, “Now 
1 must depart." Vaahu gave him onu kuld of rice and 
a basketful of pulses. Firitn his orchard, ho gathered 
some hrinjaLa, crhillies nod bananae. He gave him, 
besides, some turmeric and salt and also a cupful of 
oil The doctor wua right glad, and sruillng, left his 
bouse. In the sveuing of that day, Vashu's mother 
opened her eyes and looked at her son. That was her 
last and she left Vashu for ever and went straightway 
to the other world, whence her call had ootno. 

(LL 1-112,) 
(B ) 

Vashu took bus mother's dead i>ody on his ehoulden 
and went to (he river-ghat. There, in conformity with 
the usage cf the Hiudus, ho dr?st set fire to hie mother'i 
mouth and thou iloated the cerpsu in the stream. He 
then returned home and wept bitterly. In the wbote 
world the harher-lad Vaahu bad none ether than a mother 
to call has own and she, too, now left him for ever. Mauy 
a time did he iament, wiying, "In ibis country, 1 will live 
no more. 1 must go to Mine foreign land. There I 
will live by begging from dotir to door. Tt is my crime 
that .ihockei] my mother and lima caused, her death, 
I cannot bear the stings of repentance. Orieving over 
heri 1 will give up this sinful body of mine." 
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For four or firo dftvs, he did uot stir out but 
continually vrept in hU lonriy rooin. Katm nttd hh 
motlicr vinited hi» hou^io frorjuently and tried to oouboIo 
him. By tho lioaUujj influence of time, V^Hilu ontw 
mow appU^ himwif to hix work. FTis occupation now 
became dvtiniicly aetUed. He u^od to kill iljo wityEarera 
by the blow of hia lotiff dub and plunder whatever they 
poMtftw^. Tiay and nfgtil Vashu and Kanu pureued this 
nvocatioD, bound in brolherlicoil, ond sometimes in the 
night, VmIiu returued home, cooked his own meal, ate 
the same and w mi to bed in that lonely house. 

On ati Huspitiious day, Axed by astrologers, £anu 
mamed a suitable bride and Kanu’a mother now Hdvbect 
Vaahu to be on the look out for a bride, Yon bum your 
bauds in oookin^ your own meals, my tad, and some¬ 
times you have to live upon raw tAinr. You liave been 
reduced to a skeleton and you know no peace of mind. 
About sii milea from this place, tbent is a viliago oalJed 
Uaiiida. There lives an Itoncst man named Sadhu 8iL 
I bate heard that be bus got a real fairy in his daughter. 
Her name is UAniktAr;^ Shu is exquisiteJy handsome. 
Why not go to that village oue day and open negotia¬ 
tions? And a may be that, by the grace of God, you 

wilJ be happy by this marriage, if you can win her 
hands 

Being advised by Kanu’s mother in this way, Viuhti 
realised his situation and thought that it wJ a good 
advice. He resolved to go to Mainda the next raoming. 
When it was morning, Vaahu dreesed himself decently 
The day was very hot. it being the month of April. 
He covered his body with a (jAadrfer to protect it from 
the Sun, when he reached the vUb^e, it waa about 
2 F.«. He was perapiriiig and ierely feeling the heat 
Close by. flowed a canal with iranspatent water in rapid 
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couru. The womea of thv came Of’er there 

with their pitchers to cnrrf water. On one side of the 
oamtl were rows of tieautlful honnee. but on the other 
aide there wae none. So Vo.'tha mt under a 
He breath ad heavijy and looked with Ihiraiy eyen at 
the stream. He felt a desire to drink water^ and so 
came down the londitig-Atepe. Just at the ttiue a 
maiden came from the other side. Qn her hre448t waa 
a Ana towel of gTeen*oaloiired cotton and her hair 
■was diahatelled, which waved playfollj at her hack. 
The hair wns 80 long that it nearly touched her nnklee. 
The coy maiden bent her eyes towards the earth and 
descended to the stream. She was quite unaware that 
Vashu was on the other side. Vashu, while drinking 
wateri, looked at her and felt os if a fairy bad. 
ootne dcwu from the hearen. Vashu himself was a 
youth of handsome features and he felt love for the 
maiden at tiret sight. The girl, as she looked at him, 
became pleased with his handsome appearance. In 
her mind for the first time grew that pauion. which, to 
maidenly souls wan a norel experience, full of sweetneaa. 
Appeasing his thirst, Yiiahn the barbcr-lad, went back to 
the shade of the ^tmuf-tree, hut with crooked glimcOi 
looked again and again at the stream of BailAkhalL He 
redecied thus. This girl is ossoredly not a human being. 
She must be a nymph of heaven, 1 must try to know who 
she is.’* Thus resoired he addressed the maiden in a 
gentle rolce and she was right glad at his words, stand> 
Ing on the other bank. 

"Who ore you, gentle maiden, all alone here, at 
this hour ? Verily is your fiicse like the moon. How 
beautiful do you look with sweats on your brow. 
The transparent water of the BailAkhalt is playing with 
the fiowmg ends of your Satii. Vour lovely Oguie 
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prodBwa ftn t»hb and flow in my blood. 'Your black 
hair ia to be oompared only with, the hlaok tip of the 
£WA-rniit. Tour lovely browa delight my eyes with 
their goalie ourvea. Your two black eyes throw their 
dart by »weet glancea, which make a human being 
tremble as if ehot by an arrow. How' happy are you, 
O Btreant of BaliAkbali f you seem to be ao cheerful 
becauBo you have got her »weet embrace. Thanka to 
tb» abode of the AmoMree, from where i have oh- 
tained a glimpae of you. With sacred bladea of graa» 
and rioi', I will worship you.'" Paasing for a few 
raomenli ho again addnsaed the maiden, ’‘Y"ou are not 
a fairy, nor a nymph, nor any spirit of the air. 1 
have known you by your moon-Uke face, I njmember 
to have seen you in the landing-ghat of the mart: and 
to-day I «je you here in the Btraam of the Ejtitavh.if 
It now aeema that ray good luck hu to-day given me 
mj godd&9&^ who b to udorQ my houB«. 

■‘VTho are you, maiden, and whoM daughter are 
you ? You have cast your iweet gtancoa upon me, 
which have made my bead uiiatoady. I have lost oiy 
parents, I have lost my brother* aod thua do I auTTive. 
—a wretched vagabond, I remember to have, seen you 
some day io a mart near the and Wday you 

are here,—a pieco of unpamUelod good luck for rao." 

3f6niktSr9, 

** All ia done by the will of Qod. Human agencies 
ore powerless. Though God lute put you to a trial, 
that b» not diminithed, in the toast, your worth in ray 
eyes. Sometime ago, T went with ray parents to your 
house. There I sMiw you in your room, though you did 
not notice me. Your mother treated me very kindly. 
She gave me pAwf-Adfiaa (eugur-balls) with fried rice 
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of the &i’ 9 »nt' 0 pede!?. She olio j^erred me wltli curd of 
eioelient quality. 8Uo took mu kiudly in her arms and 
said, “ Hi>^ happy wouJd 1 be, il I could have you for my 
daughtor'iu-law I ” My uanie U ManikiarA and my father'd 
name ia S&lhu Stl. If you are willitig to hare me, I do 
not thiuk there will by any difficulty in your way.” 

I do not know where your houae iitands 
on the other .*ide of the carial. Will you point out the 
path leading to your liouae F " 

—'• There ia a ferry thero oij the eeatern 
aide of the canal. Oi» crowing it, you will find a templi! 
dedioatod Au the Ooddew Cbandi. That temple and 
the lands, adjoining to I he raiuc, belong to my Fatlu-r.” 

MAniktArfk remniried iu the bftthing*ghal and Vaahii 
hurriud towards her home. Ueaohiug lUore, he called 
out, " Who in there in the house ? May I come in ? " 
SBdhu 8)1 had jual finisLliiMl hU bath. tie eame out at 
the Toice of n sfratigcr and young Vashu enlutod him, 
wboti he came near. 94clhu said, " You do not :iaeiu U) 
be known to me. Tt’ho are you, young man ? Where ia 
your Lome and what ia your father's name ? ** 

My houee,” fiaid Yashu, “ is at thu village Oaujet'^ 
ghat. My father was Vishu Sil But my mother and 
Wthera are ail driul." Sadhu recognised him after thja 
introduotlon, Ho iprend a mat Iu the temple-conipound 
and sbowetl him a warm taonpitality, lie entored the 
inner apartmoniH and aiid to bis wife, " The son of Vlnhu 
Sil ia at our house. I do not know what may be die 
object of bis vbil," Tlte good wife said, '*Could you 
not learn why he baa oonio?” "t have not Hsked that 
yet,” replied SAilhu. 

With a pillow in his hand, meant for the repooe of 
his guest, did Sodhu Stl oome near Vaahu agafn and 
ask him the object of his hind viait to his bouae. 
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V«bit Iwiit hid eyes towards the ground and in a Toioe 
haK.choited by sliamo, deliveroa himaeU thus, ** You 
know. Sir, that there w none in my hoiiae now» AU aro 
deoti and gono. This Is joit the time when I ahould 
seek for a sttUahie bride to look aftor ray household. I 
have come out in senrch of one, who would take charge 
of my household. I have heard that you hovB got a 
raniriageahlB daughter. 1 liaro made myself bold enough 
to approach you with the propo^K If you would kindly 
approye of it, 1 ehall be a slave to you all my life," 

Sadhu was right glad at hU Imart at the propoeal and 
went into the inner iipartmante to disoues the matter 
with hia wife. Ha amilingly sa(d to h» wife, "Mftnik. 
tfirtl’a bridegroom in there in our temple-compound." She 
wpUed, ft is a very good proposaL Now make 
Hrrangeraenta to enteriain him suitably (iif, to kindle 
the hearth)." Sidhu Sii had throe sons, but node of 
them wae proaoiit at that time. All of thorn had gone 
out for fishing. So the old man was in some difficulty* 
The mifl tress of the house ordered hnr seoond dough tor* 
hi*law to cook and the two others were required to do 
sundry thlnga, “It 1$ nearly noon-tide, already late. 
Send him some oil for bath," daying this, the eld woman 
begun to took after other thjcgs. 

Vasbu robbed oil over his body and went to the 
nver for lukthing. Tlie second daughter'in* law was 
cooking and the other two were helping her in the 
necessary preparation^. Just at this moment the oldeet 
son returned home with a big ^oi-Hsh in his hnnd. The 
sacond ton also appeared shurtSy after, with some Aot, 
pu/Ai, AAofitAA and other small Oshre. Neat name the 
tbiid son with a baakei, full of vegetables, espocially one 
big ^Aoi'plaut. Vasbn now came back from the rivor* 
ghat and was senred with the kernel of coooaout, fried 
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rio0, tnotaaaeit, sugV'bnUs And oLliur confiictiooiiritia, 
?mob iw and titef He was, fxtsldtia, 

iiorvad with the bntiaiia'! •kitil a (mji, full of 

sweet rnitb with smna sugar. Tina (rrn iifjht raCresh* 
roent, wiikh ITasliu partook of with avidity and Ihmi 
took a iii((ldity«nnp in the tem{>!e*tK)tnpoanil. 

Tho second dtitJght6r>iii*lan' ljuaf prejuDring the 
4oup of {julrtea hoe] the mnltf ruomhm of (ho boitoeholil 
grew impatioiit at the dotiiy in preparation. Her 
bnjlhortum'law, Iho younger and elder onea, wont to take 
tlmir !»th; but when they returned hoiite after tlnisliliig 
Imih, they coiild not he pleased «itli what they saw. 
t-'or, thtiir suter-iadaw was atill busy with a fork, trying 
to dissolve the polaes in tUo hot water. Ihe soup had not 
yet been prepared. The oldest wn's wife sat over the 
kilchon-knife, dressing the Qjh; while ttie youngest of 
the three wives feurritti to the i^nd to wash the rice. 
To add to the confosloD, the dd^t daugbter-in-lnw 
■ustolned a wound in her Huger fnnn the prickly bone 
of a The mot her-in-law admimstercd pepper- 

paato to the wound. It was midday; but the soup of 
pulses was not yet ready, and ns such, how oouhl it be 
offered to the bridegroom-elect ? The swoond flnugbter. 
in-law, in utter confusion, diligently applied the fork 
to the yet unlMnI(>d puleo-wup for diaaolvliig the pens; 
and a sound was thus generated, resemblins the rattle 
of a spinning-wheel. Ereryhody became impatient 
with hungor. The eliJer brother-in-law was erumblins 
over the delay, the yonngw ono was muttering out hia 
cLLmootent; while tht! old father-m-law wit in greedy 
exportation,spotted, like a Hger, all over hla body, with 
siuidal-markii. All were dying In hungor, as it were- 
the luubnnd (the second son) in a rage, rushed into thJ 
kitchen and caught his wife by the ftirolDoks. The 
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mother cstne to the rewue of tbo d&u^hter'jQ'lfliW and 
delirered her from the rude giip of tho infunated son. 
She then gave her three eoa» water to drink. The pulae- 
soup was ready in the meantime, and so wan (be fieh- 
ourry, too, though prepared in a hurry. SeaU were 
spread on the floor of the ejmeiouji dimiig-oharaber. 
The old man of (ho house, together with Tashu and 
the three anna, eat on the fieata, assigned to them, to eat 
their dmner. Fire pfates were placed before the fire 
mem But Sadhu*s eyes waared red in anger, hs be 
lookttl nt the [date that had lieitn ofTerfid to Vashu. 
The old roan howlc-d out hia strong disapproval of 
the couduot of the uld mUtrees anti the daughters-in-Saw, 
** Being vroTUBn, you do not know the rules of dDmeelio 
discipline. By your unworthy concluci you will bring 
about the ruin of tny household, ;)Ty daugiiter is 
tnatohless, all points considered and evety virtue 
reckoned; and you, ignorant hage, have uonspired to 
blast her Fortune. '\Vliat stupidity, first to olTer 
fried ft-sh to a son-in-law 1 Have you considered the 
otU that would follow from your conduct r Tbu 
eSieot b that the aon*in-Iaw becomes half-dead in his 
father-in-law's house. (OthorJ soits-in-law taunt Ijim, 
the Tnothar-ln-law maligna, the sisters-m-liiw torture, and 
the lifothcm-in-law despise the poor felloiv."* 

At Iht'iic words, tliu guilty matron tot>k (he plate in 
her band and removed all fried and imslrd items of fami. 
Vashu, how-evcT, tidt it to he a losa, thus to be deprived 
of iho big fried fUbeit of the ^oi-epemes, rnastad hrinjnis, 
tried potatoes, sesamum-liallK, the i.Qiuit<Hl i/fjtiv, flavoured 
with thu paste of split peas and also the ovurdonu ahdpaii. 


^ Utlbf iB Blill mmmi t3n» «r Km tfCBtriciv 
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'*! got the delicociea,'^ he mused Trithin himself/’exscUf 
to tny likings hut hoTe been forhiddon to toko them. 
This, however, ougurs the intended inAtrimony Aud makes 
me glad at heart.” 

Pulse-'Soupi. prepeted in coioblnatioii with fish’heads 
and herbs of the BWai-speries, wiw next perved in a good 
quantity by the youngest daughter-in-low. She also 
served the Suktd (a sort of slightly bitter vegetable 
ooudiment) and the prcpAvatiori of gourd. She then gave 
the dried muoe of khotuh** and putki fishes and also a 
cupful of half-boiled pulse-soup, prepared with JfdtAa- 
peas. Vaslm, however, did not take the last-naiued item, 
which remained as it was. full io the cup. But another 
cup, oontaioing the mupa-soup, prepared in combi nation 
with the flavorous beads and bones of Boil-flah, Vnehu 
emptied over his plate. Another cup, filled with the 
eoup of Boal-flsh. WHS ako served, but this was not much 
relished ou account of its pimgeocy. The broth of 
Bui-fish, however, together with five pieces of soft Osh, 
was tasted with good appetite. The nutri^hanfa —a pre¬ 
paration with the head of Ilui-fisli haaten into fine 
pieces with a pestb—Vaabn smilingly partook of, and in 
greedy appreciation of tho ilaTour. he ale up the last 
grain of rice from hb plate. Thu sour gruel of unripe 
dtuwi was next served, which Vasbu sipped up in the 
fashion of drinking water. A cupful of sweet milk and 
another cupful of curd were then relbhed with fried 
oom (AAoi), 

fiAdhu beoamc plcaaed to witness the appetito with 
which Vashu ralbbed the dinner. 8adhu iMoame thoa 
reflolvcd, “ t will give my daughter in marriage to this 
youth. Thb is tny intent. Uay tiie youth he granted 
a long, life 1 Let the will of God be fulfilled. But 1 
will not dbeioso anything now." 


244 BA3TKKN BKNGAL HALLADS 

Dinner tiuishnci, the Hvb men l. fl thoir sents and wftnt 
to wfLili tiieir fftCB, Siidhu then, (oi-ethdr with hi* ihw» 
sons, repuireil to lUi’ liravriug room Adjiurent to the temple ; 
tind when all Imd rented themselvea at ease, flftdhu 8il 
spoke Co Voshu in a soft mid aJow voioe, “ Hear mo. Vasfau, 
nay girJ i* possossad of sil tnaidcniy virtnea. She 
performs nil the household dntiw. ioHide and ouisido, 
with a neatness and dexterity, whioti would surprise 
the male membei:^ of atiy houstt; and Ihort! in the sphere 
of her actiTitii!*, she would not brook any intenuedcflmg— 
she must do everything horsolf. She is verily a jmragoii 
of beauty, and the thought, tliat is indeed uppermost in 
my mind now, is that of seeking out a suitable groom for 
her. Who knows what Ims lieon decreed by PiOTidencie? 
Yon Me, the diiDoulty abfiut you is tlifs, that your parent* 
are, neither of i.haru, hUi'o. and in* such, how can wo 
entrust our Ireasure—the very nuKUi oti earth—to your 
car« ? Whoso iietp will she wiunt upon fti your house 
ami who ivilJ he her help-mate in restoring order to your 
houAehotd ? ^ hoii, riL night, you may lie ofif, rowing 
your boate in tho river. Mflniktart will bo nil alone in your 
hciuM and this thought make* me particularly anxious.’' 

Hut iliB thmo son* uf Sjidliu Sil had already oonoeivwl 
B liking for the youth, I hey said to their fnthw, '■ Why, 
father, what nukea you vacill.iting still? Our eldest 
sister Fnnehn is a widow, Sho is, boaides, perplexed 
with the problnm of pmotlrlng her breed." Vaehu gladly 
approved of the idijn of talcing this lady to hi* house 
and promised to maintam her as long as ahn would live. 
Thi* oavuRiiioe fmm Yashtt ontrouraged the old mnii and 
ho gave sotnething like a half-assent to the proposal, 
rbc three ii8ughl«r**in*law exprexsetl their conseiiL and 
the mother, too, could not hnt approve of the pro^iosed 
matrimony 
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Tlift date of celebrating the marriage was fired 
soraeiime early in JioUakh, Fried t>addy with sweet 
milk formed tbe evening-repnat of Vasliii. And glad 
at heart, Vadhu titcn dooQed his dAvti and eh^ld^ler aad 
proceeded Lomeward». (LL 1>S50>) 

(flj 

Astrologers were iiert eoneulted by Sad bn and an 
aiupicioas date was fired. As for the rest, oatnelj, ibe 
future of tbo roatchi they oould not hare any fore-glimpse 
of that. Fate alone would determine it. The fifth day 
of fiaieaJtA wa* fired and Sadhti 3il, with the help of hi* 
three BODS, set about preparing iheinselvea for the 
oooneion. A toll of throe hundred rupees was exacted 
by Ssdhu Sil from hta sun-in-law, and the octebratioii 
duly took place on the fttl* of The night of 

marriage was spent In high glee, amidst the festive 
songs and merry-makings of the three wives of the tlirao 
brothers and other girls of the vliJagei and on the day 
following, the cuatemary social bAnguet wna provided. 

Vaahu started homewards in company with the bride, 
IdAnikterR. While parting, lilRnikUIrR spoke tsi her 
mother, ** Do not forget, mother, to send for sister Foneha. 
Her absence on the oocatiou of farewell-greetings maJiei 
me sad at heart. When she will be here, ask her to go 
to me.‘* On the eve of their departure, Vasbu and 
MAniktSrft stood before their supi^iors; the ladies of. 
the house bltfsBcd them with olTeringis of sacred gnus 
and paddy. The motber, too, pronoun cod her boned ictioiu^ 
wishing the couple long life and unbroken happiness. 
She also said to her daughter, " You will be alone there 
my child, do not ssglect your IjealEh.'* MitniktarR shod 
silent tears t vhe had no speech to iiutt the ocvDsiotti 
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“ GrieVfi not, mothor; ahould God keep me juif a and 
soimd, t shall return tu your nrntji," ithe detirerod burse if 
ill IbtMMj few ^ord-t. The mulher thou stood before Tsta* 
and performed certain rites trbicli trould Itavo the efTaet 
of rtiakiiiQ her beloved of her husfaiind and then threw 
ftiray A quantity of dust from the hole of u ntoufle, an 
obMrvanee which symbolises the dau^Jitor'e lormaJ abso- 
Intion from the debt she owed to her mother for her 
eustenanee and upbritigiug. 

The poet Shekh .laraatulU cnjqya the fun and 
smilingly reraiirks, « What would this formality avail ? 
it is a puerile ideu. Bvery single drop of milk, sucked 
from the iiiothor'a breast, binds the child fust in a 
profound debt of afFocLioo and grulitiiau, which nobody 
on earth cau repay. The scripturra of the Hindus are 
authoritative indeed. But is this idea very comtBCndablo, 
namely that parental debt inay U repaid hy means of 
Uiu gift'of a quantity of dust from a rtfs lido? " 

(LL I'BO.) 

<n 

Vashu arrived, with his young bride, at Gaujerghot. 
hot being attended hy any process ton or they 

enterod thoir house and seated tbeiuseives on a bedstead. 
In the meantime, Kanu'a mother iirrived there, and 
Kanu, liimself, came, followed by other relatives and 
neighbours. The wives of the fishermen, too, oame there 
to hare a took at the bride, and their object fulflllad, 
they went away, remarking that the union of the two 
was suitable and would prove happy and peaceful, 

A day passed ; auothcr rr>lled hy and thus a fortnight 
wore away ; and Vanhu 8il did not, for a day, stir out of 
his house, leaving his lovely bride alone. One day flnisii- 
ing his mid'day meal, Vashu retimi to the shade of an 
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Adjaoe^t tree, oppressed b; heat aud pi';r3pirin(^ profugetj. 
The gentle breeze that blew, fthnkijig the lenres of the 
tree, cooled him and temoted the drope of nweat from 
tua body, Thra, in the metintime, finiahed lier dinner and 
retiring to her own room, did not find tasr hiighand there. 
Sho prepared betebt, took ftome of them buraelf, and taking 
gome in her hand, began to look for him in every part of 
the house. While, coming out of the hou^e, abe looked 
around, she found him resting beneath the shade of a 
tree. She then went up there and ftaid, *'Lo [ how long 
have I Wn neeking for you with betels in my hnnd and 
having left me alone, you are etayitig here, gazing at the 
sky! what dtdauli of mine are you [tonduring over and 
what has made mo guilty fti your eyea ? Pray tell me, 
whoee love has tuniod you mad ? But hang me first 
before anything eL<e/' 

■‘What no yon mean, Tftnfl, Uy nil this ? Itave you 
gone madJ' Yon are the very ribs of my breast—the 
ooUyrium-paint of my eyes. There la rweot drinking 
water, elqsv benanth my lipw, and ahaJl 1 drink the cap of 
bemlook, rajooting that amhrostai draught 

** Tell me, please, wliai wonder in the sky bos caught 
your vHou and what thought has kept you gazing 
heavenwards ? ** 

“ Yes, I am telling you, 'Pari, what has kept my eyea 
fired towards tlm sky. I mean to catch the OariUl 
birds by spreading a trap, Twelve species of birda, 
during the twoSvo months of the year, build thoir neste 
and roost upon the hpuglis of this tree. I have conceived 
to-day a longing for the sweet floab of Kuriica] hirds." 

“I cannot quite umlerstnnd you; ray wit fails me. 
But I am burning within, with an intense deaire—I kt,oi^ 
not how it will be satisflei If you had a mind to taste 
the tleab of Harikai birds, why did you not tell me that? 
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1 might hnve giToii yoM necessary instructicnit about the 
contrivance of cntchtiig the birds. {}o to mj father's 
house and tell bim> “ 1 want TaTAnuttii's ‘ bow and miaiilra 
before night-fall/’ Vasbii forthwith Left for his fntbor-in- 
law’s house, an^tiouH for securing the Harlkol birds. 
Tjtrftntani hnro sat in the house, constructing arrows to 
shoot at the Itirds. She also made a score of earthen 
bulletsshe looked up, at interrak, towards (be nest of 
Harikal birds. 

Como, t> TAra, make haste and take these missiles of 
yours. But who will discharge them ?” 

*' Mjf bow and mifiiilBS ! wiU wield. Will you l>o 
.satisfied if I can give you. those Harikal birds,—yes, a 
good nuralier of tbom ?” 

"Yet, yea, prove jont skill by acts. Just kill two of 
them first. Give me four ilaUy, afterwards, if you cam'^ 

TarA dieobarged two hulletf) at a shot ami two Harikal 
birds were slmck down and fell, screaming and writhing 
on eorth. 

" Bravo," cxolainied Vaahu, " Expert indeed you aref 
Two birds at one sbolt" 

Tiiri mid, ‘^Four shota are sometimea disebarged from 
this quadruple-stringed bow; and five animahi are 
sometimes struck down with a aingle misailB. Two 
Koohas, IhiTU and Sumaru, lived In my father’s houie. 
Hundreds of unruly animals were sent to Beatb’a region 
by meiins of their arrows and missiles. They wore my 
teachers in archery and I have learnt much from thorn. 
Even if a faiindrMl enemies coni root me, they cannot 
long bold their own beforo ihe vqIIdji of TAtII’s ■rrowa." 

At these word* of Tam, Vasu thought within iihneelf, 
" How shall I carry on my Imde bofare hLlniktArft? Ufy 
energy shHnks within me and 1 foel abaabod bofon) her 

> lUollmfS U tmwUw* MulJwteytT <fclW' TSt* ‘ ni ‘faMwU* 
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KkiU/" TAril Ijebolil thlx niid ti^mbrly fnil tttin 
qiiBiitinn, Why. (liirHog. do I Anil your lovoly face 
Ml gloomy nnd pali*? EI&w ray vronln paint^ you 
any wny ?'* 

“ Jfoj 'I’Aifi, " replied Yashti, " No eorruiv rto I Teel 
ot hpiirl-> liut one tbin^ 1 hih bidiuy; frutii your know- 
k'djfe—which I dtir« not iJkolosO','" 

iMAniktilra came closer to V'naJjii nnd clmspiiisi hl!i 
lioiide in her owa, said, " If you keep jl a sieerol from mo, 
tm ruoru sJiftll I tnlte my iiioaL Tlie niAtter will one day 
come to my knowledge, be it today or to^mormn', Tlie 
JmuMiho! I uaiinnt run emnothly union thero [9 mutiitil 
undcratAndiiii; between yo'U and me. So, my lord, t«U 
HUH your weret. 1 nm lioiinri to oltey yow in nil inniter^ 
H»d eonitider myself to be your Iruattrd serviuit. Why 
shiuild yen not hike me into your eonfldunci' ! Don't 
you coimidi.T mo worthy of your trxiat ? ’’ Vosbu tmid^ 
"Who wise, Lhen, in to bo iriuled with ray weretu f After 
meni, I shall moke u fiill disuloBiire to you." 

TAra made a dttliniou* prepnmtjuu of (Ijib^onrry and 
Vnshu ruliahed U with good appetite, Finlsbini; supper, 
both liustioml and wife entered their bed• dmmher. Them 
V^isliu duj? ibw f'arth nt the floor and a woollen onsket 
waa exposed to ilieir ™w. ilflniktaia started nt the 
find—the casket with ite contents of gold inohurs—eren 
as one starts in fright at the Kiuht of a snake. She fixed 
lier wondor-atruok eyes n|Km her hualiand's r««? and 
askt*d, Whence hare you got this troasurer ** 

*’ 'I tmt is what 1 am hi^itjitfng fn t«]l you. ] do not 
Icniiw what yon will think of tne if I lull you all j the 
dtiitdoaure may hurt your feeliitg, 

" 0ur neighbour Kanu npd Ilfs mother are indeed 
hound to mo in doop aHection—I regard Kami na my 
I WOT her, and his motbor ia rerily tiiy motJier too. To 
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them indeed I owe my life. My mother wa* in abject 
poTortjr end bred by 1>e^gtn£Cr till Eenu'a mother enme to 
her euccour and out sulferingi* were orer. Kaiiu becarae 
my constaat aftaocLilie und zuHe in ali aftnire. dew 
many nete of theft havo we committi^ in a epartive 
spirit! WbeTi we onmo rif find iMcame strong 

iti physique, we took to the i»i«n« of robbery and thus 
hare we atniwsed some fortune by eammittiug rioleiice 
on. the persons of way-farer# Only for the last twenty 
or twenty^two days, t am iml stirring out to carry oo our 
fetonious pursuit and have, besides, rumored alt plundered 
riches from the house—for fear of deteotioii by you, 
MAniktar&.‘' 

MniiiktArA said with a smiLe. “ U this: the oausfi of 
your fear and hesitancy ? Admit me, my lord, into 
your comradeship. The buab>uid is a wuuiau'e a]l>iii<nll:; 
implicit obedience to hi» will is the rery essence 
of womanly rirtues. Wlierevcr the husband may 
live, he It in a lowly hut or at the fMt of a tree, 
the wife should hear him company, even at the risk of 
her life. ??o sacriHee is too ziaat, which a gfjoil 
wife should not undergo for her husband’s sake; 
a huahaiid should not Iw denertod, even when he Irenda 
on forhiddon paths. Banish, iny lord, alJ your feara 
and serupiss; 1 shall be your partner, b every sphere of 

These words of TdrA roused the drooping spirit of her 
fausbthd. He then made a full and frank confession 
before MAntktArA. 

“ E&lu, the notorious thief of Khaiaa, is my fonnldahle 
enemy, 1 can, by no means, cope with liim t even as a 
snake of the ' Dhom^ spocieB Is powerless before the 
pob>mous Sankhini (snake), ao am T before ibis rogue. 
Many a defeat has heinflictod on mu and has, only through 
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NpnrnJ injr [jfe. Tbo next scene fais marauding 
oppmtious will Ite NaierkhulL wiuthrr ht: will start 
td’mEtrrow. crossing the forest. Sty bamd xrill attack 
them dear about thv |i(Hid iiMmufl *' Bajcli^hl'’ and saixe 
thoir ilt'f^tten iri-alth. So [ uin wnitinu for the 
opportune tnomimt, Itiit I am not without iny 
atttioty. You will hare to ittay nlooir in tho houae. 
How 1 ^ro aw+y, leaving you uuguard&l in thlit 

Innely huum’ ?” 

Tftrti mplied, '* Wbai is tbt* uieauiug of uH tht'so fooliiih 
opprehetisioiiAr What is tho bnrm if ! have to stay aktut F 
lU'St nsRuted, my ionl, siriirlU'lmndedf will bn a 

battalion heriutlL—^bi* is a niatcli for a hundred. 
'IVenxy tramed wrrstleri t can ennily copo with." 

Vnahii was plnaiffl with bor words ; Id' mind now 
became free from iiU anxieties and premonition.^ of 
danger. He opanEHl the cMkei of ornaments and 
njlornod his consort with them — xx’Kich made her look 
like a fairy, dosoendetl on Ibn nartb from her etherial 
abode. 

A hiistwuid's prtwcncie bt like unto » lamp, illuminate 
fniT a dark niansion A husband h the very creat-jewr] 
of a woman, oven as the fnhled gem on the hood of a 
serpent. To a good wife, he Is like the hleasing of uyti'' 
sight, vriuchsiifod to Ji hlinri man. He b InrJfrod the 
honey of the honey•eomh on ill'* tree. Tfio love 
nf hnaliand soothr>s the hiiurt of the wifot nothing can 
make her happier than the aiTeotioii of her lord. T&rA 
felt much satiAfncIton at having worn the ornainaiits. 
She gently touched the dust nf bor husband's fact, and 
for a timo. merry conver'Jxtion and blithe extfhange of 
jottoa xvoni on Iwtweeri thu happy pair, 

Jamaitiilla, the coimtry-bard, nnvr odvisi'* you all 
to retire to bod. (LL 1*1 tjC.) 
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The Ikniulit^, tivcntj in iinmlKr, led by their tW'O 
diief*!, «li4rted out eteftlihlSy on their irifrkiHl ermtul 
[OWtinlH HvifUffall, n'Uuu thf iin^ririn^ ray^ of the settiiii' 
'Hin ^luleiiftl over iree-top. Vrtsiiii and Knnu, uihjK 
took (t (Lv!<£fer in iii?* hAnd and their grim 
artniNl \rilh sjHtiins. olubii mid ahietrJ*. Heach- 

in^ PalfisLim, they reposed for a while, Kntiu, 
pointius! to ttiu pond a! tinme dhtancesaid to his cotnrades, 
There you oan see Uw pond of thcf*‘cowhi!rd*chief;‘ rail 
of clear oryBUHinfi water. M'b ihall throw the httUiia 
of our enrmiefi into it. outting them to piecei*, 
Ffiriunately for mt. the rosfue Kltlu ii off hia guard to¬ 
day. and han tiul g»| any track of us: heaides. ihia beins 
Thursday iiiglu {.Tumtm tSr) tlu^ p^irty will not punuie 
their usual avocation to-tiight.'* Tliese und other topics 
kept the mirthful Wml enitogid thenv They spruuj « 
wcru-tnil mat on oim of tlm sides of the pood and seated 
tliemsolies there. TJiey took light reffoshmonl, 
cuusistitig of sugar, plan tail i and fried rice. They no it 
dmnk from the neighboiiriug pond atid f«lt refreshed. 
Then limy resumed their seat on tlw nmt ajid tk'enn to 
oliHw tieteh, when, on a suddeu, the distJuit rattle of thu 
wheels indicated the npproncii of a huliock-cart. Kariu 
whiafwred to hb comradre, " There comes the treanuro. 
lie niert, my freinds, remiy to wivld the oluha. Prepare 
yiur mini] j do not, my frionda, slip out from the stout- 
of action." 

EAIu's men arrived straightway there, carrying bags 
of coins 0(1 their shoultlure, escorted by mounted guards, 
who forniifd the frontal array. \ll on a sudden, heavy 
Wows were slniokai ihe of the horses and ihu rider., 
too, were, in no time, sent to Death’s door, their handJ 
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Iwing oul otT—thdr inoutl* utopprd f(ir eT«r. 'Hie nix 
carrUfTii of Uio panwa were iiko qiiiirkly their 

posiL'ssiunif bniiig. fi, it were, :,pirilecl T)ie »is 

uuHtiitlintinof tli«itAck:« of coin!< by tJead iu tht* nciglibHir' 
Iioiicl of tUe pond. 

Vnnhit K>tiiu to hi& fitniBe, <* W«* the 

Iiooty wioi (Mrrbd:. A irwwt hue nnd rry m-jw 
III the iiiMiutinte, in tJie Tictiiity of uie pimd. On 
roueipt of the ticiVH, FCAlu nisbt^ to the «pot hul itiiHMiil 
there, who liutl miide ^ood hb escape, j^uutchintf 
awBV the ii)on«B], tw it from hu mouLii. In |irei<ence 

of i^itie hrty of hin ootnrniiei, KtUti felt liiniself hitmilin- 
t«l; he pursued the maritutlur nnd overtook him ivithiii a 
few pa«H. Five mliiist (wnwns um|^ht hold of Kauu^ and 
Kalii, thfitr chief, seated rm the pAvument nf tJie liathintf^ 
ghat^ proobiiued his order. [Ten? h the miscreant Kanu 
with hit mon. Bind him fiist to the wtxxlBn post inside the 
b)nt. Ton must tnlco cure ti» litnd Chiini tight, their legs 
fetUrred by strong chonb iind the iumds of tu'o persoiu, 
twisted brickwards and Hltiutkled tiigiither. I^et the night 
sway; wliHii the day daoiis, they will he hnuled up (or 
IriiiL We need not return home in this djirk nielli; 
lat us stay here. Those of us, who unn dnd leisure, will, 
in the mraulime, roikst foub and prepare A'AiVJ^sri. 
itetliming home, you luiint hi<buad these nccjundreb or 
drown Uiem in the river neur nlioiit thi- Oimjtrr phai** 
Supper finished, KAlu and hits gang fell fust iisiuep. Who 
know s whfit dire late WASiiw'siting the victims P (LI. 1-4’i). 

(£>) 

Vftshu carried the sacks of coins in Kaiiu's houso and 
mmlo tliojo over to Xanu's mother, addresr^iug her an his 
fiwtor-niother Tlie old Homm* iwld. *' tl-hid have you 
done, my child? J^-iug my KAuu at the ttiemy of 
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enemii's. you We hrought tLijo® pureea to my houB*I” 
VHalm replied, " What mitkes you a.friiid, aunt ? Katiu 
is not alnuc; mr hind i>i t\wT«. Knm\ wHJ come haok 
presently mtli the rest and then you w'ilt be relieved of 
your apprehenslotis/- 

Jiist «t Lilts momnil, four or fi^e mou of their party 
catne up fo iho spot, thetrautitiu^ lonk betriiying ibHr groat 
ooiicenj. They dHlSrered ilieims«lves i juis, ‘'Wliat a. mebn- 
nholy newn, brother Kanu. are we be'iriii<' to you r E^Uu fell 
upon ns, and took awiiy Kiinu, tog'ethem'itlirour or fivo of 
niir men. hiund in rofieit. t'ln-y have tiMioi'.'d llieir boats m 
the *oanal-:'Jmt,' gii(ird);it liy a strong niray of men. The 
next morning the roiruo Sflju will return hoine/' 

Vjifllni, wslie Imarri tiiis. lett tlio place, end going home, 
related nil (hat bod bapp«>iied to Mitniktarfl. Toshu 
said, "Will you feel yoursfllf secure at home, if you 
have to stay alone ?" 

"You need not Iw tiiixioua qo my accotinti j^istcr 
Ponclin hint come.'' 

Ki^liered by the news. Vashu rallind locether bit 
ntnii and hurried towards K:Uu's bant, determined to 
itelivi-r iib oiiptive friend. Darkness bad now dissipalod 
and the sky was Ut up wtlh the nilvory rays of the moon. 
Kftlii Will* ftlimping, sinTouiided by a htrung body of 
gnerds. who worn ketjpiflg watoii rltiring the night. 
Vaslni, <rt) arri vtiig at the spot, pnumal and oaid, "It 
would In- an ctc( of rishuB».» t<i jump nt the Tioint nf 
enemies weapons, I would mtlicr keep myself ootioeiU.. 
wl in the yonder hush iiinl wait for nn opportnniiy.*’ 


'ftrfl, til I he meantime, tried to Lhink out aome 
device, whoraby she could tiring about Kaiiu’s release. 
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This act alnite wnultl ’UttL'tly lior ni* relnnsine hi>r i»mt her 
litiB^ntid ftoin Ihriltiljt of xratifude Ibey oived tn 1Canu’» 
mother. While crifivi;cil with thi<i thwijht, TitnVs face 
wfw tuddcnii' III ii|i witfi n n^^h of joy. She W4i>ii> forth¬ 
with Into her room hjoI ^Iwiit Biimha, wlmm 

jihe lulornvd wit It orniiments uf vjirtoUit cotourB;. Klio 
Hien 4’{|ijippiiil ImrwHr with n Imw nnd nrruWB and^ttli otin] 
soma of the picked moo from her Int.'^hitnirA 

os«odAte», Coming to the rircr-aiile, they goi into 
.1 pictuitsfjuo Jmrgei. 'I’hcy went pul K.iiiju'« houjse, 
which stood Oil the left-baud side of I hi* river, anil far. 
tiler down thesiroon), at II Mhnirt dUUnce from tbo spot, 
PanohA attired henutt as n diiuctiut-girl and MAniktfira 
in a jovial apirit liegan to aitig a tune in a muaioai 
voice, Panchs danced to the accampanitueiil of the 
jingle of her anklets and TArA «inir a merir tune; 
and tJiua with grmt pomp, the boat i]utiti*d down 
the current, waftial aiuug the ehh-tide. KnJu'a homie 
was M»tt at ft distancei but no elderly member wan 
at home at tha time. 8o Kfliu's son. Diilu. ahnuted 
out to them, “ Ho, blithe iltnicem on the ptetuteequa 
boat, who nifty you !»? If you havi< no niind to court 
evil, give ni nil details ftltoitt yniir whorijuhouts; 
remember this h KaIii'n house,” 

At this Invltntion from Dulii, ihey mnored their 
boat iheiw; nod nlthoiigh n Knzi wss seen approaching 
frum n distiiniie on the rivi?r.banlf, they gnvr iha following 
false account about I heir (Mirly and their punmiLs. 

" On oecBsiona, Nki; this, wo geuimUly mako merrv by 
drink and dances*; if. nt this rtinift«>nt, we nm fortunate 
proiiuh (n. secure ti lover, we lock him rast in deep eiu- 
linwe and antertHiri him with our dance, ?sqw wb have 
come to you. Givu n» some drink, Bufyn to the Loat 
and fuiQl the desires of our young hearin,” 
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Dalu, tile jouiig rogue, yifapnd into thv boat—« 
to tlieir r,x,„ettwh charnw. Tlier efeored the 
homewanix, ringing and daodne alt the while. 
Oil raachitig home. Tat* firxt mnde a 6wpHy of the 
waniith of her feelloga and provided, for him* a trtdU 
fiifnwhed liedcling. spptwd otii on a liraiid*iiew heduKud. 
Rut next to that, Dulu wan hi fetters Hound hnnd and 
foot and t>ed ton ptlJnr. Hw reJeiijie wae nmde conili- 
tional upon Kjuiu being wt fr*-e, If Katin wiw to 1 i»p 
I lia he«4l at K&luV hands DoJu, too, wax to tntad with n 
Minilar futu. (TJ. i-B 3 .) 


Iiicouetr.TX, 



SANl'A 1. I Jfsr KBECTIOX 


.m: 

j m 




i;i 



[ 


IKTRODUmON 


TO 

SANTAL INSUBaECTIOS 

This abort baJInU waa coUeolod froni SuH hj Babu 
Sivarataa Mura and s»itt to mtf on the 8ih of September, 
1 » 25 . 

The theme of the bnllad, as the title suggesta, is the 
riaiog of the Santal popidatioo, iiihubiting the hilly 
froatier of ivestern Beogal—which pre^iitod a great 
meaaoe to the security of Ufa and property amoag the 
people of the froatier distriota ol West Besgal aboat the 
middle of the last century. 

A brief preltmttiitry nccoiuit ua to what wore the 
oircumstiuicoa, leading to an armed insurrootiou oa lbs 
port of the Santala may uat be out of plaoo hero. 

The S&atala of Jlirbham, a branch of the fMiclent 
taco nf aborigiual desceitt, Uvo in. anmll sot) uiHitertid 
hamlato, whore tboy procure a tiring by bunt, bat not 
unoften follow the avoc&tioti of agriouUurtaU by growing 
poddy ond other indigeDOttS crops. In tlte poet they eyed 
the ftindu lovtoaders with suspicion and distrust and 
sbunnedt as for os pir^ible, all contact with tboin. They 
did not grudge, liowevvr^ people of the blaoksmilh casto, 
dwelling in the outakirta of their rillages, sa the services 
of the latter were reqiiisitionod for making orrowohoads 
ond also for fashioning iroii-ornntnooto for Snutal wotnon 
—a fact, to which reference ts contained in the text 
<L1. 17*18), 

The neighbouring low landers were not immune from 
the marauding raids of these hitlmon; the hitter, after 
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baring leathered in their triater-harreat, stirred out on 
their hunting eicur»iona. in course of which tbey would 
often make a aiidden descent upon the lowljinir tracti^ 
and plunder and frighten awny the people, for 

H long timOj the mountaineerii remaiiicd « terror to tlie 
western border of Kengal 

Oman impottent chanue »'eis nrouiihi on their hnhits 
of Hfo by rho intToduclion, ill of iAiid ComirnHia' 
momentous legialatien, kneum ii'. the h'rmati«'nt Settle* 
ment Act, by which (br Govi'rriiiumt iHicnme pledire* 
bound not to make any further {lesesi^ment of land-taK 
On reolaimed land-S. lliis reeultud in wide extensiou 
nl tillnge, iihich made the mpitslists seek the old of 
labour. So the eerricas of the sturdy SHntul wore much 
ill ilemand for reolniming waitc Liiif] by cirnring Juuclm 
and dialing away wild beasts. The Siintule, too, eBrnnl 
an eaeior liriog by working as day-lalKiiiFerj*: flometimes 
they wePH given small granU o! tand. where they settled 
down to pmceful haliits, mruin a waste Jatide into culli- 
vabli? fialdn. 

Bui the growing immhem nf the«e Santal Immigrants 
who often turned into p»wtles« wandering hands, caused 
an alarm to the inhabitants of the slopes. To prevent 
them from reJopsing into their old marauding habit?, 
the Government raised a solid fencing of pjtlani to 
well off the Santa! lerritory from the lowland dbtricte. 
But a v«?t streioh of land, tnterreniiig Iwiween the 
fencing and the actual Imnndary nf the tract occupied bv 
the Santate ramaineil for nome time unoacupieil, hs the 
loW'Ianders dared not come too dose to the eitelrMurea of 
the Santal territory. Hero the Santals flocked tn over- 
whelming mtmliora. quitting their crowded mountain- 
home, and wore soon ‘ hlesacd with a life of plenty and 
proeperiiy. In these fertile elope?, the Saural? lived for 
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a eoDfllderable ilm^, as ptiaooCul iiejgbbaurs 

of tho low land people. 

But ihb slate of aJtair^ did uut lon^ cimtinuo. 
Tbo mniiey 'Tniiking EOal of the Bind a shop-keepeirt 
and ttitdeMnen teiidtid to strain the tranquil n'latioti 
existint* tHrtweeu tha two sections. The Snntab were 
aintple and straightforward, honest and scrupulous, 
the fiindu merohanta were ofleti found lo Iw ttmfty 
and unscrupulous. The dishonourable ETitidu moKhants 
practised dyoeptiou upon the iinauspeotiiig Satiliila in 
numerous ways iu their dnily tmnsnctions. The Santals 
brought rice and olher grains and clarified butter for 
sale, for which they got dotli. oil and salt iu eichnuge 
But false weights were ttsed in measuring the Santal's 
aupjily. Gradually, hotvcTerj the Suntals carne to realise 
thut they wore the dupiis of the Hindu spcculatora. Their 
mhieries wort furtfier nccentuated by usury. Sometimes, 
after having exhausted their little harvest on festive ecca- 
aioust the Smitals were ilrjreu to the need of approaching 
the Hindu usurer, u-ho ylaHlly advanced them loAna, 

But this act of kindness praoticnlfy bttuud them down 
to a state of serfdom. The ^dantals found ft difEcuU to 
exiriCiito thumseives from the Imbilitles of their dehts, and 
some day they werfi surprised to dml that their kind beue* 
factor had managed, without their knowledge, to obtain 
a deewe again’*! their pumons. Thin tieury, in a large 
numbi-r of cases, devclopciJ slavery. The Santal ooiild 
not get redress in Inw courts; the protection of 
law mi3 hardly of any avail to the ignorant Baulal. 
The admhiistr.'Uion of iIih Seintn) territoTy was not 
beyond repronch, Mr. Hunter, in hi^ " Aunala of 
Kurnl Sen gal," while critlcBlng the cheap and practical 
mode of administratinn, obtaining in the Santal 
area, remarks, " In the ailmiii 1st ration of the Santal 
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MUlunifiut, ererytMns Uiat cost money without 
bringing in a tangible roturo wae avoided.” 

The Centra] Governmeat kootr nothing of the 
giiovancjes under which two milltona of human people 
were groaning. The Engliah Superintendent of the Santa! 
territory wa^ busy collectbg roveniR' and took no painti 
to Hsoertsin the grievanoes of the people, whom he was 
deputed to rule. The Diriaional Comnuesioner, too, wm 
approached without any neault. This indifference on the 
part of the sutboritiea upset the balance of mind 
of tbe rude mountaineaw. They nuuieed together under 
two Santal leaders, who were bra there and one nf whom 
was probably Subhii Babu, mentioned in the opening 
lines of the tart. Emissaries were‘seat all over the 
Santal-world: and ihew waa raised among t he San tale 
A geneml e^pooUtfon of some mighty event, for which 
they though t they were called upon to ho prepared. 

In a fi'w days, a great expedition set out and moved 
down upon the plains; but so long as food laated, the 
expedition retained the charaoter of a peaeefiil proces- 
alon. The original intention of the expedition. Hr. 
Uuuter holds, had been to nmruli on to Calontta with n 
view to laying the tale of their grievance before the 
Goyerisor-Oeneral, But tbe danger of undisolplined 
armed nmsses. with no provision for food, mnrehing 
through prosperoM* cities and vilUges, soon manifoatod 
itself. The character of the expedition changed; 
ebiughter of Hindu usurers, looting of sho|n and raiding 
tbe houses nf well-to-do oitixens followed In the wake, 
The local authorities were not at first alive to the gravity 
of the sltiiatiou ; on the other baud, they seemed to treat 
the muttoT lightly, dishclioving that an armed insumie- 
tion had really burat fortti within Hieir jiiriEilmtlott; and 
we find in the text burrowing details of the sufferings 
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which the blunder of Uie authoiikbs eutaifed cn the 
people. 

The bnllad-maker litia gireii the route, whieh wns 
followed by the rebellious band and localised the scenes 
ol disturhaudo. Thus we And in the iMllad that the 
SanUls hni mustered strong on the hank of the 
llaoTakshi. whence Lliey probably moved to a village, 
named H&sltkuli. Here they assassinated a moneV'leijder, 
named Bcchamm in cold blood. Tbenee they proceeded 
towards Sailipur, having created a havoo among the 
innocent villagers on either side of ihdr route! At 
Sadipur, they plundereti the clotb-shops and then went 
to » place named Kapistak. Finm Kapistak. they 
moved on and burnt down, on tbe way. the police- 
station of Langul. They wore proceeding towards the 
east, but on meeting a detachment of sepoys under a 
commander marching to meet tbem. the Santala chnnged 
their ooiirso and turned back towards the west, 'fiiey 
9tap]>ed at the house of one Gayaram in a rltlage named 
Perorpur. In the meantime, while engaged in their 
plundering raids, they found the Sepoys on the oppoette 
bank of the MaurakshL But neither army dared cross the 
rirer» The Santals ware beating their drums and making 
merry on one bank of the river, but the Commander of 
the Sepoy army was keenly watching the situation from 
the other hank. Alt on a sudden, the Commander of tho 
Sepoys ordered hij army to heal a strategic retreat. 

Unable to eomprehond this strategic move, the un* 
dweiptined Santals jumped into tbe river, elate with n 
•mjhiw of their suppiwed victory, and crossed over to the 
other side. Thn Sopoys now tufuoj back and opened 
bring j a havoc was thus errattfd among the Santal rank. 
The news reached the Santal head-qnartort and caused 
a goncral depression of spirh anjong tho mountainonr*. 


BASTtIttN HKNUaL 

Eut Aoou H i^'inforctiment of tliouaiiiid hHlnicn 

from tlia U^jmitbal liills uwelled their rank &Dd, with 
renewfd vi^ijur, ltie,v riinrDht'd an to tbi) neighbouring 
Tillages end towue and perpetrated unnamberad Htrocitieu 
there, detsU^ of whiqb ere gireii in the text. 

Speedy meaeiires were, hovFever, subeequently tnkeu 
to reduce the liiAurgentii nncl peace soon restored in 
the ufFectetl nrettf. Compjin'd with what we have knowii 
about the Santiila rrom a perusid of hutoricnl acuoiinlfl, 
the ballad to have presented them rather in an 

unfavourabte light, We bare fieen, boxvever. In the 
text itself, huw ttie iinlf-urmed and nnduolplined Santa) 
ifiiite iosocent of mil 1 tar v strutageoii^ were mowed dowu 
by lha disciplined Britidi trtiops. Tbu Santtils knew 
not how to surrender. They tinswered the call for 
surrender by volleys of nirow?, whtdi made their rnighly 
opponents open firing, and thus the poor SantaLs pemhed 
to H man on ihi^t spot. Mr, Hunter bus, iu this oonnec- 
tion. It noted the reroivrk of an ofBcer, who Look an nctive 
part In putting down the iusurmotion. " It was," said 
the officefi " no war, but execution." 

The hiUlad-maker sulincriltes himself as one R-rishrm- 
das liny in the colophon i from il«e vividness of iu 
descriptive details, the fjaliad aecmif; to have been 
composed ^ligrtly after th*^ relmlUim had lieen quelled, 
** In 1202 U, S.," writes Krishoadns, " when the country 
was inundated by a groat Hood, ionuincrnble men n ere 
ilaughtered by the Insurgents at Abdurpur," (Text, 
11.120) So the author^s own stateinont brings the 
date of the itisurrectioa to 1262 B. S,, which corresponds 
to 1SR5A.D.; and from thin, wc inay conclude that 
the ballad was composed sometime towards the latter 
hall of the nineteenth century, 



The BaUed on the Santha] Insurrection. 

Lend me tUy ear, brethfwn. Tb thee, «iy worthy 
audience, I ^holl relate the narratiTP, 

The SautLala nre up in arma. rallied together at the 
cararoatid of their chief, Suhha Bahu, They are rai^mg 
their battle-cry and gathering In thousands. The 
eeeurity of life is at stake. Any moment, they can Inrade 
the Inoallty and plunder the oitizena. Wailioga of 
irulowa an* rending the nky t a genera! consternatioti u 
being felt et'ory where. Even utensil a and other small 
artioles of dally use are burled underground by the 
panio-slrickoQ people, who are nlwaya apprahenstve of a 
general raid. The Government, of coitne, are anxious 
to devise means for the defence of their realm. Itelieved, 
to a certain extent, on getting correct information aljout 
the resources of the insurgents, the people are speaking 
to one another thus, “ Do not run away, leaving behind 
your properties. Hold on to your home. There, the 
British soldiers are coming to our rescue, with their 
bayonets erect, girt in their martial ctoalc. Their guns 
are loaded and they are, lieaidoa, expert riders 
theraselvtjii." 

**Ju5t tell me where the rebels have pitched them- 
selves," some one asks, to which another replica, •’ Oh, 
W8 have just seen them arrayed on the hank of the 
river Maurakshl, where they are lying in ambuaoade, 
turning towards the east and parading their skill 
in archery by shooting arrows at trees. Quite a 
colony of blacksmiths are being maintained on their 
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staff (of armttiir-maWs), Arrow-heads are beioi* 
suppliLfl oa demand and waapous are uintla to ord^r 
with a surprising pTOmptnes-s^ l^t (fie supply should run 
short. The rebels n™ ri|^ht—«ifi in iheir peculiar 
uniloriu, vrifb string of sacred thread banging nerosa 
their breast. They proolaim their approach bv the beat 
of drums; <bey Ukw delight in slaugiitcrmg and reyel 
in mi^t and drink. Bavin- cro«.s«d Biishkuli. they have 
stepped into the village-area ; anri p&jpb'^ al their eight, 
•uro (lying in hot haate. Somebody, in the meantime, 
was BYpr^-ssing his deep lametil for liaving to leave 
behind the big pince* of cooked fish. " Fly awav f 
what A catnatrophe I ■' these were the nords on cv^ 
lip and llif«re was miaetl in the locality n great him and 
cry, Tim rebeh have grown furious,—thirsty of hutnaii 
blood, after having stain Rtichamin, the money-lender. 
They nut tliH courts of law at open defiance and over¬ 
throw all authority. They nro keeping to ilm forest-track, 
and arriving at Sadipnr, they huve looted the oloth-sUopa. 
Having looku! as many pieces of cloth as they desirw], 
and bavins mtido himdlim of those, they have departed 
thence, carrying (hosa hundlca on their ahouhler*. In 
the oouraw of one nJghl, the hundlim have been briskly 
removed from the spot and they have arrivcrl at 
'^pistaka. The drums, which are beaten dny and 
night, have Imcomc a rosnlnr nuisftm?e. AI mcaltinns 
the children of ■ he Ban Uials conn* thronging in botch os, 
with these words on their bps. '"Brethren, wo 
will siiin the kiiigdnui for oitrwlves um] make oifr 
fortune*." 

After tm» days, (hey ^et Qn< to the ;>olice-station at 
Lamriil. Oo receipt of the import, the wpoy* marched 
with their guns and met Dar®, ilunshl on the way, who 
promptly relrfinU-d to the wrst in fright, Tim linnahrs 


^ANfiJAL fSiUltUKCnOV 


luind iitopped nt the houiiti of Gavtlruni iif Gorerpu 
'I’htjy next broke open tJiv lockit of oil th& ricc-gmoarlcu 
Aod tooted tliem ; nnd Uiin^ry iw ttiey wore for 
had no food for ^^everal day* (jiwt, ihev hidii a wmiptuou^ 
feaat tfaero. 

At once a detachment of «ej>n>'% mittijiped with their 
bayonets, arrivnd «t the rirer-^iile, comnianded by their 
captain. They studied ihc »tlmition v«»y CJin-ftilly and 
poitpoaed, for the time beiiijf, orottsliijj; the river 
Mnurakshi. On the other side of the river, the opponents 
ttere ready with their hoiva and arrowa, and other equips- 
mtuiU, but iJie fight did not comtuence yet. The 
Santbalfl won* beating their drumH and dnnt-ing in murri- 
meut. ffobody would, for life, dare to cross the river 
at that point; thort* was danger on either nJda of 
the river. The captain held a Lince in his hand and 
closely watched tho situjaiou. Caicukting the numerical 
strength of tht; oppuiienU, two of the cmamandeni held 
a private eonsullatton hetwei-n them mid ordered the 
eepoye to keep the guns n?Mdy for Hriiig, Afkr ii time 
the Jiaoidtir linked the Sultadar to bring him a {elescupe 
which being very promptly suppUsd,' lie mounted an 
elephant, and taking his seat an the back uf the animal, 
fitted the telescope lo his eyes, fie noticml. from a 
ilistaufi*, that Ihu JibnithAjj* wore slaying in bushaii and 
thicketa, .^npying an area of two to Hirer miles. 

■* Bejit a retreat *’ was the order Usuod by the iifdiitk, 
and ha liinmelf led the strategical retiremuiil. The 
Santhals. at the sight, nmrehwl quick almost with thu 
speed of the wind. Klate with n sense of their supposed 
victory, they jumped into tUo riv- r and (housahAs of the 
Santhals swam over to the other side. Their only cry 
was, “llo! citcch them ami kill. To-day w'e * will 
plunder the ht*iitl-qnarttfhi of Suri and overthrow Um 
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authnrity there. We will rush into (he jail-cnmpounJ, 
mustbr strong there and set the prist>njer« at lihcrt/. 
Our Sulilm liAlitt wilt hetieuforward beeutae our kin^. 
The .Tu%e Sahib will Im; put to death and all authority 
vrill be anatched by our ohisf. We will break open the 
grog-shop, owned by Krishna Saha, amt drink wine to 
our nil." 

In tliH ineatitime, the order was shouted fnrth to the 
Hopgys, ** Ready quiok. Take arms. Jfo doJny.'* Alas, 
the Sniitlmlfl were uqw biought to Imy by the stratagem 
of the sepoy-force, xkn UD'orgiinJiied tribe, without any 
military training atid tactics, the SanlliHls could not 
apprehend this stnUegienl move on the part of their 
tnighiy uppuneiits. All on a iiiihlen, thfly hitaFf) the order, 
" Fire thimdored out from the enemy's rank. Promptly 
did the sejioy^^ htild their gnus aloft and discharged 
fifty shots at a time, The bullets Ilow in all direotious 
like shooting Stars, stnkiug thu Siintlials on Ihdr t-nok and 
piercing them tlirmigh. Those who suirvfvcd took to iholr 
becla. The rank of thu Sanihala ivas tliiuned by tbo 
of eight score of lives. The Saiithals (led from the 
field in hot haste, not even daring look liehind, and 
arriving at the Salakh hill, reported the sad news of 
their defeat to their chief. The report caused a depression 
nl spirit ammig the Sartibak. 

The next raornuig, they all assembled together,—a 
rc-mforcenient from the Hajmidml lillh wan added tn 
their number, their numerical strength now inontaved tot he 
figure twelve thuuoEmd- They were now [last all fears of 
death, always ready to give battle, equipped wiUt bows 
and arrows. They came os far as the bounds of the town- 
area and sounded the trumpets. The oitixene began to flee 
in great cDnfusIon--a1l castes and ranks of the towu^- 
pcople. The '* people of the milkman ctuto—the 
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iled from tbe citjr, not forg«ttiog, while flying 
away, to take away the [wta of deltojaut preparations. 
Old and ducrepit people atniggluil to effect thair eaoape 
supporting the weight of their liody on thdr atieks! 
The Mussalimna and rakeers. with grey beard, fled ia 
great haute, with these words on their lips, '• Oh Alla \ 
how sharp am their arrows ! Ob thou great fir of 
Truth, save ns In this crisis. Alas, alas ! wc are going 
to lose our life and HT,ai a diro calamity has 

Walltili us But the rnolhffr ef om Kalu Sheikh 
was lamenting only because her hen wi,s missing. 
Everybody was anxious to make hb escape; .so there 
was a great rij.sh—a whole populntion was on the heeia, 
deserting the city in great oonstarnatioi] 

In the meaii’timo, two thouKand of the Sant Hals made 
a forcible entry into Uib palace of the loeui liaja, riiey 
crowded thick there and looted all the apartments, setttRg 
up a great uproar, The nuttiber of the victims, killed at 
their hands that day, exceeded two score and a lidf, After 
all tills wnr« done, the 8iiiithaig, in great exultation, aat 
there, sharpening thetr battlo-aios. Subsequently they 
beheaded the haM-henJed felluw at lAujur. Next they 
marched on to Kumralmd iind crowded the locality hy 
their orerwholraidg number#. Thb villngt., uio. was 
devastated by lire. Grniiitrft» of rice, wsamum' and 
other (Ujoda wore burnt down t« nsbes. Cows, Imffaloes 
goats and sheep* won* liurtii in hundreds in tlmt groat 
cciniljigration. Just as, in the days of yore, the monkey* 
here Uatiutnaii jumped from am* iio,wa-top to mot her, 
burning down the city of Kuikfi, oven so were tJm 
Saiithals marohlng from one hottw to anothor, «jtttnii 
flro thereto, Sadim Das a nntivo of that village, in 
company witli four othors, apprmohwd Iha Djstriet*Jud-re 
and made the following ropresantalioo to him: "Our 
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Iivi‘s artt EiiSf*i>uni. tti) tiat kumr wliat stcpii your 

lonUbi|) b (!OrittfRi[jLiiLirig (o take. My {Mteninl bomo* 
steiu) hjis bc4»ri riiftitc^ to tiilieif, mid my linitlior, too, 
biis lest his tifo nt thoir bririd.% So pWow devise tnuniis; 

punish the rebelsif anil dofeud the Euhjeots from the 
horrors. With b'ittle*ni(;s they ate d* voeUttiig the 
country, uhiub ^rUl aoon he rrdueed to a forest-realm." 
On houriug this, the s©|)oyij hold their guria over 
their ehuulders luuJ murched on to KuroralTiul before 
daybreak. 

Now the light timl took place there will Lake a long 
time to describe; besides my attempt to desoribu the 
satnn vividly is like the dwarfs voiituro to cutohthe mooo. 
The rebels took their liows and discharged arrows. They 
had thousands of tminud dogs with tham. 

The Sail t1 lain heard tho Sahjb shout lag forth the 
command i^tre"; nud IhouBantis of their rank were 
shot deed at once. This put the Santhals to rout iind 
they Oed towards the wesi. Some twelve men were 
kilted llint day in the Boraffat\ What uutoLd suRTerings 
and indignities were inflicted on the people by the 
Sautbuls! Many a U'omttn, who W'ere entente, were 
delivered of child on the way. In this way the S^intbah 
went about looting houses everywhere. What to 
of meOt oven godii like (lopal had to fly away from 
their pri'^euce T Borne on the head of the temple-priest, 
the deity lleil in haste from the Bluindi-forest. 

*'Oh mother Kali of Itirsiogiiur, how cjin 1 deacrihe 
your glory ? KrtsStindas prays only for this, tnother. 
Allow' him a place at yom feet. Take pity on me, 
mother, and in your intlnite kinrim'ss, deliver mu frrnti 
the bondage of the world, h) 12Gt lt.S. when the 
cuutilry was iiiundaU'd by » grwit i1i>otl, innunmrahit; 
men W'ero alaiiglitared by thu msurgooi-* at Abdarpur." 
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Kriibna Du# fl»y The S«nthAl« bare Aobiored b 
deed, AJl that f haye recounted befoi-e joa, inj 
audience, are true. Believe me, brethren, mj aocoant 
ia not a creatson of fanoy^, jfow before we part, let aa 
utter the namfi of God ; f(>r our dHT-i are numbered.” 


Tan ENti. 
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PRKrACE. 


Tho IfiillAd oC Niiuitt da^oit was ooUeotod bj 
Babii Asuto'^b Chowtthufii one of out bnllad-^ollectofif 
fTora soveral sour<ce«i. The gnwter part was ooUeoted 
bf A-ibii Batiu from u vilhtge-rhapsodist named Sadar 
Ali Gnyon of Allah, a vitUgo within the jurifldiction of 
the Police Station of Boalkhali in Chittagong. Sadar 
Ali, like alt otber rnsUo mitiBlreU, follows an agricultural 
arocmtion during a major portion of the year, demoting 
himself to dagiog songs of this nature in ueighhouring 
localities in December, when he is free from field-work. 
The remaining part nf the bultad was collected from a 
juggler named Matiar Rttluiman. 

This ballad is still exteneively sung by the Tillage* 
peasants of Chittagong and is very pr»pular with the 
Muhummadans. 

The date of composition nni] the oamo of Us author 
are unkuiiwn. The original might hare been composed 
in the fourteenUi century or earlW, shortly after the 
death of Kutam, the rehlwr. But oridently some 
changes wore inlroduocfl into It by the rhapsodwts of 

It has hardly any poetic value. But It should he 
remembered that the simple Tillage-folk greatly enjoy this 
olosa of songs, sung in a melodious Toice, oceompanied 
hy a chorus—the oharin of which is accentuated by 
the oound of musical instrumonts. Thus the 
which show no intrinsic poetry merely as a piece of 
U 
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litcnirv productioQ, do not Inck in Ike pathos of 
oiRotioDul pootry, Tvtieu saag by u trained (wnd of 
and I bavo hi^rd tbai the hallafl of Nizam, the robber, i» 
much enjoyed by the masaes of tho countryside irhen 
it ia sung. 

I have tklroady found il to he the oaae in regard to 
these ballada that if ttie topis ts soeUl or domestio, the 
ballad ta often found to contain fine lyrical sentimonU, 
enliveaed by dashes of true poetry. But when it has 
for its BUhject a roligioua talc, it becomes full of 
mirncutous iogends, much on the lioes of the welUhuowti 
Maioiimati eonga. There is no differeuce in this respect 
between a Hindu and a Mosicni tale. They bristle with 
accounts of supernatural and superhuman fenta, full 
of raystici^m and witd beliefs, ft is home out by 
history that there was a MqJtotnedan dacoit namvd 
Nizam and that he latterly became a true saint, after 
passing through great piniances and austerities. Itut in 
the legend of all the ealnte of the world, the clement of 
mimcle is a domiuaot faokir; ivnd this » as true on the 
Northern shores of the Meditemutean an it ie on the 
hilly tmeta of (Jhittngong or other provinces of India. 
The ballad ia important from the point of view that tho 
legend bears nffinity to many Hindu tales and shows 
human psychology working in the same nuuiner in the 
East and the West, in the aocount of sainte. This ballad 
holds before m an important phase of popular Moslem 
Iwlief and we, <w noiglilmurs of our faralhren professing 
Islam, ought to be iatoiested in thusB Icgende and 
traditiona. When a person, whether a Maliomedait or 
a Hindu, rU^is above the IotcI of ordinary men and 
becomes a saint, he is diiimed by all, irrespective of the 
faith which be might profou in his earlier days. He 
becomes a friend of the world, fully ooemopoUtAn in his 
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viflws; and many aro the IPif* at whose Darga the 
Bind us ojfer their pujft and similarly many are the 
Saangagig amongst Btndua, who rec-oiTQ a tribute of 
worahip iit the hands of the Mahomodans. 

It is a ourious thin^ to observe in thin ballad that 
the Muhammadan rustic had a great respect for the 
Hindu shrines, nay for the Hindu deities, in those days. 
In the prologue, erlilently eompooed by a Mabomedau, 
he sings hymns in praise of some of the local Hindu 
ahiines and even pays hia tribute of worship to Eldhft 
Kriahna and other Hindu deities. It is n well-known 
tact that there are still many Muhammadan aingers in 
Bcugal, whose avocation is to sing the song of Manaea 
Itevl and even of K&ll This respeotful and slacero 
reeogniibn of the Hindu gods and goddesses by 
the ATehnniftdnii rostics of the country side and the 
correspondiug regard which the Hindus have always 
shown to Mahonicdan Pirt and to their Hatgag, once 
strengthened the bond of unity between the twoeom- 
munities and eaused them to have a genuine regard 
for the feelings luid sentimenta of each other, I do 
mot know why, but the MoUafas and orthodox HrohinJoB 
are now tryiitg to create and widen a gulf which never 
Gilsted, and which is so fatal to the lamw of our country's 
welfare. 

In the preHmrnary hymn, yre And mention of the 
Itara Ptr Sahib. The mosque of this worthy still cjciabi 
in the village of Noapara on the Komafuli, within tbcf 
jurlsdicUon of the FoUoe Station Hanjan in the dial riot 
of Ghiitagong. This mosque has a great celebrity among 
the Mnhumudaiui cl Rmitorn Han gal. Pilgrims guthar 
hero in particular seasons io pay their respects to Bara 
Fir Sahib from the remotest parts of Chittagong, 
Koakhnli, Myrnetuiiogb and Dacca, 


473 eastern BENGAL BALLADS 

Sheikh Farid u oae of the i^at saiats, tnentloncd 
in the haltaiU 

Only five niilos to the north of tha town of Clutta- 
^ng, there is a’ village named Xasirabad vHlhin tha 
jurisdiction of the Police Station i'anchlkh. Hew the 
Dargn of Sultan Bazed Borftami exists to this day. Close 
to it is a fountain of trunsparent waterSt which gtuhes 
out from a rocky underground and goei by the name 
of •* Farid's Spectacles," 

The village Klzampur of Ciuttagon^ ra*, according 
to some, named after Nizam, the hern of this baliAd. 
Chittagong is held oaored hv Mahomedana owing to the 
fact that iliia district was a resort of twelve celebrated 
/luiidfov Moslem Saints. Than Ba Tuta, (he celebrated 
Arab traveller, paid a visit to Chittagong in order to see 
the niostjiie of Pir Badar. 

Tim meeting of Sheikh Farid with Nizam is 
described in a legendary tale, which has many points 
in common with the occntiiit of Valmiki, who had 
originally l>eoa a robber, named Itatnakar and was 

latterly reclaimed by Nftrada, the sage,_as given in the 

BSmiyana by KrittivAsa. I will presently make B-yt yfutfai 
from the two leg^'nda and plairo them aide hy side in 
order to show this striking point of agreement. 

^ Tn ertfit) 

C»Wtl ^ CRf ®t?& B 

^ ^ W 5 «o ^ <f 5 H 

’HRl urtfa wrt s 

6lfl wem 
SWOT ,gwci I 
strati! awl TlawH i 
eflaffi *tic*nj wtUt Tnni ^ ^ t 
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^ csf^, 

f=T5l? ^tn^csa •it’in.»? ^»<Tni) 

Now It word nfaout the history of Nkatnudiliu 4utia, 
According to my friend, Mnulari SnhiilalU, M.A., B.L., 
Lecturer, Dacca Oniverrity, Niratnuddb floarkhod 
in the 13th century and was n tiiiMvo of l)i|.Jhi. Aa a 
robbar, he is said to bare killed flfty-two mon befoi* 
hu bad met the celebrated saint Fitrid imd Intteriy, 
after haring undergonu great austerities nnd penanoBR,' 
be kilted the infamous Jabhnr. He is «i h 1 to hare 
oaolaimed frn TOllW ?tTs1 csiHZ—a phrase, which fane »inoe 
become a familiar adage in this country. There U this 
difference between the rcrsione given by my friend and 
whot we find in the halM, tbat in the latter we find 
Nkam first meeting Farid after haring killed tnnumor- 
able men at the rate of ninetj'iiine men a dav, whereas 
the number of NkamV Tj'otlms, as kid down by mv 
frlond, is only fifty^two. 
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But n slnrj topjt tnuoh like the one deeoribed in this 
balUd nnd in tbo KrittivA-^i BAmavAna tfl oke routed 
of Uie Aaint EAriduddin, who flouriiihed in the 13th 
ceutiirir. An aucouot of this is to be found ia the 
"I’Bzkiffttal AuJifl," 

It is difficult to AscertAti) whether KrittivAtta, who 
OoiuposL'd his hnttiAfAiui in the hegintiio^ of the ICth 
ocnturjr. attributed h le^ead preralent in hia times, to 
EotnAkar (Vulmiki), havinx tAken U from the le^nds 
related of the two ^tahomedau saints, or it was an 
nnoient Le^nd about somo forgotten luunte of the past 
"the original souroe from w'hicrh the Hindu and 
Moslem writers oopled it and nllrniuted to their own 
apostles. 

I do QOt know how Kixam dnooit, who was born in 
Delhi, could be so popubtr in Chittagong that eren the 
ruBtio people there have been singing his praises for 
long genenitlons with such warmdi of admiring 
devotion. 

The descriptiott of Nizam, the robber, his awe* 
inspiring figure end great physical strength, have ibeir 
parallel in KcdAiatd, the hero of the holUd of the same 
name, published in the Let Volume of this work. One 
striking point, of difference caniioi, however, he ignored. 
Cfaandr&vati, the poetess, who described KenArAm, was 
the very soul of candour. 8he gave the story os she 
knew it, without trying in the leoet to heighten 
tbo glory of the saint, her father, by attributing to him 
any miraculous powers for effecting the re formation. 
Yet the simple pathos of her tale Bhows the great 
saintlinpH and spiritual power of Sangshi DAs and the 
sincere repeutunco and devotion of EunArAm in snob a 
powerful way lhat no tegunds, full of miraculous tales, 
could so eifecUvely produce on impression about the 
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power of faith, as her simple narration of facts, in her 
beautif uJ poetical style, has done. 

Many traditions are related in Persian Litezatars 
about Nizamuddin AuliA. Tuzukd-Jabangiri relates a 
story showing the liberal riews of the Autifk On one 
occasion when bn saw a large concourse of Hiodn people 
reciting the name of Sira (Ham—Ham) on tbe f»nk 
of the Jumna, Nizam composed tlie couplet “Hor 
Kaumarastli Rahu dini Okili Gabo " (Every nation has 
a atmight path to heaven in their religion) upon which 
his disciple Amir Elmaru replied by another couplet 
Mon Kibla & rasth kardam, bar simal-a-kaj kulahe ** 
(The crooked turban of my Guru is my own stmight 
path). This refers to the slanting turban nbich Nizam 
wore. Them ia a tradition to the effect that the prophetic 
cone of Nizam, incensed at the oppression of Suttan 
Muhammad Tughalak, reduced Toghalakabad into a 
duaert inhabited by the savage Gujar tribe.' 

The ballad of Nizam, tbe robber, was received by me 
on the ISth of July, 1936. 


D. C. Skk. 
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The Ballad of Nizam Dacoit. 

( 1 ) 

Piisl ot dll. I buw down to (ho Supreme Deity, and 
seciOTidly to (the same Oinniptiteut lloing conooivod ee) 
thoCr^utorj aad thirdly to the bonigu IncMnatimi of 
Li?ht. The Komn ami other Scjriplui-al testa t Tt‘?aril fw 
ivvelatiocLH—the eiwred utterance^ of the Lard hiroflelf. 

When the I/Jrd vn*> efi§roas»l in deep meditation, 
Ibe liuotiioua flgure of Mehoiuat tlonhtd before Uls^ 
mind's oyu, auil m He iiaajti ami ifaaed upou the vision. 
He Ijei^an to feel n oartidn eoftooin!; of the heart. So 
out ol love. He otoatocl the prophet Itahomet and sent 
him down to llw earth a» the very dower of the 
(the aolar mco). He aext creatod the entire univonte. 
Had there been no iocarontion of Slabomot, there would 
net have been eaUMished the seat of God in all tlie 
three worlds. 

All revefBUca to Abdulla ftnil to Atnlrifi; sisliitsttions 
nt the feet of her, who Imre in the womb Mahomet (tbe 
ddivoror) of the earth. All honour to the oity of srecen 
in the west .and to the Miibomediin saints ; arid further 
WMt, 1 do TOverenoe to the eity of Medina— the burial 
place of our Rosul. Uibi IfoEQmah, danghfor of llosul, 
honoured ot all, wm eallffd * mother' by all excepting All. 

In the northt I tribute ol rcspocta to the 

Himalayas. Iwimath whose *nowy heights lias the entire 
univerea. I bow down to the riamg sun lu the east, and 
ftUo to the ahrine of Vrimiavano, together with Lord 
Krishna, the Eternal Lover of sweet lUdha. I next de 
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reverence to tho mitkv rivers and t)iB ocean, daahiaif 
againat the two chorea, with sandy shoaJs in the middlo. 
In all the four direotiona, r tender my respectful 
complimente to all the four sects of (hu ifusMlmans. 
I pay my Itomuge to Mother Earth Iwbw and to the 
heavens nbove. I bow down to Moth«r lailmati in the 
vUlag© of Rfttinyft and also to the mosque of the gmat Pir 
at ^awapa^B. I neit make my taham to the hill of 
KurWyftmura to the right and the mosque of Oirmai 
to the left. The great upholder of truth onoe pnaeed 
through these tract*. The river Sonkha ia aUo sacred,- 
m the middle of which there are abcals, obatruot- 
mg Its oouno; so the stream seems to bo crying for 
delivereuoo from the threatened silting up of iu bed, 
Tendering my regards to all these snored spots, I proceed 
onwards and arrive at Sita Ghat, where I offer my 
tribute of worshipful regards to that ideal of womanly 
Tirtuoe-Stta l>flvi,-at.d also to her lord RaghunJtths. 
But the worthiest object of my wordjip i* niy father 
and mother, to whom I owe this corporeal eristenoe on 
earth. The ungrateful sou, who speaks harsh words 
to his parent!., is first allowed a peep ink, Heaven and 

then hurled down into eternal Hell, the horrore of 
which become thus glaringly presented to him* There 
the wretch is doomed to ret for ever, surrounded 
by hell-fire and to cry for deUveranoe in the atonv 
of bis soul. 

Finally do I make my obeisance to my teacher and 
then bagin, irith your permireion, my learned audience 
to sing the ballad of Nixam dacoit. (Ll. l-AA.) ' 

( 2 ) 

In the eastern hills lived Nismra, the dacoit. He 
roamed over those tracts, always on the look-out for 
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TiotimA, vhoTD he vroald dliipatch on sighL Early in 
the moriiin^ the dnoott used to ri,w from his bed and 
proceed towards the ^^Aar-forest, sword in hand. He 
had a strong-built physique and a very dark noraple^lon. 
Hii eyes were fiery, and red like the t/oAa-flower, His 
hair was crisp, and beard and mouetuche Jong. Hia arms 
and legs weru like wooden piUars, hnilt from the trees 
of the JrrraiV-epeciea Ilje grip of his haniLs was verity 
like the tiger's paw, hia neck being like tmte a tion's. 
Hia gaze resembled that of a buffalo and Ms moTcmente 
ooald be oompared to an elephant's gait. 

To the east of the JEHpcir-forost, stands a steep hillock, 
surrounded hy thick bamboo-grores and oaoe-bowers. 
Tigers and bears, elephants and boara roam orer this 
tmcL To the w^t stand smaU mounds, overgrown with 
straw I and between two each mounds, runs a narrow 
pass. At one extremity of the pass there is a big banian 
tree, beneath the ahade of which Nisam takes his seat. 
When tiavellers are seen passing by that tree, the dacoit 
suddenly nukes his appearance before them and snatohea 
away all their poeacssious. It they do not easily consent 
to part with their riches, Hizam bursts into rage and 
terrorises them ; and sometimos the heads of his poor 
viotlms are blown off. Thus Intjuroemble innocent way* 
farers lose their lives in the iJipor-forest, (LI. 1.34.J 

( 8 ) 

There was a Muhammadan saint, named Shaik Farid. 
Id the deep forest ho lived in seclusion, altsorbed in 
meditation. He wuuld oonatantlj mutter the sacred 
(onnulm and hia eyes knew not a wink of sleep. It so 
happened on an oocasion, that as the Fakir sat steeped 
in contemplation, his mind was distressed by thinking 
about this pest of the forest, and hy dint of his 
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modiUtire conceataitioTv, knev nt once thet tbe 
robber ktlled every night about a hundred wayEerera, 
in a ruthlesi nuuiner. 

The ncut morning the Fokir rose, and after thinking 
H whiie, assumed the guise of an old man. He 
filled a bag with plenty of money and having placed 
the <tanie acrosa hL'i alroulders, proceeded on hie way 
'With mi iron stink iti bis hand, the old man walked 
slowly, hetit with age, hu eyes fixi.<d downwards. When he 
came near the entronoo of the narrow jhoss, ho heard from 
n rlistanoo the thundering voice of Xiraui dacoU. Tito daoott 
bad hi» sword iinihoaihod, his oye» rodtletiod with rage, 
'llieii did ho approach the old mao and uocmt liirg ttiui^. 
*' Hear me, old man ; gii'o me all iHl- money yon have 
with ynii, or you lose your head." The old man asked, 
"How ranch do you denmnd of rue?" "Two hundred 
rupees paid” replied Kizam, "might jjave jour life,” 
The Fakir, on hearing thin, pul his hand into the bag, 
brought out the amount of two hundred rupees and 
made it over to the robber. When his first demand of 
two hundred rupees was promptly satisfied, the robber 
gn^d at the Fakir's bag, which atill seemed almost full. 
The dacoit paused a while and then mode a further demand 
of fire hundred rupees In the fcUowing wonb ; " Be 
prompt In complying witli my demand, or you die,*' 
Uttering this threat, he began to brandish hia sword, 
So tbo Fakir counted another five hundred rupees and 
haodetl it over, with great prompt ness, to the rohher. 
This demand, loo, being satlailcd, the dacoit gaxed aomc' 
what surprisingly at the hag, which remained even then 
as full as over. This eut him a-thinking and thus did 
the dacoit muse within himself, " No ordinary mortal this 
old Tpn^u seema to be. No drain or diminution bus bei;u 
caused to the contents of the bag even after this rather 
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bfiovy |>aTn)ont. So he be iome DurwesJb or 

Fakir,** He then nddrcsiUMl the oW man thus, “ llear 
me, olil roan; more mane; you inttsi give me or your 
head will l)e dashed to pioeos.'* 

Ihe Fakir, on hoariog aliouiiliiA frejili demand, jiikntly 
opened Uie lag and ceias poared forth in profuaion with 
II jingling nokc. Very s^xxti, quite a heap aooutnulated 
there, which looked as high as n small hill and Nizam 
saw this. The Fakir oald to him, ■■ Jiia( do one thing. 
Vou have your mother, wife and children at hornet 
go to them with this money, A vast wealth laTo you 
amassed hy making aluughtor of men your avocation 
in life. But this body of yours Is compoeod of earth 
and into eorlli will it Anally disaolre. So please do not 
pursue ibis sinful nrocntiou any longer, I hasecch j'ou. 
Mend your ways from now* and return home.’* With this 
eibortatioa the ]■ akir stopped. The doeolt felt semewlat 
abashed and hung down bis bead. A abiTor wont through 
Nizam s liody, os If an earth quake shook the Cigar forest.. 

Once again the Fakir smilingly remarked. "What 
benolit do you derive from the slaughter of meu p How 
do you profit by this nvoney ? Why do you build up a 
structure of miadeisd* for your future ? By your murderous 
activities, you make youreelf guilty before God, When 
the final crisis will come, nobody will shore the evil.'* 
Nisam looktMl hearetiwards first and then towards 
the ground. Ho looked vacanUy and it noemed as i' he 
»w darkness aU around. He stood there motionleas, os 
if tran sflrcd to the spot like one thunderstruck, Hia gpjj, 
iMSOned and the sword dropped on the ground and 
Nizam, the dacoit, sot there, weeping in dLjlress, 
supporting h» head on his bands, Shedding profuse 
tears, the roblier appraiched ihe Fakir and threw liimaclf 
down at bis feet. 
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"ThousAnds of p«opl« bare I ilaiu tor tbe saj£« of 
money. But how » it that my heart broak» to-day, 
as 1 am prooooding to tako Ihia monoy ? Countless 
murders hove 1 perpetrated for ihe »ke of money, 
[ncurrisg OTerwhelmiag demorits thereby. Plenty of 
maney have I earned to-day, hut my heart is sinlcing in 
dismay.*' 

^'iram wept viobiitly, incessant tears Honing down 
his cheek. Sheikh Farid drew him olose to hie hreeat 
aud oekod him in camposslonate ierms, “Why do yon 
shed tears? You wanted money, which I bare giTon 
you in plenty." The dacoU replied, “No more oraving 
for money do 1 entertain now. .\ 00 ept me as your slave s 
this is my only desire." (LL 1*78.) 

(^) 

Sheikh Farid took Niiara in his company and wanted 
him to carry the ompty hag tn his hack. In oouwe 
of their wanderings, they found themselves in the heart 
at A dense forest. Nisam looked around in a restless 
manner and the Fakir now thought of oondnoting him 
through a trial. So a plan was devised by the fat- 
sighted Fakir; the stone of the hill was at onoo 
transformed into gold. Looking towards tho ground 
below, while walking behind the Fakir, Nizamnotioed lumps 
of gold. He thought that luck had become propitious. 
A golden hill bad greeted his eyes to-day I So be 
gaUieted a fairly largo quantity of gold and placed it 
inside the bag. Tho Fakir, however, though walking 
ahead, perceived everything, and turning round, noticed, 
with regret, that the bag was quite full. He then said, 
“What is thert, Niiam, contained In the bag? Just 
■how mo the same." At these words of the Fakir, 
Niiam opened the bag. But what wore the eontenbi ? 
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Gold no more, but ail trinkets of no raJus t Sbaik 
Farid dotcanded, ** Oh, where ia the gold ? ” to which 
stupefied Niaani replied, *' gold has beeti transformed 
into stone ” Then the Fakir said, " Jost retarn bmne- 
For, what will jou gain by following me ? ” 'rhe diicoit 
repin'd, "The world is an Ulusiuitt and so I hove stuok 
to voiir company for initiation at your hands into the 
life of a Frtkir/^ The Fakir stood up and said, “Oh no f 
you are not meant for that. Robbery and saintlineiis 
are quite different things. A vast treasure you Iwtb 
amassed by the slaughter of men. Why, in an iidvanoed 
career, sliould your ehuice fall upon the life of a Fakir ? 
lou still cbefisH in your heart a hankering after wealtb. 
So it is useless professing your choice for Fakirhood.'* 
Niram, as he heard Ihia, burst into tears and threw 
himself at the feet of the Fakir HLs eyes bathed in 
(liars of remnrSB and hi5 said at lest. No more, 1 take 

an oath before yon. shall 1 entertain in my mind any 
greed for wealth. H yon do not take pity on me, 1 
will kill myself in yow present.” So saying, the 
dneoit began to strike his breast againsl the rook. The 
rock was flowled with tears fmm his eyes and blood 
from the wound in his breast, Shaik Fariil hastened 
there and olaaped him in his breast. The Fakir then 
** y u-have your mother, children and wife at home, 
all in anxious eagerness, looking for the moment of your 
return.'' Nizam wild, "No, I must not ihJnk of them 
any longer. Certainly they will not share the erlls 
thH will befall me as a sequel to my Hinful career, Ertl 
company has ruined me. Saxe me, father, by initiation 
into the life of a Fakir." 

Shaik Farid, on hearing this, fixed his iron stick 
to the ground in Uiat deep forest and thus addressed 
Nizam, “Hear mo, Nizam, this ia the stick of my 

37 
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tikiDg and I prlz« It mtiali. I wnuld onlj leave jrou 
the {Dlloviti^ inatructian to-day. Held your gaae 
stoadfaAtly towards the tip of this stick, 6o on rouitlng 
the sacred formula vtth undivided >ittetition, UkiD|; 
no tliougbt for food or sleep, trith your eyea nvottod 
on the tip of tho stick. When, after the lapse of twolf e 
years, you vrilt split the point of the stick, a line creeper 
irDl oome out therefrom and greet, your eyoa; and on 
the very day of this ooourrenoo, I shall make my 
appearance hefore you. So saying, the Fakir paced a 
few steps aimletBily and thoa went about hia own 
business. 

The forest whs deep, infested hy bonn and tigers; 
but Nisam did not mind anything else. He wont on 
contemplating the raured formula with a concentration 
that nothing could perturb. Eis wife and children 
were left at home, quite ignorant of u’hat hud happened 
to Nizam. In the meantime, a rumour came floating to 
their ears that Kizarn had heen devoured by a tiger. 

Six long years rolled by. A very wooderfat incident 
happened in the meantime in the kingdom of one Jangti 
Faitah (the chief of a hilly tribe), (LL 1-06.) 

( 6 ) 

Jangti Pataah was the chief of a hilly tribe. He 
lived in happinaw in his forest-dominion. Eicbea bo 
possessed in KUper-abundanoe. He had a daughter bom 
to him—a wonderful orestion of beauty. Her faoe 
could only ho compared to the full moos j her Toloe 
was sweet and rousioal, resembling the notes of a 
cuckoo^ or some raft tune of KAnn’t flute. Her whole 
frame was comely and bright, flhe had a very slender 
waist and her breasts were Uke the budding growth of 
the plan tain-flower, $be was a rare beauty, having 
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sCttrooij Jin equal in the irortil. Ia] Bai frna the uame 
giren to herhy lior parenta Bhe had just stei^ped into her 
youth and even now, the lustra of her person could 
scarcely be ooooealed by her oioth. 

Now hear me, ray leimied oadienoe, whet an un¬ 
toward incident book place in the kio^otu of the Patwh. 

The Paisa had a Yitier,—a rery good man, held 
in great esteem. This Vizier had a son named Jabbar, 
who brought on a great evil by reason ot bia improper 
sentiment towards the daughter of the Pataah. Jabbar 
trafl a rogue and a scoundrel. He tried to think out some 
device whereby he could abduct the girl. 

Being the eon of the Vixiar, Jafahar had a free acooes 
into the Patsah'e harem, which he Tisited frequently. 
He had already conceived a pHnstoo for Lai Bai, and to 
achieve bis wicked end, he resorted to the following 
trick. One who is pierced at heart by the dart of the 
tripte-lctteied word P4-r<-W {love) becomes forgetful 
of bis prestige and honour, caste and pedigree. The 
fruit of love, even if swallowed, docs not appease one's 
hunger; this evil fruit hoe been sent down ta earth by 
Qod for the trial of men with an appeal to senses. 

It once 80 bappeawl that In faor harem lAl Bai waa 
training her female-parrot to speak in sweet accents of 
human speech. She was ail alone there. Jabbar Mia 
seised the opportunity and hoatened to the spot. 
Drawing near Ldt Bal. be caught her by the band. 
Shocked at this unexpected Lnoivility she cried out. 
Jabbar left her at once with a start and took to hie heels. 
Ldl Bai's mother eame thers and found her daughter 
weeping. So she aHked, ^ Ah, my Lali, How is it that the 
golden hue of your face has grown pale and lustreless p 
Lali replied with tears in her syes, ** The wicked Jabbar 
catao and caught me by the hands, I know not why.” 
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Wlit?n tbe Rifttter tths reported tfl the Faitah, the 
Tlzier vtatt irainmoned to bie presepco- Aildressipi^ the 
Vijtiar, the Patsdh said, " Yoiir «on Jnbbar had the 
audactijr to olaap the haoila of my dauehter. Bring 
him here in my presence with<iut delay. I will have 
both his ears chopped off." 

The Vizier dew Into a rage, ahlazo like a loroh, and 
hied home. Jabbar hod just Gnished bis meal and put 
a betel into his mouth, frhen ttie Vizier reached home 
and seized him by the ears. He took off the shoes from 
his feet and struck Jabbar on his head. JahW felt 
down on earth and rolled about in pain. Qe had hie 
aan chopped off at the Nawab’g eommand: his father, 
the minhter, had a broom, faatoned to hie neck. 
Subjected to these indrgnitk's, Jabbar made his escape 
from the country, Kobod; knew whither he had 
gone. (Lt, I'hB,) 

(63 

Let me now relate to you what happened next. 
Ta I Bai fell ill and was reduced to the state of bed^ridden 
prostmlinn. She began to wither like a Gower, dropped 
from its stock. Her mother’s team now became 
incessant. Lsli—the image of gold—did not recover. 
Shedding her hist tears before the near and dear ones, 
she passed away into heaven. Loud wailings rose 
up in the sky and rent the ntmtuphere. Her father 
wept Tiolently, beating hie hreost with the hands; 
her mother, too, vented her unbearahlo grief by 
striking her breast again at tha earth and tearing off 
her hair. The female attendants and maids of the 
house retired to a corner and shod silent t^rs. The 
nelgb bourn and kinsmen, too, shared in their piteous 
lament. The whole forest^ominion joined in the 
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roourtiful ehorxa of bewailing* for tt* low of that 
maiflenly paragon of beauty. 

Lifiten, then, my auilit'ijce, to my acoount of what 
happened next. Tlie last remains of that youthfui 
figure were carried to an open apace, where they were 
duly iDterrad. 

"in the moanttme, a horrible deed was going to be 
perpetrated by rillainoua Jnblwr, He called one of 
hi* companioni! and after haring held a oouBultation 
with him, came wp to the burial ground durim: the 
night. There the wretch indulged in numerous wild 
tJjoughta, all of which cannot cartaiuly be recounted 
here. His lisaatSy propenaitlee became kindled again. 
He liucame reioked to exhurae tbn dead body and 
commit violence upon it for the eatiafnetron of his 
cartml dusirts*. Planning thus, they began to dig the 
grave. Kitam came to ioam alwut tills. Ho faitnrod 
in the oouioe of his recital of the sacred formula 
and suddenly row Up with a start. “ A. hundred rictinw, 
less only by one, used dally to logs their hernia at my 
hands; hut even tboai* mtsdeoda nf mine are surpaseeiMii 
heinnuamw by thb rillaiuous out rage.” Thus muring 
within himsalf, made up hi* mind and heatenoil 

to Uk* spot with the iron stick in Ids hand. The rngites 
had, in the mt'antlme, disinterred the body. Kiwm 
Aral recoiled at the sight. But when the woundmls 
were almut to lake off the sheet which Covered the 
dead body, Nianm, ihfl quondam dacoit, forgot himsetf. 
rie took the iron stick in his hand, and for a lime, uobriety 
of temper quilted him. Ha braiidishcd the club oud 
struck the la‘o rillaius on their hcails. I he blow Of the 
clith rent their skull* and killed them on the spot. 

Nizam now return sd to hie former place of worship, 
ae fixed the stick to thn groumi and once again turned 
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hifl eyes lowarda tb^tipof the wme. J^enrhacsmo to 
see tbs tw)g« of 0 crcTOpor lasumg from tiiaide tho olub. 
The Tekir, too^ mode bis appeaTAoue at this sUi^go, 
Nusam etood up ood did roverenco to the Fakir, and 
then said, *' Pordoo me, Fakir Sahib, onoo more haTa 
I siooad j I have addud two more nniopi to th(^ lut of 
persoojt, uloinatraf hands. Forgive roB, Fakir Sahib; 
O fcn^iTw me, my praeeptor.” Shaikh Farid, oa he heard 
thib, held bim in deep embrace and presoad a thouBand 
kisae* on bis brow. The Fakir than «aid, " You hare 
reduced the period of your penance from twelve to six 
years by kilting that scoundreL If you can achieve 
aqoh nohle deeds, enrely you would be carried to beiiren 
in a eelestia] car " iU 1-51.) 

( 7 ) 

Let me tell you, my worthy audience, what iranapired 
next, Nizam, thia Mine, followed the Fakir. After 
having travelled through the Dipar forest, they arrived 
at the honk of a river. Sheikh Farid paired there for 
a while and tlten took oIT the cup from his head. 
Having duated the ohurtn4.*d oap id tho river, the 
preceptor and the pupil easily croveied the atream through 
grace of Gcxl. On the other side of the river, behind 
the mHrket'plnce, an old woman had a shop of sweet¬ 
meat. Delicious preparations of cakes of manv 
varieties the old woman ttaed to sell She won endearingly 
called ''aunt' by the local people. Now Farid and 
Nizam reached there and the worn an ^ahamtfd the 
Fakir. The Fakir mldressed her thus, " Hear me, 
aunt, thi.^ i» my friend Kizam, whom I wish to 
consign to your care. Two meat# you will give 
him daily, in return for which, ho will tend your 
cows. If hu ifau win your pmise by carefully 
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attending to hb datbe you may ^ivu him aooiethiug 
more ois bta wuge;9, but that would rest outirtiy on your 
own cibcr{<tion/’ Saying tbb, the faktr took Iootu of 
her, Nizam fell at lb® feet of his preceptor, Tbo 
Fakir cotiHoied liira thus, *■ Do not ft»r, my child, you 
will Biirttly havo tno by your side in Liiues of need/^ 

Nizam accepted Borrico in the bouse of the woman. 
In the forenoon and in the afternoon, ho grazed the 
herd iti thn neighbouring meadows. IndiSerout to 
what passed around, he always looked diHtraoted in 
mind; the neigbbmra took him to be enuy. He did 
not reeetit or ory, uTen if he woa beaten. He drudged 
ail day long wiihcut any sign of toil or fatigue and 
seamed'almost insensible Bearing patiaatty alt sorts of 
harsh and abusive words, he would still devote himsetf, 
heart and soul, to the services of anybody wbo might 
demand them of him 

The old woman had a son, named Sundar. He 
was an exquisitely tumdsome lad, whose beauty put 
to sheule oVHu the lustre of the sun and the mooa. 
Since the dettlfa of her husband the W'omaa was rearing 
the child with nil the warmth and tend or ness of a mother’s 
heart. The child was always jolly and cheerful at heart; 
the cowherd became his fast fmud. 

Now (here lived a great Mohomedan Saint, na me d 
Jtam Pir Saha^ who was known for hu groat piety nn d 
spiritual attainments, for his unbounded compassiou end 
wonderful self'possession. He hiui a great affection fur 
the lad Sundnr, whom he loved and cnrisseii os if he 
were bis own obild. The bouse of the woman, who owned 
the shop, was graced by the preseruie of the Fakir, who 
enme there frequently to see the child Suuder. Bitndar 
was indeed a very fortunate child, as it wns tils personal 
attraotions tliat brought the saint to his mother's 
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ootttige, whioli hecmnB now a haliltual resort ol tfee 
Fakir. 

One day the old woman called the cowherd Niaam 
to her and he uppeared ahortljr^ before her* She ukOfl 
Nizam how much he would demand of her as bis 
wagoe> Niaeun replied, “No immey do I want, 
mother, I have no attsofaroent for matters terrestrial. 
My mind is like unto a dry sen, It craves for 
an abundance of water. I seek one favour of you, 
'mother. The great Pir Ssheh visits your house fre- 
queatly; ho is the prince of Ssints and a hundred winam# 
do I make at his feet. My one desire is to sit at 
hla feet aod receive instructions from him. If you 
are propitious, mothefi then alone will my desire be 
fuldUed." At these words of Nizam, the old woman 
asked him, “ Whose son are you ? Tell me all about your 
family and paraotitge." Nizam replied, “I am Nizam, 
the d^oit. Long years have I spent slaughtering people 
in the Digar forest,'* 

The old woman «ss struck dumb at the reply. She 
had no words to utter, courage failed her for thn 
moment. She began to shiver violently, as if she bad a 
sudden attaok of a malignant fever. What did ilien Nizam 
do? At once he throw himself at the woman’s feet and 
ezolaimcd, “ Tou are my fosier-mother, and more respected 
than she who bwe me in the womb. Many a sin have 1 
eommitled in ray life. Save me, mother j O, save me 
from thos©/* 

, 1 u 8 l at thw momeut, the great Pir made his arrival 
and announced himself by a shout. The woman hurried 
ihere and made her mtaain to lha kakir. fho Hr 
taid, “ Where b Sundar P Bring him in my pt^rice 
without delay, as I shall depart soon to-day." The 
woman ttplied with a smile, “He U laid down with 
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[ilneas. Plaaae come enrlr next morniog^ when I sliatl 
armage ycfur meatitiir." 'l'h« Pir tlien aaid, " Do not 
deooire me, Wliy do you object to my fleeing him 
to-day ? " She topUed, ** First promiee me a hoott; 
then I shall abow you ray darling,’* The Pir «iid, 

" Wliat may your uijeds be, winch make you a suppUoanL 
before mel Why thl» falaohood, thnu? And whence 
this hefritoncy again?” The wuman replied, "1 hate 
another son, whom you must admit as your disciple.” 
The Fhkir said, '’Ye* I may initiato him into the 
mystortes of spiritual life, if he has the inspiration of the 
Prnphet at hearts' 

Th& woinan then opuiitid the dooT mid pointed to 
Niiam, at which lUe Fir exolnimed, “ Oh my God t he 1$ 
the dacoit." 

With folded palms did Kisam recite the sacred 
formula. The old woraati then addressed the Pir »hu9, 
’* A Conllfined marauder, he has nofw become a real 
Fakir. Let me uciw relate to you the whole of his 
past liLslefy,*' The Pir said, ” Xo need of that, I 

have heard Vr him from Sheikh Farid. ItBaidea, 'Sham 
deceit has attaineii notoriety enough and it widely 
known,’' The old wnmsii said, “Knew for ctirtaiu. 
my father, this Niiam is dearer to me thiin my own 
child Sundar ” Now the Pir was in a mental see- 
SHIV as to whether or not he would admit an old daooit 
into his disciplesliip- Thus vaoiltoting. the Pir liocanie 
wmcwhel testlaas and the ultoranee slipped out of his 
mnutb, namely that, " NiKam'e father Is admilled fulo 

tUermitsof au HtHd <a saint)” Not Batished 

with that, the old woman said. ** t l»8et-ch you, father; 

once admit thid is nn duiid" The 

Sahib, on heariug this, made an uttoranoe to the eUecl 

that UiKam’s /ew>lAri-s «!> «> 
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Id Macout would b« bsncofonrard Accepted n* 4ulia« In 
heavcti. Not OTen satieded with that, the woman Im¬ 
plored with team, “ No, that will not do. • jViozBi is an 
dutid* this jrou must utter." And the child Stindaf, 
too, joined in bis mother's prayer und imploringly oldutptxl 
the baud of his beloved Pit. Justnt this moment, Shaikh 
Farid, too, made his appeanuico and ropeatod what the 
other two had desired. 8q a triple alliance was formed 
and the request was pressed vvitb their oomhined 
ardour,—which the Pir Sahib nontd no lon^r resist and 
thus. hn&Uy,, c&me out of his tips the gracious pronounce¬ 
ment, ■■ Nisara an dntidr 

Scarcely had this declaration escaped the lips of tliu 
truthful Pir when h'iaainuddin, who stood expectant by, 
melted into air, fLl, 1-116.) 
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JAK6AL BARI * 



INTRODUCTION 


Regarding lsb£ Rlinn Ma.sbnadali^ tho must nuthentio 
Chir iQiiTtm of ia. source df infurnmtloii [» tbe fnmouA 
Ab-i-AJebari ilsatf. Abul sUteB 

I bat laba Rban's fatiier vraji killed in linitle by Salim 
£han and Teus Eban of BengnI, and his Itro sons, Ismiln 
and lahfi wore sold as slaves. Thay were aubsequenUy 
traced by Eutnbuddin, [ebn's uncle, to bo liring in Turan 
wbence they wore brought back to tbeir natiTO ttrorinoe, 
find Iflbit Eban soon J»came ibo ruler of Bbatt and 
had twelve great Zeml&ders dependent on him. Hence 
be tB called by Abui Fatl ‘Masban Blidtj*—* the governor 
of Bbdti. I8b& Khan gave endless trouble to the 
Imperialists.^ 

Dr> Wise, Civil Surgeon of Dacca, contributed an 
article to the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
in 1874i A. D, (pp. in which be gave us a fnaes of 

information about tbia chief, who tlnally settled at Jangal 
Bari in the subdivision of Kishoregunj (Eoatem Myinen' 
singh) and became the founder of the famous Dewnn*- 
famiJyof that ptaoe. In anol her article on Gbaud Eay 
and Kedar Bay of Vikrampur, published in the Journal 
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1871 A. D, (No. 3, 
pp. 202-8), Dr. Wise gives us so mu further details about 
Isha Eban. M[r. H. E. Stapleton, in hU notea “on seven 
sixteenth century cannon” (J. A. 8. B., pp. 30 1-75, for 
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1909), (1iicu<isad sotQtt liutoricAi q^ttustionn relating to tho 
Dewaa farnii)' and itieir Ancestry. 

In a \Tork, callud the Haiihnml All ItihJtsa, tmtten in 
Bengali hy Munahi Eaj Chandra Ohosh aud Pandit Kali 
Kumiu Chakravarti ai thu instance rrf Dnnraa ^ovandnd 
Khan and Da wan Aziindud Kban, Aiit! at Dacca 

in 129S B. d. (Itifil A. D.), tin* wrilnra have tried to trace 
a fnll history of tho Dewana from Kalidas Chntdani, the 
father of I^ha Klian. *Phe two scholnn had access to the 
State-papers, preserved in the archives of the Oewan 
family at Jangal Bran and consulted the historical works 
on the subject, written by Lurupoiin and Atabomedan 
hiatorianfi and gave a counected narrative of tlia Dewan 
family there. 

We have got numerous balljHip, in which we had 
accounia uf the exploits of fsha £hnn and details about 
hD descendants. First of all, we have an old ballad, which 
was composed hy nn anonymous poet prrjljahl)' in the 
iSth. codtury. This is llw most important of the Ijallatls, 
mentioned above. The second ono we have gut was written 
by Munshi Abdul Karim of Gaiachipa in the subdivision 
of ELishoregunj, Mjmemsingh, about aeventy-five year® 
ago. It Is a fanciful work on the historical accuracy Of 
which little reliance can be placed. Thu third liallad, 
written by the same author, chiefly descrilies ihc incidents 
of the life of Dewan Mannnwer Khan, a griindson of 
Isbfi Khan and incidentally refers to the latter. The 
fourth liallad. composed by an anonymous writer, evidently 
a Mahomedan, is entitled *The Songs of Dewan Feros 
Khan/ In Ihls ballad some account is given of Tshn 
Khan, the ancestor of the hero of the tale. BesidL's these 
fuur baliiidB, there arc many songs inoideutally hearing on 
the Ufe of lebA Khan, sung by illiturate rustic folk of 
Eastern Bengal 
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I mil fioiTy to p«y that tlw accounts gKen in ih« 
Imllrtib do not always iif.'Tce. We n»»«t 

sturdy chitff ot Jangnl Bwi, iba horo ot a bundred fights, 
{rotii these cnnfliptin? icooiitil* and fr**ni those, ^iTi*n 
.MHlKiinrdnii imd Dirbslinw writers. In Infiti Bnlph Pitch 
Tiifirtd SoiKiTiiii^in. Ill' tefruirks, “Ihc clilel king of 
ihcse ewiidjw** I'* cdleii Isn Kan and he is the nbint of 

all other kings anil w ft fintnt friend to the Chriutiniw.'' 
Fmtti the Altid-AkUiir! nn gnthcr Ihiit Ubn Khan 
fully withstood tht* ioviisiun of the rmpcfinli*i GenornI 
Shah BiU Khnu ill iri55. Wr hsiTC nn wnjouivt nf Ut* 
valintit figUl with Mmi Sintfli* nod nil (tuisw Itiiliciitnio the 
CtVJil fiower ihm In* lind actinfrud oifi*r fijwt Brngal in iho 
UWr iiftrt of thif tilth i*«nlury, 'the ‘Mu' frwqunntly 
calls him ’‘Thowunllhy S^eminder of Hop^al." 

’I'Ub di**!,'rip 11 on of I^hti Khan** eijieditions, of hia 
meinornbte tight ftn Tifdn|ictid<^iitft) and of his tninaiiUc 
aluliictioiifll Siina^liinl (Snldindm) is more or tow familiar 
tD the people of lawtern Bfeiiifii! ami tliongll tinjeod with 
Ibo cidtiurinfts of niiiitf imagiiiotion, Uit-y hare an nw- 
doubled hisioriwil hatfkgntniua. Iwit il b iho tiuestinu of 
hh nnceslry ib:it nftm tis a pnzzfmg prohlom. 

When Dr. WIm; wnrle Hie Duirnu f?xiliebs of Jjiogni 
Bari m ltt74 A. D, for acoounU of UliR 

ntu nintinn tbit Kalidas tttudiitii, ihr father 

id IshA Khan, nnirni’il n tlannhior of 
Hussein Salm. Bid in Um histnry td .laiignl BAri, Uii* 
Dewans must hftVii ktli tly nltBrnil this vieu' : for thwir 
prott‘{!^5, ihc author*. difclorKd tlmt KalWas GaedmiMuid 
married a dnnghttT of lihtasudtUn. who riih*d in Bew^al 
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froia l^Lno to loa^ 1 suppose, I have been able to find 
out the reasons for their change of Tiews tu this ffintter, 
but I shall d^vell on the point biter on, 

From the variotu iivcounts, iivniliLtile to us about the 
anoeslore of IsbA {lIiaii, it neettis to be iiu undisputed fnot 
thnt iiihil Khan whs a son of Kalidas Gaj!d«ni, who bad 
Hooupted lli<< Islamic cr»'i)<l iind nssunted the lillo of 
Sidonmn Khjtu. N'ot only do the Bouans ihomselvc-s 
iiltest to tills vioH' of their rtnc^fltofjr, hut tha fact of an 
uiiresUir of the Jlajpiit Cliiefs romiiw from Baiswara in 
tho dmriPt of Oudh ond settiins^ in Bwtgnl, and of 
Kulidan Birrhinl'? mutryiiig a dau^htvr of the ref^ultii; 
Mahornr'daij moimroh, hui. hail eofroboration in various 
outiMde evidences. Mr. Stafiteton writes, " Mr. B. Burn, 
C. t<, Depiiiy romnimionor of Qonda, to whom I referred 
the t[ueslfoi< nf Kalidas Gaadnni^s appM.irjr, sujggests thni 
be wtia a Buis Hajput of Ihiiswura. This js curiously 
coiilirmod by the noli- gifvn at tlm lottom of ji. 1, of the 
It Lhasa {.Vlaahnad AJi Itihusa) C*nC*W^ ^Ri 
^firf^era otctnfini ac»«tr<i<fi Tlc»r (J. A«S. 

B., Oct, i9iy, |). ;m>). 

The first hailad gives some further details on this point. 
It fttys that Haja Bhnitaphat Sin^b of BaiBwant waji a 
friend and ^Kiworful ally i>f th» Delhi Emperor of his time. 
And Bliagirath, a edon of hia family, esmo to Bengal with 
tbi .1 object of visiting the shrines \ be was very nnrmty 
rccdviid hy King Ghhuuihliii of Bengal, Kaljdmi Gardani 
was descended from Htiagirath and latterly became a 
Miiljotnedan convert and having married the third 
daughter of that monarch, aHmided the throne after his 
death in U>(13 ijuidcr the numc of Suiaiman Karanmi. 

The older tradition «f the family ivas that KaJtthu 
having turned a Maltotiicdan convert and asAumed the 
title of Sulaiman Eararaui married a daughter of Hussein 
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Shafaj ^tIjd rtiltid trom 149S to lB-0 A, D. Huaseio Shah 
wtw iuccewied on ihe thi'oni' of BitfiiiSfll Uj” the following 
Pathfifl fulefii“Na*Rrai Sbab (IS^O’IumA A. U-), Ghias- 
uddin Mutammnd Shnli Ill A, !).)► 9her 

Shiili ^ A D ), Muhftiunifld ShuJu Gaii (I6i5* 

ilAhadur SIkiU u:irt0-l&6' ), GUin^nddin Jnliil Slmh 
(l5*UulB63), Kitmrmti (I3t>3-1572). I Unv« 

lAken this tAlil** w ith ^iig'htaUetRii'iiis fto n Mr. B.NelAoQ 
Wrtgiit’A O'ltAloiroe gf coins iu the tiiillin .^Ituouin^ 
which is » reliable workj iMCiOil on nuinixnmtic 
evidence. 

Now the tmtliliofl thnt Siilniiniin KiiAn LJid the 
notorious Kj|lA>rAl]&r were 1 loth of ihem soiiK-in-hw of 
the !i&nie Mahnmi'ilnn sovereign is Jftrgely extant iti this 
country. Balm Doorga Churan Sanyare Social Biatoiy' 
of Bengal, though it inny not dcBervc the credit of a 
reliable hutory, omhodiea a vast ma^s of the legends and 
traditlonSi preserved in Ihe genealogical works of the 
Varendra Brahmin*!, He says ihot KAlA*FAhAr married 
A daughter of Hussein Bhab. and gives an interestins: 
account of this marriage, which ia a Inve-romanoo. Such 
instances are not raro in the historv of convenion and 
Cupid b Bdmitt!*d]y the tneat poworful ally of ths 
misaionaries in the history of all reliziona, 

Now if) as alleged in the family history of the Dewans 
of Jangal B&ri. KslApflhnr and KaUdaa Gasdam roarded 
two dfliightera of the rtdgnine Mahomedan monarch of 
the time and if the tradition of the Brahmins bo true 
that it was a daughter of Shah whom the Kali 

P&hAr married, it mu.«l fr>Uow that KaLidas GasdanI nUo 
married a daughter of the fame king. This tradition was 
in exiiilence also in the family of the Dewans Or how 
should it be explained that when T)r. Wise asked for 
information about tltler ancestry, the Hewaiia furnished 
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the mformtftioD that KelM&a hud tnnrried a dHughter ot 
Htuaein Sh&h ? 

But MfboDj laicT f>n» a liietor; of the fhmUir—J^fiuhuBd 
AJt Ilifaaaa—wiw tht' authurs coiuuUed Tarioujt 

Enf^tUh and Mahottit'diiTi hiainrj(^, and prohethljr lUApu^d 
by the motivo of i'ulHbUAbing th{> identity of Sulainian 
Khiiu with Sultiinian Kriraram und Lhiie provinjf the 
I>(^wan family t(i Iw directly da^cendnil from an Btnpcfot 
uf Gaur, mnde a statetnent thni Kiitemn Hibi was h 
daughter of Ihrabiiu Mjililcul'Ulnm, who Itad married 
the lint daughter of Talnl 8liab ^1. A. 8. B. far ISOit, 
pp. 87) and that Kniidaa Oneiintii bud n^arried the thtrii 
(laughter nf JaUi. Hnd they uplmlH the alder tradition 
af Salaiman'H marryinp a dnughier uf Btiitjaiii Shah, it 
would not hate Iteen pu^sihiv to prvwe the iiientity of the 
hero with %laimaTi Knramni, If !*», therefore, eTidettl 
that the(tid trodiUou of the Uewaii family wait changed 
in order to aaoribe to their anceMor thM atutua of a £Jog 
uf Bengal. When a now atiiitocracy springe up, iiicii 
altemptn to connect it with Honte time-honoured royal 
Une are often made by the couri-puraijt^ and friendi! 
of the family* 

JTow it U prored beyond doubt that Daud Kbar 
witaa fon of Sulidinan fCamrani. We And it prured 
by the ouimi (Wright's Cntaluguo* p, l«3). Wo find 
it ojontiuned in lie hintury uf Pmtapadltya, written 
by Itam Rain Bnasi in ibOh rhi>> ci'outiaei Ite author 
writes, WHS Ittuod on an uikrly aketeh of J'ratapaditya, 
written in Parsinn. PratHpaditya - fatbiw VikrnmMditya 
was a minitber uf Dnnd Rhaii. Mnd in ihe family record* 
of tbi* irolormoi hriu of ttii< Idih rieniury, many 
taluroBTiug aooouuta nre given abour Daud KJian. If 
Hand Khau wera n bruther of Inha Khan, ii wtmid 
uertaJuly have heisTi mentioned by Ham Ham Vasu. 
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And ourioitalT atiough we find it etnted in tbe ' Aiti' 
diiititiotlj ifmt after Datiil Kha n** deaths liiit ntd rnother 
threw her^if n auppUcant of the ineroj of Khaa 
Jshnn, who had captuiwd and killed her Bon. Can it 
be believed that the old ladj would have done lhi«, 

11 T^bH Khan were bis eou f The * Ain' mention* the 
namw. of Home of tltr cloiw TnlatioriA of Daud Khan, 
but there is no mention of Isha Khan there. On the 
other hand, that famouii hwlory traces the unomstry of 
Isb& Khan* dpaoribos the death of his father anil 
relates the otrcu ms lance of Isbd Khan being sold 
a slaTo and living for a time in that bumble capacity 
in Turan. 1 he cArl3’ career ot IshA KhaOi from ttais 
acooiinl of the 'Ain*' seems to be obscure, flow be 
gradually rose to power and wealth may he traced from 
another Hiithentio source. The Bnjninln of Tipperah 
gives the narrative of the Kiriss of Tippamh very 
faithfully from after the legendary peri'Ht when their 
coQueotton with Vaydti of the lunar race is suugfat 
to he established. The tale of this pre-hhtorio period 
is no doubt nuxed w^th dotion. But the ormrt bistorians 
preserved authentic tcoord* of the Inter odministratjoni 
and lotrring some short account*, where they now and 
Lhon tried to extol the monarohs wilfully by giving thmii 
victoHer over their enemies, whioh thi^ did not w*in, 
the general treatment of the family-history is quite 
reliable. Perganna SAroll kovps afresh the memory of 
Ishfi Ehnn's evpioita and UghU with the ImperialisUL 
'There is no douht Uiat Ishfi Chait for a Lime wns a 
general of the Tippemh Baj and sought to please Amar 
Manikya In various ways. I will, later on, give in 
this discours.»% an abridged translation of the texts of 
the BajuiaJa bearing on IsliA Ehaii, It mast, liowevcr, 
be admitted, fw the sake of truth, that thceoiirt-ptu-asites. 
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who wrote the book, probohlr mnde n wrong otntem«nt 
whan thej saidllmt the title of MA«lmail All was oonlerred 
on Ifhft Khan by the Ttpperah Raj, Thia might hero 
been done eTidantty to ptnder to the i-nalty of the 
descendauta of Amar Mnnikya under wboite orders the 
latter part of the RajmeJa was written. But in all 
other points, conncoted with the Moslem ohief, the 
account of the book ^eetiu to be n rsliabie preseotatioo 
of facte. 

Now the tumily bistory of Jangnl B«ri Dewans. as 
atan the ballads, timke no inontion of the early career 
of Ishft Khan, 'rhese recordsi bring him at once into 
prominence after the death of Suliti man KujrorsnL, as 
a wnmor who fou:;lil ajeainst the Impeiialiste. His 
obscure and bumble life is ingeniausly hruabed uaide 
in order to present him in full glory ftfun the very 
beginning. One of their olijeota for doing this may 
bo also lo shorten, by suppression of facte of lahi Khan's 
youthful life, the itistAnce of time, so that bo could be 
represented os a son of Sulaiotau Kanimiil. As we 
have alrcwiy staled, the flrst ballad aaya that the nnecator 
of Kalidw Hazd&m was Dhannpat Sing, a KnhattHya 
EajaofOudh; nnxt it menthna that Raja Bhaglrath, 
a desoendanl of Dhanapnt settled in Dengnl and that 
Knlidas Qusdani wna a scion of hb family. Nona of tbesa 
later descendants is said to stand in the rt'Intion of 
father and son but meotfoned as mem scions of a family, 
of which the great ancestor is Dfaonapat. t believe 
these names to be historical; but thn atatenmnl of tlie 
balLid-maker suggosU that there were many names in 
the gcnonlogy of tho JJaiswara Itejpute, left out from 
the list. In order, howerer. to make Kalidaa Gnzdani 
same as Sulniman Kanirani. he is made to h« a miniiiter 
of at least ihreo King* and still retain the youthful 
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atfrticriim» of hn penton m wnnflorfully iroil tlitit 
tbe youiig«3C dMUgbChr of tho Ipiae K.ing falls headlong 
m love with him. There te evStlentiy a good deal of 
patchwork in all ihrsB, wiltch shoHa that Sulaiman 
Ehnn Wiie himfed down to thii time of Suliiiman 
Kamrimf to Iwcoine identit-al with him. The pimilnriljr 
in the two nitniea vma oerlninlj a faot, of which 
advantage wna taken liy tliu m an i pa hi tot?. 

That thU alleged ancestry of Ills Dewau* of Jaugal 
D&ri from Sulaiman Karnmni was n point, neithtfr firmly 
entahliahed in the imditinn* of Iho family, nor In ilm 
popnhw mind. Is evident frttm the cit-c!iiiiwtnnL'p that 
Ahdul Kiiriui, who wr^ite a halhtd ahout T.hKa Khan at the 
instance of anras of the later Ih^waifH, etiitca that Sttliimiin 
Khan (Kaliihii ^In/ilnui) liitd tniirri4'<t a daughter of 
Itaher, the foundcir of the Moghul dynasty, lii hb 
zeal to sing thv prniites of his illustricFus sponenrs und 
1 ‘ital tbetn ns far a* he (Hjuld by a ntmtcth of Ui» rustic 
iniHjrtnation, Iw dwivfili*'# innv, or tho death of Baker, 
(sitfi Khan usurped the throne of Dalhi ot n publto 
Durhar, held nn the necaston nf Qumayun's Acc<'’Mon 
and how the Jntter, struck iluinh by fear nn<l surprise at 
thin cniidttct of hh hrnlhcr'in.'1aw, made a onmpromine 
with him hy nncoTiline to him the first rank amonusi liis 
nil let and Feudatory chlorA, a^iumthlitd ihom. Those 
vtatcmonts ni'o not mare anthi'iitio than tho Arahian 
Nighia' Tiilea And are scjirc'-ly wot thy ot any sniouv 
notice. 

Another weighty of^joettnn t^i tuir accepting fatiA Khaa 
ns a hrother of Bftnd h the fact Ihaf though Islift Khan 
aoliicved the status of Kh indept‘cdent King of Eojiteru 
Bertgnl, he vtili prii)i‘d upon the title of Ben an, iniiorSled 
from his aricestills and called him^olf Ifewan Mnahmtd All. 
Und PAud Rhiin lamn bis brother, lu< would have eitual 
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feiuoii!i for onlUng himwlf a Boimn, ft« nit othur tncntbania 
of the family. d(»9cou<lcd ftom ICA)ldit» QAZiliim. have 
rhtHeJi to cull tbem^lvc^. Rut Dniiid Klmo Iti 

unbenrtl of. On tUo otbor liunilf ura dud l^Aud Khun 
monUomn^ hiit familyHiuroaino •' Knrnmni" in tht* i-oiiuf, 
u'lieraae nowhere do we liiid liihiL Khau callings hiinaelr 
Knrarnni. l^ud Klinn ts not known kni IiitnaiL evoapt In. 
thn Slafo-racofds of the J>nwAii family of a Inter period. 
Hera the Alti'n ntnlemetit i» in faTour rti our tlteorv, 
The later chmniolera of fbe family ?ive IMiid the name of 
Ismail to make him a brother of liihA Khan and thus 
esiahlUh bfm as a scion of the ICamrani triTnily, 

ir we summarise the ihr(« differrul reratotts of InliA 
Klian'e ancrstry^ we And the fnllowtng discrepnoctea. 
Dr, Wise statod, on tlie auLhurity of tho information 
!iupplie<l liy the Dewnns, that the father nt IshA Khan 
married a daughter of Hussein StinlL The ''Hlashnad 
Ali ItihJl'ta,*' published at the ottst of ihu Bowatis, says, 
not long after, that laha Khau^s father married ndjiugbter 
of niuFuiurliliii. And tho Second Imllnd, allestod by its 
author .\hdt)!i Karim to have l>oen written nt the inst&nt.'O 
of some of the Dewanaof his tinie, Htateji that Ishd JCJmii'a 
father mtirried n daughter of Haherl Either nil these 
three aoeounts should Im dlscn^itod, or the Qrst one 
bolioref!, at) it hoa some cwrrnbomtive evidence to support 
it. I'he fdot, however, remains proved Umt Kalidan 
Gcjedani turned U Blnhomedan. tvs^umlng the name of 
Sniiilniau Kluio and that he luoiried the dnughtor of a 
rnliiig Mfihomedtin King. In this nil thn throe itceounts 
and other oviiluneos agree. 

RnrHiig Ihi' queatnin of anct^stry, there i* a gonura! 
ngreetnujil n.iir.irds the eplsodus in tho life of IsliA Khait^ 
ilii>eri>ieij in Ihi-'" ItiliAfia" and In Hie diff-TPiU ver«iuR!i 
rtf ihe h'sllntl*, though tbere fire points tri thcin. which 
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roctivpd some colouring in thfl bantla of th« viuiuuji bardt 
and bidtorians, ?r<wJO of thoso nccouota, bowe'TBr, a* I 
hars nlrtodt italw), oolwi ibe inctdeota of Ibe early carwt 
of ImUA Khan, which, un the authority of lh« “Aic” and 
the KajmalA, romatn ait outaUndine fnota of untj^uoation- 
phto autbcnliciLT. 

I will, here, givo a hrief account nf Ish& Khan'a 
Adventured to Tipperah fnuii the year L578, wbeu Aroar 
Maoikya waa the ruling king of tbnl place. 

It saemii, on I»}a return front Turan U» Bengal, lehft 
Khan did nut at once rise to oeiebrity. He neems to linra 
gathered a rtirce and aettledin Ptirgaca Bttrail in the distTUCt 
of Tipperah, I will here pursue the narrative of his life 
in Tippeiab, ae given in the Ua^roftlA. 

Aiuar UAtiiltya aeked Subuddhi NdrAynn, a eon of 
Barhtb Chandra, as to the number of coolitw, supplied by 
each of hia allice and tributary chiefs for excavating the 
“Amardighi,** which be had undertaken to oonstruet at 
ChauddagiAm, on ihe w(?st of the Udaipur Hilta in Sake 
IBOi (158i A. D.). 

9ubnddhi Narttyan replied 

'‘The Zemmdorof Vikrampur, Cluuut Eat, hae supplied 
ua aeven hundred luen. These men are all hard'werking 
and clever 'i’be Tasu of fiaklA (Bockei^unjo) has sent 
Sevan hundred and the Zetniuder of BhowRl (Javdevpur, 
Dacca) has supplied one ihousatnl men. We have received 
five hutidnd men from Ashtagrfttn and Another dva 
hundred from Mniftohung (iSylhet), We have got one 
thousand men from Kana-Bhowal nud o»# Moi«#e(n# men 
haee hgeti supplied hp ItftS iDoa 0/ Serait. IVe 
linve got ime thutuwnd roan from Dakram Stir of 

Bhulua (Koakhaii)**.*."’'Vc have thus secured 7,10(1 

men front outaiiie and those are angaged in excavating the 
tank, Somo of tbeso Rajs* and Zemindars havu supplied 
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tapD (vui of f'^ar and others out of ioTe and respect for the 
TipperHli'lhmt e All iha twelve Zuminden have thus 
couie forward to help ii^ with men. But the Raja of 
Tamp (Sylliut) liH't refitiUKl our ilemaTiil.'* 

Aumr Manikya incoused at the conduct uf 

thu Uaja of Tiirap and sent aa army, £2,040 atruu^f under 
prJiKM: KjijJhnr, i.<j subdue Puteb Khan, Kiiig ot Tnrap. 
The prince dcfeatfi'd and (raptured SoddliorAni, the general 
of Tnriip-Raja, with his son. They were put into 
a cage aud fent to Udaypur. TJi# Tipp!rtih-ariny 
neii proi'Hi.'ded to C’onquer the Pathaii Xing of Sylhcl 
(Tnrap) iiud FfUn Kftmn usna pltu^id at the htfad of the 
nrtPy, ' 

•* At the Cfimntnad of kbg Amur Mamkya, the Bengali 
soldleri» tnt*ie»took Ihe espedUion under hka Khnn. They 
went ahead of the tide by the river Surma and reached 
Syllu-i." 

Then follows nu animated description as to bow the 
Afghan chief, Fateh Khnn, was conquered hy priitce 
Riijdhar and I^ha Khan. The niuaes of the BengHh 
gciieriiK who rought under ihetn, have been given with 
some detnllfi of iheir qualtflcntiens in the Account. Enieli 
Kh/iU surrendered iiunsulf and wan brought to tTdaypur 
on the I si of Vfagh la Saha 1501 (about the middle of 
Jaiuiiiry, 1Sb2). Tlie king publicly praised IshA Kban 
tor bis x-alour and gave him a seal on the left lule of 
hie sondn-lawv Dayavant Nimtin,*^ it a Durbar held to 
commemomte bis victory, 

Sometimt' iifber Ihta an Amir of the Delhi Emper^w 
(probably Bbidi Bat Khnn} led an espi^iition into the 
very h<*rtrt of Eastern Bengal and attacked Jehii Khan 
who seems to bave planted himst>ir llrmly at Siiroil end 
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th« adjacent looalitj bjr Uib time. lehi beat a retreat 
and eonghl. ihe heip of Amar Hantky'a at this criftie. 

Be coniulted two generals of the Raja—lit Khan and 
B&a Khan, ats to horr he con Id seoure snbatantini help 
from the TippenJi Haja and was adriaed to apply- to 
queen AmmArati Devi for intereeaston in lii» behalf. 
“ The King.’* they «aJd, was a doTotad liusliaiul ond 
listened to the aounsal of his queen in all matters.'’ 
Uhn Khau iieiit a petition to queen Amaisrati and 
addressed herns "Mother” in tho letter. This sort of 
uddro^ to an Jnduin Indy is snnt to app^al to her tenderly 
and ensnro sympathy for the siippiiuniit, Th* queen, at 
the request of Jsha Khan, washed her breast with imtor 
and sent him h drop to drink, which the Muhammadan 
Chief dtd with all affection and respect. This acl was 
Umtntaoutit lo Ins siioking the hrisasl of the queen in 
the manner of a child, nnd lahA Khan was treated from 
this time a» a foster iou of ^UnaiAvoti. Curiously Mr, 
Long in his abridged itanslation fff the Rajmala remlBra 
the Bengali passage in the following words 

*■ He (Isha Khan) nbo won the farour (il tin- Rjinj 
who tested lii* sincerity liy gi'-’ing him the water with 
which ?ho hod washed her body. Jli’ drank it " * AVhat 
a qneer and monstrous idea 1 Bnt a foreign writer may 
he excused for his mistake on a point like tliia* Wo 
wnniier how a scholar like Bahu Kailas Chnndm Siiiha 
could paraphraw the rerse In the rollowing renderjnfj: 
” *fltwnrw wfinn 

•irtttertn." etc. He calls it ilie water in which Iho king’s 
feet wow washed. He ™ rtvidaiUly afraid of referring to 
ihe breast of the queeiii. lest it should olTend the delicate 
sense of dewnoy of our educated countrymen, imbibed 
hy them frotn the western people. This is, howcaer, n 
* if*" i r- w- 
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dnered cotiTention wjtU thii Asiatic fact^ aad then is 
nothing unholy vi itnlt'cent in referring to the mother's 
breaet at Itasi in the eyos of the Oriental peopfe. 

laliA EliAo thus suDceeded in ingratiiUitig himself 
into the oonQdunca of A mar Menikre, vrho waa already 
praduposed in hia favour for hia paat serricefl in the 
interest of the State. The king granted him fifty 
thousand soldiera, Aa sdoti as lefaA IChan reaclsed Saraii 
with this army, the Dellti General retreated from the 
field without venlaring an eaoounter. It U stated here 
llwt labit Ktuin got many lokene of reyul favour from 
Tipperoh; but when we find the author of itajdniAifi, tnen- 
tioaing in this cckuneetion, that the title of * Maehalan* 
dani* was oonferred on IsliS Khan hy Amar Mnuikyn, 
wo feel that the court-parasite was perhaps trying to 
humour a dtsc^ndant of that Jlajo, nt whose order the 
history was written, Ilut here, also, we reserve our 
judgment for reasons stated in the fnat-tiot«/ 

IshA Klmn wos now the master of fiS.OOO soldiers, as 
we find in the acoount of [tajm&LA. He pndMlily 
cenoeived from this time the idea of ostablishing his 
indnpenilenoo in liongtil. He could not have possibly 

* th* tti tltU rMfiijed cA him ffon b Hi ** Hiilttf 4| 

AJiC tsftlTini; Llift 111 iuxtir^ iHAOt bti ll-bdl pHnitwrl BVfl iICnEaHb-l^ 

Uid «r1ikh Bu^lirtfra «ilb * *\im ■»! 4|t]irf, ikv niAi lluntiDtltlifl 

TM VMrllnit r4 iliii viny] tj Kr. HfajilitiH if IV" |i 

fcriTWTTsi^ Tni nrri ■ Ibfni itmtJlaj' rtnin^ la 

ntflitftfif7 *« ait!hs(tkll Im*4 aUi^ n . Lli^a fiLpJ, lit tit* WwrtI, Siiili* b&H 

J '■tlii- R lit kLli RdlfalJ CftfiI aL }. wmsH iuiibcis aun Jlaff 

ut ihm Ktftl. U ft iha B«ie^I| r^vu of iIih #biil tfiiiluutiJ ' Tbfil. lllb fclili df 

Uunniul 4 II wii i^mtiwff ^ till ItJ ik Uti blvOWf, firti 1 m mwmt9^ 

friLHM pnjr aUfjin pnwrr* tiatn tin «if thi Thm 

r«pniii4 ilpp of jHAguJ Uitf |o fin^aarl thm Df vil4u vUli 

tlrllil Jn all jjkilkafc mrnkto M tUv UiIj |»HiL Ullb dtiBB Wtiai 

b il*f l‘#i«0lt tgf fh»u l^hHrie all hltli (MHiilnu lo li>!i ilffllLiiff 

Aatir (dfl-inij™, %htt iing iti Trpp«rB I It hm rtatnJ tirr« Ibmi ili* 

1^ H w^A mf^Tbri H M-i MLau hf Uf AM bftk |»mmvtl b Ilia batllf. 



A Cftnnon of laliA Jvbiin with iait<jripUoii, 1’. 311 
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AcIiieT«d this (*nd, tK^itiAlning io the diatmt of SamiJ, 
for there he oould only hold the atntua of a Teudatory 
Chief under the Tipperah Tleji. Besides somo other 
doToIoptnents took plaee st SiirniJ* which made bis 
position there not a very enviuhle one. Prtnco Bajdhara 
in one of his hunting exetii^ionii found Perfttuia SaraiJ 
as abjunditig with ^iingiea—ii r*3ort of bufliiloefl, liearsi 
tigers and antelopes. Thu game Attracted him mid crossing 
the Titash, he wandered through the ii villngr* of the 
I’ergana, placed in the niidsL of n great wilderness 
and oonceired the idea of founding a country-hoaso at 
Samil, from which be could go out a-bunting and 
extend his dominions hy cutting down tho jungle (the 
najrDalA, p. ISH}. 

Shah Bix Khaw was. In the meantime, preparing 
himself for a fight to arenge himself upon Ish& Klinn 
for the affront the latter had giren him with the aid 
of the Tippemh Roja. Isha Klnm, now master of a great 
army, wanted to find a Bccuro place whore bo cwuld be 
safe from the hands of the Imperiahats and extend tiis 
power by new oongiiests. The deteiis of his fights with 
the Delhi army and of bis flight from the fietd are 
giren In some of these ballads. It was at this time 
(I68S A.B.) that the unfortunate Coch flajiu, the 
hrolhers, Bam Hasm and Lskshman lluzm, were iwiidetily 
attacked hy Isha during the night, They fled by means 
of a tunnel in the inUeo—the relics of which aro still 
in existenae. The capital of the Cocb Uajos, the Jongai 
Bsri (the Porestdiome) beeame the cliief seat of lalta 
Khan’s family. 

In the liallaii of Dewan Monoownr Khan, a grandson 
of lahs Khan, wc h.ave got a reference to the palace 
the former bod built at Dacca, The place where the 
stately maiuioii ouoe stood, ii still called ** Dewau 
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Ba^." ' In Ihe 3Uirv<>T'mnp the plAM is edited ' MAnnovqr 
Kbaiter Bag.' It is sita^tednear the junciioa of lh© Akatia 
Ebal and ^ttal&kah^il, semi miles tiorth-esst of Naraio- 
guoj. In the ‘ Dewan Bii?’ seven brass cannon were 
discovered by Bome men, while eicavating earth, soine- 
timu in February, IIHK). Hr. S. K* Stinton, the I hen 
Mn^ritmte of Dacca, made over the cannon lo Mr. 
Btapleton for deacripthn. The latter has ^ren a detailed 
account of these guns in thu October number of the 
Journal of Asiatic Society Betegal, laDB, The Brat of 
these is tIger>mouthed tmd lioiirs ;iu insuriptiou ol Sher 
Shah, dated the BIB H-E. (IS-lEA D.). The uccojid, 
third and fourth ate nearly of the same model and 
have tiger-heads on the top. This tiger may tic taken 
aa a symbol of Sher or tiger, in compliment to the ICing. 
The romaining three guns evidently belong to lehA 
Khnn, On the Bret of them is inscribed bis name; the 
other two are of the same tyjie. These seven vatiiion 
were undoubtedly the posaesaiom of the Dewnus. TUv 
inscription in Persiun on the itrsi. gun shows that Sher 
Shah cast It in the year 1542 ; hut it is noteworthy that 
nt the other end of the gun, ImIow the breech, is found, 
in Bengali, the word '* Tarap Ilaja. ' 

We have already fmmd it, on the authority of the 
KajmftlA that tshfi Khan anil prince Rajdhar led an 
expedition to Tartip atul conqurred the Pathaii chief, 
Fateh Khan, Tins Fateh Khan must hare secured Sher 
Bhah’s guns by inheritance or by force and when they 
became his property, be hud, at least on one of them, the 
word "Tarap Baja*' inscribed in Bengali, implying his 
present ownernbip. Sher Sbah came from the nurtliweHt 
and hence his Insioriptifjn was in Persian, the courL-langnrtgt' 

1. AcrordiK^ ia Dr, W1«4r^ lh.|i ItfiiQji ajm% rf iUlp 

fiiA X\*itn It^AnAiMI .-if ilaliiaii'iHir"', jj, 4 3 ft !|A[74 p|k 
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of Delhi and otli^r western pmrincas, occupied 
the ifobomedanH. But in Sylhet, and 

Tlppomh in Eastern Bengal, genemUj the court-lougimge 
ivus Bengali during the 1-bi.b to 18th centuries, sa is 
proved by the coins and copper^plate grants, inaiied by 
the rulers of these countries. This accounts for the 
fact that the dfth gtui, liearing lehA Khan's oaine, has 
itfl iiiscriptiflii in Bengali characien. We have thus 
found 0 sure oluo as to how the tour guns of Sber 8hah 
came to the possession cif lahA Khna. Slier Shah 
was iin Afghan and Fateh Klian of Tamp was also of 

the same tribe. So it is (juite oouoeivahle tlint Fateh 

Khan secured the guns of Sber Shah by direct 

iaheritauce or from some of bia kinsmen. IsbA Khan 
obtained thetn by his victory over Fateh Khan. Tbe 
retnalniog three guns belonged to Tsh& Khan and no 
eomuient i$ necessary on them, except a historical point, 
involved in the date. Inscribed in Bengali on one of them, 
to which I Irish to draw attention. It b Uizni 1001! 
or 1593 A.])., the year when Man Slug was sent to conquer 
the redoubted chief of Jungal Bari. H waa evidently for 
the purpose of equipping himself for dghting with the 
Hindu Qeneral of Akbar that laha Khan cast some 

new guns and these three indicate the merttal 
exigonotes of the yoar. 

Thus from the year IS78 when, ns a landlord of some 
status, IshA Khan sent one tbotisand men responding 
to a call from Amar Manikja to help in the oxcavation 
of the "Amar Dlghl ” near the Udeypur bills, down to 
the year 1693 when be fought battles with .Mnn Sing 
and surrendered Inmself at Kgara Sindur to the latter 
afti>r n strenuous warCarv, which evids.ed the admiration 
of \k1iar and led him to order his rotciise mitl confer n 
grant of (wrtitydwtt Ferganas on him, iro liavp n 
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connected n-irrnUve of lah.l KhnnN life, uathered from 
different sources. The drst p:trt of his enreer was 
ignored hy Che b irds nntl cbr,Hiio1ers, irho ire re appointed 
to write the history oE Jiinsal ItAri by some of the 
Dewans tbemaelres. But, for the detailed account 
of the lattor part of his life, we have enough material 
in IliDse treatises utid ballads, Ihnugh the reculoT must 
always be cautious in accepting the acoonnls as correct 
in their del uls. 

The State-recordn, and following these. Dr. Wise 
have declared that Kalhlas GoKdani ivaa convinced of 
the superiority of lolam hy the learned lectures of 
the court-minister of the reigning Moslem Kiog and 
lennunccd tTinduism in hie sincere faith in the new 
creed But the drat ballad relates a romantic lovc- 
nifatr. As it is certain that he married a Moslem 
princess, the greater possibility is that he favoored 
Muhammadanism Ijcoaump he loved a Muhammadan 
princess. Ele was a Hindu of the orthodox type. He 
gave atvay every day an clop ban I, plated with gold, to 
Brahmins, for which he was onlled “Gasdani*' (of 
course the elephant was far from being Ufe-steo), Wo 
are not inclined to lieltcve that such a devout Hindu, as 
he was, could give np hut religion at once, listening to the 
diacDurses of a ^laUomedan minister, who is not known 
to have been an inspired pr«tphet, A greater probability 
lies in thn either direettou where the omnipotent dotty, 
presiding over tho heart of human Vings, found an 
opportunity to aim his dart. The State>papera of 
Jangal UArl have very «nlid reasons for giving this 
shape to the story. They would natnrally try to 
suppress anything that might look like a family scandal, 
os in Indian homes these points are *a delicate that a 
very slight matter often proves damaging to the honour 
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of a househnld. Al iba siuutf time one point may l>a 
ureed by wftf of diacreiiitin^ tLu (iccountn of Iha 
bailii(l*miiko» llmt it » very usual wiUi thorn to 
introduce a loTe*tfile, ttherever they find a mawin or 
blBfik «|WC€ iti tliL^ body of the iiarnttive, whero they 
cun conreniontly manage to do it. Uh tlieio remarks, 

I kate the readers to form iheir own jiidgmciiU, The 
Dewans of -lani’nl Itflri oiic« wjdiled great power 
over Eastern Bengal, but In spite n! it, they wore looked 
down upon by the genuine STahoinednti fitmily, who 
had come fnmi the nortli-nest and settled there. In 
the Itallnd of Dewati Perfig Khan, wo find liow a proposiki 
o( his TOatrieafo with n princess of IvcIIr Tiwpiir wits 
indignantly rejected ity her Inlher Omnr Klmii. He 
called the Dewan family nf Jangtil iMri hjtr*, and 
inHdels, guiiieil hy Hindu tastes and hriving nindii 
blood running in tiieir reins. 

The name of Kednr Itny’s daughter, ns given in the 
Inilad, is Siiiiluidra, She is, however, tmdiUoniilly 
known among (lie nindu* by tin' name of SouA or 
Sonamnni, which imr writers sometimes turn inttr its 
Sanskritiaetl form ' SwarnamaTee.' It is not unlikely 
that amongst her own people, she was known by her 
more familiar pet-name of Soiilt or ^onamani, and when 
she entered (he Mahoinedan linnim, she assumed hot 
more dianifled name Suhhadril, Difficulties have 
sometimes niisen in respect of the names of many of 
the personages, mentioned in Ihew' batinds. The 
popular hnlinds have nomptimes given the moro fmniliflr 
names, <iuite different from those UM-d in offlciMl 
dociiRients, Amongst strancers, whom latterly Sonfl 
adopted as her own, it was mnst natural for her to 
give np her umlignifii'd pet-name and use the classToal 
word'Subhadrii’mstaad. All accounts agree in stating 
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tiiAt th^ Mahomodiin anme alio adopted was NiyAmat 
J&n} 

Wa do bot find any tnoDtioa of tho aobs of SobhadfA 
oitlier in ' Masbnad Ali Itibftsa ‘ or in the 

of the Dewan family by «Mr. Stapleton in bis 
article. But tbe oamea of Adam and BirAm are'quite 
familiar in the literature of tbe ballads, dealing with 
the history of the Bewan family, mostly written by 
Mabomcdana. We find a good many incidents of their 
lives deaeriliod in these Imllails. There eeeiufl to he no 
reason to doubt that IshA Khan got two sons by tbe 
Hindu princraB and that they were called Adam and 
Bir&m, OF course they were familiarly oalled by these 
names. They had certainly some dignified names, used in 
official records, to which we hare not been able to get a 
otue. Babu Burgacharan Sanyal giret an account of 
Sonamani's (SubbadrA's) letuni to her father's home 
on Che death of Ishfi Ehan and living an aacetic life, 
aa an outawte. Qa says that the Bewaas of 
Haibatpur were descended from the eons of the Hindti 
Begum of IshA Khan.* I do not know how far the 
statement is true. 

Of DOune, the orthodor Mahomedan vrrlten would 
not like the idea of tracing the descent of a tiobls 
Moalezn family from a Hindu and hence it might be 
quite possible that some of them would try to obligate 
all trace of a princess of Kayastba family from 
the genealogy of the Bowans. We all know that 
.Tnbangir «m a jh>i, qf j„|ha Boi and there were manv 
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fitch CAMS in the Artmtocratiu MuhAmmadan fAmiliea 
ot lodia. But ah Emperor of Belbi could assimilate 
foreiga elements in his home, and he was toe high to he 
criticised. Besides, when a point was an undisputed Isot 
of bistorp, there was no help but to admit it. But 
in smaller comm unities, and where one could easily 
wipe away alt signs of a foreign connectlOD, it is 
net unlikely that such a thing should happen. A 
Maboraedan ndbluman may be natimlly looked down 
upon for being desoended Irom a Hindu wife, by 
orthodox people amongst Muhammadans. In the face 
of the existing circumstanoes, however, there is no etue 
to discover it any of the numerous branches of the 
Dewan family tins wilfiilly blotted out the name of 
the princess of Sri pur from their genealogical aceounts. 
liVe attach no importance to what Mr, Sanyal says 
about the fiaibatpur branch being descended from 
her^ as the writer gives no authority for his state* 
ment. J>r, Wise mentions that there is a curious 
custom in one of the branohef of the Bewan family, 
settled at Hariabpur iti Tippera, that the eldest son 
of the Zamindvr is always styled ^Thlkur,' This merely 
proree the existence of a Hmdu custom in the iainily. 
And it should be knovrn that the title of Tbflkur la 
not confined in Beugat to the Brahmins alone; H » 
atao found amongst the Kayastbas and some other 
high castee. 1 do not know if this title refers to 
any custom in the family of the abducted Hindu 
prince. 'Ihe title may also Imply that the parti- 
nular line of the Be wan family, stationed in the 
Tippera Btlj, adopted the custom in imitation of the 
Tippera Rajas, whose eldest sou Inherits the lldj and 
is ratlinH ** Ynharftj” and the second son is called by 
the title “ThAkur.'* 
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There i*, however, nnothur possibility, which f bo^ to 
iuggest, in spite of its doubtful character, iu the aljwucti 
of say bistoncal (^ideace, 

U is B well-known fact that ihe rOHidfluee of Ishil 
Khan at Eaktiarpur whs deairoyed by the imperial 
troops under Shah Btiz Khan in 1SS3. Dr, Wibo rorrrs 
to this catastr^tphe in hU arHcie, already referred to. 
in one of the Winds on iabd Khan, we tind a curious 
story that onv of the Dewaiis, after taha KhnnS death, 
had set lire to the palace of Jatigat Bari and destroyed 
Ilia whole family, because tin* Delhi troops Had irttepud 
into his Zenam. The wmae of honour of the Dewati 
must bare been » delicate a** to veruo on madness. 
But the whole thing seems tn me to be a mere piece of 
fancy and nothing more than that. When w« mtd a 
liallad, composed by an illiterate peasant, faia accounts 
nro gencndlj found corroot, at least his mistakes arc 
ionn-^dc. But when a hnlMeKured villager garbles 
out H tale with the conscious effort uf making a 
display, we cannot conceive to what cateat he may 
show the monstmiia range of hia fancy by distorting 
facts. The author of the hallaii in (lucstion seems to us 
to belong to that school. He tells ui that os scon as 
Dewan Abdul ht*ard th»t the Delhi troops, his own 
allies, had constructed a high ladder with hnmboo>po]es 
oat of ciu-iosity and peeped into liia ZenaDH, having a 
full view of the Indies, he was covered with a sense of 
disgrace and ordered that atl the gates of the inner 
apartment should be shut.. He Iheo proceeded to set 
lire to the palace, which was burnt down to ashaE with 
its inmates, and only a poor baby of sia months, 
Hachoom Kban survived, having Wn thrown down 
by a maid'iarvant from mrar the roof into the basket 
of a fishcr-womon, who saved like poor thing from 
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death. All other meralseTa of the Dewan family and 
their atteodaotii died iti the conSaf^rAtloD aa the 
doors were ehwl from outeide; and tbi* w the way 
tit whloh the TiewAn 3aheh reveaged himeeir upon the 
Delhi troopa t 

Tile whole aeems to beta myth^ pure and simple. 
But I refer to the story for one reason. May it not be 
tHken aa indicating aome historical event, relating to 
an oxpeditKin of the ImperialieUt into Jangnl Bttri 
ami the eubieffuont destruction of the palace by them P 
The incident is mid to havu occurred shortly after Adam 
and Btrhm bad returned to the palace, having married 
the two daughtctB of KedJtr lUy. It there is any grain 
of truth in this account^ it certainly hinte at a tragedy^ 
in which the princes met with a melancholy end. 
Tliere seems to hare been some popular tradition of the 
Jan gill Bftrt palace being destroyed by t he Mogbut army 
and of the conaeqiient deatriudioti of many members 
of the Dowau family* Such a tragic event could not 
hut have left an impreeaion on the popular mind. But 
the author of the ballad would uot like to describe an 
event, shoa-ing the defeat of the tnviaciblc Dewans, 
whoso prowess bo had extolled beyond all tneaaure, 
—even lo the uateni of declaring that IshA Khan had 
usurped the throne of Delhi and (heroby stmek terror 
into till' iieart of Humayunv Thiui ha gave out a 
vereimj, monstrously d^stortt^d, in which ho attempted 
to prove how delicate was the sense of family honour 
with the Dewans 1 

The hallad^iuaker also states chat the army of the 
MoghuU was (me thouHnnd in number and that they 
hnd lived for six months at tho cost of the Dewan Sahib. 
All thi^ hints at somo altercation in Which the Moghul 
aimv suddenly besieged the palace of Jangal Bfiri and 
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setting to it* destroyed it with romiy of tho ttembera 
of the Dewan family t is also mentioiiiKj in the 
ballad that for fotiHecn yearn the Jangal Bari palace 
VOS in a deserteil condition and when Maclioam Khan, 
the surviving of the family in that lociality’ 

grew to be a hid of fourteen, he was invited by the 
people to take the reinij of adminiairatXon in liu handa 
and tlmt he had the old loaonion, thoroughly repaired, 
before he aat on the ' ffttdi' of faia ancestorsw 


The deBtructioii of the reaidenoe t>f fehR Khan at 
Baktiarpur in 1583 by Shah Ba* Khan has already la*cn 
munttoned by me. Through the vwta nf these tragical 
iocideots In the family of the Dewans, we Jmve glimpses 
of eventa, which may indieato some catastrophio end 
of the sons of Suhluidrs. At the same time it must 
be admitted that the genealogical acoounis of the 
Dewan family, thot have been hitherto araiiahJe to us, 
are neither exhaustive nor accurate. In Or Widens 
table we find that the Une of Haibatuagar is dt-scended 
from a brother of IshA Khan, whereas the genealogr 
given by Mr, Stapleton and in the *Itih,utit* it » trac^ 
direolly from fsh* Khan. Not only are discrepancies 
of thw sort very common, but threughont Mymensingh 
^ere arc innumerable famili™, who claim tlmir descent 
from Iflha Khan. Seme of these are undoubtedly 
Manchar Chhele" or descended from the 
hoauuful Hindu maidens, brought into the harem of 
he Dewans in lie« of - Nagar Maricha" or marriage- 
* I ^ntten about them in fuB in my Intrc^o. 
tion to the firet psn of the ballads. These children of 
Martcha- not only Inherited tbdr paternal 
pro^rty but were called Dewans by conrteay. Kooe 
of the^ Uoes would now admit that they are dereonded 
from Hindu women in that way, for reasons I have 
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in eonnection with SuhhadrS. It ta impcMaible 
lo collect a genealo^cial tiecount of the diffeTont branches 
of the Dewan family, eome of whom sunk into 

abject poverty and low statiui and lost all tonob with 
the main stock. In the fisco of these difflcuUics, It is 
not poaaifale to find out anj clue as to the immediate 
descendants of Adam and BirAra. if they Jived long 
enoagh to have issue. Hot m 1 have already stated, 
it seems certain that they were so ns of bhii Khan by 
Suhhadru and that their uncle Kodar Ray had tried liia 
best to revense liimf^elf upon the innocent latls for the 
fault, if any, of their mother, who, instead of committing 
sulotde by * Jahar Brata * or courting doatli ih Komo other 
way, bad dung to lahi Khan as a devoted wife and thus! 
brought a great disgrace on the ItAj family of Sripur*^ 

■ e^tsTip C;tiu4n K»j in Sil UHaiqr pntiHilwil f& 

iFfPIp inlBmlinl ffcilt ■bmit Be 

■tKhtct«l ^ IlHi 1Sh*Ti nHKi Utf MIj 3 afflm uf mht> 

Iwd bribtd bj lit* n«m li i- »id iSfct ■ t«4 iimy bloody «mrt **m 
rcHi|)3t Ch4B4 Bmj BiiU IM KSbB i»«r tbt ftmH inmmH, 4^^* lO vS« uM* 

llpinbi tmnllj. Ct]^4 ihi likit*# l*W Hhfc*. trtriJt bj bhi^ 

nt 4n>l4irTiulAlb^i IS# «( Efa^JrpHT. ImlI iLm 

mplta) Bt lh« <jkJe£ II bu fa^Lkuir rTAiv^ Ikm tfl^r ItlhA KKubV 

ClMuid Kaj plnadf^wt Lk« lema of RKfi UM nrioiw uxhm WKft 

tn tAk* twvvfir* fbrnil/i. 

ll ■ ilvo nblvd LbAJAMlDmal nri4 « uid. fo^irbil kftrd AfuiH4 

thn MrvudfiTt^ *hB ^**1 «!» m tSf (oH of nijkfiiDi, Ib wbinS Ol# 

Iifi4 tBkn t*fnii« BaI tviiif unpSk* I& bolJ lifir aHn, «[li <lpiiUi bf 

tkmwiaf b<rHl^ ia\a Bt*, f« fMf of biinf Sj th* #o™j W# i4«p 

A likUsinct U> th« *»*Ct tbil %lftt Uppm* lU^ft joiftri witS Ihm Piurmi m vut 
ICffhr Eaj oJ rikrAdiimt ka AtiAckiiif JAftffil &Aci iml pluikwin r kiAfun’Uw 
dMth lAtoA Sb>b W* tiA» Alm^r rpf«fr«4 l« fbck vo LSb HollLi^tv of Ikp 
OuiL lihi KSav oD« A jrnil aIIj PaJa Abat MiAih^A I!ia1 

UlUFfj wil AA «miifr«iKit 4f btlwean ibp CbSiT ftld th* 

TippAtAb B4 )a BAJ bi inttfTOd frow tb# tict tbwi dq AtAicA wam UkdiL, ^tva ihA 
UkM-ukfln (tf kljmranwihi 0# Ibr bfcnifijrb^ wbi*!!! (ib* IfliiK huf nfti fonjibt 
in ill* IbUrfHl of Lbt tinwAS £!■!« Ifk^j vu>in4 lii iphlilvfAi* mtl jnemiti^ nl 
]«liA ICbAb'* fMfirhiifflB wUb Tlppritb. ic ilb* '^SurAn* 

Idim BtTkm b*4 na vbap. tiS* fWt » vw? *lhpr bintan^tKt 
tbu TkfblM ■tAU* iliAl l8«*iii«ai *w * 4*AjAti^T 1*4 lat A tijfif ftf L^hiM itiy. 
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Id thfl account ^ren tbe Dcwaus, n'u find 

^An^iug'it nife, appealing with teara to Itibil Khact to 
agree to aocompnny her husband to Delhi. The plea 
was tliat if lie woiiltl not comply, tSie Emperor waii sure 
to behead her huahand. And Dewan IshpV Khan, taking 
pity on her, gHUanily agreed to bu taken a captive to 
Delhi anil allowed himself to be throa'n into prison there 
with the noble purpose of saving Manaing'n life from the 
wrath of (he autueratiu Eniperur, This story evidently 
exaggeratcii the valour and other noble qualitieB of 
IshA at the coat of kTetisiiig, who is represented here 
us a general of no high merit, if not altogether a coward. 
Dr, ^Viin^ hjie belleved in this story furnished by the 
Dewan family. But the popular version, wntten by a 
Mabonicdan ballad-maker, gives a more re liable account. 
It gtoritles lahA Khan witbeut lowering MAmsing, 'Die 
valour of the former is praised ; he is ropreaentoii as 
bolding hb own in the fort of Kgar Sinduru like a 
brave hero that be was. It, besides, givna detaib of the 
fllrntagem, employed by MAnsing to make him a captive. 
The H'Liide thing appeors quite natnral. It does not 
tliminish the glory either of Isha Khan or of MAttsing 
and desorihea the flituation very welt in which both 
these wnrriora found ample opport unit Ids to discover, 
Aud appi'i'chite their resfiective merits in the battle* 
Held, everiUialiy loading to the release of IshA Khan 
from the prison of Delhi and to the bestowal of groat 
favourn on him by the Emperor Lbrr>ugh the interoesnon 
of MAnsiog, 

Some historians have recorded that Kodar Bay 
died of the offecl of an wound, recoived in battle with 
MAQsidc. TliO ballad, however, gives a totall)' dlfforent 
account. MAnsing came to Bengal to subdue some of 
of the refractory chiefs of Bengal and he no doubt 
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fought iFiLh Ke^Ar Eav. |1 u not unlikelv thot tho 
latlor WAi iroundoil in itomc ulfray irith. bho great gtfnotnl 
of Akbnr. If it \raa true that KarimuUa hctuoilr 
killed Kedar Ray, as stated in tho ballnd, it would tUll 
Iv qnit«f poniilhlif for Manning to haT® appropriated the 
credit to hjniiiielf in lits report to tho Delhi Emperor, 
The repnlatioii of ICarintuna, a ril!a:^e hero, oonld not 
luii'e po«ail)ly gone heyond BimgaL lu the hallad. n( 
Matioownr iChan, wr hnd that Sripur ww destroyed hy 
the army of Jangftl BaH with the help received from 
IHdhi. the heroic exploits nnd auceeases, achteved 

by EuvrimuUa, might bare hwn Ignored by the great 
genoraU of Delhi, in iliHr accounta, rent iit Delhi, in 
order to appropriate the entire credit and full share of glory 
to Ihemselres, 

hha Khan, h is indicated in the Mubaromadaii 
vhrouioiee, roigned " from Glmnighat to sea.*' It u not 
true that the other eleven sub-lords of Bengal admitted him 
as Iboir feudal lord. It may he said with some certainty 
that be was the most powerful of them. Kedar Bay 
reigned at Srjpur, which once stood on the banka of the 
PadmA. On the liank of that riv'er was Khljlrpur, once 
the principal seat of IsliA Rlian. The grandeur of the 
oity of SripUT is on record and Kedar Ray seems to hare 
wielded a great power over the tract of land from Sripur 
to Dacca. Karimnlln, the famous general of the Dewnn 
family, found himself safe from hie jurisdiction^ while 
reaching the latter city, where a strong Mahoin..ijan 
power was stationed, ns we come to learn from the ballads. 
Kednr Ray and Chand Ray reigned over the large and 
important Ferganna of Vlkrampur, ^'and between labi 
Khan of Ehijirpur, whose strength was on the opposite 
hank of the Ganges (FadmS) and the two brothers, there 
was constant warfare." The hutortc temple at Rfijbflri 
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n’bich Wft 9 reckfiniid jin one rtf ili& t^rptcal tiioimmenl* 
of Jlfe'ogttll fioulplui'B anti whlcL TJr* iVise has desarihed 
in detail, has ri'cetilly buen wnshed away by the iMja- 
clieruua river, uu tUc bank of wliiuh it stood. The templo 
n as associaliKl with Kedar Boy. But the teniplw evidently 
bora signs ol Pfe-Atuhamniadan art and showed niaiiy 
feature# of Utiddhist sculpture. Ur, WUe, while 
asaiitniijg it# foutidatioo lo Nedar Hay, remark#, “’llie 
wiilJs iiro eleven feet thick, Jarger than those found in 
Aiahomedan huildinirs of the same age, lining eight inches 
sqiiam and nm* ami it half thick.” The massiva wall# are 
of ihe pre-Mahomedan period and the vast reserroir in 
front of the monument, nailed " Keshaber ilir dighi '* is 
probably indicative of some forgotten lady, at whose 
order the J/tfM wtw founded. iVe cannot endorse Itr. 
W’’ise’a statement on the authority of an absurd rtiatic 
story that the i>ipAt was constructed by one of the servaata 
of Kedar Ray, The J/fl/ft and the tank are always con* 
atruoted together by the same person. Ify belief U that 
the Sfath was built in the Buddhiit times and that Kednr 
Ray and Chand itay had it tiiornughly repaired and 
«.asociated it latterly with their own name#. It# archaso- 
logioai featurt^ have le<l u# to derive this eonclnsioit. 
With this historic ffllltlce, Enatern RoTigaL has probably Inal 
one of her noblest of moniiraent# of Hie Buddhist age, 
After the setHetrent of Bengal In Akbar's reign, Islia 
Khan i# aatd to have possessed 22 pergntinas in REiatern 
Bengal, the name.# of which are nmutioned in the body 
of the texts. The original residence of the family, n# ha# 
already been stated, wa# at BaiswaH in Ondh. Mr. 
Stapleton say# “ Bnis and yftm ** written wittanui apnea# 
on either side of the is simply Baiawara. The name 
BaiswArp baa appareitUy reference to 22 pergannas, hold 
by these Bajput#, and the fact that hihA Khan was also 
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SIfl 

ifmntod thp mme imralier o< Pepgaanfw (n Eauterii Bftnmtl 
may W regarded notin' actual proof of h« dojoont ftt>iii 
the Kajpiits of Boiswara/^ 

Tlie ballads giro accurnte details of customs and 
niHnnere provaleat In Eastern Beniral in the I6tti ooniury* 
They refer to the artislb dealgna, with which hunstalows 
were ooitstriicted in the district of Mytitenauigh in those 
days. The featbera of tho cmne, of the king-iiahrps and 
of Hie p4'tt-ooolse were ujjed in ploTity for the pnrp®e of 
decorating ihe roofs. H was a fashion to erect a number 
of orjatoi pillars in the maiuions of the nobles and ohiefs. 
The relics of such pillitra are to be found even to this day 
in the d^brta of the palatial htiildlngs of Mujlu JaJal. 
We also come to Ji'atn from these iMiUods tlint the hig 
Ixwbt, which atill go by tlie n&me of '* kwhft ” in Eastern 
Bengal is suggestive of the fact that in oJdon itmea, a 
whole Boot would bo *o largo as to coTor two milea^a 
hoiAft Of course IsIiA Khan’s ‘koshft,’ though im- 
doobtedly a very big one, wan far from being the 
monater-ahip of the ancient Qindm and only proved the 
tntdhbn of the old-world trading v€bm)Is. In ancient 
times it was the fashion to oonitriict huge things. The 
Babylonians and Egyptian* were fainoua for building 
gigantic monuments. This fashion was preserved till 
much later times in India. Hucn-tshang sew, in Norlheni 
India, many huge figures of the Buddlia, one of which 
stood as high as the Ocnterloooy nioniunent, and that 
is a matter of the soTenth Motury A. D. 

Wo come to know from th© bnlladB that the Muham¬ 
madan ladies of high rank uaed to wear Tcrstnii * mri#' 
in tbo^o days imd young lifeelcm noblemen favoured coats, 
mofic in Egypt. They wot© caps made in Arabia, and 
u"ed corg©ou.s shoes and slippers, inlaid with jotr^ls, 
mod© by Fcritad artaste, 
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Dr. WLh 4! rHfijrsi io Uu* three Suuads. preserved by the 
BiVri Itimily. 

The llriit i» Iroxu iihah Suja und us ibti d Lhu iUt 
Julas of !thiih .lehan A H. 1057 i Ui47 A. D.) U directs 
Ahniiul and laar Miih»riim»ic). meinlwr* of tho fainily, 
tu jiay the pcvctnit's* of thi* jointly h«ld Uy thuiu 

bo I't Quid Klmn. 

The second ii sliiU'd A, ID 105P (Iflbfl A, D.) and 
ia seui by iihub 3u^i)h t<i the .M itn^^hdars and otlior oHlciaic 
to uiake nver xoitio dixckyartS, m liieh had previously lieen 
built by the i^ovcrnmciit 

The third U daletl L7IKI A. D. and is an ohior from 
Alim Osh Khan r«t|turiiig Hniinii >lnhoniH| to keep in 
raadlnnss <t7 koAhA-haats s%'ith liontmcii in oaoh and 
to pay Rs. 10.2(17*7, tha revenue ut thfl PorgautiBs 
Budak*hAl, etc. 

The ballad ol Manowar Khan, which, fur aoiue nsaaonfl, 
we cannot piihlish in this volume, suvrcely (mssessea any 
rural simplicity or dirocinesa, nhioh »the mnnt important 
chsraotcrislio of this class of sons^. In It we come across 
the pedantry of a half-lcttared villa^e^poet, rorairdiijir 
us often of Uie afe of BhAmt Chandia, when atnorotis 
suhjecD carried to abnormal eaoesat'S, reoeWed favour. 
But in BhArat Chandra, hia immitablr finished atylg, 
the clasaioal dignity of words and their wealth of 
music invest oven the most erotic inntteri with a literary 
fineness wbioh, to some oxtenU hides the nudity of a 
diiigtistine acene^ .Many of hiit imitator*, however, 
without posi«Nsing thw urace and soholarshlp of the great 
master, imbibed his fault* to n point outrageous to 
d»'C!anc>'. Though this halhd may beehartted with some 
of thesB lilemishes, it no doubt gives ug some real accounts 
of Manowrr Khan and his doeiing* wiDi 9hnh 3ujft, 
from which the historian will be able to trace the later 
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sat 

iyf thnt iinlfortuiinti- novi' (Tov^red ^'ith n mint^ 

M^htcii Imrdly Sefivvs n to J^omti into the 

r*>al fucH of that |H-rkKl of im lif^H This aocuuatf 
coupled with that to he found in one of the works of 
the wlebnited Mrihomi^itii pm»t Atwal Hre pfr>rbi\p3 the 
only source from which an neiiDuul of the later events of 
SbAb Suza's Ufe may l)+j Erleaned - 

Til these bwloricftl liallads, we airi hardly expect to 
Tiicei with much poetry. Uul still the Wlihtl of FerC;^ 
Kiiriit givtkK n picliirt^ of ji rmai «ple ^mndeiir towards the 
nml In the death of Sakbina.—a picture which, more than 
briiss or marble^ in a hi^itn!^ menvori/il to that boro- 

pre9itntini£ her uni^iue and sublimv riiartyrdoui for 
love in thi^ mde* but simple laii^iia^e of the rudiv p<H I. 

We hii-va notined the episode fiitly in our liiTrodacitioii 
iu the 11 mt volume, riiouijh luckiiie: in pii'Ur>\ these 
tuiUads do nut lack in interest, tn mo^t of these^ the 
fcmlet Tollowti thi* inriden^-^ ilescrilied, wifb ardeot 
curhisity Htul theso de.sijriptinuti have none of ihui haxiuei^, 
whfulk chanicterijie the ilambuyant and troLhy ^ty\^ 
nf Hoinu of our inod^ru wrilors, lint uro vivid and always 
reJi'VjiiU lo fhtr pdnt. Concise ness is ecni-rally tJie 

xjiduial quality of the biilltul>* uiitl Ik^it authors aeliloni’iiiu? 
twii woni?, whtm ihuy can cuiivej their idea by onu, 

* liav» JUil knfkkriLiAllalL ffHia lUbH ijikutoAfa iI hi.frj*^ VX^¥ 

ul nui- l^fl l 4 ii 4 i li^nl Hiiuh iMlIfldf t||^lK*rllLiM ibt F^rm at ■ 

iUu|[l^ki»r ul I^li SeJia m £ 11 x 111 mi pin™ 1^4# Iii4t44l-tni.1mr miulr 

ihU' h lit I'li^ iimil4 ku Ubn fif liir 

jfUWR kjvl BiijtpPi butKlI Le iiUjii tjBrtmii af Ufip Tk* wis* 

■U113 lA Ailiii Iri^u kit: liiHit ikf CtiLUlrLtiicg 
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A Compftraiize Hemetz <(f the Oenealogical 
Jiecffrde of the Devtan Famiig. 

We eubjnln hero thrtw gpnealogicAl iab]c» wbich ire 
haTe got of IshS Ktian'a family^. Of these the one given 
by Ur. StapUttoD in his article published in tbo Journal 
of Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1009 is based on the 
Masnadali Uihoa written by Munshi Raj Chandra Ghosh 
and Paudit Kali Kumar Chnkraborty. We give Mr. 
Stapletontable below.' 


EmW Du 0»jduiL ^ ^i4 daugbtfr ol JfcUl Shili Sin, 

fitw SdUirinKii Klma Rulsr of Ben^l 

I iBSteliAHy 


Um%i\ 

d. im 


Mftcboom 

till 

A.D.} 


MsnwvrAt 

(qODqumd Chift^gon^ 


Muhftmmcd 


Iwfti UubftMmod Abdiv) 

ftiiVf ID Ji50 


Hi 



Hftjil 

BubAt 

ifoQDdvr of 

nmr EiiborgDQj) 

aJqIHIi 


Sharif A t leut otiaer io&r 


Fitlic* Bibi lAlif 

CM. Hwbat Kh*ci) tAmhhh^i 

Ai1a4D imd ^Moai 


* Tlw uMi It iTlLh mmmf intiHldaA, Ii^ImLIj im mfw#t of iIm 

biljrimfliikftt ■llluLHrt iKri]lrKl4[$ ktj Ibf fiAiSI^. 








RASTKKN UKNfML UALLADS 


(2) Tnbie given by Munjihi Alxlul KAnm of the 
Tillage GalArhiiHi in rhv SubdiTiaioo of Kialiorgun] 
(M.yBuenaiogh) in litn Buliniil of llanvrwiir Khan. 

K«U Uu Uetdaui, m. « of Bab^r 

f/ia« SuUimtn 
Klvitu 

T)ew»n 1 b 4 Ktmi 

I 

Miiohoom Klmti 
M^tiwwAr Kliiui 

in ihH balliul nl lahA Khait, Al)4ul Karim «aya time 
Maclioom Khan had five ai^ns, ut-f . M'inwrwnrall, Latif 
AmimU, LAiif Khan and Hatbnt Kbrnt. 

(S) The genealogical lalile given in Suhoma 

Gramer Itihas ' by Strarnp Chanilra Hoy, pnbtUhed by 
Lalit Mohan Diis from tiio Saltlin Prew, 33, Miualmau 
Pam I^e, Calcutta, in 1801. 

Eali Pu iltucdtni 
luhl Kbait 

_ 1 _ 

Adftir> Kiidiiif Birfein Kkmji Abdul Ktmii 

Mschooni Khan 

_ i _^ 

Kh«n Vff tklt&it MaufTwnr Klwxi Suif KhAii 

Ktkwlwlwl AU Aii Ehitn EuUmh Ehan 

Alinnrd*!! KtiAP 

Ul nfitwi K diznjrah Khin Smtniibyj Kbilii 

OniftliJi Khiiik nkh&dur Ali^ KuniVit All 

I md jHiTifthar Khip 

-^—T^. —^1 

All Rnfti'l Ali BbAidfcli 

Umed Ali 









And ruins of tianse of Irthn KJinn’s imitii^citatie dcsovndants. i\ a:)5 
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riiM UV 4 J itililw, rij., iht*oiW' ^ivin Uy Itfhnw and Iht' 
ollwr* iiir iiHist iMtu-l. copfccl from il by Mr. Hdipluton 
iirt^ limctlcsilly the winie. though IUb liiMflr lias ibp value 
of imptii'miit hj llml <*t^bo1sr But frum a 

••oiuimrUoii nt tliii I)lh«r thrw' labks mid refupi?nc«s to 
tho (fBiu'nlogy llif-fiiroily in *lie iLMiole of Dr TVUe, 
U rtjipriarH tbiU lumt* of tUwse lia»- njij Nulifiantittl claim 
to ri*ltnbilityv 'Tin* tiildt* gtreii hy Bubii Su'arup Chandra 
fljiy w«* luv doubt concrtt'd from n bi'atich of the 
Tbtivaii fiiiiuly« Mitlb'd in some lofullty uenr 8iivarna^iAm 
jitid rt'VOiils nonu's, which ore moBtij* nol tobv found in 
the uthor UliUfs. Tlu* fat’l w that tin* descendants of the 
Ilcivans. h'siitiiutite and illegitiniatcr all caUed DewaM 
Ut true Hiionge or by courtesy, are so uumorous end 
Uieiv ^lufus »o viiried tlml I'ncii of these fannllw has a 
difformit record of Its own, MunoTsmee juanipnlated by 
ibi* niflinherti in snob a way os to ciiftble (lieiu to estHblisb 
their cblins on rfitnci desoeut from the moin Stook by 
Itiirful morririgp. It is diUlciiU to find out a red aud 
uccuriile ivcord from the forest of geneologies, supplied 
tiT uznoDinl mill illiterate ppopls. 




Dewan l»ha Khan MaaKnad Alt. 

Chonu .— n 

‘• Let tlie dfum heat in honour of Iflhl lUian. 

(i) 

In the Wcstero oountry ,tbare was a Raja owned 
Dhaonwit Sin^jh. He was a great chief and hu nches 
were irnmonso. Hi» sht?e» and m'^vd-sorraatfl were 
Innumerable. He we« on terms of great intimimy mth 
the Emperor of Delhi, who protected him at the hour 
of danger—aa does the shadow of a tree the weary 
nossenger soorohed by the rays of the anii. 

In the family of Raja Dhanapat Singh was born, in 
oonrrie of yeofS. Bija Bhagirath, the worthy scion of 
an illuBlrious ariatoorotio family, who, for the wtlLbeing 
of his sahieola. wa* fcady to sacrifloa ererj intereat,— 
nay hia life. Raja Bhagirath in «nir» of his traTela, 
risiling the Indian shrine*, came last to the 
province of Bengal. After he had seen diHerent 
of the country, he risited Goar—»te capital, wh^ 
Sultan Ghvsa Uddin was reigning at that time. The 
Sultan received the Raja very warmly in hU court and 

treated him with evory mark of re^pwt. It la only 
the noble heart that can appreciate nobility W othere. 
Says the poet—" To the dog olarihed butter has no Uate 

'-rlr Sultan began to admire the noble quaJitlHi of 
ruu Bh^irath and with earneet entreaties persuaded 
him to accept the post of his Prime Minute and to stay 
his capital. So Raja Bhagirath settled at Qow and 
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by hU (Hcty mid adminfstmNTv talents soon rnmie 
bjmuelf osteumed of nil. The sulijeots of tlw EmpiTH 
be trmtod as hb ehtidroii. So one ever saw hioi indulge 
in pride, ibougli bo hold suoli an nxaitod position. 
His fame M*Hiri spread far and wide in the country, 

Ftoid him wasf descended UAlidas, wlio, in hU tnm, 
held the rank of the Prime Minister of the s^ultmt of 
Gonr. .Uinuddin was at that time un the tlirone of 
of Dengnl. 

Now, KtVltdus, the Prime Minister, was a vouth of 
exceedingly hmidsome appearanee.^tn foot, among the 
youthful members of aristoorjiiit? rank none whs equal 
to him in personal aitmctlons. Ke shone, ae it 
were, with the Iwiliinnoa of the sun. If the minister 
stood in a dark uhamber, ft appeared that its darkness 
was dispelled iti an insUuit, Even Madnn. the God of 
Jove—husband of llati, wa* „ii match for him in 
personal grace and Ijenuty. 

He was. besides, known for bis exlciiaite charity. 
Tlie poor people mid tlie Fakirs daily roceivtid gjfu at 
his hands. His oourt was u resort of achobir* and 
nsoctice. With their advice the minister performed the 
duties of his responsibU- office. At bia order the (igute 
of an etepimiit used to be cast in gold every mortal- 
find this he gave aa a gift to the Bralmiins daily. J?or 
this. Knltdiui, the minister, wiw popularlv known bv the 
title of ^GajdAni' or ' the gjver of plep'hnnts.' In hb 
eyes there was no dUtiric-lion lietween the Hindus and 
Miihammadims, There was no onw or spite in his soul 
Every year be performed with irreat the eeremonias 
of Do]—the swinging cer^jmoiiyof KrisJiiin-und the Uur- 
goUiava (the walUkuowii Pujas held in Oelobcr). Husjdee 
these, ho perroriiiod all other oeren.onies mentioned iu the 
Hiodu aimanni., omitting ntoe. lU kept m hla palatial 
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lioiise a coUection of aU kmd? of tLings^ Mome fts 
euriosilieii nnd oibant far luxury or use If any of his 
friends wanted anything fr<KO liiixi offered it with 
siniierw lave to oblige him. It * foreigtiRr beoaino » guest 
at his house, be vras bo^fpitality iU-lf, wiiiie entertaininif 
lilnu And uulU Ihu gue^^t was served he never tnaksl 
a rooniet himaelf, In « waft!, there ww scareely ntmther 
man in the coiini ry os eonscientfons, honest und good 
as KiUidas RajdAiii. 

Bahadur Shaba b>id died without leaving any issue 
after having spent Urge suiua on reiigious piitposea and 
in charity. And on his death, Jaitinddin (.lalaluddin) 
wav installed on the tlxroiie of Qout, and v^ttng IC Blida s 
as Prime Minister was at the heed of tho ndministration 
of Bengal. ^Ll. l-nB.) 

(a) 

JAlAltiddtn hod a daughter named MaminA Kh&tun, 
beautiful a» the moon. Many young princes come 
to Gour seeking her hnnda hnt vhe did not uhwae any of 
them. Si» they w'onl nway disappointed. No young man 
did she Itnd ns accomplished ua eonld wim tier heart. So the 
world lost till it-H charm far her, Now- brethren, nUaw mo 
a little timo to describn her iHnnity. Like a Uviitg ilame in 
a lonely placn, her charms unfolded themselves 
Iwightenlng the Bnltan's hiircm. Her long hair tlowed 
down her waist in profuse curls. Htr face was like the 
moon and her eyes wore lovely as ilmso of a gazelle. The 
fairies, when they Iwlield her, fnlt nshanted of them$Bive!t 
and retidily aiimiued (bslr infei inrity. Vouth had just 
dawned on hirr. With her uttending maids did she 
spend her time ga'Jy tn sweet talks. When she wnlkwi, 
it seumeil thtil a lined af hiviuty IkHVinl 'm Ihv earth. 
Slic iipptiarcd too delieale to Iwvir the hutden nf her 
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growing chnrnin. AU^, irbo b thnt fortunate soul for 
wbotn God hnd created ttiiJS mmdl«‘n, exbjtustiitg all Tfia 
artistic akill I 

Otir dnir she httppunad to jfo to the lialhin^ ghat of 
ttie river^ nurrontideil h> her iioiidejis. Anti there on 
the tray she sai/r KAUdas (ht* miniirtior As aof>n (va she 
law tiitti the surprising Leauty of bis phwn tsaddenwl 
her soul, dhe forgot hertteJf and stood traiisdAetl to the 
SjKii, glaiicing at hie uobk> form. 

From that day she did not relish her daily meals, and 
ihe whok' night she lay an her lied trithuut ek?epiag fnr 
n moment. At Utd she took a despente step. She 
wrote n letter to K&Hdai OajilAni ami handing it over to 
one of her maids iiatd, ^'Go with this to iCalidas 
QajdanL’' The letter ran thus, *' 1 have been year nin g 
for you. From the day 1 lau- you drat, 1 have been 
feeling aa if I should leave my house, kinsmen and all 
and join you. I should like to be your slave though f 
am a princess. I value you, dear lord, as does the 
bUod man hU eyes that be bus regained." 

The maid-servani stJU'ted with the letter and reached 
the place of the luinister. She unloosed it from the 
edge of her s(id< wherein tihe had tied ft, add handed it 
over to him. 

The minister react the letter attentively; a smile 
waa observed on bis llpii as he flulKhef] rondiug; and 
then he returned t« his private chamher and oautionsly 
wrote a reply to this eiTect:— 

“ Eatccmed princess, listen Ui my advice and du not 
take me amiss. I am inderd very sorry for you. You 
oiv u Muhamnutdiui and I am a Hindu. How can there 
be a marriage between us unless wo profess the same 
religion ? By my life, I cannot give up my faith aud 
turn a Aiuhamiiiadan ; your beauty t do greatly admire, 
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bui Uiijj valuablt* thiug 1 shotild aot purchaue nt the 
price of ray religion. Itather should I beg atras from 
door to dour and turn k Fakir, tluin forego toy religion 
by marrying a Muhammadan. Were I bom a Muham¬ 
madan, there could bo notliitig lo. oUstruei our unioa, 
If 1 forego ray ruligion, my ihattron say that I shall 
have to pay iltc pomilty of groat sufTertrigs in mtod 
future lives. *So, do pleast* accept my advice, esteemed 
princesfi, chanso the eoume of your rafud and do not 
enteriaio the sort of feeling ihut you are now in¬ 
dulging in." 

With this Jiitter the niaid-servant returned to the 
pritiocas. (U. 1-66) 


( 3 ) 

When shb read the contents of the letter, the face 
of Mamina EiiAtuu reddened iti huiitilhttcd pride end 
deep shame. She «[)ent her nigbls and days absolutely 
without a wink of sleep in her etes, she did not ea* her 
daily meal, nor drink wator. when thirty, ghe took Che 
silent vow of starving herself to death U> hide her dis¬ 
appointment and shniiie. 

But at a second thought she devised a plan, and 
resolved to desiory tin* mete of Kalidns itj » stratagem. 
She privately called Uif cook of iho niinUter to the 
palace and coni rived tlin following plan : she would 
have meals pmjwred at the pabice nncl trust U to tlm 
Duok The raintster would couditmitly partake of it 
without siupccling auy foul jday if’ the cook could 
suocessfnlly carry out this phn, ho winiJd be mwardL'd 
wiHi the gram of one/#<«« nf Jaiid - Is-sidM a beautiful 
bride would be secureit for him and prorriilDM would bo 
mode for ihe uiaintemiticw gf the CftHjple. so that h* 
would uo longer have to cam his living by jiurving 
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othtin. Th« Offflk wiui at Ihii proapect and 

asstnted to the pjitjcm’e wishM. 

A rich Kalaii wajk prapurod wiib tha meat of goat and 
btjef, A*«™A and tCaptd and Tiirloiis oilier damllet wore 
ulao prepared and ttoot from the piilaue to Ihe minialer’s 
ogok \rho aorred him the meal 4i dinner-timo, The 
cook told Ida mluiater that aunio apeoial preparations 
had been made b; him that day ivJlb great oare. 
Kalidas vroe pleased with whnt he ate and had a pleasant 
sleep iti the night, In the morning the cook appeared 
before his nmsttir and said, " 1 took recourse to a 
atmtagem and made you mt ht»f bat night. You saw 
the Ijeef with your own eyea and ate the forbidden meat. 
I was employwi to adopt thb dcvjtn iti order to desttoj 
your caste and I have aiiccoeded in doing so.’* 

Kot a moment did he carry after tlib short speech 
but lustanity Itolted atvay from the place. (LI. 

( 4 ) 

The minifiter began to lann-nt and suj. " Who is the 
person at whoiu^ instigHtion the fellow dnred tq 
ruin me thus ?" Hu striich bin head with bis hands 
ftnd said again imn again, " Vi'ho is suvifa an enemy of 
tnitie that has thus riiinod ray position in society P” Ho 
bitterly lamented bis fate and Urned luilf-mad with 
grief. Finally ho determined to put an imd U} his life 
and wA j il, " What is iho nso of this uursud life ? When 
my coate is gone, I will tie a halter round roy neck and 
commit suicide''. 

"When the minister in deep attguUh abandoned hb 
home and wandered about in ibc strifets tike s mad 
niB&, the Emperor JaJaluddlji raliHd him to the palace 
privately and tpivi* him siitnu loxt ndviuu He said, 
*' The decreti ol God In iutloinble. is it itol your good 
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hick i\mi you Hnvti turned a Mubammadflu ? ffyou 
hehftfe lihe M mat! man wbat food will you rt*ap fTom 
fiuoh n coune ? Giro up doFipAir and try to cojupo^o 
your^olf. 1 may now caU ym 11 Miikammadnti »s yon 
hjiV0 Urtl your nsUgiun, wby not marry my daughter ? 
^hv h A beoiilifu] girl- I ptopcao that you do niawy 
hoi, You know that I linre no itoit< 80 after ray desili 
ytu will jnlirrit all that 1 have AU my riohea and 
propBrty will yourn- So you ane that you lose 
nnthinif but fnin mueb Irp becominf a Muhaminiuliui.’* 

\\ hr*ii the rainiator haanl tlie^ worda of the Saltan, 
he ihiit thought within himself. *■ Ijidoad, why iihould 
r net like a mad fellow ? Now I Imve practically 
liaconu! n .M ulinminadan being an mitcant. and U b 
not in my power to become a HintJu ofaiu. What 
i» the reawu thal I 6houlii give qp all the good 
pro-peob of ,ny |ifo ? f 

Md accept the propaiat of the Sultan. And then 
in due eounsr when 1 Khali be the Saltan of th» pmrinoe. 
tbero will be nothing to regrei in future/' 

Now hwir mo, juy learned autfienoe, what happened 
next, The name of iLlljdA)^ wait changed into Sulainnu 
Khim. He p..,fortii-d the ‘Jumma- ceremony ai the 
fight of the yiiimg ftioun. The marriage of Suliiraoit 
with MarninA was duly perforiiiHd. Ic wax Miptiloted in 
writing that all th.» property of ihr Sultan wonld, on 
luA ilftaihp prim nn fa 8y)nmnne Sulntj^u 
with this marriago and the pro^pecta that it gave him. 
He lived happily with Maminft lihstuu and In oouwe 
of time had two sons by bar. Oo gavn them the nanio* 
of Dflud Ivhiiii and Isa Klian reapeotivaly. 

For fifteen years auhmnm reigned In Goiir and then 
departed from thi-^ world. Dftnd Khan Biioireedad hfm 
on the throne of Gour find hi gmat prJdo sUfppod paying 
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leTcnii^ to th» Empefir of Delhi. The latter sent cwie 
of bis oflleers to Dftud with a mandate for iroroedbite 
ptijment of binarreew. 

DOud heaped iasuUe oti him and then turned hini 
out of the court. I he nffleet retorued to hie raaetef in 
Delhi and conveyed to him the now? of the treatment 
he bad received from tlie SuJUii o£. Beocol. He added 
in conoludon, Oh my Master, my life waa spared, 
but I wtt» ■£> aeverwly beatea that my limbs seem to have 
been panayt<«d. Sucb nn enemy should at once be 
kUled either in no open Imltlu or by some stratagem." 
The Emperor was grtHitly enraged, and muit au army to 
Geur. A. severe light took pSaoe IjeiweeJi the army of 
Lhe Emperor nud that of Dauil Khan with the result 
that the latter wa* kilied. (LI. I-56.) 

(S) 

isft Khan succeeded him on the throiw of Gour. Ha 
ruled his subjects w ith afieotion and was ever reedy to 
undergo great pt^rsonnl sacrifice for them. After three 
years J sA Khan too slopped paymEr revenuo to the Delhi 
Emperor. The Kmpetor on hearing This, sent five *wA«»is 
of soldiera to Gone with the order '* Get Iflfi Khan up 
here, bound in chains, loroibly or by some slmtagwni.” 
Bhahabaj Khan, the Foujdftr, welbkiinwn for his martial 
sbiUtfes far and near, was placed at the head iif the 
army to iioiiduci tbn expedition. There was noittt in <ha 
cmintrt U» match him In the batlle-fteld. He crushed all 
the enemies of the empire wherev' r they ntuntored strong. 
When such a great champinn appefired In the held, 
lab Khan being well-etjatppod, atotnl facing him with llrm 
lexolve. Irt Khan, the here of * hundred (Igbt, killed 
countless enemiOH and Shahsbaj fought with equal valour. 
In fact, they lookml like H(uitft&n and Hossen, Thu 
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arraj' of lsh& KUflti wa^ eitirpatuil ntwi lie* nlotifi wm 
left in the aelti. At this fTmiis he aaw no other couraa 
left to him lliiwi to retmat from the plnoe. lie orosaed 
caiiais ami rivew anil flwl throuttli iomUs ami dalea 
and thus sarwl himself from the enemj* He reachod 
Chiltagoij^ side. There was Bone Bmonjjst the onfimy 
who had the coutoge or tact to overtake him. tVom 
Chlttiu;oiigf hv CAmo to the oily of Dacoa and spent his 
nights in tlio fonists In course of his flight fiwra 
Chittau^ng he had hroughl some caU vith him. 
He hud nothing with him to feed iheae poor creuturnSi 
In n jungly land he let these cats loose. When they 
pursued some rate, ouriousiy the latter doLsed the cats 
and killed (hem. Isha Khun wondered at this strange 
sigh: and declared that he had never seen rata killing iiate 
unywhurp "■ Here shall I setQo with hajj and baggage. 
Haro 1 shall be ohlo make the Impowible Imppeii, 
I must build my rosidoulial houtw hero in this jungle.** 

In that fowst there dwelt two chiefs named Hum and 
Ijikshmuun. lliey were bmthnrs and belonged to the 
Koiih iribe. In the depth of night, hiding himself in 
darkness, Ishil Khim attacked their pultwe with tlm object 
□I killing the hiothera They hud, however, insen 
appris^.'il of their danger hefomhaud and fled from the 
place in ptvuipitous hnste and were never hoard of in 
that purt of the country ugain. 

Isha Khan had the jimglf cleared and founded a oity 
which he called JangnJ BArf. He prepared plans of u 
palace and other huildings with the help of experts and 
oonstrucled the olty in the mwi approved raethocte of 
that nge. 

Be hud iMsautiful houses raised in the inner compart- 
ment. The roofs were covered with the plclufeaque 
feathfr!< of king-fishers. Each room was furnished with 
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^laas'doors. TbM pillars wora made ef orysfal which 
apnrkled iii ihu rays of tha sua. The cuter bouiMM 
hnd their roefs covered with the mi Ik-white fenthcrfl of 
cranes. The piiluce nma siirmunded by A ditch. The 
audience—Hall a bimfftom with roefe decemt^d with 

peacock-fee there. Ishh K hwn used to held hie durlmr in 
that hall. Many garden-hoti«t^ were built with heautitul 
tonka dug inside them, some at at|u&re ntid uthers of a 
circular ftha|w. Pernierly It wa» jungle infested mth 
tigers imd hears, nuw' it was made a flourisbing city 
retaining [ta old name Tongal Bari, nr the WotHl-land 
Palace. Brilliant and amiling was the uity like the mooni 
having uo place to match it in tlie whoh’ w orld. 

Kntliroued there in his new city, lahA Kban imw set 
his whole heart tn CAteud the juri^dictiuti ol bis kingdom. 
Ho increased Ills army, which now coii.«ieted of innumer- 
atile soldierSi Many forts wort: constructed in vatioum 
centres. The reporE of nil this procedure rfVitcbtiih in 
course of time, the ears of the Emperor nf DiHii who 
sent one of hi« officers in nriler to siirainon TshB Khan to 
Delhi. On receiving the siimmons the Chief of Jangal 
Bari had Uie officer arrested and pliieed a hiutvy Htoiic on 
his hre!u«t. Ho kept him contlned in this condition, in 
his prison. One motiih—two mondiii, the whole year 
paased but the officer never reUimi-d Ui Delhi, The 
Emperor consulted the almanac and fixed an nuspiciouii 
day when he sent an army placing Raja ilansingh at 
the heeul. There was none who could cope with the 
Raja. The ifnetiiies nf the Ertr|ieror he u>ioil hi tlostruy 
with the IMW) with which one enU the iiuftti planT (a 
specioe nf Gsculont roots). 

Thu first iMiUht wiui foiurht at a platv uilli-d JiutH. 
IvhA Khan was made to retire ft)>m Diikai i.(j Sberpur, 
Ha was pursued and pushed his way from filuirpur and 
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toiik hi ihi* fori cif TliHtice he treiit 

*0 Mur^iiinra, Tlm^ iln- chitrf of Aiiiig;h rrioveil from 
fort t^> fort : itiul S^!tPk 7 «^n:;)i piitiiuiid him hU thv while 
ilrivtiig hill] fnmi «Ul Im Hitt ihv 

lUj« ooiilit not nvertfiki? him till lio \\ \\^ tired l>y bi@ 
]}uniult. He took rrcflun«e lo:i lo mloh hold 

of the ^vjtd Imroi lusi ptocre where T^hfi Kliiiii hinl 

hikvn wm thi* fori uf Ej^jitu Siitdur. From here 

he hiwd n rt>|KTl iluM wunry ot piir&uiBg 

hiiUp hod re^iolvell to j^etutn lo Delhi, Uitelit ^hiH ol 
IhtH tieWis l^liA Khoiif with tlin liom^rnlri uf hin «irmyi 
possird ihe tii^Jit in iiik^rriiiieiil lUiJ Now, 

(iKil cou»it[r 4 ieif«d -^Iroii^ iruik whieh lie pliiml ni 

the 5i('Vor:il i:iiTi>woys of the fort of Eynro Siodur* So 
oiiy one ii'lio iillHinpterl Cti cioiie mil iViOiLd lor eau^hl 
111 iHe imp- IvJijti now ?ic?T tin: to the fori. The 

iiimnle.'^ eon 111 iiii lon^r^r ?«kir hat I rind to ir«otipt^ iiittl 
in their iittoinpt^i foniid duMiistfivejj riU^iJi^led n iliiio the 
m^es phie^rtl jil the l>hji Kluin ^ihrired lUe^fnt^? 

of hi?< folUnvei> knil w tbii& musrht lij the Rfljo, The 
til wjitcli Klbiu hod been pul wsi^t tiinv C 4 JLfriod 

to Duilu cm tliH hick of on dephmit. 

Oiii^ djiy—Livti tliiyi*—n wetik : no one took any 

milim' ti( thi! pi'i»onrr. ILi:^ pudiion o'n> l■3cnetiy like 
thjit of n li'm [iillrii into a 5 nare, Xo pn.ipi^r food wait 
^iven tu live ehief \rlio wnllmHl intnit^ly from hauler 
and ihinkt. Mo thiL^ leflected wilhrn btni^if. “If 1 
could hut owctu iiuike my osenpe from here, I wtmkl 
how the Ett^petor reien^ ^n|iremtf in future.” 

One day the Empc^rer AkW ^ritb kL^ vkierit and otW 
courting sil in hi' ^furiinr and cnlled AtiiiiD^iiij^^Ji to hi^ 
prcuietiee. Hr n^ked Lho Hnjn in [;ivi> hiiu a report uf 
Yvnr- ilannineli n ni^ idni^il lit IhU order nml ** AUny 
a liatths I Hive I Oh nioiiiirdu ninny a gri^at 
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wrestler nod sturdy ucildter hnve 1 seen, but I never 
saw ti valorous champion in the field like laltA Klian. I 
think there does not exiet a second hero in your mims, 
pussessud of Huoli superior skill aud valour ae tliis chiol 
Your Majesty luis uruelly deprived him of hie tisuol 
meals and ordinary conifortii of life. Bo hoa been 
sulfiTing grraili'. Such a liandacrne cnati na he 1% he 
now looks emaoiated and pale. If your Majesty would 
place him under an iibligatiou by a show of courtesy 
thriL a Hern rd his merit deserves, he may render 
valuable service to the state in future. If your Majesty 
can siilidtie the enemy by good iretitment, be will be 
eventually won over to your side. It is well-known 
that this IshA Khan is not an ordinary man ; if he can 
make hi^ escape, be may bt? n sourer of trouble to tbe 
Empire in future. It will lie well if your ilajesty talks 
with him face to lace, i amsiire, it will load tua mutual 
titiderstanding, reniovmg all feelings of hostility, 

'I'he Emperor, on henring the words of the Raja, 
himself paid a visit to the prt»oti nitd ^atd to the priimnor, 
** I am very sorry that your dress is no unseemly and 
bail, 1 repent my cruelty townnln yeu, 1 am goiug to 
rclen.'^e you from the prison "— saying so Akliar with bis 
own hands, released the chief. 

The ehiof, regaining fais free<lrirn, fell at the feel of 
the Emperor and heading low nn the {,; round craved 
his Majesty’s forgivoitess. The Emperor was right glad 
at the conduct of the chi<*f and lifting him up from iho 
ground, embraced him, ThvEni|Ki[Dr iheu miide Ishft K haQ 
alt by hia side at the Durb*tr and showeil him groat marka 
of honour before hia courtiersv Bo, moreover, oonferred 
Oil him the title of •* Moshnadali with a nnatt — 
granting him tha ownership of t'l perganos on an annual 
revenue of Be, 10,000. The nameit of the pergenas are 
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M follow—* Sberpur,' ‘ Joyan Sbai,' ■AlftpsiiTieb,' ‘Jwir- 
nai,’ * Nnnhir-u*Jiral,' ' MymenRingL,' ‘ KhaJiijuri,* 

' Gangatnandal/ * Pnitkara,' ’ BaTnidnkbftl,’ ' STamafftani/ 

‘ Barndjikhaljnanra/ ‘ iTuseo salii<* ' Bhawal,* ' ^iabwaivat- 
di,* ‘ Katrar,’ ‘Kurikhai/ ‘ Sinda,* ‘ Hajradi/ • Darjilwizu,' 

• Goair/ ' llu-HenpurJ 

tshA Kbiin Aiarted fur Jnn^ Bari with thi* Emperor's^ 
tamti. Uo luid coTist.ruutid s iibip at Delhi, which wan 
a curiosity, dmwitig admiration from peopio far and 
near. Jt was ian,f>00 rarda in length and 2.(KK) yards 
in breadth and lOO yarrls high. The ship moved 
covering an area of i ndies ia kro^h), hence it inw called 
' Kceha/ 'i'he ship manned by 2,00^1 oarsmen. 

The c^iptain Of the ahip was a maik named Shadtmn, 
an inliabiUnt of a rillage on the hawks of the 
Fadmil. When the oars were plietl hy thtiiisanils nf 
hands, ihu ship flew j^wDtly (ike the wind, U seemed, 
as if it oouhl, if it wbheil, run on dry landt, l«hA 
Khan came on board tiiia ship which wae deoomted 
with flags and eiwipiis and atartrd homewards. The 
Emperor omhraced him before he parted and sent with 
him twelve oQtcere of his oourt to irscort him. tViUi 
the speed of the wind, pushed by sixteen thousand care 
the ship moved an like a bird in the ntr.” In a raotneut 
she poweed many a lake, many a river and many a canal 
and last of all reached the great river PadmK. Down¬ 
stream the ship marched, spreading her saib and in her 
front, lay the dtj of Sripur, where Ecdar Iloy reignod. 
He had hundreds of offiom, courtiers and ministen and 
the people of that country held him in great esteem. Ilia 
wealth was unbounded and his palace abounded with 

* Thi* lilrip (ft ft wfilftnltj bvt tlww <* likiift rabdCnl inrE nK* tnilk bilbi 

Mwt fttviXp IftH* Kku hmd tmJiiy »ii«4n«i#<l ft ff||fMill« Hhm 

U4l kcftftiktitiftd ruftk UfiAJ. 
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irnumciuhle i>errAn(» nnd dpponrtente. Thu city t^miled 
MTitii ft Iwuiilo ttud Uulldioc. A sUircasa roftile of 

M'lihu >luiht d>‘fl{:i’nilml front tht) v)t)' to tha river, ftod 
b«rw mill ilipiii |i('C[nJii fpoui ibu foi’OsURrovtf^ lirJek 1 iou<i4?a 
of vviried iMlour. There woro iimny tlirae-stoTOtred and 
foui'-!i lore veil htJiJiiieii in tljal cltr and as ihe * kosha* of 

F m 

lahk Ktiiirt hy the river, friviHiriMi hy kite outrenta, 

'people si»therw<L (in her Imnks to see U. (U. i-l7d). 

(ft) 

From the ship the .\foebni-cbiof olitterTed afair niuiden 
»piirtltt^ tvitli her oompunioiift on tlio roof of n throe*’ 
storied hitiidiiij;. U nppeftvod that the rbole mansion 
o'ji<i Ui tip by her heauly, I^ba Kliuu iiftd never ^en u 
iriiiidott mi tieftiitifiil ft'i ^hr The ohief Q^ed his gaze at 
her, AWfiiting the pn^ipeci of exctimiging a gbinee. dbe 
WLia playing ** PnliV hiijl ” with her tunid^, Suddenly her 
eyes fell on tile waLers of thn I'jidma where she IwLald 
the hiiudmniie chief gaxitig nb her. Hyes met eyes at an 
auspicious moment, l^ove ihna sprang in both the hearts. 
Four eyes met and tbe aetjiiol ivat fmugbt with impnrlant 
luHtorical devnlopments. Oh rny audience, H^ton to rvbat 
hft|iperied httor on, as the result of this love 

The Tnaideii lUid her com pan tuns tvondeied at the size 
and gntndeur of the ship, nhloU lieemcd tn haire covered 
the whole river n* far as they could w'e, 'rhey all beheld 
ihi.i ship with curious eyes but she cared not to see what 
they so engerly saw, keeping her gaze lizeil on the liand- 
«utne person of the nitisier of the ahtp. As she tiebeld the 
youth, her ey«i were tinged ivitb passion ; she lufitnat a mo¬ 
ment. Iml eiitei'cd her hed-ruarn nitd hastily irrote a letter 
wJiich she put inside ft cork. Theii she went to the Ivitliing 
ghiit. The ship wa* itiourud to llm hank and tliere she 
sported with her tnaids who weri* uever weary of admiring 
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tlie But liwf thlmy sought tho figure of tlta 

m>bl« ohiof, Jtwt, ai that inoniaiit lahfi Kliwi *tooii on 
tiotirU tiia ship itt tb« miil*HtWAm »ni! four Ry«» agftiii m®*- 
Cn^ting her glance at him, ^hi* ttonleil ttw eork in the 
ciirr'JJttt 1'liB chief saw (hat soiitelhiitf; was thrntrn Into 
tliu tiTHT, intHMit for him. The cork, nicatiwhile, catcie 
lloatins^ iiti'at the htjat and he instantly took it up in hia 
hand. He umv drew the li'Her out and bet^ to read it. 
When tl«c miiidou haw tliia. she rutunifid homoward 
with her couj|»M)i(ins. 

Tho oontenta of the letter were a* toUowa :— 

*' Oil stranger, rny heart hue iHUioine tnad for you. 
You saw me when I was bBthin^,—my mind yearns 
for you.—I care imt for my religion or for my society. 
In you ] will find nil that is daiir to me. If you feel any 
compat^ion for inr, hasten to meet me, tr the month of 
Chaitra (April), on Urn eighth day ot the waxlna moon, 
t will come to the landing glml of tlie Fadma for bathing 
agaiu. Come with a strong army on that day w itU your 
ship and carry me by force, Come with a tarse mimher 
of oarsmen, so that the ship may «o with the ntmost 
speed. Betir this in mind that if my brother «vjj overtake 
Ihf sbip, destruction will befnU all of u»." 

The ehinf wont to Jangnl Bftri hut his wIioIh soul 
ywiriieit Towards Sripar. (Lb 1-Sl4), 

iV 

I 111 the nightU day of i hv watting mram in the month 
of (.Ihiiitra, the ohiHf ordered hi# -hip to W roinly. IJ<' tonk 
iietroTi'' iiriny with him itiut started for Sripur, Ilf cn^t 
(mulior fui tliH laiiiliiig glml at Sripur aiul wit on Isjanl LUo 
ship a« lining tho approaoh of the fnir maidflli. She iminu, 
as ex|«cted, for lalbijig, a shurl while after. She too wa« 
lestloBs and wanted to he at ontM‘ united with the youth. 
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Tbs muifU—her coiiipwiinDB, were with her as usnAJ. A 
.t( caiiiva'i wite atretohed rouiul jl piwt of tlis PaitiiiA 
ftud I hereby she spaHoI wilb tier gHy friendfi. Uer heart, 
hfnivvt r. Wits not in the sporr. 6he only tlioughl, liew 
50OIJ sbo would meal the lord uf her heart. The oliiaf 

pertv'iriid » briilianeo ihroviith tlie PudniA', it seamed t<* 

him m*) a ^low of rtre renecietl from the oinras and 
kuew ihni the tiiHideii hiui entered therein. He Jiutped 
out from hi* ebtp and cntehinff held nf Jinr from the nifdal 
of lier atteodin^ mnids, .^.priing on board the stiip am] 
rtt oiiou ottlered a spoetly march homewarda, Tita oanimwo 
jiliiHi the idiip with /ill Uieir might and it tlew iika a hiril 
QU thi* tiir. 

The miiss/ige m once ritnched Kodnr lt«y, whose sister 
urn Kiian bad thu* carried otf. With hund«id boats, each 
carrying a strong iirmy, he pursued tlm eimrny Hut the 
ATosA/i of thw Khan went with a speed, « bmh ooulii oniv be 
cornpanjd with that of a bird, and the liaja couid ’not 
oreruki- ilu- aluluctor of his sister. HU bnats remauuKt 
two milt's behind the Koaha ” of the Mosimn Chief. In 
ifrmt itw|nir In? eullcd aloud b, I^hd KImn and eiolafiried, 

** What city U Iher^ that will give you aJjrUer, pruleotini' 
ymt from my wcaih ultur sut-li an jnsiiJt riorie to nty 
family ? [f but rmce I cuii uttcli hold of you t ivU) 
kick your head om and UumiUite ymj Ulce a sJuvo; 
whether you Jiidw youmolf in the depth of water or 
in ibt' nir. t will one day milob yon Keen if I 
miiiml tif) ao, my wrath will He- risitetl mi yoor ^ons ; 
sntlml any how I must hai u full njialtHiiou for thb 
wrousi;, r take thi-p Htdemii oath in thp name of God," 
With this throat tlm Raja trneed bin way liack to Sripur 
amt hliA Khan with Jiw ptwckiiia luwty -iafeiy lauded at 
pfarigai JtAri, A shnri Utno after, be tmu'Hi'd her. Her 
Hindu name 3ubhodrt was diniigod bio Syamat Jin, and 


I8HA KliAH MASIDMaDALI 3*3 

tho 1*acame i^reiitly atiiKihed tn hor. So 

vras thoif lorit that thwy remaiinMl together ni^bt 
and ckj.' miil iiovar ^punited from onu another. Three 
years afterp she gave birth to a «>a. In the lap of the 
mother, the baby looked bright as t)>e moon, [t was » 
thing so btisuliful, that words fail to give an idea of iia 
eharmiog appearancr. The baby filled ita mother'* heart 
vrith nltecljon and they gave him the name of Adam Khan 
Maabnai! All Three years pftaw*d and anotber mu was 
hort) to [«ha Khan. He was as hi^autirulss Adam and they 
gave him the name of Birfm. Xow listen, oli niy audienoe, 
to what happened uevtv (LI. 1-S8.) 

( 9 ) 

When Adam reached Ids fit lee uth yrar, lahn Khan 
3I.'whnnd Alt jiitssed ansy if'iiii iliis -'irth, Tbi* world 
b ft vain ahovr, rny brethmn, - n'lne is ono'* own on 
this temporary stage. N'o urn* will itftval with you 
to that unknown region,—I (e I bo perrfon your wife, 
or son, t>p your own famther. They s'lll riMidlly take 
ft shars of your eaminits and enjoy, but none i* there 
who will 1)0 your (ullow.trnvoUur in tin? path of 
eternity. So all is vanity and one !>*wn must inevitably 
be a prey to death. 

”ALis who could fill up the gup ereatflU by the 
death of If^ba Khan ftt Janfinllxan ?" Ernryhody who 
bwiirtl the news of bii dualh, sskod this quustion tu 
bimiftlf. And the news waa heard by the penpb of 
the neighbouring itouniries. tn course of timo itaja 
Kedar B*-y also beard thi-report of Isba tv Ilaii'i* death. 
This wicked man thought it Ui bo an opponuito »nt>moiit. 
Ho mode fourteen of hi* boat*equipped pleasupo-boaui 
laden with swcoU and dalicacies nod led them to 
Jangalbori. Ho w*miI direct to the palace of Isha Kbim 
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3tid puitl B visit to hii sistor^ ITLio wjdoiFfrd outer was 
oTerji/y*ja thfi vinit of Iihv hwther and gave him 
rt warm wulcOTnc. They sat tofierliijr md pa^ wiin© 
lioure in pluautit oQMVtirsMtiiin The Raja, in oouree 
of hi* talk, aitid to lila sist«r, Ob tny iloar distor, yon 
have hutiri very happy, though you gave up yonr caste, 
hha Khftri wuh eertrtJnJy a more prospermia man than 
myaiilf. You me beshtos Jmppy in your two soo», I lun 
fight glad to awe i,hi)nj 1 bad a great miod to see Uha 
Khan up Imre, but it was not my good fortune to 
fuRU that wi^h 1 M:i? exiromtily tunry to hear the 
tiBwa of iti-'i dejith. (iod hris granW me two daughteie. 
1 dll tnji ilnd jfViiTalile hride-gtomns for them. 1 am 
much warrsed over the questicin ot their marriage. Your 
house is oenaiiily e nohle one. and I have wmo here 
with great expectarion. 1 am guite willhig to marry 
my daughters to my two oopliews, If you would agr^e 
to this matoh. 1 may, in that ease, take my ueplmwi 
over to Sfipwf for performing the marriage ceremonies. 

Whal do you my dear sister, to this proposal of 
mine?" 

The sifltuf liegan to tremble in fear as she heard 
the words of her brother. 

"My brother," *hr thoughl, “has com© here (o ruin 
me. Ilti. heart h still beating with u spirit of tevange 
and he Ima comn with tlie tibjeiil of retaliating the wrong 
done u. my fetlier’s timily. He i* trying by hhi artful 
word# m will mv heart : he will «ioHlice roy mob at 
the altar of Goddeaii Krttl. That e&BUredly is Itis objeot. 
The two hirda of my *iffBclimmto hear I, to te«r 

off front me." She whs seized wiili great fear an4 
thought within herself ju* to what memiB nbe should 
adopt to lare the children at ihia crisis. Bui she hid 
her fears and said, 1 bos no objection, dear brothort 
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i« tl)i» [irvi}Kiflett miitcli. Hut jjaw, bejn^ Jt itjadii, cjiu 
jou think oF inniTTirif; tout tci nrph^frR 

The Hajii sAid hi wply. *' Amon^t MtihnmmiiiJaJis. thute 
t!An t» no olijociinti lo mfiTTTin|^cmiMjni:<. i fmn* ^ 
no ohji-'^Uoii on jour 'ind I wJU mnko mnlbars 

amootli A.H Ttr ith fvnnrr t^uftr^ninl, Don't ijhttirtntn iiny 
douhi on Him poiiiL*' 

Tiioj) fit thin critiisal pointy ihn w<i*t her nit's 
end to duvitts n jiltin tm to hou' to nd of thM onetny 
of ft tindhvr, and fkloirly coUrolini^ linrrwlf. 'dioMiiil, " You 
jirojione that ttiv ninri'iri^e should <nku plmu your 
hotiiio^ but that it* not llir outtoin n lih Him fuiitily- \iy notMi 
cannot go to your hcuisu btffnre inurri'u;*?. trhieh is to he 
ctdehrntwl h«re,’* The Kuja luiid in jupiy, “My m<itUt>r, 
dtMtr sUtor, wnntA te «;*? y..uT aons. 'llu'y nte her gmod- 
clilldrcu. 1 have uu ebjeotion to tbo rujirrin^’ bolng 
celebrated in your polncc, but before the Tniirriugi* takes 
plueo^ it IS my mother's widt that '•ho should see your sous. 
H»r lieroAfiHl *uml will dmir » irrwiil t'oikv^tution from 
seeing the faces of the lovely Imys/' 

The sister, ufCrr a nioiiirnt's jiJiuw, replied, “ I feel, 
oh dear brother, the piuiienTiinont or some evil in sonrUng 
my fuuifi tr> your puljunt, ALy heart thiolis at I lie tliuuifhl 
of flume eril ivhieh I cannot fully nsprt’ss, but which, 
ttiy mitid tolls me, inoy luippen if they Jmre nra allowed 
to this oitr." (Id l-7n ) 

(» ) 

The UaJu iitiderstoal his Meter’s miitd and taking 
leave uF her cuiue (( his Imat. n« ii<ivi thmijht about 
Litis miitrer and stud invitation'leUnrs fnr dtimur oMils 
liont to nit pt‘it)de of dori^^iltiitri, hlg:1i and Ion. The 
ministur, the htcli ofrirtub, tfiu hind-hotdiTfl, ihu ciiirtfiiii, 
the army ami tlia fom* wore ilJ ioritvd, Tlir 

^reat woiriur KririTiuilIn trtu* olso iiiimti:; tbuin. 'i’he 
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two aepbawH of‘course go( thu tuoftt oordinl and special 
invitation. 

They all toot their ropqat aud returiMid home after 
diniu?r. The wicki’d Kcdar lloj *at with his tiephews 
in tlie boat nnil had a pleasani convemtioiL They were 
cbartiiH witJi tlie affectioiinte conduct of their uacle 
HNil faruot tile hour when they should have retutned 
Eti ibi'ir pttljicfi, lirenin^ [Misled away, even 
then the eonTcrMttion Iwlneon the uncle and ilitt 
nephews did not ceasu, it waii now 10 r,M. 
i'he n^phi’^ViS hccamfi anximis to fottim home The 
wickoi! Kiidur Liny said. ** fi t* tiol 4 strancor to wlicni 
you hriv** tfdiiii* ! Why are ynu feejini* restte^ ^ Am 
i nut yonr nuarest reUiire ‘f T)n you r^'nlJy taJew 

mo for n ilruniji-r? tVhut h.irni if you one nii^hl 
with your unole he •iiixiouiic^ lads, reuiain here 

iliis nifjlit, In til" uiurnitii; you will ratum to your 
palace." Tli"y u’ere ■'■h irmcfl «‘Uh the show of affiuition 
frorn their uiicht anri ^Lept. uii l|u.> Imiti after a iivelv 
coiivursatioiu W hen they hud (alien into a deep sleep at 
niidoiifht, ihu Cuptam siTilcd the hmtd humewnrd under 
the Ilaia’'- iirtlent. Tiip saik were ati unfurled and aided 
by Ihi* fitvourahlo wirn) and skill of oarrmeti, the Uoitls 
iravolliHl in d *iny whti fti ordinary coitrsc it would tnk n 
thrive Jay* tn (rtivdl. lU l-H'i.) 

{ lU ; 

lit the )tic;rijin>4 th-i two Ipfottiers Adniu and ihiiHiii 

rustf (ram ibntr Mlecj;. nnd Kshud Llnrir itnule fUi tn whitru 

Iho bniOe weru U'duj,*, " Why iml, .ih uncle, land ui* 
hero sc tliAl wn may pu a»d njcct our rnoihitr. Sho U 
no doubt very anxious (or ns," Ihe Jiaja mid that the 
palace of the hroihuni whore their mother lived was mA 
far off. They would very soon reach it. Under such 
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pretexts he took iliein to Sri pur ^liic^h they reached m 
I-WD And linlf dnyu. *Vlw bid Anchor at th«i landing 
gim* of the Piudoi^ where ih© city of the Eaja stood, 
[nimvdiately l>j im orders I hr lirothRn wvwe pu t under 
uhains. They were imjirboned m h dark toom^ 
and the Kaje In the prtiience uf hia uflicers 
abiisi^ rhe hrothi'pi in the fllthisiii language 
referring lo I heir p.^rrutit, " Ymi Imye came here to 
marn nvy duughterjc. 1 will -sliew yon what M^rt of 
marriage I m nun I staying he ordered I he hrot hen 
to he bid down whh nMtone wejghiiigiO Lt^s. on the hrea»t 
of each. They bej^aii to cry "Allidi, Allnh" in great distre^ 
Tht'ir lamertli would niHlt a ^one. *Mf our mother get 
tbenowflof Ebiji/''-they i^id wecpiikg, ** alie will db of grief. 
-ire are like tiie two rihiii^ of her liearL. Tlew ran ihe for 
one innmeul feeJ a of relii-f na our father h dead 

and shehan none to wil her on iiexcifpt aurnebe*/' They 
almcMt fainted cry in cr hetphw^sly. A lass.'' they mk\^ who 
ts here to feel eompnjininn Toi^ us ? If Kroiher Karirnulla 
would have h^n hem. with hntrtt ciuli, he would 
pursue our wickini utielu Jinti i^end iiim to thu region of 
death. Oh God how cruet is thy decree { we are going 
to die hem in thh utterly holph*i*ii manacr I ** 

Now, ray audience, for t% niomerit Let me Jcato the 
topic of Sri pur cmd revert to au account of the events 
that took place at Jangnlhart. 1'he invited guests, one 
hy ono, returned lo thoir liouiu, Niainat Jan, the mother 
of ihe princes, anxiou?-1j awaiterl iUeit return in her 
bed^cbamtier. But tlm nigtir passed and Jt was dawu 
when still the lacis did nn( rohim. Dor mul, as ft 
were^ left the body hi great fear. Where have my two 
fioiis gone She thought ** Sumly Kedar Hoy has done 
some mtschief/* Sbi called the irmat warrior KarimuUa 
to her presence and told him that her sona had not 
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r«tuniixi after the dinner given bj her hrotben Knriui- 
uHa became anxious nt I hi’ nuw:^ ; he ordered h slave to 
go to the rivor-ghst and bring infurmatmn to whj 
they did noi return in the night. The skva went und 
found mmo on the riverolmnk, — tbu flnjiln iln’re were 
deserted and there was no humiui being to l]e seen, 'fhe 
prinens were not ttmre nor was there any ttnr* of KedHi- 
Roy and hia foiirttieii lioats When this news reached 
Nintimt Jan, she bitterly lamonteil and wavnlnioat mod with 
grief. Unitble to boar the Lamfintutions of the bereaved 
molber, ICiirimu-lla runri'd like a bnii and said, ” T)o not 
cry, till vciietiiblH Indy, remove all griof from yonr hflart, 

1 lake the vitw i>f bringing to you I he diM^pLtntod biwd 
of Kediir Roy. I will resbire yonr sons In you, Uo not 
weep, [ tiikr the ii*)b'mn tow, that so loirg I L'onnoi. bring 
tjack the pririci^, I will not return tfi the pilnoe.'' 

This i# the sjTi'iit wrirrior Kanmulln, No nne ever 

beard tlml lu* Inul bwn d ’ftmlj?!! -mvwbere in but Irnttle, 

■■ * 

If a thousand men ottaoked linn, jill togcihof, with 
stroketi of bis luige oltib he would sund thuin alt to tbe 
regiemh of the dniut. Efl« ^tnluve was tall os jt woe hiaavy. 
no that be looked likeatiillock ; tiLj colour deep blauk 
and flaslijwi like embers of Hr*? rmannted from his 
oyes. when he got angry ; his llmlia wore like 
the trunks of a dg treuT on hi* shoulders he bore a 
oluh, twenty maunde in weight, With tliat club thrown 
over h» right slioulder, the warrior marched in great 
liaete. " WbcreTvr I shall tind that wicked Kedar Hoy, 
1 will crush him to death like n lly by a stroke of this 
olub’*—^thuB did he muon within himself, as he proceeded 
on. In three days he reachod the city ofSripur Wbi-n he 
heard about the sorrowful condition of tba two princes, be 
turned as one mad. He began to kill and uoaault anv one 
and every one whom he met. Keder Ibiy heard this and 
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twcame very sorry itittiedest^ruciiuii of his people by tbe mad 
giaiii. H« ordered hib army (o captojn him. Tbo whole 
Army nufTOiitided one ru&n. lie beKan to beet and lusAtilt 
them as beM. a» lie eould—but bow conld lie continue such 
an uneqmii Alnigi^le for long ? WUcJi iie found Itimwlf 
quite UeipleSH, be liestily fled away to save hb life. He 
(»mu mnning to the tnndtug gtini of Uie PndmA but wha 
pufjtued by Kedur Hoy's Army. He plunged hiituielf into 
the wntors. ITao river wos full, but he swam soroee under 
the A'ntere rabing bis heud only tbrice over the river 
to dmw hb breath. He thus cro<«ed the PtMlmll uniteeo 
by oiJiors. They aU concluded ihet he must hnve been 
AWallcwed l>y o crocodile. The anriy returned fraiii the 
river-ghat. 

On th<‘ other bnnh of the river lived h Imatman tminod 
Sndtuui. In tlip depth of night KiiriinuiU cnlled him cut 
Hiul gave full Hcc4mnt of himHelf. Heeriiig all from the 
lirgitintn^ to the end, the boAtiBAn fed the ivamcr 
sutuptuouitiy. Cbo menu coiisiated of oin* iiiAutid of rAtra, 
llftoen swrsof sugar, two maunds of curd, with one fitter 
of lialt. He HthauAted lUl this and Sodhan with ills ftwifl 
fitttung biwt, led {CurimullA through the PsdmA to Jungal- 
biui n-htch they renched in a rloy. Having eotno bi tch to 
his city Karimullu took the whidearmt of the pEtlaoc on 
the Ko¥Jm and started for Sripur. It rtew like a bird 
helped by Uic wind. 

Now, let us resume our story of Hripur. The two 
daugiiters of Kodar Roy came to know that their cousins 
of JangsIlHri had been brought Ihertt on tbo false pretoit 
of marriage with themselves. They put their two heads 
Ingutber and discussed the iiiattur fully, "These princes," 
they said/’ have been given hopes of getting us for their 
wives. Now it heiioves us to ticcupl them ns hushonda. 
Ab our father hoH pledged bis word, if we do not heoome 
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their wireji, ill will it faro with our parent in the next 
world. It i» our duty to wve those youth# from danger. 
My parents may dc thinirs on the impulse of a»i|fer, hut 
we should tahe a quiol vien' of tnntters and try our best 
to halp the prino-)." Thoy took rice ami otlmr food 
in golden plates and, vrlifu the ni^tht ^^its adrancod, pid 
a visit U> then in tlie pri^oii. 'riiey said with great 
tendernefla, **Oiir ralliei has lirniisht you here on the 
pretext of giving ns in marriage lo you. You wore, no 
dould, pEoaswl at the pi'Oposjil ami haifo coma liere joyfuliy. 
How happy wouM it In* also for u» to get you as our hue* 
Imuda. M’e will try our best to please yon by our whole- 
hearted, and life-iong devotion. It does not matter what 
my father will do. IVay. do not take us for your eiwmiw, 
Whether you marry us or not depends on your will; as for 
us, we assure you. even though onu shoiddcut Our throots, 
we would not agr-m to seek our In iileerooniB elscwher©. 

have eleoted you aa our lord* and for your 
sake, dear ones, we are here, prepared to iiivo up our 
parents.*^ 

On hBaring Iht’' Adam replit^d, " M'e will not marry 
you stealthily, so pleuiie go hmk homo. We give you 
words, we will marry you .op nI t, if Providence grants 
the day for it. We will Uku meals prepred by 
you—hut not to-day. Take luick the plates full of 
rice, II God be willing, you will serve u* meals in our 
palace, and we will gladly prtake of the imiidb oti 
some future day," 

Thfl girls were sad at heart at the words uf the 
brothers and returned t»> the Inoor compartments of the 
place, in a dejected spirit. This evoiit was like a great 
Are that overtook the Sripur placuthat day and it was not 
extinitguisbed till it burnt all happiness of the house, not 
epering the life of Kedar Koy himself. (Ll. 1-150.} 
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On tlie tenthday, tho ' Kjs!ia ' led by KarimnlU 
reached Srlpur, He ]n11dl^d therti tviHi hi'. i\rmy. They 
raised iba cry ‘ fclll,' utt-veked Lbe palace, 

Kedar IU>y perwiifed that it w mild tjt impeasibb to muke 
a tuucttssful Ntand (he vast numliMr enetnivs 

nasembied there. Findlii!* Uimaajf bdplihia lie ordered the 
princo« to be t.ikm to tha tctnplu of tCafi for sacrillee. 
Some suldiers riavtily took them there at the tljijaS order. 
The (laughters of Kedar Itoy heard the iievr* froto ihoir 
inner aparimenta and made oOisstaiit enqiiirfea aa to what 
ivA* Imppeitinif hut could tioi obtain nny furliier oews. 
They liwCfime maddened with grief. Each of the priuce«e« 
took a aword in her bani! and paid a visit to the temple, 
t'liey aaiv the young lads tied fo the altar—and a men 
whetting Ida weapon to give the tinnl stroke. One of 
the girls forthwith ran and with a stroke of hep uttord 
killed tbe mnn, Th.y did not atop there, but killed 
auijlhitr servant of the temple, eo that all the people Sad 
from ihere They thus wvtd ihe life of thw brntbem. 
and Hlood ill tho grtte-iray prady with their eworda. 
Whoever tried to enter tho gain wUh ih« object of 
saariSeing the priucea at the altar, wha killed h\ the 
sistcra in the sarae way. The army of JangnlUari irt the 
meantimQ nurrrjtinded tho city of Sripnr and wt firp to 
the hnoseA of the citizeos. The golden city was drslroved 
in thia way. ^loji and women fled in alt dii-eetiona in 
precipitous haste, and many were kitliHl. 

And now hear what happned to Ihi* wickiHl Kedof 
Roy nest. He flrd with hU life, and Karimulla with 
bU utwoat vigilance could not llud out tlie pUce where 
he had iiiddrn himself. Thii warrior rcsotred to kilt him, 
** for/’ be ihoughi. If lie be spared, he may form some 
46 
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plot in futurp to pndnnfier vij^ all, 1 wiU k(1] him 
whorp^rr he mny hrWP Iijililen Uimseir, nnd I will not 
return hnma until T have tnken hia life/' 

Kow Ibe diiughtern of Kedar Uoj with the prineesi 
cama wherv Ktirimiilln irns; nml ntl uera highly 
rojoioed at i.ljn aight. Thn iLuiglifers *aid, **It will not 
1» aafa. Oli Karim, to Hfuire the anemt. Rri‘n if htt lia 
a aaini he mtiEt ho kLlkd. If lio Im ^purcil nano af lu 
will hfl unfa. Wh knmv whrro he ia Wt* will giro you 
tbo Lifonniition, You are to go thrrs and kill him irith 
your own hands. When iitmuki'd iiy llic uncniT, ho 
seldom etays at palace. In the forostii of Aeua. 

there is a nice building untler-groutid, Tlte surface ol 
it ia oorereJ by a tbtck jiinglu; it ia eonneclcd With the 
rirer by a luniiel aud thither doen he retire nl Ibe hour of 
danger, TJi« hcuso Inis nine gtUe'Woya and a big 
hall, and ihore he reposes on a couch. Kariiu was right 
glad at the news and fortliwlth went Ur meet the enemy, 
Asua was five itashi* from Sripup. The place was 
QOTered with an amiuo of tLimariod trees. On the 
Boutliem side of she foresL KarimiiUa discovered the 
mouth of iho tunnel aiul strtighhviiy he etilorcd U and 
found Dine pa(r*way» w hich lio rf&>srd one by one rill 
be reached tha Raja's hall wheru he ivas found sleeping 
with a feeling of nluo,uii; eeourlly. KarlmulU, as soon 
aa he saw him, roared like n lion. TItu Rnjji's sleep was 
gone and he held fast a sword that lay tic,ir him. But 
before ho could aim n strrtke with it, Kaiimulla sraushod 
hLs head with the hugo club ilia( ho carried with him. 
Then with the sword he cut oS his lieadi and carrying 
it in his hand, tamo buck tti Sripur, Hu army greatly 
ri-joiced at this vii-torj-. Karimulhi neat started for 
Jaiigalbari and arriving ihrrc, made ptejnimlioas for tlio 
marriage of the Uruihttie, The Uloulvi of the Court 
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nn mis pic ions rt:iy during tho p<»rioil of the 
monn. Tim dly ol' J^iit^alli.'iTi irnih (n^Liutirnilv ttf^cor?itf^i 
nml it Slid lest tiko ii ^coimct ticavoo^ B4>ii6raA wem 

Hi;Ilt«i] njid trims w^tih IkiJd. ’rbotJMtidfl of rtL^imotabW 
mnt milled. i>h tile infijtirt^n dny* tb(? mid 

liridf-irroouiA woi-l* bridal ei^Utnii^ niicl onirimt^iiLii ttfter 
liiith. 'rbo liriil^M viutv ipiT^Hoiifc ^<1^/1# brciught from 

Ptirulm Their ivna m rich rtinl uniaetmrtii «o 
flit tliiH even the fairirA eiHtli] iioi copi^ with ilmm, 
Adam mid Ttiirjim Witre ViliiiLlitii atiij 

rr%]>\ tirnii^ht trniii Vr%1jin Timir were micle HE 

Peniin. Kasruri^ kiiriikuiii, UEritr and other perfiimrj^ 
wore Kprinkliii] iner flirir prwm^*. Wisen iifter robing, 
they met fhelr cons^irt'. tlie n holo fity, n# k were^ 
Ahntiu with theJr in*yi Xtnv c^mm t.lii? pleader 
anti 7isked the dpiiii^Iiters if they ivillm^jy chose Adam 
and Ha I mm Uii^ir hrUlo-gromna, Tin* priner^n 
oil to rlie inurririKe. Tlimi AiJani mid Ihuram itsM> HCTeed 
10 it. 'rtiiiit tVn« nieiiiornlily msirrii^e eurtie loan mii and 
a great foDotred ivorlhv of the004^1011, (LL t- 104 .) 











Another Short History of Isha Khan. 

Thf) IKitmiiJi of Jiiri^^illmri lisiti it liHtOTiO'.il nccoiint 
of their fomily nriUeo liy eQinii(jr.int p«nionii, whJoh aths. 
■<onit* y&int njo [iu{jEi4>K)i from Thw 

muteriab of Ihisi, hwtory (vmi cuUecird front iht* piiperu 
preswfvt'd iti tlio 'ircUiift« of ihu D^-'W tn fiimiir iiiitl weir 
.ilso drit^rn fmtly from the Aini-Aklutn, the? Aklmmnmii, 
Syur-uihMiUiikb^ rin, iVluiuni uiid llin hl^toric iJ 
trhlteit hy AlHr^ltiunit •mil other lilui'ojMniii ti'rttttr«i A 
liir'^K tiiA<^:4 uf miiltirijll nl^o eoiJuctt-d from ihe imtLi- 
tiiiti'> E‘nri in tile L^oiinlry mid the t-oniiiilerit I heir 
diflcmtloii it) do.iIiii£; with prfjiultir vonions of the 
accoiintt tif Un*-tdiitini>;iriitiriii of the [>etr:tti-v, hy rejitel* 
ia^ iiiioh elemeeu In them nit irero uiirnixttrorihr or 
cotitd tint In? Miil»1.iiiti:iteil hv other evidenreft. 'nii>t 
iroatixn i*, hy no tiiemis, to lietnilk’d o pot feet or cotnplotn 
one 0 % lh«‘iri’iten could mit I'ly IndiJ itpoii tin' noeeatry 
nnd other ji'ii thniliiT^ nliont n onnsiiteruhle numlHT of 
fttuillii'fl n ho-’•till livo In MyraeilviA^h niid cjiU thvnrndvd 
acfnnii nf the Ih'tvmi fnmily, 1'he timiii dimenlty qriiuni 
from Urn ftiet tiiM aluit;? ti-itli (lin t^ntuino Uiowitjt 

himillrfi. iimumM^t* laniilh’* hnup r>’imi^nUnl 

Donun'^ lilt n'hnei Chliliii !'• leqileOiaet ttln> nf n. 
itoohtiul cluniMrr. SlfUte yf the old uned to 

nil (hmr liAieni'. riih fiiir-hiokiii:" llinihi ivomeo CArried 
hr forcr I'he fihlldnMi litirii of IIIm*-' nroiimn wpi**? 
railed DeHitn-* liy omirti*Hi.\ And in runny i»eeii they 
nlim inhnnleil ^omi- i»p«*ji“rty of Ihe n<'nqn<i 

The hwtoriejil l:h!ntHe rpferTi*iI to nliore Wiis andar' 
tolcm, Bl the iiwt,ince of Dr. -Tomes W 7 «e, late CItil 
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Surgeon of h,v Dtiwaii SoV'ifiiJdJ KHati. Tile DtitFiin 

iippmuLt'd Iiifl cliiitf otTi^ijf Matishi Itaj ChuidrJi flhoso 
Lt oolWiit mfofiaiHfHt for t!i» piirprua H>> rt'A-i liulpjl 
b/ LUs Miili i nmvl tiin^ flw iboa m im^ar nf the Side 
of ULiiiijtm'fii' ia coILkIUii; uiityrUU, Rut 

D.'Wwri SoViiiiiHlAd KbAn lirtd lUeil n abort whili? Afler, tho 
unitkin;' e'nild nut ptociK’d imd ittpjjli' I foi' aomo 
time. Hut iuckily Demaii AjlmilAd KbAn, iha bMHiurof 
the deoyHwil DsW iiL bimsuit in tha work Anti 

oncoura^Hil Jfunsbj KaJ ChAwdrn Qb lar' in ruAumiii" hh 
tn&k. Thl* gentleman in od-opomtinn with one KrilU 
kmimr Clmkmvurtr, the then lla id ibtndU of iliu Jangnl- 
lx*ri Sobocil. compited tlin hislorit.it trentise tradng tt 
from tbo founder of tlio fnmili', Tii« Iltmd Pundit Iiad 
Uired in that part of tbn country for twenty-one years 
and succeeded in coUeatiiiij u Urge amount of liisturioal 
ttiformation from Turioas sourcos. The hi’rtnry of tho 
Dowart family covers a pjriod uf nearly four butidred 
venrs and ne no aystomatio account wici prcuervcil uf 
them, the at)thors ofteo found historical informvtioa 
scanty and bad to depjad mi traditions current in tbs 
coiintryslili' i'h*r glully wait for getting an 

opparUinity t > obtain riillur mifcAmls: but the pri«.si<i!j 
request'* from Mr. L>wes. Commis'iioneT of the tUim 
Division, and Mr. B- C. Dull, Uigistrato of ilyniBdsmgb, 
mndo it necessary to pnbiisH the bistury liurriilly iitid in 

a somewhat imperfisjt ahjt{ie. 

This hook is divided into elevi}!! chapter*, TTnfnrtu^ 
nately, owing bo the whims <if one nf tlm Dewnns, many 
impOTtaiil documents uf tlm family were dndrnyeJ. 
Dewan iliibst Kh.ui, fuurili in descent from Isliri Bhnn. 
sepanilnd himself from ibt- to iiii family Lptuidi'd *i 
town c-illffll TLiibatuag,v, 'i* niili*s tn tin- west of JaugiU- 
luiri. Dhuau Shiiha Neoai, who wiw llftb in dmcom fro n 
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Bsiluit iiini di(Mi tn l2ii7 B. E-, t« •‘tttd to hjiv# 
(Innn :i VKff qmfcr jm 4 vJiUn^cul lbio* 4 , li. fo shL! (Ii:it 
he, o|>niii"(J oiiw liiij, fiTi nirt chsiit tlie Smtttdrt* 

to l ilt' ritiiilly bv tbo DhIIji iSniporor* and some 
oth«i' raiiiiibli! Stat'J-pap^r+ and 1 «Hbm. Ijookiai^ al tlirMi 
J)4<i uxol ilrntnl, " W'tt irH tig iortgtir n'hiil W<: Wt'Piv ThtfSa 
only sorVr lo mnkt) u-s And he threw tbeni 

inlo lUu ^orAhijidiia. 

1 f;ive Imlnw t% ahort nurniunry oE thv history of the 
Deivaii fjtmily as ^IvBii Iti the treatise. 

Hit* Krutleni pnrtof Mynmn^gH is popularly known na 
BHlb:itQHf;Ar>Jiti3;;ntlnirb I'his iiidtidos, iimongat othen, 
the Pcr§ana» uf Knjriuli, iluMiti Habh lunl Nnahir^u* 
jiral. Jangallmri proper, the »lie of iho Dewana, 
wa« orUinaily ouiiipna^d within the villngn Kiidir* 
pitkitnl nod oovtimd a apnc<? of 50 bigliua only, Tbn 
people of the mirrountilni' TiUajCfl, however, to the 
extent ot bundr'nl miks on all atdea, still cnU tlirni* 
anlTHS, when they ether nuumries, an iDliabitaniii 

of Jnn^Hiori.'' 

There are two porU in tblB part of too country, p«;, 
Kiehoreganj and Karim^nj, From these ports tit-e 
erportod every ye^w a large quantity of very fine species 
of ricot jote, sugar, clariAed hatter, tnats and 

other ariLoles to N'nrnyututatij, Dacca and other weatern 
districts. This country po»ducc* fme clntbi's of a variety 
of lesturcs luanafncturwi at Slwrfiitali, Janjjnlhhnsa 
Siilman, ami Ahfunguiij. ttalf a oaotury ai,ro, Jan-ol- 
Uri was in utter dnrknesa.-'istioranco and 9U}ier«tition 
reigaittg supretnn In (t. dljorily afwr the creation of 
KUhore!^aftj ai a Sub'divwionfll beadquartera, a middle 
vortiaciilar tobool wo" rstaiiliiihed there mainly tbroogb 
ihfl eiforts of »Abu NandaUI Hw. Munaiff, and was 
callisl Uiribanftftar Minor iicbool. The ctuUliabment of 
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A firAhTDo SAiDftj WAS I he next rtep tovrarOs tlie advaaceo 
meat of the |)eopIe and the late ilhMtriotis Deputy 
Ma^T.’^tTote Rai Khih Hankar Sen ItAhadiir toolc a lively 
interest ia tlie eaiue of looal eilucaiion and lietpcd io 
the foundation of other schools. 'I'hero aie two t])^li 
sehooli), one at if.-uhatni^ur and atiOtlier At l}:i]t|par: 
ten ur twrlw* middle vu matin Ur scJu)^>):i have sttico come 
intu exUtcncv at .Tmii^alUiri and nvighbouria" villaf'na. 

.Ifttgrtadati. 

Kulidae Sioitb O'ljdAni, a K^halrtya by cuAto, liecstme 
convert to Islatti and uiuntfluii thn title of Soleniun Khan, 
The family ori^jtially came fmrn a place called SjibtiunTa 
in Oudli. Dvrorc ho liocamc the Sultan of Bengal be 
-iriis an orthodox Hindu ami used lo give au'ay » gvitden 
elcpliani to lUo Itraliniins every day. KftH dft* thm 
earned the name of GujdAnt—the (river of clcphaula, 
EfilitiJla w'oa the Prime Minbb'r of BdliAdur Shttli, the 
ruler of IteDgwl wbn died in 1570 A.B. lib youncer 
brother, Jalaluddio (po|mUrly c-tlled Jatnuddin)| fiuc- 
oeeded liim. He had tbreo daughters and a little son. 
The eldest of these djiniThters was me riled to fived 
llirAbim oi-oleliuA and ihe secotnl to the illuetrious (?) 
KA!&pAhdr. 

Syed IbrAMra was known for bis litgb cbarncter and 
pietj and Kitlidito Gnjdiini often iJlt;ousHcd rellg.ious 
matters with him. lie was crodnally convinced of the 
superiority of Islam and flnnlly cavo up hfj faith lu 
HinduUm somelinin lietwcon lliBl and 15(13, Tlie llttlij 
■on, Jeial, Uad dhid wluvi a mere child and KAlidAs 
GajdAni who bail marrltid his third daughter and adopted 
the riAme of Snlemnit Khan row Kucoeedrd to the tbrunc 
of Qmir. He iiisiratiuital himsetr into ihe ronntttiticu ut 
ibe Emperor Akbar by uHcring him Tuluuble preaetiU and" 
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cATiiiid«ml>lv tncreaaed his jrmEtdom which new comprised 
Hctitja], Behur, Orlsin ntid porHorm of Alljihnluwl. 

Solomcn Khnn died nlKnit thn jtar lfi71 two 

flcns, T>(iwnn IsmHil IChnn, popularly known ns Dftud 
Ktao^ and Dewan Ifthfl Khnn* 

Snloman hiid iilsc ^ dnu^htec aaiited Shaken ShS. 
She was mamcH to i'ajindditi Gncin, a remote descendant 
of the illufllricne king Ilafoim-Hl-rachid, 

Dewan Ismlilh on asoendins thetbrnnn, itoppcd pnTing 
rcteniiB to the Kiu]jeror of Delhi, A battle ensued 
in 1675 when he w.tn killttl. Hi* brother Isha Khan 
succeeded him. but following the eiaiuple of his elder 
brother, ho at«o quanfelicit with the Delhi empftrnr. A 
great Iwtlle look place iu which [fthft Khan was defeated 
by the entineirt guntwol of the Mofful army—Shah a baj 
Khan. iSha Khan, after hla defent, tfed te Chittagonif. 
The news of the victory of the Mogul army was ccmitia- 
nkated to Akhar hy Munnhi Ahul Ta^il. On page IIH 
of the trwitbo Almuni, wrillen in Pi'rainn, the very 
wwda of Akhar expressing his delight at the OTent arc 
<luoted. Tlwy run thu*—A highly gratifying neivB has 
been received from Bengal. 113' the ^race of God, 
Shahabaj Khan, our general, has conquered the vast 
tract of land from nhomghW to Siigar. Tihft Khan, who 
hraded the rebels, ha* fled tovvnrds Sagar after his defeat.” 

Dowan IflhJl Khiin afler hi*i defeat flrst paid a 
visit te Chittagonff Jinii then tuimfl <o .fangalbari. At 
that time the an Impcnetrahle jungle- 

infested with wild 

nimio of Jangitlhari or iho Wood-innd Mntision. The 
inhabitants of the placr generjillj hclong*-d to Die Kwh 
tribe. beautiful palace of Lakaman 

Slngli-the Iteja of the tribe—surrounded by a ditch, 
100 yd*, in breaillh, Gu Uie south a road, 15 yda In 
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brt'iultli, ran leading to tlio palace, [ali& Klittn with hit 
arm; entered the house with the object of killing 

him and made a grnaL eetirob to tltiil him out. But the 
BSrjAhad made his retreat hyaniilhtoTTnQefln timneli made 
of bricks, which lay IwneaiJj the eastern part of the ditch. 

TraOM of the road aud the ditch, with an area of ISO 
bigbas of land contniniug debris of the ruined palace, are 
atlll to !>e seen. 

hha Khan arinly planting tiiujKeLr at Jangalbarl now 
made deUborato plana for extending his temtories Ha 
built forte at each of the foIJowiiig ptacee Murapoia 
In the district of Dacca, Dewnnhag and Hajiganj 
(near Murapara), l^rseindur on the Drohmapulra, 
Sherpur, Dctra iTcAaitfo and Uangatnati. Akbar in the 
roeantime heard of leha Khan’s attempts to assert his 
Indepondeuce And sent hie fameue commandar Maoeingh 
to punish the rebel. StaiiBingh pitched his tent at 
Demrft in the distriot of Dacca, and he had a large tank 
dug in that place, which wiis tilled with water from all iSe 
famous Indian shifnes. fie gare it the name of Ganga- 
sagar. The neighbounug place ho called hy the name of 
Bdjdrb&g or ' the garden of the Bnj*,' Up to now the 
place is considered sacred, and hundreds of pilgrims viait it 
on the eighth day of the waxing moon during the Bdntni 
festivities, and a large fair sits there on tho oocaalon. 

After Mansingh had anived at Danim, he fought a 
Itatlle with isha Khan tioar the fort of Dewantag, Tho 
latter was defoated aud retired to the fori of Kgarosiudur. 
Here a most sanguinary Imttlc took plnw lasting for 
three oooseculive dava, in which coosidi^rabia armies on 
both the sides were destroyitd This mado both parties 
wiliing to settle matters by a duel (ijrht. When according 
to mutual agreemeat, Isha Khut came out on hta 
war-horsa challenging Manslngh, the latter instead of 
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appearing Itinigelf iu tlie fie^d took La the device of 
sending hU sondn-law vho accepted the utiallenge. 

The fKin>iti-lan' was h good warrior but though bo 
(ought well for a long while, lie could not inaintain 
his position up to the end. Ho foil atmok hf the 
sword of the Dewan. The soldiers of Isha Eiiau 
thought that it was Mansingh who had beflu kilted 
and raised the cry of Tiotorj^. Ufansingb in wounded 
pride and griered at the death of his sondn-law, now 
appeared in the Bold, ” angry as a serpent struck on 
the heed by a club.” The two warriora (ought with 
a skin which raiaed a teeling of wonder among the speotA* 
ton, and for a tong lime no one could (oreiMfi who the 
victor would b«. Id the eveoing the sword of Kansingh 
broke, airuok by that of laha Shan. 

IbIia Shan re<}nested the Raja to take another sword, 
but the Enja without giving a reply came down from 
his horse, laha Kban thought that the Eaja wiabed 
to 0gbt the duel by wrestling. So he too left hii 
weapons ODd horse, and stewd fociog him. The SA|a 
at this stage, expressed his wish to desist from the 
flgbt altogether and extended hia right hand to Isha 
lUian na a sign of friendshtp, Ishn Khan shook bandi 
with him in joy. There was (or some time great rejoictnga 
in the camps. Now, the time camo (or porting. 
The wife of Mansingh interrwwed Ulia Khan privately 
said, “If you do not accompany its to Delhi, 
a great danger will befall us, for, the order upon 
my htiaband is verj' severe. He must take you with 
him to Delhi; otburwisc the punishment of death 
■rould he visited oa him. Now if you sincerely wUh 
that 1 should not be mode a widow, kindly accmnimny 
us to Delhi.” The impfiriunste tenrs of his friendV wife 
moved bha Khan whose nature was gcnoroui and 
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he forthwith agreed to go to Delhi in Maiiwagh^!( 
camp. On hi? nrtivAl at the great city of the empire 
Ishft Ktinti waa iimcrupiilouely thrown into pHaon. 

A short whilo after, througtr the interrcDtion of 
Mnnsingh -oDd Uia eiHtor—the queen of Akhar, ieha 
Khan was netaiufed from the prison. When the Kmpetor 
beard from Matiaingh Uio aoomnt of Isha Khan aa to 
how braveSy he had fought and tuiw uohlj he rolunttM>red 
to he taken to Dollih he was exceedingly pteosed and 
gave him a sent on hie rutht in iHe court a» a mirk 
of special boLiour, He confrrre<l on Isha Khan the 
title of Manondall and iho grant of Pargannn as a 
nmt*frcir gift, lie moreover placed four Gnji?, four 
Aaahetu and four MaJUshin iinder. him and made him 
the head of thow twelve tenh-Jords. The descendants 
of [*ha Khan stiJJ hear ttm* proud title nf tfashadall. 

With thoHO new hoDoiirs and title Isha Khsa 
rettirniHl to .1ani:;illiHrt. Tlio four Asaliohs were "iven 
lands lit 'rilrap and other villages of tiyllict where they 
Mettled, '['hr Miijlinlit# «etlk<d at KHullajuri in Pargana 
Naair-ii-jimJ (Jinn), the Gukw settjwl in Parganaa of 
Bhownl and Sherpur where their ilcitct'udanla are liviag 
up to ni>w\ The dracrendaote of tho four Majli^hu are 
to be found even bow at Paiicit KahniiiA and PACepiir 
in Pargann Na3ir<ii-i1iral. The mine of the fatnoue 
palatial butldinga of Mnjiish ,Tu!iil nre atill to be seen at 
ttowail—the imtive rilllnge of Ihe chief—vrlth their fine 
crystal pillars and nrtlstio deeifriis carved on the wall?, 

ImIib Khan, the Lord of i2i Pargtuias, bad now a firm 
footins at Jan gal BiVri. lie married his cotisin—a daughter 
of Syed Ihruhiin—Malik-uhulnm. Isha Rtuin got two 
■mas tiy h^r, IhiWnii Musha Khun and Uewnn Mahammail 
Kham tshA Khun died in tulmnced years, lit? grave 
is ntlll to hi' siiita at nahliftrpiir in Pargaun llhonnl. 
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The ihe 24 Pargantt$. 

(1) At»i (£) KKgi«»ri, (3) Bartbajat Sherpur, 
(6) JayatiShilii, (€) Alapaing, (?) Mjmensingh, (&> 
5 bah,(fi) N«Mr-u.j[ml. (10> Khaltajury, (11) Gaiie«mainWv 
(W) Pailkuw, (13) BardakUat, (li) SwAnnigmin, (16) 
Bawdakbat mAiidrf, (IB) Hunainwilii, (17) Bhowal, (18) 
M,ihiMiranli,(l9) KatrBr. (20) Kurikbai. 121) Jaur Baxaia- 
par» (2t) Singdha. (23) Darjibajm (34) Dajjadi. 
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] abal) tiflre jol dowo a few aotea in oonneoiioti with 
some af the [>ewaas. 

t. Thera ara iwo urrants of Shah Jahati wHtten ia 
brUimnt ifoldun leUera to Uewan Eoz Mabamod Khan 
preaaivad by hie dascendjuita. 

1. Dewan Haytiat Khan foundod n town called 
Hoibat-Na^ar six miles to the west of Jangal Tlftri, 

3, llefercuou has already been made as to how Dewan 
Shaba Newsa Khan destroyed some of the important 
documents of the Dewan family. 

4. Deiran Khoda Newas bad fur a time turned a 
Fakir and tban returned to resume hu duties ns a worldly 
man. 

b. Dewan Ibrahim Kban spent Es. SO^OOO in getting 
tbti whole Epic of Mahabharat recited and explained by 
compcicni pundits to (he people of MymuMiagh. 

f). Dewan Rahim Ihld Khan, at. whose order, the 
historical treatise about the Kewitn bmily first began 
to 1» written was a penoo of rare talents, whoso taste and 
proficiency In Arts are still admired. He could make fine 
figures with ivory and prepared many Iteautlfui tnoslcal 
instruments such os i’eto’*, Eiw, fCirAraj with bis own 
hands, himself being a master of Indian mustot. Qe was 
an expert calligrapbiiit, and speoimens of his skill ore sdll 
preserved in various parts of Myruonsiagh. 

The lost scion of this distinuuished Dewan Family is 
Dewan Axim Bad Kluui, a brotlnur of Dewan Hahitn Dftd 
Kban. He is a young man of groat promise and noble 
character. 

The Bowans in tho post were regarded as lioads of 
both Hindu and Blahomedan Communities of Eastern 
Mymenaingh, WiUiout therir iwrmission no religfoua 
festivity mob M the Bol or tbo lUirgolahnb could be 
performed to Itiiidu homes. Thi-y rvpn ruled over (bo 
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and fashions of tha people. For using partioulAr 
onminonto, dt«»s and CQatumea, their penniffijon «aa 
ncoefiiSBTj. Up to novr the loiter class of people in the 
tUstrioi secJc the permiaston of the Doimne for building 
certain kinds of houites. 
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PREFACK. 


The pivet Fniisu Fuklr, irbry dtscHben hlmuRlf " blind 
from birth", b the nuthvr of tlifti halhid. We tind hia 
tuune in the eolnphen at thf’ end of xoma of the onnion; 
it occurs aUocether Jice tirnfts Kej'dniJ tHlIinir ua 
th&t be had uo father, no mother ntid no hruther, he due^ 
not siT<;^is any further account of hiiUMflf. And 
Chiuidmhumar Babuhas not been able to illuminate hb any 
more nn the life of the poet, Getting information nboat 
this iialtod Bobu Cbiiiidrakumar leri bU nritire Tillage of 
Aitbor in the dlBtriot of ^Tfn]ens^o^ on tho Stltb of 
Ghaitrn, 1337 B.R, and reached BaRiHeh»n!t in Sylhet 
about the first week of iho npxt month. Us i^tnyed at 
UflylingAii (Atluimbiiri P.O,) et Ihr f?rtrf< of one Naniyan 
Bobu and ouilecb'd tbb ballad from three diFTereni rliap- 
sodists who were quite imioceut of any knowledge oricltora. 

The Devrans of Banlauhoog, like Ibose of Jougolbari, 
were originally Hiudua. In lie fotirie«*Rtb century 
Dewan Gorinda Khan, the Brahmin Itaja of Liie place, 
turned u MnFiomediiit conTert nnd ita^urmnl the nnme 
of Habib Khan, Banfaclinng is one of the lurgcat,—if not 
the l)irge»t Tillage la the district of Sy I far I tt liiui «till 
a poputalion of thirty thotiermd. llabiti Khnn was not 
only the lord of the place but acquired possf^ion of 
the neighWiiriug kingdum of Lnur, and of aUojietlier 
3-ti Purganos of the dutrlot, Ibiuiacbung is situated in 
24'31'K, and ih" HO’E, tn the of Ijdur there 

are still to Ik seen the rutris of a furl kuuon lut *' Banm^ 
ohang Elahfll/' nttesting lo the pe^wnt once hy 
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the Denans of BaniAohaug orer Laur. Tbe line ot tbe 
Vewnna still continues in shrirelle<t and decoyed gloryi 
and Dcvran Ajom Kaja^ who is liTtQg, is its present 
representative. 

The ballad relates a story about this Bewan family. 
I could not get the names of Alai Khan, Dulal Kiinn 
and Jamal Khan in the genealogy of the Bewans, One 
Jamal Khan's name I Hud aa Ath in descent from 
Qabil) Khan —The fnmoas convert to Islam. But the 
fallici of this Jainal Klian In the genealogy is ALaroad 
Ktian atirl not Atal Khan as found in the ballad. $a tbe 
two Jamal Khans do not seem to he identical peraons. 
The Bi'want, however, had their pet names by v^ich thuy 
were more familiarly known in tbe country, end the 
pDot, it b quite possible, might have used these 
rather than the more dignified names of the chiefs to be 
found In 'locunieataTy writings, 

t sought the help of my friend Babn Achyntcharan 
Chaudhuri of Maino, Kanaibasar, Syibot, for the solution 
of th^ problem. He ts now the greatest living authority 
on all quesrioiis regarding the old history of Sylbet, 

1 shall quote here a portion from his letter dated the 
1st of .Agrahayana, 15211 B.E., dosJing with my queries 
at some length. 

" What will you do with Alai and Dulal of Dania* 
clinng ? My work on iho history of Sythet has recently 
been puhlifihL’d in four volumes, complotain two thousand 
jingct. Tbwo is an aocount of Bautachang in this work. 
But thf' niinries of Atal and Dulal do not occur in the 
genealogy of tho Dswans. Hie descendants of, the 
Dowitnit cannot give any information on the point. It is 
ItesiiU's not unlikely that these are Hindu names 
nilopiiui hy the Moslem Dewans, In the countryside 
(hey still call a chiltl spoUt by indulgence ns 
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** Alftlw Gharer DuWJ' It la quita likely that th» twd 
Dewanii in queatlon tuul enjoyed a good deni of indulgence 
nnd favour of thdr parents and irerc hence popularly 
called by thofo name«. t am luollned to think that the 
Deirau!;, kuoivn a* Jntuaf Khan and Karnal Khan, might 
have been popularly oalJed by the namea o( Atnl and 
Duliil. In the titno of the old Dutvons^j instances of 
pt nnrne^ being uaad by the people are not 
u-aiiting. We liava got a documcnlj dated ITAjO A.D.j 
in which a Dewan of the name of Adam Kfaau b 
fflentinned, but in the genealogy no such mime of n 
I>fliiran in found. In the period cofertud to, ivu dm! two 
Dawan^ living. They were Abrnei] Klum and Mahmud 
Khan. There can Inr no doubt that the pet name of this 
Ahmed Klian was Adam. There is one Incidental proof 
leading to the eoujoetore that Jamnl Khan and Kamal 
Khno might have bemi popularly known ne AJ.al and DuinJ, 
A tTmlition exUts hero that the two Bowens had contracted 
A great friendship with a Haja of Bakshinbhag nanuHi 
bbtlairaja. TJie riame iMkshtnbhag originated about this 
time. It is a station on the A. B. Railway and ie only 
thirteen miloa from SyUieL’ Tliougb Duhanija’e name 
i^ now forgotten, yet Bome historical facts relating to this 
Raja were once known In the eanntryside and th«!i 
refer to a peridd ahoixt jfOfi yenru ago. The origin of the 
name TMkshInbbag i* Afsooiated with Honie social incidents 
which are of a considerable historJcal inter eat. 

'* tiubaraja is not an unfamiliar tiamo in Sylhet. One 
of the VfthnaVA poets of Sylhet is tnnwn by this uurae. 
Jlv cumpjsotl a poem called Klraai iitanyas'' 2QQ 
yeart ag^. It H fountain of dcvotianal feeling 
and pathos, Tho poem treats of a visit of Chaitanya's 

1l it filwmih M rttLIna friTfa fljijlilLP|tEi^, 3 till iTlJkp« fttlEn thn vt^lTa"aiMt pi*ltsi| 
(1^ iki4 inti 2fi Biiipi'tMt »C!C*nm#iujj 
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IKinjnlfs to S^lhet tiuffirv ho wii> horn i not a MS. of 
tiiiii poem iSyoord nge. U niill mi|julili‘ih*Ki. Hits 
ptwt UiihnrajA trris kv V’ftUnovji o;iinl. It muj’ ho tiutt 
tbo <tjii[ii liri(iss of bis ehuraoUii'^ nitr«clod tbi? luliniring 
to VO of ilio l}owitni< KAmol Ktmn And itamtil Khivn, 
There is nn anreenient in the point of tirin' tvhioli teiuts 
to th« ooiijtiRtiire that Vhil Khnn und lUUni Khnn 
you Hpeuk of vere prutKthly tildriticul iritli Lbu E^enans 
Karnal Klmn and Jamal IChrio respeetivWy, 

Sylhet watr nt one time fanieiiv fur tho balluda nod 
of tUe Tho rainu of the lihatM of IhiiiiA- 

uhan^ tvaTtii’uirtrl ' h«il uptyad fur ouil wide, Tiiu nones ol 
iMjikuranil the prince i>f the:iu Uhnl^poetK nf Uitniachaug, 
ftof Kttii on the lips of mnny, nnd am jiuttj ndmiri'd. 

** Hftva you i^ot any hailud m which tltere is n mfer- 
reriofi to the fritmitahip of tlie Uinvnrn' Alai and Dalai 
with Dubrifiija j* Tf you hava i^ot any, pleiuu do not 
dotiht the histiiriivil rnlne of such a lialiad, Mujij 
importunt itnd hl^tonviit cvr-iitj. of uur country lie hidden 
ill the tualLidn of tiieae itnn^siiMiinir crmntry-poete, niOHtly 
uidutten'd nnil uiiknown lo iniijtiid LMuie," 1 7VuitWafrd 
from Btug^h.) 

My frif'nd Mr, Achyutn CbitrsuChitudhurt Tattvanidhi 
has yot hnd no ktiowledue of this Imllad. Witlmui 
eiitering into the rletuits of the historical (ineettons 
JriTotvwdi 1 quite Jiffree with niy friund's riewa expressed 
in tile htst porn of the aliove entmct. Stirriiif;; historfcui 
oronU often moved lliese " ing[1orious Milton*” of Uir 
tHiuntry^iihi to comiwse lialhid* of this tyjje. They igave 
the pupulnr vei^ious nf the Of cuts which, thuui^h nome- 
timcA marked with n crude hunnntr, pwe nflen mnre 
rplirihln then the rccnrdii of stdiolorly tnsiorianii, generally 
hinged by party^feejinp* unti atixMis for tin-* favour of 
tliHir patrons. " 
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But therv w oftpn a tendenc^r in ihuse ballad-mong^rti 
to mix up fulk'Atorbit with luHturitiAl fact a. Thu pre<H)ut 
ballad suffers truiu this ilrawbiaok. Thu earlier portion 
gooms to i« pure fatk-‘lore. We have heanl limeii 
wUhnut uuiuber the storice of prioees put in sub^terra* 
nean regions by the fro'iks ot iu;troli>g««rs’ caloubitionn 
and of monoTch!) who would not see a oliild's face lust 
some great mishap should befall them, ns prodicUHl by wiiie 
men. But while disisardirig this porttou of the ballad 
os incredible, I he latter porl iou narratiitg the love of the 
prineesa “ Adhuya Sundari'’ for Janinl Klutn, and other 
auhsequent developments of tbe story, uounot be disuiissed 
by us u a mere Motion. Tbeee form tbe pivot round 
which the whole story, mixei] up uiib Hctiun mid 
rustic fancy moves. It bad, no doubt, its 
origin in historicnl foets. It is true, that ignorance, 
fluperstiiiou ami want of vulture Imvo led to a djslot-tton 
of the narratives in various ways, but still Lhruugb the 
vista of popuiar Utirrativn, glinipu's of social condition 
and torn pigea of liistciry may be revealed iiy future 
rusearob. It will help, let us hope, in threshing out 
the grain from the cliafT in futnre, 

Tbn Ittiihuiiiuiudaus often took fancy for JJinthi 
ntnideue, and many disustroua warn were fought " for 
amorous causes" of this nature, os wilt be nihui from 
many nf the nther hiillmU cpllvctetl by Itahu Chandra 
Kumar from neiithhounog IfKMitiiies. 

t bitve slated liie reason in my Inirchlutnory rtott?s tn 
one of tliesi’ ballads puhlislitKi in VoT. 1, runl I 
bikr l|)P lilarrty to riTor to ii ngiiln Mr^i nf tbofie 
Muhammailati iVwaus and chiefs belonged to 
families converted from Uiuduism to JsJjun, Thev 

-a 

wer»< guidi'il hy Hindu lasten and }ireacrred ntiiuralfv 
a predileotinii for ibe Hindu society, trhivh, bnWovnr, 
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recnnlwi lh<*m iw 'ojiioiiclinbles/ Tlii!? nmtempluoii?* 
irefttmtjiit of > who \wU the power, oflBii sivf 

riiif to rt si*nsi< ot wrong, for which rctaliHtion wa-i sowgtit 
ffjr by iipplicAtioii ot force. The IhinUchatig Dfwadsi 
wet« BmUmios boforo their conirtireion. The iTrjtmiHit 
(In.* old minuter rpcelvfKl from Uaj^ Dulmraj. iloscrihed 
tu the balliuU wooW nrilurull v create « fflrry nninoeiily 
hotwi'ou .my 1 wii uiicoiiiirwinni peopTc'iS- Bitf liei'o iKJtli 
Ike laiiiiltirs were oTisin«lly of tht^ '<jinn» >loclr; hrunc Iho 
of iiiMilt was IVlt rtll the toore, .tonml Khan woms 
ttlroiwi jttatiaLHl m our .-y** iti Icjuiiiig nil cipHilitiuii tt< 
carry th<‘ jniiidtfii Adhuya by force, 

Such cjiUdfis would prohahly Uevu never otIpou If 
ouuuiau MukiuuitiiiilAii fiiitiiUeii, recruited from I'ersto or 
other weelem hoiiuft of Miihamiimrtoii^p had NettieJ ,o 
the country tuul lived as nciglihoiitA of the Hindus. 
They would not havr cored lo novel Hindu wives tn the 
way iicwrilwd in nm Wbd. IVue, in the hUlory <iF 
UiijpulftOH tliM cDUtmry hicts arc soHieliini'e obforved. 
Hut lhal w lierauso the Empertirs of Delhi wanted ti* 
subjiigwto tli« pr<*»td Hindus of martini mcoa. 

uii(i took recourw to uli monner of oppression with 
Ihivt primary object iu view. la peaceful state of poMtiavl 
iilmmphcrc suvdi ui^srossiaiiH did not genemUy lake 
pliuMt. The hiatoTV of Mymonsiiigh and Sythet lilv>nilli 
jrwtk's with such ioKtances. The reason seems to 1w that 
iHjtli Hie prtk-i (ovoh'oil in such disseiisiojia had the same 
hlowl TOTinin? in their vein* and were besides 

govvnn-d by ulnuftt the witib taste* and ideas, tt 
for lUi.-* thill the Hindu girl* had a partiiuihir charm lit 
the eyes of tliuir Mulmiomaihvn ctmaitis, who thoujili 
TcsUitJ with [poutw and prjimcal auperiority, wi-re lixNileil 
with oohiiuuoly hy t he Hfnilu coi(itiniidt.v from a-uchd 
point of vk‘o 
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The lAtif^Rse of ibti hullnd [s d mlxod one. But 
thou{^lt the nuinlHit «f Porsmn, mther Urdu, wordfl )e 
greater hi it than in moM of the other haUjids trritton 
Hindus, Ktiil it In very far short of trhat tre find in the 
Muealmnnt Bangin" in t^ biah the Battala preswfl of 
Caiouita puhlisli the Islanno folk-lore and other poems. 
The Urdu eltment in the present ease » not alraoious, 
but just what wo find mixed in the dialool spoken hy the 
MuiiAuimiulanH in the conn try •aide. There is very rarely 
any word over which the Uindu r^^adera <Tould halt. It is 
liut fair that the Urdu words that hare oropt into oar 
spoken dinloDt, uriilerstiwd by tho lltodtu and Aluham- 
■nadans alike, should In? given a ourroncy in writing in 
rfrdor to make our I language a oommom vehicle for literary 
purpoieA of the two si'Ctlons of owr oommti&ity. But 
our Banskritists acrupiilouely avoid flrdu word* in 
writing, though in their colloquial dialeet they cannot 
avoid using them, Buch, for instance, are the words 
»mi {wicked advice), {reward), (rentfrw). 

CTBfth {slave), *rHt5m {regret), frfl (femalo-Blave) ■'IITflM 
(Satan, winked man), (enemy), ^ fha<*)i 

(dniigHr), «?STW (teacher), 5 f= 7 l (world), mgUH (^iky), 1?!% 
(land), (end), nftji (river), istvm (cure), 

(iiiButl), (afiariineiit), c^ts (ungratoful), These 

and a number of similar w ords are to be found In the 
ballad, most of which wb use fti oui oolloqiiJal dialect, 
ihnugli we try to avoid them in our literary writings, 
in our enthuaiaiitii to use Sanskrltic words. I have dwelt 
on thiH point in ray Introductory uotca to Vol. I, at some 
length. 

II is to he noted that the blind poet, as also tbu 
absolutely lUilerate ones, ireniiTiilly give us words exactly 
HA they are spoken in the country. This certainly 
deeervee the attention of the philologiats. The blind and 

■te 
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the nuterate nertii- we worils os they ara writtea with 
their eyee, but alwAjB hear them willt their t»r«. It » fo» 
thi« reewa tbet our bliod pcet has so wonderfully 
roproduced the phonetic iotiiid of (he W0Td«» imd Ibo 
rliapeodists without any knowletlge of lettcra have so 
truly handl’d us down the picl'e vcjeirm. Most of the 
writers, who have any knowleOut* of alphabet*, would 
conform to their coiiTontlonal ueo in writing* Bui 
the blind man here diclntid hi# poem to Ifao 

illiterate singer*, true to tha sound, without 
caring for literary or grammiUkal convention, aa Ibey 
were unaware of any, I'iius in this ballad wa^nd 
for CftS. for I®'’ 

Flat lor for c*tT^, for for 

'FBI. for ’Ji JtTf5 for Jti^, for arcs’!. 5^ for nni. 
WtW for #rei, ’lES? for flPS for mw, SUWTa for JSTtEW. 

5 ^ for ^*f, fH tor Ji, for ff 5Ttw for 

for^, for r^“. "S*^n5 h r -hiTni, *IT'^ for «tT^, 

ftW for sjtui, foi wife, Tttf-? ff't viwdh for 2Hta, 

for fot ' 

It will he seen from tiie iituhva li#! that tlia vj of the 
Bengali ftlplnitn;t* still fotixin# [liw •uuiui of f amongst the 
peasantry, especially the lluham iimiaiis* Tliotigh amongst 
the gentle olnssos of Bongiil Iho ili>i^liiictinii in ibe pronoii- 
tilation of »t. W and *f has been pructirallT lost and totally 
ignored. Another curions (wiul to liute Is that wlint appor- 
antly strikes ns as (Ui iinumaly In thymbg la regard to 
ccrtainwords u^ed in the luilljtil, is not rrally so. -For 
inalanceCiTB (C^^) anil {c^l at** yiven In the teal »» 
rhyming with and C^ei. I'he not uni pronunoiatlon 
of the word* in iho dletriul of Sylliwl and Mymensingh 
are not and CWT*1 but ^ imd 8o there is 

nothing that jars tn our ear* in the rhymo which rotnins 
its bAmiony when Lho poem t* limited by lUe people of 
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tbose districts. In one plaeo mnde to rhyanj w»th 
'Phil also la poffoctly tbythmieal, the abrupt 
endini; of ^ and almost an identical sound to the 

two letters. 

There ate curious iniitancea of vorhal iuflesious in the 
songs t^'hicU will show a striking affinity with 
forms. Sunil - ce^a a* alao 

fw^, ^tfra = sT?fis5i=iT^ptn. ■witri- 

Compared with most of tho otlier halljiils coUectsd by 
Babu Chandra Kumar, this one lacks in poetry. Though 
there is no hick uf umtuAtlon and Interv'Ftt in the story 
dosorlbed, thore Is hardly any passaga showing striking 
artistic beauty or poaltpal eicolleooe. The poet in apite of 
his profuse use of eolloquhl words aonictJmea aasumes on 
air of rustic pedaotrj speouilly whan describing beautiful 
women. And io thi* hts failure is of courao obriotta 
as ha has uo ootnmuud over the artiatie language of the 
classical poets, while the crudeness of patois often 
makes his style verge on the ridionlotta, We do not find 
to this poem Uie simple rural charm and the direet 
epigrammatic ntyte, somucl) in oridonco in Mahua, Malua 
ChandraTstl and other poems. Shek Faizu'a descriptions 
are often diffuse and monotonDii*, requiring a pruning 
hero and there. Eoaides Faktr Faiiu shows a stmngo 
lack o! consistency hy making contrary statements in 
varions places of hi« poem. In one place he says 
that it took a roan seven days to travel from Baniaohang 
toBaksbinbhag. in another place he makes it fir© days 
and In the last canto the Bewan orders that tb© Raja of 
Dakshinhhag should bo produced before him in leu than 
12 hours. The march of the army from BanUchang to 
XlakshinbLug and tlicir return to former city ware to 
be covered by this " le>»s 1 han I liount!" In one passage 
Aloccti ia dJscribed tis requiring siit mouths to reach 
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fniin Baiibiulian;; and in anothur Delhi » niniitinned ns 
of equal distance from that city. These diserupanciea 
might have haen mink* by the *ingers, for, it ja hard to 
beliavo that the po«i whn cnuld give aucli a au^tained 
ititerost to hie story, waa guilty of such obvious mistakes. 

The earliur portion of the story, as I have already 
&»id. in pure folk-lore affixed lo a hwtoricanjAlfiiri.' But 

even in folk-lore, the writer must Mibjoet himself to 
some liinttatioiis. The architect Tera-lengrn in one 
passage tmveU to flailaban in a day, thoogh in a 
previous [Mssage it was stated that it would take one 
six moulhs to do im>. Such gibberish is intoleroblo even 
it! folk-lore. One thing however, should bt* always 
iwriie in mind that these ballads were composed, and 
sung, by mun without any knowltidini of letters. Theso 
anomAtios are thorefore not altogether unexpeoted. 

Aiiother fault that Hlrikes u* ia the authoifs repotilmn 
of the samo idea in Jitrertml pltu'os. When a mishap 
takes plaoe, the whole coiinfty hecomcj^ merged in sorrow ; 
the men imd women of the city cry uini weep ; the birds 
lament by their chir|Mi, and lifirs-es and elephants shad 
tears in the stables. When Alai Khitu, iho old Dawaii 
staria for Muoca, this huppenti first j the aamo thing is 
repeated when young Jamal is sent to UelhL We Ond 
again a similar account when Aldl Itinves the city tor 
good at the ond of the tale. This flong, 1 beg to repeat, 

* W* BqU .hnU«r uhubiiI* \m lijIS tluJrlra, O.u btaSm a» mmnl.. Itui itrt 

Sm Bf UiB » folk-Inf , 1g.ii lijitnigv uf Milmnug eriwlfl** 

-HR libillttnii wpsiitnih to utnlDgiMl pnitfluUiiiu^ t|du Tmiw. 

*U im loar MkchWl aib^ hi, ^ ^ 

ihiil 111* \m l& Ibi iHtirrmK.iiJiHi iri bit ixtuii. flips tHrawtng hi 

vlrLItlmo «mm « irhiith tUl Umm. 

Tlw 4 rt|ip.rt<jf 5 itiflf m\p\l h^mm m imp;* hiuiotliml fwtiu And «itst. t^tA 

miuM Mil liAuf IxMiEL tm ^ ilHiii .|«rlTi|til,P Uwm pf lilt Mimiiir*. K^JhiiLi 

fiHifkk mlvld liofSH -ilMpij-d it^ww Wh-lAW .wl tf 

hlPkliykMli 


sra^r j amal anl> adijua 

iHCkH in iirtjstia nnd Ui»*rary tioauiio^ wliidi characrtiriBe 
LUo uolldf^Feti fmiti Mviuf^n tdgli. It hi», liowcver, 
histflricAl lu tvresl and dii»c1<)se« cerhiin ftociiil codiiitiong 
£trt during Mulmiriiiiriilat] reign iv'liidi ijit^n'^ting. 

The life ill prl:v)n is I'riijihicntly iJescribfid. 'JIib cruel 
puiiifiiTnents tmiiiliiunul nr*- no I'tUKiji'rBtiDnA. The 
wmtH of tlie cbicCe, who oii tlimay groundii ordered! wholO' 
alls murder urid (siide toivnr and dihtges deanlnte. shnw 
linw hotplu-^j the cfoiiiitTy '${)metfmt‘9 vras nt the hnnds nf 
its auEocmtA. The people seemed to hare jio lijuid In (ultuiuis* 
tntbU’ind thcyaullered the iitnmat from such opprt^HabtiH. 
But oce^iMtonally they Aifsoitetl themBelves by r(‘vniting 
ngaijtftt the tyrunta, I hiive referrt'd to Ihjt* point in my 
fntrodiiction to Vol. t. (?hiiTidm K-Uovnr in n short 
ugbe oddrtHitiJii to me, HcouseA Fukir Fnizu of fabricating 
0 slury of ii [iindu girl of iiri«toerntto Bruhmin fainily 
fiUUng in love a'ilU u Mahoinrdnn youth. Hut Bheik 
Kiiku, it munT W enit] to hU credit, wa$ nem netitated 
by uny iU'fetiliing towards the Uiudue, 11c rtipmaeuta 
hi^ viewi justly without any luLvocncy nr portiaiity for 
bis MonSem brethreo. The indlgnatioti of the Eaja at 
I he otTer of a pmprrral of tnarriagn for bis daughter Ity 
dumol Khan has heou de^crilaHl from tiio Hindu Htaud* 
and the letter Jamal Khsin wrote to Adhuya wiu 
coucbud in a oourteoua language ehowing mi nggreeBire 
or oEj'ociou.s epirit which M.aslem orthodoxy would 
suggunt. In tliu pndague hts lienedtntiun fall? on tho 
IlindUH and Muhnmraadana alike in n truly oosmopolitan 
ejiirit, and If he described the love of a Hindu girl for a 
Mubaiuinadan, It woh pcrfootly m conformity with 
the ineviiiihle liiv%’ laid down by that blind god, 
who docn not recognise any Hindu ur .\fnhaiiitiniilan 
ill hilt jurbidtottuu, hut iasplrex nil who come in 
his way. 
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On© word mor© and I b^f© done with thii preface. 
'I'hrou^hout th^' poetical lUoraluie stamped with the 
spirit of the Pre-Kenaiuiuice itcbi>ol, «*© often com© 
across tUe name Tera>)erigra. tn Alainamnti aoogti, in the 
DhpriJianiaiigol poems and oven in some works writteo 
in lionour of Manaaha Dsvi we com© norose this name 
©very now aud then. It seems to imply the iiomenclAture 
of a special cSaas of aervante prirtiered to go to the 
inner apartments at a palace. Tera literally moans a 
man with A crooked glance duo to soma natural deformity 
in the oy©| and Longra maaus a lame man. We have 
heard of eunuchs, as chartered serranls in the wnnnaa of 
the Moslem cliiefs, It seems the Hindu* were aveiw 
to the cruelty of maiming peraonB in that way. In the 
place of eunuolis they employed men who were naturally 
deformed and maimed and therelore safe and trusied 
parties to act aa rau^age^hearers in the Zenana. 

The Tem-lengra in this ballad is an architect who 
bad an access to lire inner apartment* for doing works 
of Imitding and repair. 



Sural Jamal and Adhua. 

A Loae^tale and Tragedy 

DT 

FAistr P^K(K. 

Prologae^ 

First of di I bow to Alinh—Tho Unknownbltr One, 
Aod then I bow totny Guru, who bos roe a tasto for 
spirit aal iife. 

Tell me, oh my Qoru 1 where was I, when the eky 
w&e not, the earth was not and the sun und the moon 
were not. 

Tell me, oh my Gum 1 how could gmin enter the huak 
end oil into the mustard seed and hovr could life enter the 
egg and where is the door by whicli death enters it ? 

in the uniTcrae I hnvo uo other frieud Lban Allah. 
Ho is roy only friend and 1 hare none other. 

When ray Hindu brother dies, they carry him to the 
river-gbat, and when % Muhammadan dies they huiy him. 

Tlie sky ts blnok, the land, is black and deep blnok roll 
the wares of tliu river. But ho who dries an evil deed hi 
return for good is erou more black than they. 

Says Fakir Ftiizu, **Oh my Allah I 1 am humble and 
poor. From my birth thqn hast deprived rna of my eyes. 
No friond bare I, no parimts and not a brother f Msy my 
soul find rest at tby feet In the end,'* 


BA<iT(-:KN HBKflAL BALtADS 
ADUUA. 

The Begum tent t<i *i tub-ier^tinesii houte. 

At Bnninebitnii^ there lived two hrothera, Een; aid I 
to'ilay to reintfl ihoir story. I charge my audience to 
listen to me with forhearatioe nml ])atjeMce. Of the two 
hrotboTR the cridei' was Oewan Ala! Khan and the younger 
one was cnlled Dnlnl Khan. 

Ihith the hrolhem ruled tUu State together hk Oewann. 
The older hrolhor wns reputed for hia high chameter, 
magnanimUy of aonl and nmny noble (junliMea, Ein 
subjeoU were plensei] with his adrainUtration. Jn fact, 
for sound n 0 !W uf lits judgment, they coueidered him ae a 
second Rustum, IEm cimrity was an tmiiouiided as that 
of Qatom, LaiigLm^a fulla to duscrihR adequately the 
great virtito&of that nnblo man. 

The wife of Den’ai) Alai Khan was Katonni ibhi 
whose beauty far exceeded that of any fairy or nymph of 
heaven . 

One night sho drB.imt that the full moon Imdeiiteriid 
her womb, She awoke with a start and relHted this to her 
htiabiinii. The Uuwnu said that the meaning of the 
droam was that a beautiful son would soon he horn onto 
lict. In duo course she coucelvod and was atx>ut to gfyc 
birth to (i ohild. The sutrologer calculated thu position 
of planuts and mtid that it would be a roato ohild, 
iVortky of his Ulustrious father iu ovary renpeot, fie 
briwevor atappod here and said with scirrow again, " [ 
am afriLid to tell thu truth, but 1 cunuot help doing so. 
If within twenty yean of the lurth of thu child, you 
happen to see his fiicu you will meet with a great mbhiip. 
Kot only this hut If within this parttxl any m»o or 
woman living in your city, happens to mmj fho fuco of 
I his tioy, ho will be ebtamod to pr is mature tieath." 
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When iKjwaii Alai Khati heiin! what the astro- 
logflr said, liu sat; down on the ^rotiod, sttipefted hv 
grief. He asked \ih clear hrolher Dulat Khan to convene 
a of bis chief oMoers. 

The tniniaters, Nadirs and the police prefects ail 
anseGrihled toctether and began to dUcuss the matter at the 
Dewan'a hidciing. They at last amvedata canain decision 
and the chief arohiiect Tcira-letigrn wiw sent for. Thu 
man had rlephantiasla in both bis legi*, which looked as 
heavy as the trunks of a iMmana-plant, Hb grand-ttona, 
nepht-M H, sons-in-law and other kinsmen numbered twelve 
thom^kiid. He was a great architaot, far superior to any 
that lived in the kingdom. This man, with his train 
of kinsmen and followers, occupied a large part of the 
city of Baiiiachatig and daily consumed 12 maunda of 
Oaitfo drug. The great smolio spread alt over the city 
ami fully clouded the »ky. 

Dewan Alai Khan said to the arcHltect. " Ton Lengra, 
vou miut ba prepared to carryout my ordere immediately. 
By the grace of God, you stand unrivalled In your pro- 
ft^ion, A child will be born to my wife In a week 
hence, as the astrologer has foretold, and one day b about 
to piws. To-raorrew early in the nnrniiig you are to 
proceed towarda the forest known as the Halmhan, 

"There liuild a snihlorratiean palace for me. It should 
be mtide of stone. Tou are to linwh it at onoo. You 
will have ample rewards from me, and [ will vee that 
vou are pleased with ihom." When the day dawneil 
Ijcngra with bis iiost of grandsona and klnstaen hurried 
towards the forest known as tUo Haiinban, In usual 
courae it would require a man six motithe to erfws that 
wild region so largo a tract It was, Lengr* with hb people 
hurried fin ; he bail with him twelve thousand SodalUti 
(man who worked with spades). They levelled the gnmnd 
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(tUH thflir «tid lh« urchitt'^t Iniil the (oundntion ot 
tlie houaa iFith ^tone. Stnir'flwaett werti Muu tniule oFMtone. 
Altvr l^uTing ljuilt thu hoiiav Lsn^ mtumed hame. 
BsgDt 22 ptitaaot rentrfrt!« IjwhI as reward for bis labour, 
and for the real of lii» life hoped to Uve happily with bis 
Mins, erandeone and feinsinen on rhe income of thia 
exteosire land. 

The Bewan, in the meantime, sent hia wife with one 
simple nume to live in thk newly hmilt eub-termneati 
houAe. Food, mimenl and other nrtjuIiiA for daily use 
were stored there that would last for twi;uty yoaia. 

(U. U72.) 

( a ) 

Ti€ D&ionn ttirn$ 0 Fokit', 

'With Ula uitniatera and other oMeont the Dewan, ae 
usual, held the helm of hin State. But hut mind lost all 
p«acH nfrer haring stmt liia Bugum nwny. His city and 
palace luilcerl void and hw wept at whatever be saw aruiind. 

One day Alai addressed his younger brother ned said, 
‘■•'So loitgeri brother, do 1 like to be the Dewan of this 
My oity. ray realm, ray palace, and all 1 will 
give up. and go away to a romute shrine. What good, dear 
brother, will the posaessioti of all these bring nnlo me ? 
When I shall die, not a eoteri will go with me, la the 
di’ad sileoee of the burial ground will this body of 
mine rot and worms will eat my tlesh. Bons, 
daugbtorti and friends nil Hook round one who in able 
to boor their burden, hut they will not be your com* 
panluna in that solitary walk ol life which every one 
(Hu,Ht travel alone. I will htincefoTward take rafuge 
in Bim. 1 will turn a Fakir to ting nis holy natno. 
1 ant going to pay a riaiti to Mecca, whore traces of the 
divine ftxit'prints still lie in tbe dust, I obarge you, 
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my hrflther, to nilo Ihla laud «» Dpwaa dnrinir my 
abiieuco for twenty years. If I nolU^') poriod^ I 

will return home 

8o did the Dewan take the Fakir'# ftail in hw hiind#. 
pwt on a tarban uitd tledii;ated himself IQ Allah. He 
u'eiit aloiu) leaving his paliwa t and iiU the p< oph' 
mourned Tor him in hitter grief, 'rhe miiiiatrift mid 
oiliceni, bis relations and frieml# #ileiilty "fept ^iven 
the dumb animal of the staU-the elephanls nnd 
horsL^shed tears aii he left the palaas. The miiiiste™ 
and otliere gathered round him on the ovr of his 
departure and asked him to allow ih*m to accmrijuiny 
him *'We are your loyal soTi'ants.'* thi'y sjud, *'|)o not 
leave iM, WB pray.” ' Eul Alai Khaii said. '* I am 
rewplved to sco alone without taking even a wivri from 
the State.” Thus did the Dew«n start for Mecca all 
ttlonc like a beggar* (Id. 1-32.) 

( S ) 

The Prilled dUrotfiftd Ay Ai* I7w#7ff, 

Xow let me revert lo the topic o* the jwor Begum 
who. with a single nurse, lived in the juimlv lands 
of Hnraila. the expiry of ten months and ten 

(lays from her (Ji inception she gave birth to n eon. 
She. who had Iwen ocoustijmed lo 4Bep QU j* golden 
couch, now lay on a nml spread on ilm iloor 
of that dismal subkernuiean house. 8ho had 

countless female uttendanta in ‘ha iwliure, hut 

here onu ainglo maid*sarvant ministered to her 

(jomfqrts. serving food, when hungry, and offering 
water, when n-lhirsU On tha expiry of si* days of hut 
oombg to that placo which she hud s^mt in wrrow 
and hape, a son was born unto her, bright as the full 
moon. She tjeoame so happy ou getting the child on her 


eastern bbnoal hallahs 

Iitp thAt sh« forgot the tt»s of tbi> pAbee, of her 
attemUiiK-* mid h imndjwJ othf^r onrafortis. She shed 
tears wvingf, |f the Dewnn would have heard the 
news uf hia son's liirth, he would hure emptied 
hu whole tnjJWUfT, iipvndjnj; nil on chnrlt; But now this 
poori^einof miue shiners in thtsdst'ki'ATtiheft', having none 
to look fil it. Ah me 1 how raisemble am 11" A brisfht 
neokliiw of pure diamonds htin^ on her hreast. She 
took it off Hiid TiindH a gift of it to her rtiAid^servAntraoLTing, 
“Oh my solitary mtendant, I hold you dear a» a 
parertt^or a sisior. In the sen of unfathoiouhle grief 

into which I Imv® faDen, you are mj iiote refuge and 
jjiiide.*' 

One—two—three months pa>ise(j. The child grew 
like the waxing moon. By the graCH of Qodi one year 
passed. The child crawled in the court-yat'd and «une* 
time lisped the word “mother" in half-bwken sylUblee. 
To her he wan dear ae a rib of her heart. She gare 
him the uame of Surat-^jAmAl. 

Now one day Bulal, (he younger brother who ruled 
the kingdom ns Dewan Snhch in (he place of his elder 
brother in Banisulmtig, went to that forest for hunting 
purpose* with n large number of followers. It looked like 
a regular ‘Mia of human beads flooding the land as 
they entered the forest Hailabaii. The Dewan saw wood- 

^tters hewing wood, heipin] by their young ohildiun 
When theae young urchins helped their eWer* In cutting 
wood. Unlnl Khan stopped a moment and woe astonished 
to tUid amongst the dusky sons of wood^cnttcrs, a hright 
boy shimoic like the full moon. “Whoseson nmy he be 
beauuful os a dieruU T'-he thought within himwlf tmi 
as he looked olosely the rest-mbianco lhat the child bore 
to Alai, his {nth<*r. hccaroe apparent, and tho Junior 
Dewau hegan to think. “Such a haodsomc hoy in thU 
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fort'fti amoaest the dttskj wood-eutteni,—hf c 4 »uno 1 be 
any other t No doubt he w Patemo’s eon—bright 
as the moon. Be seems to he a lad of ^^veu yeara. 

I never saw a ind as bmitisome as he" And bo 
calculated the period and found timl Foi«mo bad been 
sent tv the forest seven ynafs ago. 

** Noo‘ after sovait years 1 meet him for llie drat 
time. The asirolcger had pitdicied that should ai*v of 
us see him before he atttiiticd bis twentietb jear^ Ihere 
trituld be a diru disitstpr. 

“ I do not know. Oh Allah, if lhn astroJogor was right. 
But what Is to Iwfnll mo la uievitahle now. Let me 
think no more" — he thought in this atraiii ami returned 
to his city with hb follovvers. (LI. 

( ^ ) 

The Cofw/MOBcjy. 

Now Dewan DuIaI came hack to hia palace and 
BUtnmoned all his courtiers. Tlie eld minister hastened 
to raoet the Dewau ; the Karkun, thn Muiishi, the Narir 
and other ofidcialit assemhled in ifae palaoo- Tli® Do wail 
told them what he had beheld in the forad. All of 
them pul Ihcir btJads together and doviiied pbins s» to 
how tbo little ohild, the son of Alai, should bo killed. 
They said. “ You are now the master of the eountry— 
our popular Dewan Soheh. You axe the legitimate owner 
of all that you Imve been long enjoying. Your brother 
became old and left the country in your charge. He 
ii far off and there is no knowing if he still live^. or is 
di^atl already, Kule this kingdom, oh revered lord, 
an long as you live ami txterniinati- the eneray** brood." 
The Dtswan *nid, " Hui how can f kill the child ? 
Dovise stun© well*matured plan if you would w|#ii it. 
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Thts miniiftBra, NarJr tttid othura dwcuiw*!] thu matter 
seriqijalv and «ent for Tera-lengra, the Architect:, who 
duly Arririfd at the lotrrt and bis reapect^ to the 

UeWAn. 

The Dcwau said, “ Eaar mif, oh old arehitMt, I 
have ftUleu into a groat trouble and hojiu to get over it 
hy your help. I will make you a gift of the extciwWe 
Qainiln forest; cut down the jungle and lire there happily 
with your children tnahlng siuituhlo dwelllnS'houaeii. 
Now listen to what I want you to do. You nomcmber that 
you batU Llicro the nubterranoaii Louse for FaCema Bibi 
•oiiH> yoitrw Ago. You hnow' whore it in You arc to 
cover the same with earth in auch a ittanner that the lady 
with htr «on way he burjcd alive," 

W'hen the old IMme-minister heaid this order passed 
till tin* itTubitect, he retired to ,'Mi|jtu(U! and rained tears 
in silence. 

Forty putvK of Uud, no joke 1 They Jire to be all 
reni*freo. The reward is groat. So Tepa-tongra trairchod 
thilher ijuiokly with his men. 

The old minister lost not a moment and applying 
whip to his horse hurried to the Ilontila forest and 
lurivml there in the shortest lime. 

He calkt] Fnlema Bibi abud and when she preiiontod 
herself to the trusteil officer of tlie State, followed by 
her maid-spryont, the Minister wept like a child as he 
delivered his me&iage. 

Th^ Jliniti^r, 

" Your happy day^, dear lady, ore over. Dulal Khan 
is now your onctny. He has resolved to kill you with 
yuur son. Tflra-lengra, the architect, is coming here 
with men. They will cover ibis bouse with earth 

and bury you alive," 
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When she heurd the new*, she heJph*(wly wept and 
coaid not speak tot sorao time. The young prince juat 
returned ihere from the play-ground in llie (oreal. He 
was lumgry and dstnamled food trom hla niothet. But 
at be looked up^ hi- sfiw his mofhpr weeping, rerting her 
head on her bami, He asked the moid-servant, ‘‘What is 
the matt^-r with my mother 7 'Why U she weeping and 
who is thia stranger In our house ? " 

The mother embraced her child and eaid weeping, 
**My heart bn'aks to tell you the etory. L left my 
kingdom and ba^e been living in ihia dbmal place, but 
greater woea are awaiting me. Your uncle ie now your 
enemy end our old minister baa brought us very had news. 

The young prince saluted the old miniEter and then 
sorrowfully asked Iris mothw to U* what had happened. 

■■ I know no one whom to Call roy own "—said the prinM 
Uiraing lo the minister, " 1 hare been seeing my mother's 
(Oirs ever since 1 can recollect the past. I naked her 
many a time. Inil she would not tell me where my home 
i». If 1 liave my futhi-r living or I have any brother 
or relation,—would you, revered sir. unravel the 
mystery of ray life to me. The minister rolaled to him 
ftU that hail hapjK'ued m the past.^what the aattologer 
bad predicted, havi The suljteTran..ti» house was made 
in the forest whuro bis molher wa* removed, how hU 
father unable to Iwar the grief of parting with his queen 
went to Mccoh and how latterly his imole resolved 
to kill him. *' Oh ynung prince, your undo is your 
«wom enemy- He has alroadj tool Tera-lctigra with 
orders to Htiry yiu and your mother alive.” He added, 
'* You are to leave this foreat-home within the remaining 
hours of night. Don’t tarry u moment.” 

Jamal Kliftn, the young prince* hegao 'o <»7 helplcMly 
saying, ‘'nlasl Alas 1 W« have no sympatbiiior, no 
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friend in this ooimtrj-, Tn whom slisll we go ? " The 
mother end the son eiubniGied onch other end shed tear® 
of despair. Jonml said. '• JTothet, where aie we to go 
in thb crisis ? ’'—and she nnswerod holpleaaly, “ Allah 
j® our only refugB. ^one other do t see. 
sought the old rninisWs advice end he said, after 
a moraont'fl paiiste, “ Your father, oh prinoe, 
had a groat friend. i* the ruler of a 

western country. Ets name is Ruhraj. Lonve the 
forest to-niuht end proceed towiinis hb dominions. Tar 
off from this pUco ia his eapitiil and you will hare to 
walk night and dn^y. I myself will introdnoe you to the 
Raja/* tLI. 1-92./ 

i 3 ) 

In ike afhit Fafht^r'tr 

They started at once and the fnithful ininister beoaiiw 
their guide im the wny. The pruus prayed for the 
welfare of the young wood-cutters, hi* play-fellow*, who 
held him daiiras their life- S he Begum wasi accnatotned 
to journey in Stato-pa Ian quin* nntl l*iinjam)t but now bud, 
in thia hour of great peril, to walk on foot, 
aho went a few pisoes and then i«it down lo lake rest i and 
slowly did they travel in this way so that they could reach 
the oapiml of the Brahmin liija on the s«v*-oth day. 

It was mid-day and they had hecomn quite cKhaustel 
with hunger and fatigue. Thu prince .lamal now with 
hi* mother and the miniator raacbnl the city of the 
Eoja. The place looked so beautiful that it appeared 
to them a» a land of fairies. At that hour the Baja 
wsi seated on a cushion in his private room. The 
young princp and the mhiister aaiulod liim as a mark 
of respect as they approached him. 

'Phe Raja wa±) struck hy the handsome figure of the 
youn^ boy and with a curious look enquired as to 
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whence he came and whoae son he was. Ho ended 
with the quoryt " What it is that has brought you here, 
boy ?" The old inimster burst into tears unable 
to control his feelings, and then slowly wiping them uway 
with bis hand ha thus Introduced the prince to the 
Rajii, “Alai Khan, tJewan of Baniachang was Tour High¬ 
ness' friend. This lad is hia son. Ho bos fallen Into a 
great distress and come to you for help. Lady ‘Fatema, 
his mother, b also boro, 3he has accompanied ua to 
this city. The boy’s uncle has become his enemy. 
Ho sent his ^Idiers to murder him a few days ago," 

When the liaja heard all, ho embraced young 
Jamal with great affection and gave him a seat imar 
hb own on the cushion. He ordered rich mealH for 
hb gueate: and hia men sprinkled rose-^water and 
aWir on the prince's person. 

A beautiful bungalow was raised in the outer apart- 
ment!4 for Fatemu iJibi and her son. The ohl miniater 
also lived with them. 

It lieoame a custom with young Jiunal to stroll in 
the southern port of the Raja's city every day for the 
suke of pleasure. .A lieiiutiful tank was there with 
landing ghati (in its four sides, made of marble. Over 
each of these ghitt gorgeous golden Hags lay unfurled, 
and the young prince was pleueed with the sight. He 
enjoyed all that ho saw, ntid tiius pleased with the city, 
he lived a happy life in bis now home. One day, be softly 
spoke Lhua to liia niotUiir, " I shall tcH you, oh good 
motfaur, of ray reMlve, f will go in tlio guise of a 
Fakir and visit Bautactiang. I must oeii my father’s 
kingdom with my eyes. Be kind, uh luy good mothor, 
to givu mo ]iiTmLuian.’' The mother wept and said, 
My cup of suiTufing has been full to tlra brim, 1 will 
nel court now qikjb. I will not liilow you to go In the 

01 
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city of our eoemies. I taro uo ambition, BAthor I WOuJd 
bo^ alms from door to door and live on tbom.'^ 

.T&raal Klmn said a good deal but bis argiunouta 
could not oonvinco bi# motbor. He could not flecura 
the permission inspito of his eagerness and solidtndOp 
Now, shortly after this, iho young prince came out 
of his house in the dead of night and with some of bia 
picked friends and play-fellows prooeodcd towsids the 
forest Haliahanp On ruaching the place he found that 
all the trees there hod been cut down, Langia iras now 
the master of the whole land. He Itad brought a host 
of lowpcaste labourore with him, who settled then). 
He had got 40 purds of rent-free land as his reward 
and he was liriug there wUh his people in prosperity. 
Arriring there, Jamal Khan the neighbouring 

localities all mode desolntc by the oppressions of Do wan 
Bulul Khan. The ryota wore found bewailing their lot 
in great despair. Dulnl Khan on some pretext 

or other, inprisoned their headmen. For arrearH of 
rent he very often poHsed capital sentence, killing the men 
himself with bia sword. They were often thrown into cages 
whore the Uuns were kept or into prison-houses where 
chillies weri burnt continually oreating a burning 
smoke which oUoked their hi oath Their beard was 
tied to posts mi that they could not moire their heads 
one way or the oilier. Wives and ruotbora of the ryots 
were brought to the DewanV place and insulted. They 
often fled in numbers from their imtlvo country, Inaving 
their Uou!*eAntf properly. (LI. 1-7k) 

( 0 > 

Kh4ii$ Mr qf BiinufirJfnnf^ 

Thi- prmca returned eiifl inrortiuid bm mother dE oil 
tbiit be eeou heurd* ti& wm tiow suctecu years 
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uld anil resolved to eequir* u Imlniug to tlie utt of war. 
He joioed tire wldiers and began to pracltue n/ith lii* 
shield and etiwd. In ihat kingdom of tlie Brahmin Kaja 
ho soon Rohioved feme for his clfvorijew in Uandliog 
weapon.^. When he ivas twenty' ho sonchi the permission 
of his mother one dar to go on a butiling excurifioii. "I 
am bound/’ he wiitU “for the Hamiln forest for hunting 
purposes. I hnve got a largo and well* 0(1 uipped oavalry 
with numerous foot •soldiers, horses and oiephanti, from 
the Eaja. Now do not. oh mother, stand in my- way/' 
Lady Kate ms tiegan to cry and she prayed to God that He 
might prolcet Die lad from all dangerB. He was the solo 
delight of her unfortunate life and waa like the prop of 
u blind person—her only stay. 

I'tow Jamal Khan, shortly after, alarted for Dm IlamUa 
forest with his army. Ho attacked the whole host of 
Lengm, kiUed many of tliem i and the rttt of hU people, 
almut I0,()n<l men, took fright and tied away. The prince 
got liOngTa arrested, and had him hound band and foot 
with iron chniiis. Now, he matched to the city of 
BaninvhAng The people of (bat large oity looked with 
euDosity at theni and wondered who might be tho young 
hero who come with Huuh 0 magnifloent array of elephants 
and cavalry. 

'Fhe prince applied whip to his noble steed, and through 
the dust mined by Its hoofs the people caught a glimpae ot 
him bright as the sun. But aa soon «ut they heard that it 
was their own prince Jamal who had come, they joined 
his army in a body and laid ^iego to the palace. Dewan 
Dulal Khan, the enemy, fled hy the back-door. 

So the young hero took posmesaion of bis father's 
dominions and sent a massage to tile old mlnlatcr at 
Dakahinbbflg. Be, besides, sent tho stately Tanjani of 
the palace to bring his mother back heme. Lady 
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■patonui canitt in due coursi*, and tUe J^rabinin Raja Dabca) 
was ri;*ht at wbat had taken |>la«!C. 

Jamal Khaii, our new' Da wan, began to rule the 
kiogdum judiciouflly, F^kir Faim says, “ In all tlteee 
afTnirs the Divine hand is to lie traced. Jamal Khan bad 
been but a Iwggar in the romat. But by Bis grace be 
noir liecniue a Dewan and see ako how Ids uncle behaved t 
Oh my chorus, sing thb Jdtce iiong keeping the time with 
your fe<!t> * ^our 1 will leave this topic and begin another. 
Many learnod people have oasembled to hear uiir song. 
Let me now sing the story of Adhud, (LI. 1-SO.) 

( 7 ) 

A (I km in Xore, 

llnja Duhraj had o daughter named Adhuu Sundari. 
The fairiea and nymphs of hoavon were rnthamed of 
themselves at the lieauty of this princess. When she 
opened her largo eyes and gazed at the nky, the sun hid 
itself behind the clouds in shame. She was the darling 
of her mother, and her five hrothers held her in groat 
affection. The couch %vhereon she slept was made of 
solid gold and sho chewed lieteln of the colour of rose as 
she reclined on her couch for rest. Her five aistors in'hiw 
with pretty iLair-oombs of mica bound her long hair 
into a chignon. One who beheld the glance of her Largo 
eyes, never cared to admire the dark clouds of the 
sky nor the dark waters of a river. She uaed to wew a 
muli Iransparsnt and white like the waters of the Gauges. 
No fairy, no nymph would dare stand near hor wbea she 
decked herself In her fine apparel. Whon she walked, her 
long hair almost kissed the ground and one who hod but 
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<mc® seen Ijet would never be able to forge t her m life. 
Youth had jusit dawnod on bet as &be wa« l^roly iixteeu. 
People said that in tlte ^^hole parffaua of DaksMubbiLg, 
there was not a lieeoud j^lrl as buHutIfu) at} she, 

Oooe Adbua went lo ihe ]>alace*garidcn to pluck 
llowersL She flaw JamaJ passing by the road bright aa 
Ihe moon. She admired hit manly form, and thought 
that there was not another young man h the whole 
world so handsome. She stood and gored at him. 
Each time she felt as if a thoueaud moan'lieamfl abone 
from the place. One—two—three daya passed in this 
way, All Lhis time she did not leare her bed. The 
Qve ststers'in'bw made enquiries: “Haro youj dear 
one, fallen in lory ? Who may be the person who has 
captured your young henrt If* The motheri father 
and the hre brothers made Idnd enquiries and tried to 
soothe her mind by sweet words. But she uttered 
not a word and remained in bed day and night, weeping 
all atone. Her mother often remained with her iu her 
room, but the love-sick daughter dreamt only of Jamal, while 
her mother made a hundred etiquiriea wUhoul knowing her 
mind. One morning she rose up and gathered the finest 
11 d wars from ihe garden. She wove them into a garland and 
than she ^vrole a sliort no to and wiped away her tears again 
and again while reading it heraelf- She oallod one of he^ 
maid-servants iuio her room and told her, boon, oh 
dear Swapan (fit.—a dreamj the name of the maid), I hare 
to ask of you, Fltiafle go to the city of Baniacbang with 
this garland and letter of mine. Qive them to Jamal 
Khan and toll him how much 1 ato suffering tor him." 
Swapitn departed and on the seventh day arrived 
at Ilaniachaag. The prince was riding a carriage 
drawn by (our horses, The maid interviewed him on 
the way. 
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Sliii saluted him and gave him the garland with the 
Itttler. Ho asketl lier a* to what it was that had made 
her travel all the Jtslanee from DaksInnbhAg and come to 
hb city. 

She said, Youf Hlghnefs, ! am a sUnger to you. 
Ill the country of Dakabinbhag there lives the fairdanwel 
Adhud. No fairy it a match for her i$t point of iMjaiily. 
She b indeed like a living dnmo ut the daivn of youU). 
She is deeply in love with Your Hightieia and has sent 
me to you with these tokeint. She has desired me to 
say that you lived lhare for eighteen years ; you have 
got a kingdom non- and forgot the country which gave 
you sheUcr at the time of your dJstresa. Indeed, men 
are so forgetful and cruel. Adhua requests you in her 
letter to pay a visit to Dakabinbhftg at least for a day 
and thus give her an opportimity of seeing you, Tltia 
garland she wove with the choicest flowers that grow 
In the gardvn-city of Bakahinhlmg. Kindly accept Ibb 
aa her present and read the letter. 

He read the letter and felt aa if he waa shot by an 
arrow. He divEnissed the maid with a few words and said 
nothing to bui mother nor to anybody else, hut stepped 
into his own private chamber all alone. (LI, 1-73.) 

( 8 ) 

T^e Inlerpieva, 

On the landing steps of the river lay the heantifnl 
pinnace of the Dewon on anchor. In the morning the 
yonug Bewan ordered the iKtatman to he ready for a 
trip to Dubaraja’s city. The wind was against the 
tide and carried the l>oat with all her sails onfurlcd 
in utmost speed, and Jamal Khan reached the landing 
ghai of the river facing Adhua’s residence in three days. 
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The boat was moored there and tJm yaung Dewiiu 
eeAtcd on the roof appeared resplendent ns the set). 

In the tDorpiling Adhnn (vith her innids vrent to 
the landing ffhtd for n hnth> Her Ato »i*ter!<‘in''l«w 
aovoinpAQted her, They Ulke<l and smiled guity on 
their way. Their long and curling hnir was scented 
with oiL Tltey lind euelt a golden pitdier in her liund. 
Some went in n playful gait, the weight nf the fresh 
charma on their persons malciug their steps gracefully 
slow. Some had Iheir hair Iwuitd into a knot, others with 
dishevelled hair, banging down In curls. One had a 
lieautiful garland of Champa Aowera iin her breast and 
another with eyes beaotihed hy the ttlnclc dye Jtajjai cast her 
quick glances around, atul all had red powder of luck that 
hrightcned their foreliHad. A maiden wore ii noist-helt 
from which the golden pemlanls made a inirry Bound. 
Some had silken robcH and others clothes that shone witli 
the colnuT of the aky, The darasHs gaily dres^d 
came to tlic bathing ^Aat. Amongst them there appeared 
Adbun an does the moon among her attendant stars, 
Siricken with love she looked thinner, hut still her 
beauty ahone like a spark of tire. Sho c&rcd not for her 
hair, which unooinhed, lind become knotted, Still her 
face looked fair as the mnoo. She stood on the landing 
tfhat and eaw the stately lioat ancliored there. On the 
roof sal Jamal who appeared like thceufi peoping from 
the cast at the dawn of the day, Flowers of various 
hue and size appeared in their full hloom from tbo 
banka of the river and over these hummed a hundred 
bees. From hia hoot Jamat looked at Adhua and was 
wooder-struck at her beauty, but ho concmled hi* 
emotion and ordered the iHiatman to ply their tiara and 
go homeward. Ou the eve of hb departure they had 
however exchanged mutual glances full of bve'a 
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message. And tbe bse thus left the flower before it 
could have the ideasure of a mere touch. 

When she returned home she could not suppress 
her emotiuiL It became apparent m her tears which 
she vainlj strove to hide The mother as usual made kind 
enquiries, but she gave no reply, and leaving her couch 
lay on the bam floor, brooding over some unknown grief. 
“ You are the darling ot ihe whole bouae, my daughter," 
said the sorrow ftil mother, '*hetd in groat affect ion hy 
your brothers. 'What can bo the roason of your ttorrow ? 
When your soft lips geuliy utter the word * mother' I feel 
thrice blessed. Tell me what ails you. Has any fairy cast 
her spell on you or did you see any bad dreum but night, 
my child? Do not let any unhappy thought weigh ou your 
mind, but tell me freely what it is that cauaes you 
paiji" ? 

Fakir Faisu says, ‘*Ko moLher, it is not on account 
of any fault of youn that your girl is grieving. She has 
loved,'—love is a great pain.'* (L. 1 * 60 .) 

( 0 ) 

The Proj>ot<if. 

What do you think the young Dewaa did, retumiug 
homo? He called his oid miuia ter to his pmeuoe «*nd 
said, ** Hers is this letter; oariy it personally to Haja 
Dubarnfa. Ho has a beautiful daughter fair as a nymph 
of heaven. Go to the court ot tbs Kaja and band 
over my tetter to him. Ton will flnt orally communicate 
my message and tell him, "Hindus and Mahammadans 
are the children of the same God. Frince Jamal K ha n 
oflars to marry Adbua—Tour Bigneim's daughter. I 
come with this message'’—saying so, deliver the 
letter,** 
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With the letter in band, the minister marchsd 
toward* DaJtabinbhftg. Ho went with a large number 
of followers, Mine of whom rodo eiephanfs and other* 
hone*. He took with him a number of valuable jewolo 
as dowry. It took him five days to reach the place. 
He presented himself at the Uiirbar of the lUja and 
having scented tbe letter wilh attar oommonicated 
the proposal rerbally, and respectfully banded tho letter 
over to biro. (U. 1-18.) 

( 10 ) 

ItuuU to tJii dfinWer, 

The Eaja was a Hindu and, besides, a Urahmin. As 
Boon as be heard the proposal, he burst forth into a 
terrible fit of anger and became like burning fire. 
Ha ordered tho public eiecutionerB to throw tbe old 
minister into a dark prison. He was kept there for a 
week with a heavy stone on his breast. A regular 
array o! ants was let lopae to plague him in bed. 

All hi* beard was plucked by force and he was medo 
to roll and whirl like a ball, being pushed from behind. 
One of hie ears was cut and hia body was soorcbed In 
several place* by means of hot iron. After seven days, he 
turned out of the city, being driven by the neck- 

Tbe roinlaler in that sorry plight reached Bnniaohang 
*nd related the story of his insult to the Dewan wiih tear* 
in his eyes- oouoluded by wying, “It i* for you, roy 
lord, that 1 have lost one of my ear# and l>een put to suoh 
grievoua insult in the presence of all." (U. 1 - 16 .) 

(U) 

He became Uke Ore, infiamed by wind at this report 
and ordered his army to bo ready for war. The soldiers 

ti 
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all erifid, Allah, Allah *' atid made pra^railotis for an 
expedition. The ciephantji and horses tfore gaudily 
capariaotied and the toldiora showed great eutbusutam 
arraod with their spears, arrows, swords and shields, 
lliey looked torfiblu M do'ith, as they marchoil on. 

The dmt raised by tbo hoots of horses created clouds 
in the sky. All who oUiroed any connection with Nabi 
assembled on this errand and they raised the war-cty, 
** Allah, Allah" wbioh, so to spook, rent the sky. The 
oitisADs wondered at the briUknae of the army, an (Jiey 
saw Jamnl Khan marching at ibo head of them mounL 
ing a noble steod. (U. 1-13.) 

( 12 ) 

The Tieo Broihert. 

Let us refer to the topics of Dttial Khan, brother of 
Alai, whom Jamal had driven from his ptufi. When 
his nephew took, the reins of administration tn bis own 
liands driving Diilal from ibe country, the latter turned 
a Fakir iind after (ravelling six months on foot reached 
the shrine of Mecca. He mot his older brother Alai 
in that sacred city and bowed to him with all humility. 
He actually cried when he thus gave an account of Kim. 
self: " Hear, my esteemed hrother, the tale of my woes 
caused by your wicked son, Qe has turned me out from 
our city and I am no better tlian a Fakir to day as you 
see. The subjeotii *bare taken fright at hia conduct. 
Ho does nnt spare the womankind in hU iweeptng 
oppression. There in his harem are to be ifcen old and 
young women of reapaetable families bound in iron-chains. 
There is no roan whose honour is safe in hts kingdom. 
Tou arc away from tho country and lire in Mecca 
letting such a son to reign in your place 1" 
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When ttie old UewaD beard all this he became w 
an^ that he could not speak for norae time- He 
accomftanied hie brother homeward and firnt came to 
BaakhinbhSg, the place where hi* friend Dubaraja 
reigned. The two friende met after a lone time and 
the?' embraced each other In great affection. Atat 
Khan asked ot him a report as to thfl conduct of hi» 
SOIL It should lie remembered that Ouharaja had, 
now, become an enemy to Jamal Khan. He gave a 
falM report, neatly cmiarmiog all that Dulal hod 
onid. 

Now, Alai Khan with hin friend the Raja, who led 
his VMt army, went bo lay siege to the city of Baiun> 
chang. It was a vast army looking like surging waves at 
a time when a oiorm hrealci. They looked manacmg and 
grand as they proceeded onwards with swords and 
abields,—with elephonta and hordes. 

Like two great streams rushing forth from cUffe end 
infernal regions and moetiug one another, the twfi 
armies met and stood tacing each other in 
a menacing altitude, iba army of Bankehung stood 
ready for fight and displayed a great entbuaiitsm. But 
when young Jamal came to know all, ho laid his shield 
and iword on the ground. He lofl the army and 
humbly walkoil to meet his father. Che father and the 
SOB tiioi in the open field* Thu old man became iirtjeused 
at the '*tght of Ilia son and looked like dry leaves that bad 
caught Are. Ho plontied to give brder for the Imniediato 
of the young hero. At his order, they hound 
Jamal hand and foot with hard iron'Chalns. His glory was 
eclipsed like that of the moon under the demooinc power 
of Rahu. Akl Khan, after this act. arrived at the 
oitv of Roniaohang. For seven da3fs Jaronl Khan was 
kept iii o dungeon with a heavy stone on his breast, 
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Helplea* 115 he waa. be cried tot the mercj of Qod, 

After soT»n day#, judsjmuat wae to be delivered 
on hitn^ 

Sucli ere the mysterious trays of Proridence. Let 
me describe the luctdcnb that followed. (LI, 1-53.) 

( 13 ) 

Tftf Conieufji of the M^HterioHS 

One would take full #it months to trarol oit fool 
from fJeniachuns* to Delhi- The mimnrcb of the great 
Empire resided in that great city, Prom there a letter 
came to the Dewan. But none could decipher its contents. 
Both the pages of the folia seemed blank, and tlie Dewan 
Alai Khan was at liLs wit'd end to make any meaning 
out of Iho message cemveyed by the mynt communication. 
The ministers and ol her ofiicere of the State eauh tried 
hia tieal, but none could dtscorer any alphabetical sign 
in the letter. Atas f who was the person that bad 
played such a decoption ! The penalty for not comply¬ 
ing with the royal order would be doatb What should 
they ROW do at this crisis ? The news spread in tho 
oity aad there was none there who had not tiearri it. It 
be^mo a gossip with the house-holdere and soldiers alike. 
Prince Jamal heard of it from the prison. He became 
curious to see the tetter and tfcnt one of the jaU-canstables 
to hie father asking him to ahow him the curioue 
document. .4!a1 Khan accompanted by his officers 
and frienda Jiiraaelf want to the priiion with tho letter. 

Tbe letter was handed to Jamal in the dark oell 
In which ho was, and a man wa.e sent to bring a light 
there. Jamal Kliatt, in the meantime, had opened 
the letter in the dark and held it before h» eyes. In dark* 
ness the ietten of I he epistle sparkled brilliantly and 
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Jaiti&l at OQCi; read aut iH}at(‘n1» before bi^ father. 
He aaid, “Ob my rovered father, the great Emperor 
waots HQ arm^ frum you. He wautn ttin tbouiand 
aoldierit and a good number of UorsM- HIh command 
ia that tritbin seven dnya the anny thoutd rejudi the 
city. XoR ootnplianue trith the orde» trill Hubjeot you 
and your children lo a sentence of death.'* 

Alnl Khan sra^iou the borna of a dilemniA at tbin ntage. 
*' Hovr can I go to the field within seven days P'' be 
thought within UUn^eU. *' But if I fail to carry out the 
order, the ri»k will Iw the low of life, inttioted on myself 
and on the whole family/' (LI. 1*34.) 

Jiia^t sfnt /o Jf'or, 

He jutked the roioMtenj and other oflioen to slate 
their opinions as to who should he sent to Dell)h Just 
at that moment Ruya Duharaja I bought, If Jamal he 
not sentenced to death by the Hewnn, there will lie no 
retribution at all. So far an I can ace, the fatlier'e affeelion 
may prevail and hu may be diwhargcii after a mockery 
of trial t Ihia b the opportune moment to send him to ilio 
fatal war," 

Thiuking thus he said lo Alai, ** Hy dear friend, 
why do you worry yourself on this point f Send Jamat 
with an army. He is skilled in the art of war and 
I am sure he will come book a victor." 

Alai approved of the suggestion and said to Jamal, 
“ i^ow d(»t thou go, oh Jamal, and save our family 
and ediildren/' 

He Ijowed to his father respectfally and hooame 
ready to go to Delhi at the head of an army to AghI for 
the Emperor. 


4t‘l 
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In tbe [oner iip^irtment tite Begum 5a(ieb& heArd 
the news. She was nCrBid Riid onlied her eon to het 
presence. Be came fuller equipped and dressed aa a 
soldier for bidding her ndieu. She said, ** AJaCt oh 
my eon—but ooalil not coniplete the uentence. Then 
controlling hereeir ehe eaid, ** Are you going to take 
leave of nte ? Oh. what words of consolation would 
you give to your poor mnUier nt this hour of parting ? 
Ton am the light of my eyes. How fihall 1 lire with’ 
out eetdug your face bright ae the moon,—without 
hearing your words sweet a$ honey.—without heariug 
that affectionate address ‘mother’ from your )ip ? 
A mother alone knows the pangs of a mother’e heart. 
How can others know that P If you go away whom 
shall 1 hare left in this world to call os mine owu ? 
I know not whose garden full of ripe fruits I destroyed 
or whom I robbed of wealth for which I hare 
. deeerved this sentence from Providence- When 1 shall 
rise in the morning liow shalJ I bear ilie long day 
without seeing your moon’like face hut once ? *' 

The lady lamented long in this strain. Jamal K.ban 
said alfcotionately. “ Bless me, oh mother, so that 1 may 
return victor from the Acid. ‘Ho not lament and cry 
at this hour.” 

The mulhor hieseed the brave child, and taking leave 
of her, Jamal started for the great city of the empire. 

(LI, 1-BO.) 


(tS) 


Lttffr h Adhva. 

Now listBU. oh brethren, to what happened to Adhua. 
On the way Jamal ordered his army to halt and take rest 


St'KAT JAS4AL ANU ADHV’A 


iia 

for u short time wid at thi* Interval he wrote a letter to 
Adhua wliioh ran lima 

'* I>o you, oh muiden, »tiU recollect poor Jamal ? 1 
ant (ummoneU to Usllii tor joining the vrar that » raging 
thara, Prolwibly I go never to coma hook to my native 
land. You are, I Jim sure, unHwiiTo of th». Surely you will 
feet a gap in your heart for me. Is It not ti pity that 1 
am not allowed to meet my love anil take the gift ol 
isweet lietel? from her iltjar hmida oven ones in my life ? 

I am now a Fnkir and leave my homo for ever. Adhua, 
my biitsrest grief i‘ that I tihall not aae your fwa 
bright aa the moon and never again ahall wa meet in Ufa. 
Great hopes had 1 that 1 would happy in life, 

aecuring you for my bride. But that i* nevet to be. 

1 could not peraonally taka a final leave of you, Thu 
grieves mo roost. But if, by tba grace of God. I over 
return to my country I shall do all in my power to gat 
royself unitk with you in wedlock.** 

Ho closed the letter and wiped away hia teavi that 
had sprung from hU eyas. He took off the diamond- 
ring from his finger and simfc it along with the letter to 

Adhua, 

With hu tenthoasand men, ho next proooeded toward* 
Delhi Ho saw many had signs on the way. On the left 
aide, some one sneested aa he storted. A fly blown by 
the wind lal on hia eye-lid, Hii noble wni^hniw alumhled 
and got a hurt in the leg'. He saw wood-men cariying 
loads on the way and aa ho turned bank, he heard the 
cry three time*, 'Stop, stop, stop.' At this point ha saw a 
corpse being borne on the shoulders of men for orenmUon, 
It appeared to him that some one was lamenting in the 
air as he want en- All these omens were observed and 
h® became pensive and sad, and weopmg prayed to Allah 
to save him from all trouble and danger. (IjI. 
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( 10 ) 

Thi- Tragical 

One^two—three luanthft p4iMed, after whieh a letter 
cjame from the Emperor of Delhi. It contained the wd 
nein^ Of Jatniil's dratb- Ail the ohl AfTeation for the oliild 
returned to the Dewan at the and he fell doim on 

the bare door at ruck hj grief and looked Like a hanaiia 
plant blown down by a November atorra. When rwetored 
to connaioiiBnesa he began to ory and Ibe Uiiw and other 
offiocm shared hie great grief. The whole oit? 
Baniachang mourned the loss of their beloved prince. 
Even the elephants and horses of the stall shed ailent 
tean ; and the birds that lived in the foreet or 0ew in 
the sky, stopped their gay notes for a timOi ttanned 
by grief. The flower*women lamented loudly. For 
whom, alas, would they weave garlands of flowers ? 
Loud lamentAtioos were heard throughout the great 
city. And Fuizu Fakir, the poal, lays, “ Don't grieve, oh 
citizens, but pray to God to restore peace to your mind.*' 

When the dire news reached the inner apartmente of 
the palace, Fatema Bihi fell senseless on the ground. The 
attending maids nursed her, hut it was of no avail; for, 
on the third day she expired. 

Dewao Alai wan lamenting over the Bugum's dead 
body when the old minister datne them and told him the 
whole history of his son's case. He said, ** It ts throi^h 
your fault that you have brought ruin upoo you." And 
then he related how, after the Dewan had gone to Mecca, 
Dalai Khan became an enemy of bis son and sent ten 
tboofiand muo headed by Lengrft with orders to bury 
Jamal Khan and the Begutn alive. Hew they escitped 
death by the grace of God and how, like a hi^ar of the 
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fttroet, Jam&l went to Dokahinbhftg: Impioring the Roja'a 
raeroy with ttiars in his ayas j how he spaiil yoars iu the 
oity of Duhanija ; how he destroyed the town founded by 
Lengrh in the H&niila forest, and how he fought a bard 
tMtilo and ovontuuliy he rcucvereni htw lost kiagdom ; 
how Ditbamja's daughter A,dhua, a luaiden fair whoao 
tieauty pui to shame tliat of any fairy, got enamoured 
of him ami liermslf first otlered her love to the 
prince without his seeking it t how the otd minister 
liimsdir went to the court of the Ka|a with a propoeat 
of marriage; how at his ordera lii’ police-stall 
arrestefl him and out i>(f one ut his ears and iusulted 
him in various ways, and how owing to this 
proposal the liaja got iuceoaed at ilainal Khan, turned 
his enemy and advised the Dewan to send him to hatl]e> 

The old Uflwan's wrath kindled tike fire on hearing 
the story and his grief for his aon'i death increased 
tenfold. He nailed his genemls and ordered them to 
bring the Ilsja to him, bound hand and foot, in the course 
of the uigbt. HU order wivs fire ii to be set on his otiy 
and the oitiseua are to lie indUcriminately killed, their 
dead bodies rolling in blood are to lie thrown into river; 
no house, no tree of that, city U to spared; a regular 
river of blood should flow' there, striking terror Into the 
hearts of all.** 

The army naturally dtdighled In war and all martial 
operations went on in full speed, like fire while buroing a 
forest. (U, 

( 17 } 

Poor Adhua 

Wlial did the princess Adbuft do when shu reocivod 
Jamara letter? She hasUnied to the temple of Chandi 
and wipeil it by her lluwing liatr. Her attending 
f|3 
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iiiaids cQiide prepnratioii!! for worship, Rico dried with 
the rnyK of Ihe ttun, cl[irifliid btilter, hotnAtina ititil 9iixar, 
sandal and retinilbti and otbtir articles wore Itrougltt in 
plenty. Shw sal Jan worshipful altitude before CUandi (lud 
prayed to Iier iJtie n devotee, dust at that hour the nrmy 
of the riewnti re;udied Unkshintihiili*. They seizod the 
person of the Rnjn and drugged the priiiceyi out from 
tbe temple. In the morning they reached the city 
of liiiinaoJiang ivitli the captives. In tJiu wny she 
heard losid liuneuttitiona near the city and learnt that 
ifamni had heea killed in the haltle. Under her thick 
cnrlitig hair she had hidden n sm&U Ikji of poison. 

She opened il now .. 

They brought Ivor out from inside the palanquin 
at the order of the Do wan. The Oewan mid, " KerumuMa 
i» tlie groom nf my horees. AdhuS must !» married 
to him. .My grief will he nsauaged by this inault/' 
They dragged her out by bar long hair hut found her 
unconscious by the effiaci of tho pui^n. Her long and 
curling hnir lay there besmeared with dust. She looked 
like tbo full moon, come down from heaven to the 
earth. 'I'be Dewnn's heart hurst in grief at the sight 
of the beautiful princess and the memory of his 
Inst son grew afresh in his mind. He shut a letter 
hound to the curling locks of (he maiden. Alas I it 
WOK the otic Jamal Khan had written on the eve 
of his clepartiire. Ha alifo saw the tiianiond-rjag of his 
Hun on a finger of the girl. ” flow could she 
the ring uf rny wjh ?"—he wntidenutl. Then Alai 
brought hb friend Duharaja to liU presence and relittH] 
all that had lmp]>enod. The Iwo friendH Ijeoama 
once more uiiiti^l in common grief »od cried embracing 
one another. Until bad Imt Duiir children and both 
won' stupefied by grief, 
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Tho old Dcirai) catlod liui brother TJulsl to hiiM and 
said. “ You wish io W th*.* permanout Dowan: well 
and good w be what you wished ; I sIjaU again leave this 
(ilMie and turn tho Fakir that I was. I shall never 
a^aiD eoTDB to Baniatihnng. Tl)i‘ grief (or niy sou Is 
vonBuming me like fire.'* 

Hu took leave of bis minisUT and other ofluiers and 
turned a Fakir, bound again (nr the holy city of Mecca. 
Th® roiriBtcPS and other officer silently wept and tho 
inbnhilnnta of tiie whole kingdom wore mergoil In grief 
at the reniitiowtion of the Bewan; in the (oroat the 
birds lamented by their warbleej an<l the tears of the 
fish Were merged in the river i the slaves striick their 
heads with their hands os a mark of sorrow ; the people 
of the city sal stujwfled with their heads bunt dowinvard 
And wept. 

Bubaraja who was sueh an orthtwlox Brahmin, turned 
a Mahomedan convert, and started for Mecca. 

The ministers ond oMcerex as they saw the two friends 
start for Mecca o#two Fakirs, were .struct with vehement 
grief. "Alaa, oIm.” they said, "behold the Do wan 
of nn Empire goes away like a stroot-beggor 1 ” 

Faizu Fakir fiavB, ‘‘What is the good of all (luise 
lamentations? Allah ha.s written «ith hia own hand 
the luck of each man—what he will do and what he 

fjL_Rud this is unalterable. Take tho name of 

Allftb, my friend#, for my story ends betn. This wi>rld 
is vain ; the name of Allah alone is true.” (Id. 1-64.) 
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TREFACB TO DKWAN FIROJ KOAN, 

Tie name of lb« author of this ballnd U uot 
knovo, tboURh there cnti bn no doubt that be eras a 
Mubammadai}. 

The iiamo o( Firoj Khan dws out occur jo (be 
getie&lDgknl two of the TJewan^, au far as it hna bwn 
aTaUttbJe to us. As I find it to be the hmo in tnany of 
(be«e ballntle, 1 am eotiTlnred that Ibe MubamoiadMi 
chiefs generaJly adopted dlgniBed classical nAttiea on 
asBUining Ibe reins of admbistretIocL. 

Their more popular names, however, are to be 
found in the bnllnds, And there can 1>» no tfueatloQ 
that tbii ballad, like some others about the 
Dewana of Jangalbari, ambodire a good deal of bisbriual 
facts. 

Firoj Kban probnbiy was one of lahn Khan's grandsons, 
he caimat be further nomorod from iho great chief. 
As will be seen from the gcni^ogioal tree and the State' 
tccorda of the Dewune, tlie pntperty was afterwards 
dbided amongst numerous soions of the famti; and ibe 
later Sewami, w‘ho were mere landlords of tomo status, 
could scarcely tbbk of flghiJtig with the Entpererof 
I>elhi for independence. 
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Firoj Khnn, as appears from the lialliul, wa* a daring 
chief iriLit his head full of notions of the gSories of his 
ancestors. Hti was a lineal dcfioendant of lotaa Khan and 
occupied his gadi in fulLQedged power and glory. We 
find it diatincUy mentioned that *' be was bom in the 
family a! Isha Khan." Such a referencd would not he 
consintent, if he were a son of ‘ the illustrious founder 
of the family. 

Isha Khan had two sons^—Afuslm Ebon and Muhammad 
Khnti, ^flIsha Khan had a son named Moehum Khan and 

T 

Muhammad KhanN son was &i!u Mahainmad. For reasoni 
already stilted, we are reluctant to go down beyond the 
latter two names tor finding out Piroj Khan in the 
genealogy of the Dewaris, The genealogy of the Dewsn- 
family suppliHl to ue is neither exhauEtire nor very 
accurate. We have elnewhere found the names of not 
only Abdul Khan as non of Isha Khan hut of Adsm and 
Riram, his two non* bj bis queen Soiinmani^he Hindu 
princess of Sripur. Kellaiajpur waa a seat of another line 
of Do wans who probably came from the north>wMt and 
represented genuine Moslem blood. The raat field known 
as the KiiUotajpur Mnftlan lies to the south of Netmkona, 
on the rirer Fatkhora, Traces of the ditch and bricks of 
the old palace are still to be found In this tract of land. 

Chamlrnhumar colteoled thU baltnd from three singers 
— (1) Sayabali Gayeo of Fajilpur, (2) Sadlr QsLjcn of 
Cbandratalaand (3) Hahaman Gayen of Katiktiali. He got 
A portion of it from nn old liltnd Fakir who iwgged alms 
from dour to door and eami^d his living by singing. The 
ahoTo three einuers were the pupils of the famous Ajib 
Qayen of Kahlchnndmpur in Pergana Nnslr'U'jial. But the 
name of Jogir Gayen of Baraibari Jt^tala In Percmnn 
Susnng, from whom A jim bad learnt the tiatlad isstill famous 
in the country side as a singer of unoommon power. There 
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b ftiiothdr singer nim*nl MwfUii Bvftpnr! who 
nnotht^r version of the liallml which i-Kividently rlf^tori&d. 
He hfv* Introduced itiuoh of the old folk*olBmHnt in it 
*tid de'tcribvd Snkhitiii ha dstHtinjj ^ilh » fllub, 00 mHVind* 
tn wokht nnd performing other miroolo* liko a Bmid 
prioiit or n Tiihtrlk SiddtiA. 

The hnllad keep iip a sustnined interfist, though it 
b not cb&racteriKed by much poetry. Th« lin^t scene 
redeem;! tbe prwwiio norration of the preceding canto* 
fttjd gives the whole song an almost epic gmndeiir. 
&tkhWs enthuehwtic hopes of giving a reception to 
her lord on hb return from ihr hattle-ftcld ns a vlotor, 
(ire smothered by the cruel tidings which Daria com- 
tnnnicatcs to her after some hesitation. But she twars 
thedire new»o! her husband being taken ns a captive with 
the patience of a saint and her incessant fight in the field 
for 30 hourit, dreissod in man's attire, choirs more than 
her marlinl skill and bravery—the supreme triumph of 
Ime. Bui It woman's heart, however strong, has a 
vulnerahh' point, and thorn sho would scarcely bo able 
to support herself even if the stroke hr aa soft a* that 
of a flower. Rbe who could fight like a Itones* for a ful! 
day and night in the face of grim death roaring from 
the mouth of the auetny'a cannon in tSie hop« of rescuing 
her husband, nml «aa looked upm liy Wfinda and foes 
alike to Im indomitable in ihe field, dies of failnre 
of heart, when tbn nuwiwmger wmes running nml 
shows her the letter of divoiro by wliich her lord hull 
brought nn m amicable sfltllemeut with tba onomy. 
She oiilv p'Uises! for a moment to Inok iit llie se il and 

signiiture of bt'f biiihamUo Iw too sure of it. ami ilien 

drops dew 0 (lend on the spot. 

The Imtliul riifers lo facts which eccurred in the 
iBtter part nf Um Ifttb wmittry nml miint hnve 
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been ortginaLljr coiQpoB«d not mucb later than that 
time. 

Tbe ballad of Firqj Khan ifl complete in 238 line:. 


Firoj Khan Dewan. 

( I ) 

In rat of all obaiKanco to Allali. Let us next nAirato 
the bialor^ of JaogaltiarL 

The founder of the fumily "win GajdiiRi i^lio 

wna ao powerful thot within bta juriadlotion liijora uod 
buffaUoea drank from the same fpantatn without daring 
to q^uarri’l with one Another, 

In bia court Pira, Pakin and actaoLiirty Brabmtna 
daitj aaaemblod and discuased learned subjecta. He 
made amoU flguree of elephant plated with gold and diatri' 
huted them amoiiigat Biabmina. For this he was 
popularly called Gajdaiii or elephanta." 

Heated were the diacnaaions that took plaoe in biti court 
between the Muhammadan and firnhmtn seholare. 
Aj a ceauit of this oondnued diaeonraea the Dowan’a 
mind waa purged of all eril thoughts, and gradually the 
right sense dawned on him; he gare up his infidel foith 
and turned a Muhammadan. 

Kalidile GajdAni had two sons,—of these two, I shall 
relate to you the story of tsha Khan. He resulted 
against the Emperor of Delhi who sent an army against 
him. Who was there so powi^rfui as conld cope with 
the toy el army P leha Khan was defeated at Dou} 
Ghat. Ho crossed the Jayantia hills atid fied. The 
army of the Emperor pursued him. They could not 
overtake him as he took refuge In the dense woods, and 
he then went upstream and landed at JangalbarL In 
that city two brothers, Ram and Ltksman, niled at 
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Lhut lime. Khfiu mw wejit df>wii stieciin and Laid 

to tiapUaJ vritb jib fDriMj. ilm iWi} broUvi^r^ 

Und txom iltB cuty^ which li^ha ^Ijilii coiniuercd. Thefo 
ttiu liiinUy liw^nie autUed, And I will lierti 

n^iatb lo you the history of Jun^albari foundrd by 
laJiti Khiiu. Gre^ht wrc^JiUora ^jJtrue from difFerenl 
uomiirie^ aikd l>owcd tUdr (o lahu KJmii wilU wliuni 
im uDi? eoutd copB in ihc ^Lrun^Lh of iib armri. Ue 
iiJiriJtijiUrecl fiiriiy of land Ehcrti' iiiid hitih a city 
ou die t>lol. Uo bad many mnktf dug in \m oily 

willi ^haU niadu of In Utu hungu|ow-i 

with twelTH gateways tlu^t be buiU, the door^ woro placed 
wdh ituld, TUo viriudoWii, big and hiimiH r«piirklud ifl the 
:^uji an ibi ray.'^ woru roJluefc^t on tbit giioisorf. Indord llie 
oily with iu ^miJtug Ihnvtirr* gar dens [uokud ]|ko fairy 
land. Iliu hous^^ wero LM[iiip}ied wHb cry^Uil idUnrst 
atid ^uld wita used iu hueb girofui^ioii in tbe huildiiign that 
llitsy $hojiii with ^jdeiiilour from uverj eorimr- From 
the lopa nf tho liaitso^ Wn^ed piciiire^^ijuo lIug.H decorated 
with golden eni broidery, mid Inajie sUircjiisa^ were 
all tiuilt With Intone* The cily s\mm as the iinoop« and 
the Gewaii rated the cuuiiiry from im umgEiJheeut j^alace. 

Firtij Kheu was a wimi Of tins distingubbe^l family, 
llh fame ii ad spread fnr and aide. Ouo day hia laarnod 
courtier^ sat round lifnt in hjsi bungalow with twelve 
gate* IT ay His [niniaLers and high ofGcftsrs were there« 
And he nddrei'ited Mieai thus : At iwury stage of my 
life mn 1 remiuded of my glorious ancestors who had 
fought with ilia iJeihi Emperor-^. The of the 

Dewjin raiiulyi Inhw Klmiii was so [mwerful that eTou the 
Eiivpcror of Delhi eoutd not oi^jio iritli htm. f cannot 
forcet for a muinerii that t am bis doscNondniit, Koit 
hear mu, my otHu+ what J Jmve rH^uheil to do. God 
Ahnighly bus created mo. It h ilo who has me to 
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Jnn^nlhari. Util 1 hnvtt uti tan;* kept mj plnce ii$ Duwittt 
by tit!fjdmE* hiUf ui tbe rurunut*^ thut I galW from iny 
ttubjttotif to Delhi evury year* 1 <l*i jmt to return my 
Uuwiinghip un tucli a bumiliutiiij^ cuudittOD,- Xuv listctt 
tu wlmt 1 burn beoii tbmkmg of tu t»y inimi. 1 will 
hi’uoefnrili c«am seiiding reroime to Delhi. I will tio 
lunger Httend the Durlwr of the Kmperur. Let iht' 
urmy of the J^niporor do whatever they like. 1 will fight 
by Ibe will of t:hi4 und 1 nm roady to ooort death if 
indeed that ie the luck to wbiob 1 am doomed. This 
is my resolve. 1 wlU myself catl death to uty doorf).'’ 

•Tuift as lie bud thiinbed hk nddreistt, u mitid-tietTatit 
came Cram the inner apirtmeiiL She ^aid, ** Your 
Hlglmeas’ mother, tliu old queen, winbee yott to see her 
i 111 mediately,’' The nmid-Rorvant after conveying this 
jiieMuge nuluted the Devruij and atood iiwailtng bk 
reply. 

The Dowan eald to bk ofQcera, " lUy mother has tent 
fur ntp, eo let the Durbar close to-day ; I will settle 
everything tC'morruw." (U, 1-88.) 

( ^ } 

Saying so, tlio Dewan entered the Inner apartment 
and WHS tnutaoLly in the presence ol hu toother. The 
maid-suTvanta offered the Dewan uool dr Juki of aweec 
^^harba^t lie drank and wuh refreshed and then reptHpd 
himself at his ease on a cushion. The maid-servants with 
fans decorated with mica fanned him and the moiher garttl 
at his handaotne perum bright as the moan reclming 
on Ibe cuuoh, and she took pride in bk uiaiiiy fcaturm. 
'I'hp Devrau Kiluted bis mother and said, ** What 
k it, good iiiuiher, that made you send for me ?’* 
8ha alowly said, “ Do not lie cruel, dear eon, to your 
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oW PMHn^, A;» often aa I see your face, 1 feel a pain In 
my Jieart wlitch is noi to Iw removed lUttiL you oonsent 
to many, Ycm are non in yonf full youth bui you 
any that you will not mairyi Will you not aemply with 
my rt<(Kiatod reij^iiesia ? My day it on earth are abort, 
and t may soon to my grave, \tjr ardent wisbee 
will lit? ftitnlltKl if [ Cfin sen the taoo of a lieantiful 
(taughterdu'law in thia palnco before my death/* 

Thu Dewall Hstened to Ihu words of hit mother with 
every mark of reaped but said, ** Can you feel, oh motbur, 
what a pain I btjjir in my heart ? TJvu chief man of our 
family was Isha Rhan with whom the troops of Delhi 
could not cope. Tim Emperor honoured him lieoause 
he vrm h hero who could not In? euhdued oven by his 
moat vnloroua genera la. In our illiiHtrioua family 
many a hero was bom in the past. Now, hear my 
resolve. I wlU live an unmarried life. Day and 
night the thoughta of my State nm uppermost in mj 
mind, I have resolved not to send revenues to the Delhi 
Emperor any more. 1 will no more attend the Emperor's 
Durbar.'* 

When the motlicr heiird thn wurds of tier son, she 
was AlTUck with fear am! sorrow and solicitously entreated 
him to change his mind. 

Meantime, when the mother and son wore engaged 
in serious talk, a piclure'Selter came there A maid- 
servant oiTured hur a seat in the room. She opened her 
chc^t full of pictures and the maids stood surrounding 
her, when the pictures were hmUgbi out one after 
another. The old queen asked her mn to purchase 
a good one, oSering to pay the price herself, Th« 
Dewan looked into the pictures and selected one. He 
was ovideutly struck with U and asked tlm woman, 
■* Whal fairy of Behest » so beautiful ? Will you pray 
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t«U tne whose |ictwre is this? 1 haTe seen piotujveo^f 
fairies whose colour is ell critason wid Ihoae whoso 
colour is beautiful bluvt end ia fact, the whole host 
of thoee who dwell in the fairy land, but 1 oeret 
(saw A fairy like this ? Where does she live ? Wlio, 
alas, is her fortunate mate ? " The pioture-aellor smiled 
and said, *' Listen iu me, ray young prince, she i* not 
a fairy. She ie iho dau;jhlor of Omer Kbeu, Dewan 
of KeUa-Tajpur. She in n grown-up girl hut is not yet 
married. She will marry if ehe gets n ffroom after her 
choice/' 

Firoj Khan seleoieil this picture and kept U. When 
the woman wanU'd tint price, the old nuetm wai? so very 
pteaaed that she pri*'«jnted her with her own tteokhiee. 
't'he pieturC'MiUer w'lut right glad and lock betels from 
the tjueen's handK nlang with the necklacti and departed 
saluting her. (LI. 1-70.) 

( 3 } 

Ctorws.—The river of love went upatreani and with 
it hia mind." 

The Dewan kept Uie picture with his mother and 
went to hi» own room. He reclined upon his couch 
and thought within himself, I never saw a woman 
of such eitjuisite tHNiuty. There is none amongst the 
mortals to match thLi ilgure. ft seems that Qod* 
Almtgiity sat in n lonely place and lustawcd His whole 
thought in mtideliini her lovdy form ; tier limbs are 
fair and round ns if worked out by the Hnest chisel. 
The colour has* I he glow of a ripe hnnaaa and at this 
dawn of youth her face iooks like a water-lily. If 
one sees her hut once, one's eyas are charmed. Yet it 
is hut a likeness. I wonder how the figure itaeir would 
look I My mind, it ssoms, is tosing its balance, and 
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r c&nnot ihink of atirLblu^ Who in the fartaaat« 

one for whom God lin* creAtoft fhtit HwtNat 

F[roj Khnn boofime thut; nh^orfioJ In urild and ritmanUe 
thou|;1its and ^rarod not to nttrnd hi« admmistFativo 
duties. Tho minister* nnd other officers could not make 
out the re»J«>n of thi" rhitnirp. The Dn'^an neither ttwk 
his hath nor his meHls in proper time. Them was 
ovidentlT Komethim^ Mrrons; in his head, MaantirnR tliF‘ 
revenue duo to ftelhi fell into armars. The minlnter coiled 
on him and atntUAintedi him with thn and oLhitr importunt 
affairs of the State, Tho DfiUmti mud, Hear me, nh mv 
trusted olheers, the poiritioi] that I hold hasi no mum rdt 
cbarm for me. ! want to lake leave for some time, You 
am to act in my plnoe during my ubmoce. Govern the 
country woH and justly. I slmU lie .'ihsont for a little 
while and go on m hunting excuraion.” 

The Dewan, shortly after this, saw his mother and 
asked leave of her. ‘*I am gomz iiwa>%" ho said, ‘*for 
bunting and ehall ho alisent fur a short while. The foroet 
of Sonakandi is th« abotlo rtf wild beasts, Larsm tfgem 
and beam inhfst these woods anil ovary year make a havoc 
amongst rny subjects in the locality. The peupfe there 
are in a coiiatiiiit Hlate of alarm and many have deserted 
their homes in fear, 'I’he wild biiflatoefl of tile place arc 
no lets ferootoua and they al u kill my men every uow 
and then My heart m«]t$ in cumpikMtnn for my poor 
siibjeetA, and I ani determiofsl to save them fntirp their 
danger, I have come to you to ask your permission to iei 
out with I his object fur Sonakandi.*' Tlio mother wept and 
said, ** How can I live, dour son, without you in this palace ? 
You ant the candle nf my hnusc and the light of my eyes. 
The whole world will appear dark to me during your 
abaence from homo.*' Saying so, aho wiped away her 
growing lean. She proparvd meals with five currlea with 
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litir own 1ti*nd nnd fifTt:ction«k'Iy sftrvrd him on tho «vi* of 
his departure. 

Firoj Khan with his Jtmiy.—Tlie 'lu^l ral^l hr 

tho hoofs of hors*-'! fore n’t! ihft sky, 'Ilio soldier* were 
rnaildcriHd by unt]iuslii!»)n tn the prosp*^ct nf n chase and 
the Seivaa pilche*! Iiii; tents at n pl'ice near the dowii- 
stroam of the rivtr [[owini* in the locality, lie ImJteil 
nt thn foreet'sidt! for pome daj'. But liuntinj^ was n 
mere pretext. Hu wa.>i plimiiiut; to visit tlie city of 
Kella^Tajpur all tho while and lyiuld not for a time 
sett to whnt priith he would follow tt> reach t hat city. 
Ue ralloil his Fuujdi-r (^iioral} onn day and said to hinu 
“ Stay here for twonty-four hnura. I vrill go awiiy and 
will he alwent fur one full tiny and night.” The Foujder 
saluted him and departed, Mow the Dcwati wa* thinking 
of nothinif else excepting Bakhinn—the daughter of the 
Tajpnr Dewan, In th« mid night he disguised himself 
as a Eakir with Da6panjo(?l in his hontis ijedttlng a fakir; 
he proceeded on hi* way counting liio wcr«l beada. He 
witlked with u great speed, journeying in tliree hour* what 
in nomin) state would take twelTo houn to travel. Thus 
dill he rt!aoh the city of KelSiVr-Tftjpur in the shortest time 
and take IiIh seal under a tree, reciting the name of Alleii 
like a true Fakir. 

The iicoplfl who had been going by the road were 
attracted by tbe appearance of the Fakir and sat surround¬ 
ing him under the tree. Some of them waoted medicine 
for the discasrs they suffered from; «ome atrotched their 
hands before him balioving that the Fakir knew anmetbing 
nf palmistry. Some wanted him to examine their forehead 
ami foretell wha) woe written in their luck ; otbora, who 
were childlese, prayed for using bia miractilourt powera no 
that they might get children, and promtaed him tinni nr 
religious gifts a» reward, Othera again abused him aayliig 

US 
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timt ho was a ro^u iiuder thv gutsu of a Fakir. Sotne 
took com pans iiiu on lum and spokv MiTvotiotiatoly rogrettiog 
thill in his ofu-ly jroutb Wo hnd cot off all ties with the 
world and liinicd a Fakir, Thojr wanted to kDow what wan 
the Itouhle or disopfMuitniunt thul had made him so 
disgusteil with tha ii'orld Umt ho AlinnduiiBd it in early^ 
j'outh. 

Outer Ivhnu, the Uewiiu, rukal over that place with hit 
mini-tters and ofRcors. Sakhina was hb daughter, whose 
beauty' dnKzU'i] nil oyeji, and altraoleil by vhloh uiEtny 
princes and wn^ of Nnivalts had ooiin! there seeking li;*r 
hands. Bnt she choiio iioiio of tiiofu and they went away 
disappoittioil. It was ihr pichin^ nf this Sakhimt that hml 
tamed the hufid of Firoj Khnn who oamo ihsre stniok 
by her boiinty, luaviug h[» capitnl. 

At tills time iJowqii Omar hnd fallen rery seriously ill. 
Alauy a physicku and Fakir fiiileil t<j gke him relief, 
though they hiul tried their best. The Uewau lieard of 
the young Fakir and sent lor him. HTben Firo] Khati 
icccivtfd thU iiiTitalicm he wait or«rjoyed at the oppur> 
tunlty thus given him lor entering tho lUeivan^e haroia, 
Fakin und Uarbeshmi wore oupposed not to know the wily 
ways of the world and had free iiccoes tn Zeonnn. 

Sakhtua sat on the landing eteps nl the tank within 
the palace when Fitoj Khan went thitimr rrapondlng to 
the Dewatre osll. She was busy washing the red dye 
from her bnsly feet. Her form reflected tn the tank 
«]mrk1ed like the mooalwams on the waters. Ho at once 
rcoognisad tho maiden w‘hoin he had seen in the plciuro. 
** ilui Ihe real h as ramute from lha picture as hauveu 
is front niirth," be thought. It is not in the power of 
tui arlieL to draw b«r eiuivt Uketitus.' Her bunuty scented 
like n lorcly stream llowiug down on nil tiides with its 
playful charms. Whoa the young Fakir hod come near 
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the Imthiiiis Sakhinii tnrnfrt Iwick hhH Ijt'heH Wm, 
*<Ah me.” «he thrtujhJ, ” wlmt pity tim* tlife ymiiig^ 
mfui has rewiunced tli« wnrtd anJ tiimwl Pnkir -vod 
loft eo chatice for tny niiklnK n choice 1" She ft* 

him with her ittsatinte ejeft. 

The maiden came up to him malanily mid salutetl him 
with Ihtj reapectfiil foldini: of Imiule ns wiw tK'c'>roiiif; ijwtore 
H Fakir and said. ” IVU me, oh ymmst Fakir, who yon nw t 
Whftt cUsJippointment did yon suffer in life thnt has made 
yoa mitoff all worldly ties nml tarn a Fakir ? Where was 
seen ji person ef yoitt lendurH^e. whoever luruecl n Fnkir ? 
My heart mnlU in compassion for yon. How could your 
parents allow you to twive home in this ^vay ? 1 w'oiider 

l!mt timy dill not (olhiw your track witli the simod of s 
Idl'd I Why is i1 that you hnvn entered our harem r ” 
Tiroj Khiiii said in reply, ’'Ycrtr estuemwi father, *di 
maiden, is seriously III. He *ml for ■«» and 1 am heis» to 
try to cure him. It Is liy Ittflk, fair mahinii, that som» 
pt^opla Wfirau kluc?*: my himhle lot is to he a Ffikir, 
jto von MO I travid frum one eonutry to nnolher a* siieih. 

Soyinsi so hu entered the hall whera the Duwan Dmer 
Khan lay in hU lied. Hr uavh him a pharmid ioPkoi. 
Firoj Khnn, after <Ilia, joinull Ids army ami shortly aftor 
returned bomo. (Ll 

nr 

After cominj; hack ho Iwcrnne ji lortr of eoUtude. He 
indolgpil in n» wrU of n-verios alwiit live maiden Sakhiiui. 
Hu neither attunded the Durlior nor did lib diitina m 
Dewan anil hardly eamw out of hb private oliamhoi. One 
dnv ha calh’d the maid'-'H-rvant Daria to hb prtrsenee, 
Daria was a youu" uirl of a livoly tumpflmmont and looked 
bright with her smile when she She wotv* mi her 

frol ankleb of an artistic pattmu call llio ‘ ItakmiU ' and a 
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TKMrklau'e wUtoti. in the countryside they called 'Haali ^ 
Her steps weny itfraceful ntid pIiv often laughed ’without a 
cause. 3he asked tlie Duwan as in what wiva the matter 
with him that he looked pnle. " AVLat a pityi" she said, 
" that insects are already at work in such ftuo green 
b«mbu<i-shrulfti 1 If your lonkltip is willing to marry, I 
will tr'irel all over the world fcoJind ^ lovely hrideforyou. 
You have now stepped into youth, why should you thus 
deceive your own miiKt and doprive yourself of the 
pleasures which H ts fit in thn nature of things for you 
to enjqy"? 

When the merry slave-girl thus delivered herself. 
Firoj Khan slowly said in reply, ** Hear me, Daria. I 
si Q{.^ rely believe Hmt there b none Jn the world who 
sympathises with me more than you do, J have 
known you from chtidliood and 1 nan place alisoluta 
confidence in you. I nm going tn open my tniitd to 
you to-day, I am feeling extremely mlierttble over the 
thnught of my marriage. If you can help me to the 
attainnieut of my object I will reward 3^011 wull, I will 
ruysclf choose a good liridegroom for you and give you 
five maid-«ervante to wait upon you and minister to 
your comforts. 

“Yon are to go from here to Sella-^Tajpur in the 
guiee of a pictnre^Uer. Thon* Uves in that city princt^s 
Sakhina, the dnughter nl Dewnn Omer Khan. You are to 
enter her harem with the pictures 1 will give jmn. Show 
her all of them one by one and last of .all produce this 
picture of a Fakir aud submit it for her inspootion with 
due courtesy/' Saying lui the IVwan nlTered her a 
baakotful of pictures which she took in her arniii and 
wfw about to depart—after having salnnmcd him. The 
young Dewan asked her to stop for n moment and gave 
some further directions. lie said. “Go to thw hamm 


FIROJ S:HAN BEWAN 


of Omer Khan, seeking a moment when Sakhina 

irill be all alone in her room. Open your basket and 
let her know what she may be ourtoua to leara from 
you. When you will ahow her the piotare of the T^kir, 
keep your eyes flxod on her and study her ffloe^ closely 
obeerring what impreftsioo It makes on her. If she asks 
you anything in regard to that picture, tell her, ‘ I am a 
mere ploture-eeller and do not know much uLout him. 

! hoTfl only heard that he belongs to the family of 
Dewans. I haim no detailed knowledge of the pictures 
that I sell, they are rery namerww. I huy and aell 
them—that is my interest in them. I visited Delhi, Agra 
and other oSUes and last of all have come to Bengal. 
This picture of the Fakir 1 purchased on my way. I 
heard that this young man was a Dewan but has turned 
^ Pfihir euohanted with the beauty of a maiden named 
Sakhina, wbo it is said, lives in this very city—1 have 
heard that he has been wondering from place to place 
like A Fakir maddened by her beauty,’ 

“ You will say thews wordi and observe if the colour 
of her face changea at this report.” 

Daria disguised herself as a picture-sailer and started 
for KcllB-Tajpur with the bosket. It nsmvUy took n 
person three dap to reach the city of Sella-'Ilojpitr, 
Alone the slavo-girl want all tho way. She «w from nf&r 
the city with her crest of towers rising aloft to the sun 
and eparkling with their golden hue. The .city covered 
A /jwra and a half of land. Every now and then did Rhe 
see from distance h]ue*ou!oured tiaTU-shaped oresta of 
Muiglda fading u it were on the horizon. She admired 
the artistic ekiil and the plan of the city. Tlio horaes 
and elephants marched in the etroet with their riders 
on fhrir gaily copdrifored bmc-ks ; with eyea full of 
ouriosity she obsertwl everything Ai* she procwidei*. 
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On ent^rin^ the palttce she lost not % momenl hat 

inBtantlj'stepped into tlio harani ntiii tiiid flftw Salchinn 

in her cnrflpnrtniont^s* She wbp lit that jutnneiil 
sealed on a M»(a in her room. Her dishorelled hair 
looked like brokoo olouds falling in profusion on the arms 
of the wfo. Drttia iKiheld that nnmatchod beauty vrLth 
wonder, and wid to herself. " What is hie fault ? Eren 
a woman would fall In loro with suoh it maidnn. How 
ciaij a tnan resist such oharnis ? 1 never hjsw n w‘omaii 

so beautiful. T wonder it in land of fairtoe there 
ia any to match her I How !ori-ly nru her feet dpoomted 
with the rrd dyol How niquisilely fine are her eyes 
punted with «trr7n<t I With these ey»N if she looks at any 
man lie I* snre to bo maddeuwl by her plance/* 

She saluted llm prince-smind approaohiiig ht»r opened 
the haaket of pieturca. She find showed her the pictures 
of ^rtoat emperors and kin^s and of ^reat warriora, Next 
she aboweJ her those of ffawahs and thiur B»‘gum3, 
and last 'd all she brouffbt out from the basket the 
picture of the Fakir. She wipnl away Ihu dust am) 
BiniUi it look bright. TJjen where the foot of the fair 
rnuiilen doeoreW with the rad dye »ltft rested on a 
foot-atool, *ho placed the picture with cars. 

She wwt startled at the sight, like one who had got 
a golden apple in dream or bad met a rerx dear friend 
a real sympathiser—^after the lapw of long years. 
And then keeping her eyes died on the picture she 
addressed Darin and said, “Sow toll me, maiden, whore 
did you get this picfeuro ? You have no doubt wandered 
about many rtrong«.' place*. TYherc is it. oh piotttre*9eller, 
that such a one could he found ? Who is the artist 
that has drawn bis picture ? And who is the pei^nn 
whose likeness it Is 7 It »*-Hms lliat I once saw this Fakir. 
Tell mo the plmn truth withoiit hiding anything ** 
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She ttuluted SnkhiuA Beveral tinwje and said, “ 1 will 
tell you, ob noblf prinoesft, »U fact* about ttiu picture. 
My profession requires me to rinit many placM. I 
bad been U> A^m* Balbi and olber oountries. Last 
1 catne to Janfralbari ^bere a merobanl *old mo this 
picture, I Itsvo beard Irotu bim this account of the 
Fakir. His naiao i* Piroj Khan, ho b the Uewiuj of 
Jangnlhari. Oh my aobfa iady, this young Dewau ta 
urandcring about like a nmdiiiaii In the guise of a Fakir- 
At bis abaBnoc the city of ilsegaibari is in tbs deepest 
soTTOWt 'I'be fair proeesBiDns which oil festive occamuui 
attraotcd people from iiU countries to the city are no 
iniH'a to Im‘ Seen ihcre. The minister and high ofllcers 
of State ant all ead for their Iwlored Dawon. 'iTi© 
lubjeuis who love him dearly—^the poor widows and 
other* who live upnu hU charity—mourn for him shedding 
tears day and nighl,'' 

Sakhina iDlerrupted her iit the midst of her speech 
and eatd, “ I feel a deep compassion for the FaJdr at 
vhat you have aiid, thiiugb lie 1* a perfect stronger 
to me. Now^ picturo-seller, tell me if ever you mot 
the Fakir and If you over hare heard why be boa ttirnsd 
an ascetic. My heart wiwpo ut ttie sorrows of the young 
Dewon. Will yiiu tell me why be has Jaft lu* palaoa and 
turned a Fakir? TeU the whole story. I am 
purchasing the porunit with this ray necklace. I will 
feel no rest until I he^r the whole story.” 

Daria said, “ t will tell yon. oh prince**, all that 
i have heard. This Fakir wo* formerly the Dewan 
of Jongalbari. It is said that in fait dty 

of yours there ia a damBol named Sakhina, daughter 
of ouo Omer Khan, The young JJewan of Jangal. 
bar! atruck with her l«auty has turned a Fakir. 
What a pity that the Dvwnn w now a Fakir for the 
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sake of a n'/utum, when hn haa jurt stepped into hU 
youth !" 

As she hoard I his account she IxicaTne maddened 
with grief. She wiped away her tears with the ed«e of 
her «nr/L Her mind became steepeil in deep love. The 
h^unli which she wore on her hreaist was worth a lakh 
of rupew. She took il oat from liet neck and offered 
it to the picture-aollfir as reward. Daria saluted her 
and departed. 

She held the picture olose to her bosom and remem* 
bored the Fakir whom ahe had seen but once. She 
gave up her meals, her steep and all joys. It seemed 
that her oompartmenta looked dark without her Hmile. 
No moro did that sweet BmUe play on her lips and 
no more did she sing sweetly like a bird t On her 
couoh no more did she allow flowers to be spread ! 
Her alteudsmte—th.* maid-set tan ta—were alarmed at 
the strange change that hitd come upon bar. They 
could not guess what was it that WHighcd so heavily on 
her heart. 

Thug the two lovers pined away for ono another, 
A nd now I am going to relate to you the story of their 
marriage, (LI. 

( 6 ) 

Firoja Blbi, the mother of Flroj Khsn. marked that 
her dear sun was indifferent to the aflhirji of State 
and she called him to her prewace. She aaM, “ ( have 
told you my mind times without number. I am 
resolved that you ahould marry now. If you do not 
marry, your line will end here and in this palace the 
l.mj .111 aol l» llghtt.!. Till. UlMtTl,™ 
h<>U» cl ths .iTOiy took, gloomy, ,pUl„a.„, 

.111 go if jon ilo not leoT. a nion Iwljinil you. Jfnny 
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ftfl voii woatd Jike, no one ivill interfere vrith ^our 
ohofoe. But flo not give pnin to the poor old raother’a 
heart. Do as I wish/' 

Thi$ Lima he did nnt oppose hh mother. Si lenity 
be beard all that she said. He n’aa inwardly pleased. 
He retired into the chainlier and l Uere he had a talk 
with the minister, he said to him, ** I will open my 
mind to you to-df^y, oh Vbler. My mother is pruning 
me far raarriaijtr. Tell her th«t though 1 rosolred 
not to 111 any t ^ break my reaolvu for her auke. 

Toll her tlukt there is a maiden named Sakbina, 
dan gb ter of the Dowan Omec tOuin u{ Kella«Bijptir. 
1 am ready to marry her with the consent of my mother. 
If this maiden ia not to be hiu] as my bride, I will 
know that it is not the will of God that I should marry. 
8(> I will Iwar the pain of my bean secretly till I go to 
my grave," 

On this errand did the minister seek an interview 
with the old queen in her apartment. He entered the 
inner apnrtment and solutod iho old queen. She asked 
him what it was that had brought the old ininkter 
there. He saluted her again atid said, "The young 
Dewan ha» at last given his uonsent to marriage. 
Omer Khan, the Dewan of Eolhi'Tajpur hoa a beautiful 
daughter named Stkhina. If ibb daughter oouId be 
jtccured for him, be would mairy. [f not, bo would live a 
bachelor all hlR life/' 

The nld queen after a pause said in reply, '* Minister, 
I nm really puarled at thU proposoL The Devon of 
Tijpur, Omur Khan, U our sworn euumy. How mu 
1 make a proposal to liiin ^ Huw can 1 tbitik uf making 
the diaiubtor of utir enemy tbij bride uf Lbb palace P 
Go and Udl this to Tiroj. I will |pit for turn a bride far 
more Wutiful thnn Sakbina. My hoarL doea tiut feel 
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any pleasure at the thought of thk match. It will 
not boa happy one. I feel a fiuBglflng. Toll him, oh 
miaiatof, if hu will allow mo to ohooso a htido clsowhoi'o. 
1 shall bo moat happy to do so/' 

The inmister saw tim prince again and told him all 
that bis mother had said luid added, *’If you marry this 
djiughter of our enemy, all bonoiir and statua of your 
high position you will lose.” Tha yonng Dewati repUed, 
'* You need not talk a good deal. If I oiUinot get Sakhioji 
for my bride. T will remain a bachelor. I haye turuad 
Like Dire nnid after her. Her beautiful face is eyer ficah 
in my memory, I do not want any other girl. And 
bow can t do it? She in like the oool drink of my 
thirsty snui—the tight of my eyas and the iieclclaoe 
of my breasL I waiii bur, I do not want any one 
flliie. Toll my mother, if Salcbina k not to be had, here 
endB my life in the palace, I will go away turning a 
Fakir." 

The Minister carried the tnoasage to the old motbrr. 
She fully realised the pain of her son’s heart and thought 
within beroetf. ’* This son of mine is my sob stay. 
If ho goea aivay, not moment ahall 1 be able to stat¬ 
in the palace. For his sake, I con give up my life 
itself. Why aboilld I stand in the way of hta Imppinewi r 
1 will not oppoiie this marriage," 

Tiiinking in this way the i|ueau eeni the old minister 
to Oiner Khan, the Dewtm of Eella-Tajpiir with the 
proposal of marriage. It took the minister ihreo days 
to reach the city of Dewan Omer Khan, He intor- 
viewed the chief who naked him, " From what eounlry 
have yon come here, nb Mian ? What business have 
you with mo ? " 

The old roan saluted the Dewan Sahib of Tajpiir 
respectfully and said. «I am the minister of I^iroj Khan, 
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Dewati of JangalbarU His motlifer Firojs Bibi iias iwnt 
iD6 lo jour HightifjM. It is known sll OTor tljo countij 
that you biivo got a scry itoautifui daughter nmned 
Sakhina. wlio ba^ attained her marrUgeablo age. Our 
youug Devrati Sahib, Kiroj Klian, for jiorBoniil qualtfica- 
tious, baadsotne ap[Hnmtioe and inanty qualities, is 
wcuod to uoue in Lfae coaotry. I'iroja Bihi, hh tnotbor, 
wisbea to ask you if you would coubohI to ibis 
1 have been sent to you to miike this propostd/' 

Omer Kban got angry at his words. Before the 
whole court he said in an indignant tone, “I'besw Bewain 
of Jangallinil were originally Kafire. Tbay do not 
observe Eoja (fart) and Naniaj -(prarers) like true 
Muhammodatia And Indtsed T do nol count them as 
suob. This proposal como frtnn a Koflr and hence I 
take it as on insult. This surety Jcaorves a puniebment.'* 
Saying IhU Omer Khan roared like a liuii; and ixiBliintlj 
servants nawiw from nU sides to execute bis order. He 
said, "Bold this old man by the neck and turn him oul 
of the court.** 

Thus insalted the old man leiurnod to .lungalljari. 

(LI. 1 . 116 .) 

(«) 

^ro] KhaUj the young tlewnn Sahib, heard thin story 
of tlie insult. jVs if the whole sea wan set oo llre^ the 
young Dewon flew into a fit of mge, and at his command 
bis offleers made (be public drums to be beateu in the 
cliy-marketa ordering people to be ready with arms. 
•* To'mnrrow they niust be prepared foi a great TigbL** 
Ibis was the command. The generals came forward 
from oU sides with tfaeir armit^. The war-horses were 
caparisontTd and bedecked with Jewels and mode ready, 
ibe army started and tha sound arose in their ranks 
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'*siii£o aud kill, ” With a vast army Firoj Kkau rtsaoliiui 
JCeJla.Tajpur Lhu next iiay. They Inld siege lo tha palace 
all on a auddeii autt Corclbly onturect it anil iieiKtid the 
Dewati Saliilj, his flzii* imJ. other oflicers hy their ucoka 
aud drove them out from the city. The path nas now 
finite eloBv nnd thi^y flutorod []„, j'„„Br apartmotiK 
From her otmcii Firoj Khftii raised ^akhioa, impr^oned 
bar iiud brought her to hhi own capibil at Jangaiban. 
lie was (juitc happy now and married Ji«r with her 
consent, l^ach was ph^iviod with the oilier, Tliey sat 
togoLlier Hud talked, walked together Aiid wvre perfmjtiy 
happy in eti' Another a compnny If o«t» was -iud, the 
other bad no rest without sharing a parL of it. They 
became steeped in Uivw and enjoyed thi-ir impUid Ute 
grcotly Ml dangalbari. 

Ut ns drop here ifii# topic and revert to the story of 
Bewan Omer Khan. ( LI. 1.20.) 


(7) 

Insullod and defeated by Firoj Khan, Omer Ap. 
preached Lhc Emporor of Bnlhl, The Emperor was holding 
his Burbiir os usual with bb minister and high officers, 
and Dewon Omer Khan presented himself before him 
with nut any previoita notice. The Emperor asked, ’’ Sew 
b it, Dewun, tfent you are here all on a sudden ? i'uur 
garments aro not i^uito dean and your face looks polo 
and (lark like a fruit. Evidently you luck worried 
Jfow, tell me the reiuon of yonr sudden visit to onr 
capital," 

The Dwwau saluted tho monarch and said, -1 have 
come here to lodge a complaiut Iwfore Your Majesty. 
Bo graciously plen^d lo hear ell that I am ijolng to 
mihrait. Tho prasent Dewan of Jangallwri b Firpj 
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Xhaa. Ho ia Iniru of a. ItJiilr tniiily ; t>*it atili Ke W'aa 
60 hold (LH to seek llt« tiAiiils of mj iltiugtaler. He nsnl; 
his mmbtsr with ibe poposiil, iitidt a matter of ociu^e, 

I dismissed him with refuMit. He returiieil ki jAngalbari 
iLud reporEeit the matter to hb chief* As u renalt the 
Dewan of Jsiigathari laid stoge to my capHal with an 
army of (10,000 soldiers. My family, the members of 
my personiil slalt wore nil put U groat humiliation. Bui 
ihiH iB not all. The w orst that happened I am going to 
relate to Vonr Majesty. He drove iiway tlw ft'oiole 
mumboti* of my hoiiiM' Irom the mner apartmetils ami 
carried away my daughter SakUina by force. There was 
none to stira the poor girl from tins disgrace. He 
married her hy ahenr forca. With my heart ns if pierced 
by an arrow t have eonjo to lay my liorri t-ase bafore 
Your Majesty. 1 have uu Jtujgnage to give adeijuate 
expression to the sense of my wrcuig. Mtwliieued hy 

I hare cmne to the Durlsar. 1 pray to Your 

Majesty to judge my case fairly. If I do not find juatieo 
here I will starve mysell to danlh in this very patooe of 
Your Majittly. It du**a not betsotuo one to Uvo in this 
world after being so wnntouly insulted by a Karir." 

The Emperor was -ingry at what he Imard. His 

Majeaty said iii a loud voice before his court, “The 
Dewan of Jnngalbari has, I me, Imcome greatly 

conceited. Be bos ceased paying revenue to the State 
which U now iu arrears for ycore. He does whatever 
he likes. Now, there should be nn cud of all stich 
things. 1 will destroy him, hie family and all, uot 
sparing the children. Hear mu. my tninisleira, mud aa 
large a force tu* available nt this moment. The Bewan 
must immediately be arreHtod and brought hero ae a 
prisoner. When he will come hens as a prisouur I will 
pass what judgment will Iw conaidcred lit, (Turning to 
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Omar KBiin} ** You leoj tha Army au J go Iheirt' ts arengB 
ydurveJf un tUe wrong voromibi^d on you," 

The oufalry beOAmu i^udy Aud the WArriorSj riding 
elaphnnt* nnd horat», Btarted with n mat foilowitig of 
foot-aoidiots. The cry WAiit oji nmongnt the Hotdiera, 
*' Be raadyi atart At oiioe." 'fho* Array oonaiated gf a 
lakh of eoldiers. The dtiat raued hy their loet and 
horaos* hoofs covered tht) fttcy. Some rode hoiB«s» otheTB 
oibphants; evoii the foot^soidiutd vied to run with 

the cnvjilry, Oitier £han had the command of the army 
nnd rode foremuat of ail. The one lakh of army waa a 
conjptet body, oligyiug thair ttnuler like onu mAf ii They 
all readied Uie preduct* ol .fAngaHwri niul pitched 
tbnir ccnia there. 

Oh beuriug the report of the arrival of ihia army 
Ltewan liroj £luui ordered the drtuna of hta to be 

beateiii aumtaoning hia generals. They presented thetU' 
aalvw before their ehief in all iuiste wltij their armiee. 
firoj Khan robed himself mb a warrior and went to the 
inner Apartments to take fats mulher'* permisrion to go 
to fight. (U i*e2.j 

( 6 ) 

CAorHK—“ Betwid Piroj goes to the battle-field hia 
tnother'll heart i« pierced by the arrow of grief." Ho 
salutes his mother and says, "I am bound for war. 
Grant me permission, good mother. My town is under 
siege, Omer Kiuui has come down with the army of 
the Emperor determined to take revenge. Give me 
the dust of your feet, mother, and tdesa me. I)oii\ oh 
mother, detain me by yonr lanumte, lest the Bnemy takes 
advantage of my dalay and enter the town," 

The mother sormwfuKy said in reply, " UonV, oh my 
son, go to war. Call your (renerals to the paJoct' and 


ordei- tfiem fo fight. Yon are jlear to me like the ribs of 
my hnjttnt, I dhiUl not !)<* ahSe to Uvo here aloao aending 
you to tlie battle. T fL**?! n rnfagi™? that all will, perhaps 
end in a dina.'vtert and my hoart tUroba with fear at tht* 
tlionght of your going to the fight." 

Ho hastily cut short the oimversattoo by saying* 
'* No mother, that eatineil he, 1 tmud go to the hjiltln 
mysvir. If 1 do nDl go. them w little hope of vkiury, 
My army vitl not 1w a Jdi* to make a si ami in 1 lie Held 
in my absemw, I fotaure you, 1 will conin victor, 
my anuy will feet a new life (f they w nm nt tln-tr 
bead ami tight to the brst of their power. With a 
heart full of lovu for me they will wijiloii-l,i 
fight for their motherland nnd come off rictoriiiue. If 
I show them an evatnjile of rowardic»<, wdtnt will remain 
there to inspire thorn wjib tsjnmgn iu the Hold V Oefvjii 
will btf sure at the hands ol the enmny.” shtying to he 
saluted his mothor and touched her feel and, Iniiclmg 
adieu, left her pmsenne. 

Next, Firoj Khan went Inihe npartmHnl of tiakhiiia 
(o take leave. He nddre^i!«Ml her saying, Ijwk liertt. 
dear hidy, your Itwlnved father has ennm hen* witfi 
the Emperor’s army and t am hound for a battle rvjth 
him. I have l'mimo t>i hid you farou'oU mi the evo 
id tljc war. Ttike Ci^r*; nf ynunielt. Frny^ mmsole 
my gripd'StrIrkeft uioJlinr—wlini more luiti i any F 'ihe 
timu is short—1 niufti 1m olf insl iutly," 

On hearing this, i^akblna tmik n immlful of sitcteil 
dust, gjitlinrcil honi the nhriiifs of tKo Minily rm-rt. 
He gently lownhed llii* iflicrpd du'l wUh Itis foreinnd 
She tWii prayed that h" might win the IriiUU; and i-timt 
Iwok withoul delay, Tbe prince saiil, “IW iho ^racp 
uf God, hefuit' the day closes, 1 will once uiopp came 
book to your arnm, dear ^khiiia, m vieUw of th« field " 
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Savidiv so ho took |«AT<f tincl pas^d from «ght. 
SdkhinJt [ookwl aI liirii from behind so fiir !m bHo coiilp 
Birofifh her ojTds. Tn-if^ Howod from Imr oyiM »nd sho 
softlj niurmtiri}<], *' Aim, I Imro tnttflo my hoari stiff 
m sbitiB, to ftlloff him to jfo to elm 

With his army, l-'iroj tamo to the held. For two 
in^istHanf day* tin* rt^ht oonttiiaoi ami tlio niimhor of 
I ho (load arm «<i|ii)G g» both the sii]e«. Nn |iArty won. 
iKi p-mv Iwt. On the third day, Firoj was modi* a 
prtxiiior. Tho osiviny jfot hold of )m (wraon and cnrriefl 
tiifii (0 IvrtljA-ynjpiir. Tite pooplo of ■lanf^ali'turi made 
loud hinuiitatioiiB at thw Lmmh «f tht WitT, 

Citorut^** Tilt' hiiMri roiuntod with ilm Hag njifilrlwl 
OR its hmk, sbiifii'd aitU blood. Wh -n '.ho taJy wtn 
*lii% litThi^art wti> Hh'inr in Krt-ok/' 

Si'*khhiu l.ty on iiri txrtiidj, o'lmfi ail on a itiddBit, 
>t .w. tli" (Bmaln 'iltimdiiit, iint«>rr)! li-r r'ijm. Whijii 
h’f *riw nhr aildtissorl iii*r k«yif!!;. ■ r».i» b(}fiir» 

y^H.Uifdriy, ill ill,I luiinh!!:- luy hutbr,niJ anril fo thf 
told nmd am titirHii tn rnc. idi fri^fl<l fwin, '.'-itlwr tlb; 

, i.f ro>.4i# and c-h.injfM lUiw. r* I . .>.r,T,. (jaihniiU 

t'liww ir^ vill rKtiini iw ,11-tor. T r iil off^^r rjorlitide 
rt t uf 

■ »' 11 •’<] loiii'iF !<-i'r;5i^ kiit*p in 

• :I =>1 I,t.’|j tkiiidjr Ui- iI=?(..r.Uid lOsltmicn. 

'»!• diKtl I.. 4 Hlft-r litin ivd' fi-rvirt ‘ a ili-ii bo wUI 

-oiiin tiA.’k *1 "'clof fiifiifiU)iJ by ilsbt. 

. *toro t’Ot(.‘''FVUttrr itnd KOa;hut o(L nud lu 
goWen cups kwp swctti l)4!a-ls i.ir my UmbJitid. llriu^ 
dured duM, ili'iir Uafia, fttiiii tlut ejifmcs ilirdK^iod lo 
flfH ijbints. My hitabamJ, on roturn, wtiL ni?*ai Ikjw to tho 
saerv-d lokcii 

"The wives of the saints bav© sent their blesaiiigs 
iird Rtisnrod mn of my hushotid'a Tietory/’* 
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.4he (tAid thi<i liar facv brightailed iritli n f^rniti'. 

Uiit «ha stopped a miiittiitil itnd mid lutiiitii " Why {a 
it, oil Dftria, that you do noi ^iiiitu ti>*day ? You look 
pale, Au( tnkii tuy vronlf ynu will ho happy on hh 
return to the patacu aa Tiotot.'* 

Ttion Dnria could iir- Inngwr (roiiinit horwlr luit 
wept and itiiid, Now, Indy, your luck [m dooc. The 
war-HU'wl lia'! returii*Al with our Ihia, iiiiKHil with blood. 
It 110 lougor liecoiue!] you, oatoonied lady, to aleep on 
the couch/' 

*' Come down itnd make your hiimhlo l»Cil on tho tloor, 
lleiiiovt* tho red nmrk of luek Irotn yout riTehtaid and 
the Tulunblc rinir^ frrun your enrif, Chumysi your (KwtJy 
*a‘ti for a pt Un out and ou( off youf iluvhjjj hnit. 
1‘Voui to-day y<m nrw W wunr clothei* bulltring an tumiMc, 

" ttomovu your hraeeislA nnd ttlliiir tirni.iiictLiUi e( 
tilt' arm, and Unit hrt^ht tiuekluN' of Jramniiil (ram yuiir 
hrujiKi. 11ii' nnkh’te with pondpintn itiould no tnoi'ti 
adoiit your feet and you jthtml'l alto rntncH- (he JitigHtig 
ptniilaiib' from your hiiK. Vn nuTe d<^T« [hnl wi ci 
♦milt* Ir'IH your lip. Tour honi'ty, y..,iu yntitJi an' 
uipU in vain A hi', (hoy nn* tikn Iluni'r* (but IjRioiii 
iit miuiv (■ ilrttp lli'or rndtHl pidalA mio. New a hii^ 
oouio. rtoar lod.v, tlniC wirr li iwhand h uiiw n iivi 'niier 
it K'dU'TujpUr/' 

\Vl Hvii nhe hjard lht» tfum "ho nji in irrail 
l•ul(>iion. It WL'JuiifJ to lior llvui. (be rity hntl hrekun 

arid fiiitrt) on lior lieiul. It wiiiii ULn o thiiriciiTr"bn1< hlliut; 
o't a 'j-iTitoii ni romii. 1‘ho Auviln from liitr Up tr/;^ ubinr 
.lud hi:r hiitlfl Mieiiifd about to lireak. Her lloulug 
iiuhniidird. carelet-aty hdl iHtlimd lutr liAck nliuoit louchiii:^ 
tbe gronrul. 'Die muld-athndnntr, .-t^ they i»ttr Imr (iditf, 
tiriud, ‘ aJag, aLaa,' She nddressed E>arh anil Mid, ■ il) 
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LtiL'k, oh llAria, i<t gone. Uut ni'ver tntoct, wbateT(<r 
niny tit'fnU mu, 1 4o nal Krhig our mir'liono 

iniitAtUl}'. [ mu(ft mu uho » iliiu tmomy lii^t cotiM 
iiitkp t»if liutbiiiiil a prisotHfr, Mnk« rijuijy tbu liorse for 
ifar iind <irrior i)i<r stoldinr!?, the li«Hi -ntyri imti tho isepoya 
to lio foatly to foUoMT mw. I fitly, I jiiii a wonmu 

hnnofl ftJP war. I'hiH, pleoso, oh Dario, kt?op mocrut tor tho 
piMbypt. If they you, ^Whu it £a lUot i» In 

iii ?' 'IVII tlteoi that a ooUHth of thu Dowon fs gointf 
to fight.** 

The i*U)phjint't were wtimrisoiiBii, the horven hoi^ino 
m uly, * H» ffTuly, ho ro:itly,' iva^ tho ofy lieartl ererywhert* 
mid tfw '^iildiero puL on their war-rubo^ (u 

Now ^^okhino wont to tbn opnrCmont of her mo1ber-in> 
JuM. to lake loavo of Imr 3iiu bud left lier Couolt uriil iu 

gfO'tt lay tiko oiiij uuhnt^tl an the fioor. She 

cotLaolrd her titntliur‘iii‘lttw by louder worijU, “ Ytmr liAtr iti 
dhliftvelled uml your face touki w pule, dour met her/* 
Ari^i rrotn 1:hi) IUkh' uiid give me perniiMiioD to «ro tu ihi' 
liiUIle-h-lid At KelU'TiLjpiir. 1 will .•uo wKul uort of hem 
ii lie.—IV <• Siriu ihred luy bund a on my lioiiliRnd und euide 
him .»p.Mwiei. T ivlll ilghl him mid kiiotv {iIh wufili. 
liliMtt me, ru.'ithnr, thal I inuy Iw* Jt victor in llio tiiihl jiiid 
iifiiig hrtti’v ki>ur J (W *011 hom« ** The dmvuger i|MMeh wipf^d 
her ii'jM ■w:iy -4iiil iiiidri;>4ng: f^ukhiiiiM said, •' virievivl niii 
I to beat <•! leiioUte, Aly mwi. 4 tv irrior ;tml u mun, 
hiis beecrtOfi n prrhOUfsr, nud yotl, i le.ridAt wenieii, wdj bo 
to the t ^Vb(| in il itiul batk eniiltidi'Ued tg 

thht mol V Viuiarr tho lutep of my boti-e, yrtxdpmn 

to rni* Ui" prep hi lu too blLud. Fgr pt memuut 1 
Vi jirld n(it lite lo purl vrith ymi. 

1 ub»il cen»<T ifrievmg for my »m, dfiiH'iug conueju. 
tloti from A Right of yeti. I c-iiiiml nllow yon to go to 
the buttle- lie Id," 


nituj KiiAN ih:wan 


Sakhinn eoftly rt^itctitcil liur ruquHnt for pjrmbsinn 
to (io to Lli«* OuM " Don’t objoot, oh iiioUieri Imi 

^tu tin* thi* hoaii j i »t 4 »urc you, t u iU owno Ik a viutor 
40{)oniiiiiiiiod liy iny Itiisfwini!. If nij ht»'k Uirii* hostile 
tind I illo in 'lliif linllltcHwltS—no ifritf, «o-nrrow will 
i ftjol lu dyiitit for iiJy liiiAljand, tor hi* iwLko 1 will 
ijtvv wpmy life Adku. liriu* wuLiior^ ncwpi my hunibjw 
rti 5 p(icti» ftt thu huur of jmfting/' 

Ilm ttioiber-iti-uiw nod Lh<i Onuj^liier-iH-Uw stood 
WEwpiii^* tockod up ill iiut'll ulhor ^ nrmiv for ii tTmniimt, 
It Auvmvd If tht) ft‘diliiii L-ity of ilnn^mliKri became 
veilod 111 darkness. 

The itreat vrar- horse UulaS, ^ily caparisonedt ston'd 

renitj in theiMimr oompouiid o( the plaoe and Salihinii 
jlufflpett up on its* luKik and rode wtfb ♦be ^pecd of a 
flying liird. The vaii'jiuanl rode in nUTaiion uiid other 
xoldiiirs foUowod h«f, ami tlio cloud of dust tnined by 
honufft’ hwife nml tlm fwrt of Ibfe iufniitiy oovtired e parlion 
of ibo ^ky. I’be sun and the tnoou could nut l« hscii in 
their prwpt r timo ow'iug to tbij) mass of dust raised to tin* 
sky, I'be hird;* loft tlmir ii*»lii ami the animals ctasrd t« 
gmzo in Ki'aat frighi. T'he purney which usually took a 
day waa tluiBlidi in aft ininiitea m they proceodrid oi>, and 
now Lsjfopo tliem strxMt the city of Kelln-Tajpit*- "^ly 
father i* my cuenay now,** thought and ordered tilt 

army to lay ska^e to the city. For two daye and n buif 
tfao portLe# fought with jio decisive nnutlt. And Siiktuiiu 
at this eloge ordfri?d her men to set flrw to the city 
llig polatiiil houses, great arches and doors woto reduced to 
heaps of ftslms. It was » great ahame for the Emperor's 
troops jtiat thify hocame dofooiod at last. The altrr- 
noon passed niid th« mn peeped out from iha westisrii 
horizon. She was still fiehting from the liack of thu 
war-horse with andaunii'd zeal. 


ist BASTgBK HFJfttAL BaILADS 

Al this momcat camtt a inessengor ffora the fort of 
rHjjmr. lie salaauiod Iier and said, ** A ftirniidnble starrior 
Art thou, grwiter tbati Haaif liiatsell, ( come from 
Jan^allwiri, Llie enomlea havo dastroyad lh.u palaca ihera. 
Wa du ftol know who you are, fightltijf in tha mterest of 
that ill-fated city Hero is a deoumeiit which will abew 
the ternu of amnesty signed by Dewan Piroj Khan 
who lias sent tno to you. He has aaked me to convey 
tlie report to you that he has divorced the woman Sakhina 
for whom the golden city of Jaogalbari luva been ruuiod. 
He will meet all the rest of the demand nttuio by Uie 
Empenir io coorae of a week. The war ia at an end. 
Tb]]} is the ttows which I have been ordered to cemmu- 
nicat'f to you." Saying: to, ho bniidiHl her the doounii'nl 
of divorce siiid Hbo saw on it the impression of Firtij 
Khan's great seat, 

A moment she toot to read Iho ihicument and thou 
as if stung by a snake, she fainted and fell unconscious 
from the liack of tier horse. The gohleii crown on 
her head broke to piecta ai she fell on the ground. 
Hint the groat horse DuLtl shod tears sinnding 
by her side. 'I'he soldiers began to cry and lamorit. 
Her aoat a moment ago was on Uio bach of her ho»a 
and now see her lying on the hare earth. It was as 
if tlje ei'oning star h.'»d faUen on tho earth from the 
sky. The oity of Jangalhorl now actually liocamo covered 
with darkness. Her long dishevelled hair foil imboond 
on alt sides. From her body fell tho male's attire. 
The gone nils and soldiers at once recognised thoir queen 
and began to tamont loudly. In lUo furl of Tajpur 
the report quiobty spread, and Firoj Khan accoiupaaied 
by Omer Khan at once vlsitutl itie place. They came 
and saw the full moon—tho golden moon—Justreloss 
on tlm grmitid. Omer Khou took hop in bb arms and 


vims KIHN PEW:\X 

iw A ehUfl tnWiitg the lirnkcn toy hts handis 
hejjmt to nVPr tHe l»rnk of his Upat detifrhtitt. 

Il<* fsiid, ” Jly douhls hnvf nil l»?cfi clim-ed to^loT. Had 
f known that thinna woold caino to aiicli n passt 1 
would havt) my9(^lf souglit for thw marriage and 
tiikun iha lead in ail matters. Hiul I known all 
this I woflld hare |?iver> the kingdom of Tiijprr to Firoj 
Khan as dowry, and would bav#- mysolf carrjod you 
to Jangulhori and ofTered you to its lonl- 

Deiran Piroi Khon addressed hli miniiter iind said, 
“ r do uot knew what I hare done to deserve this Sreat 
colaiuiiy- Why should she have kit me thus 1 But 1 shall 
turn A Fakir for her sake. How can I conaole iny poor 
mother ? No, lien# enda my coftiwoUou with J^mefilbari. 
Xo more would I cure for the eitalted positimi of Dowan 
SaJiib. I am a Fakir to day. 1 aball simt soiifis tn your 
praise, my love, mid hog alms from door to di#or ! " He 
wopt and said to his minwtor again, **Try to emiaoJe my 
mother as beat as you can, I am not going Ihoro. Her 
burial plnco wUl 1w mine too. I will sleep the eternal 
al^ep Lhe» ; uiiHl 1 do so, 1 cannot think oI geUing auy 
ptMoe of imud.” The miuiatec wapt end the great army 
cried in sorrow. Bvhu the b«n»U of jungles .'md 
the birds of air shed leant at his sorrows. 

The bruTe warriors eat down on the field of battle 
struck with gri&f the report of this reached the i-ity 
of Jangalbari. 

Tw8Uty-tvvo b|NnliiS-tn8tt dug grarv and ntt&r baling 
performed the due rites such ns the recitation of Jdnejd 
they buried the body of Sakliina thew. After burial (bay 
returned to theii respeotive homes, carrying a deep «miw 
in their hearts 

|t) [\[ii<^hed and my audience may now 
depart. II 1 live 1 will come again next yejir to sing 


'■ EASTB'LN BKNOA rj WALLA US 

lo vQii, ^anlfmon, .i new tbui*. f li't not knon' liotr to 
k>‘up tim'^ uor bAve I n>riv mn^ioul indirumoiLt. Tam 
■ ffiiij, my ftiuig will ii« f ntliy In mniij wiiys, 

VVith my porir knmrlt'tlf'u bow o:in t oxjix^ct t*> pluaso 
inwb a (liiitiiii'ui'Hhiitl nuiit-’uoi/ yaum-tTi^ ? ''□ 10 ^ 
who liare mtng^ohnfiii nn* :iU novlutri^ in the Art of musiCf 
iiiilrjiinml and wUhoul nny kitowI><(U;;« of the miisiortl 
iiHfim!#. Tfwjr hiivo nnt (mdo nbh to kowp time und 
‘ifien ififuok dkoontunt notea rtetstiroym^ the ofTeot of th« 
«)ns. 0» my Ptesident of tlib Aiiguet Assembly, 

forgire mo for all rny hKortioiinituf^. I baw down to 
yon with grwtl humility. 

Thi' miuter nf Hit* bouae, whobeara the esiwtiaes of to- 
p^.-rtorniouctt ie Han 5 Khih, |tlf« name haw juatly 
got fnmmjp. He is a lucky man and h an inhabitant of 
Kajalkoaa. ITi* ttreat sympaUiy drew ii!i to hl% homOi 
1 hnvn recoirod a reward From him, for i>nis)ng this ballad 
nf Firoj EbalJ. f bare got Hhalt utid Chadar aud rice, 
- —r 1 it.‘g tn offer iny thanks to him. May he flourish 
ill M’OHtth and limy bbt obildron Ik> loiig-Uved and may 
In* be happy with hii sons and gmudsons Hay the 
Fourteen omAfl of land that he possiaises yield r uh 
crops from year to year, I pray for Q<id*» b)o<»[Tigs m 
yon, guatlmnen. I shall non' return homo. Hay God 
fulfil your desires, ameti I Atinh Ao 

(LI. 1-238,} 


Tun Euh. 























Fig. n. Tbe “ Siireuga” boats at the Cbilkbil Ghat, ClUtiagong. 









i?ig. TTl, Modftni Stoop built bv the JWltfmfe- 
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Fig. VI. M«fdern Sloops baftt by tbe Bdldmfs. 


























Fig. Vn. Modsrn SloojM built the Bdldmie. 
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